
munists,agrarians,and female suffragistswhodevoteseveralhours
ofthe firstdayof the week tomiscellaneousgabble. OnDecember
10,aftertwo young womenhadplayed on a piano"

Ismydarling
true tome?" there was a debate on the topic,"Is theRepublica
failure?" One lunatic remarked that a bishop, who produced
nothing, got $4,000 a year

—
as much as eight working-mencould

earn. "
Ihave suffered as much as anybody," heexclaimed;"I

havehadstarvationaud wantstaringmein the face, but thenext
timeIget inthatfixallIhavegot tosayis, 'Lookout/

"
Another

lunatic said that all men were born honest except those with
crooked intellects. Another lunatic insisted that all men were
bornliars andscoundrels, and everyman would steal werehenot
afraidthat his neighbors wouldfinditout. Anotherlunaticsaid
thatRome rose andfell; a blade of grass rises and falls; stocks
riseand fall; man rises and falls; everythingrisesandfalls

—
the

American.Republic likewise.
According to the 'Germania/ AbdulEerim, theTurkishConi-mander-in-Chlef, whois stated to have takenaleading partinin-

stigating the "Bulgarian atrocities," is a Prussian. He was
formerly a captain in the Prussianarmy,andarelationof his is
nowamemberof the GermanParliament.

Lord Waveney has issued a pamphlet in support of Lord
Stratford's proposal that Bosnia, Herzegovina, and Bulgaria
shouldbegoverned by a EuropeanCommission. Hesuggeststhat
Russia, Austria, Germany and Italy should be invitedto furnish
the principal corps of occupation,and that toEngland shouldbe
entrusted the guardianship of the Sea of Marmora andtheDar-
danelles.

The followingis anillustrationofthe developementofEnglish
spelling in thePunjab. The 'Punjab Advertiser

'
is assuredthat

itisaverbatimcopy of aletterrecentlyreceivedby aschoolmaster
in thenorth from a householder inhis locality:

— "Cur,ass,you
area manof no legs andIwish to inter mysun inyourskulL"
The obscurityandseeming offensiveness of this addressdisappear
on translation. What was intended to be written was

— "Sir.as
you are a man of knowledge,Iwish to enter my son at your
school."

— 'HindooPatriot/
Congress passed inJuly last a joint resolutionrequesting the

President to ask the pardon of Edward O. M. Condon, now im-
prisonedinGreatBritain on a life sentence for complicity inan
attempt to release Fenian prisoners. The resolution was trans-
mittedthroughSec. Fish, andMinister Pierrepont to LordDerby,
who laid it before the Secretary of State for the HomeDepart-
ment,and was told that

"
Her Majesty's Government were not

prepared to advise Her Majesty to extendher clemency to the
Fenianprisoners."

With the exception of two persons, all the Catholics of St.
Mark's Church, inWilmington, N.C.,numbering about 100 souls,
arerecent convertstothefaith. TheyhaveagoodCatholic school,
and the non-Catholics of the vicinity come in large numbers to
attend themonthly services inthechurch.

Thepoet Algernon Charles Swinburneisrather severeon the
ferocity of ThomasCarlyle. Swinburnebelievesinthe Turks,and
inapamphlet about them thus berates Carlyle, who believes in
theRussians:

— "Cruelty inIreland,cruelty inJamaica, cruelty in
the plantation, cruelty in the jail

—
each of these in turnhas de-

servedlyincurredtheindeliblecondemnation of his praise."
There is now staying on a visit toCaptainKerrich, at Geldeston,

anold lady who wasactually presentat andtook apassivepartin the
battle of Waterloo. Madame Van Cutsem, now the farmer of
Hougoumout, wasatthat time thegardener'sdaughter attheChateau
of Hougoumont, and aged five years. Her father, the gardener,
stuck to his post, retaining his little daughter as company. The
chateau itself wasoccupiedby theBritish Guards, and was through-
out the wholeof thememorable18thof June, 1815, the grand and
principalobject of attack. Madame has averyvivid recollectiono£
thekindness of our soldiers, who treatedher asapet,andkept throw*
ingherbits ofbiscuit out of theirhaversacks wherewithtoamuseher.
Atlast the chateau wasshelledin the afternoon and set fire to by
Jerome Bonaparte. Madamewas thenconductedby asergeant oftha

i Guards to a back gate, and her retreat secured into the forest of
Soignies. Madameis a widow,ofcourse advancedinyeais, buthale
andhearty, and now visitingEngland for the first time in her life.

—
'Norwich-Argus/

Of the Jesuits whohavebeenexiledfrom Germany for the last
fouryears, wefind some account ina late issueof our contemporary
the c Germania/ Prior to 1872, the German province of the Order
had about 150 members ; and since their banishment these have
spreadoverallpartsof the globe. About twenty of them are now
living in theUnited States, whilst in Centraland South America five
of them hare settled. The vast majorityof theGermanJesuits, how-
ever, have selected British India for the field of their exertions.
Thereare ahundredof themin thePeninsula, and the Catholics of
the whole presidency of Bombay are entrusted to their spiritual
leadership. The schoolestablished by the German Jesuitsat Bombay
musters no less than 600 scholars, most of them heathens, and has
been incorporatedwith theuniversity of thatcity. In this way they
go,puttingBismarck to shame.

"Nearly everyday," says the'New YorkHerald/ "the papers
have tochronicle the mysterious disappearance of some stranger in
the city,either male or female, and though the police are applied to
and tha city is searched from end to end, often no traces or tidings
can be found of themissing persons. Sometimesit isamerchant from
some far off city,sometimes a younggirl, strange to theways ofNew
York life and ofttimesapoordistracted wife insearchof a husband
whohas desertedher and left her to subsist on the cold charity of
the world. It is odd that the police authorities so often fau to
obtain any clue to these mysterious disappearances, when tha
systemofobtaining informationis claimed tobe boperfeot/'

Afterhaving admirably performed the functions of the "devil's
attorney-general

"
in theMarpingen affair, the Prussian authorities

hare ignonjniouelyabandonedall their positions. Tie frjeitf tfw<
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will be tenmiles long. Dynamite is used for thepurposeofblast*
ing,andall the drills are the ordinary chilled steel, the diamond
drillbeingunemployed. Theusual machine for driving the drills
is employed, and -works entirely by means of compressed air,
whichisbrought fromthe reservoir by means of alarge ironpipe.
Thereservoirsare suppliedby a number of condensing engines,
turnedby water, for which purpose a mountainstream, is, some
wayabove themouthof the tunnel, divertedintoasluice-way. A
pressureof tenor twelveatmospheres is always maintained. The
St. Gothard tunnel will be the shortest route from England to
Italy,and will, doubtless,be partof the directroute fromIndiato
England. There will beaheavygradeon the linesbefore entering
the tunnel, but engineers have proved that it will not impede
travel. The success of the tunnel is already so admitted a fact
that a competitive route has been arranged in France, to run
through theRhone Valleyand theSimplon Pass toItaly.

The
'Germania'ofBerlin gives theofficial statistics of deser-

tions in the Prussian army. From these we learn that in 1874
therewere16,539 desertions and17,112 attempts at desertion. In
thenavythe number of deserters was 714, and those whounsuc-
cessfully triedto followtheirexample amountedto 783.

The '* bread-basketlaw," by whichthe stipendsof allCatholic
priests are stopped

—
save of those who prevaricate, and give

Mammon thepreference toGod
—

hashadthis onebeneficialeffect
of drawing out the innate energies of the Catholic people, and
rendering the clergy practicallyindependentof the powersthatbe
inthe State. A splendid example of this kind was givenquite
recently at Cologne. The vicar-general of the archdiocese, Mgr.
Bandri, was turnedout of his officialresidence for refusingto give
in his adhesion to the "MayLaws." Thereupon a lady of his
congregationplaceda, house at his free disposal, which haduntil
thenbeenlet for J6240 per annum

—
averyhighrent for Germany—

adding that if hecould find a more convenient residence near
the cathedral she would pay the rent for him up to theamount
named. This isgenuine practical Christianity,whichbeatsall the
languidtwaddleof ExeterHalltoatoms.

Fromthe'ToiceofMariaLaach/ anofficialorganof the Society
ofJems, welearnthat that orderhas scattered all over the world,
andnumbers 9,290. According to the 'Tablettes Statistiques/ the
Freemasonshave 796,250 members— 2lo,B9l inEurope, and 585,269
inAmerica. The proportionofJesuits toFreemasonsis then asIto
86, but, notwitstanding their immense numerical superiority, the
Freemasons fear the Jesuits. The latter areclothed with the armour
of truth, while over the formeris thrown but the thin web of false-
hood.

They have a strangeway inPrussia of making prisoners pay foi
their ownkeep. Last 3ear the Coadjutor-bishop of Posen, Mgr.
Cybicbowski, waskept induress fornine months forhavingdonewhat
the Church wantedhim todo,and which did not meet with favoui
in the eyesof Bismarck. Scarcely hadhegot out of prison when a
demandnote waspresented tohim for the amount of J67 9s. 2jd. foi"cost ofimprisonment" (Haftkosten.) To this theprelatemade no
objection on principle, but having had his salary stopped by the
Prussian Government,he declaredhecould not afford the luxury o;
nine months' prisonout of his private means. The obtuse provincial
government were about to distrain Mgr. Cybichowski's property when
ananonymousbenefactor paid the amount into the Gnesen Court
and thebailiffs were sent.about their business, cr rather away froir
theirbusiness.

When our Protestant brethren of the better class obtain ar
insight into the real workof theCatholicChurch, theiradmiration foi
itis asunboundedas itis just. Occasionally we find apebbleamonf
the debris of our anti-Catholic exchanges which leads us tohope thai
all the writersfor them are not somalevolentasmisinformed. As ar
example,here is an appreciationof the workof the Holy Childhood
from a Chicago Presbyterian, the * Interior

'
:

"Bishop Kyai
(Catholic),of Buffalo, among other charities, commends the

"
Society

of theHoly Infancy"
—

a little folks society for the reliefofabandonee
children. We think this idea averybeautiful one, in everyview
The littleonesareremindedthat Jems was once a child like them
selves, and they are taught to give toother children forHis sake
"For Jesus' Bake" is made the mainspring of their benevolence
That is sweet andimpressive training whichwill gowiththemthrougl

Sevenmillionpounds sterling spent annually inLondonupoi"
charity." So says a gentleman who has set himself up as ai

authority on such matters, namely, Lord Claud Hamilton, th<
Conservative M.P.for Lynn Kegis. And yet we hearcontinually
of deathsfromdestitution. Isit possible that those who complaii
of the little good that is done withsuch enormous funds cannosee the cause ofwhat they so justly condemn? There was a tim<in England—

long before the Reformationand the hundreds oiH^ems" thathavesprung therefrom
—

whencharity was dispensed
a matter of religion and love by the Catholicreligious house:which thenoverspreadtheland. Well may the poor of England

long for areturn of that time.
The directorsof theLiverpool Philharmonic Societyhavehad

topayafine of forty shillings (copyrightfees) for allowing Mdlle
Zare Thalberg to sing"I'malone

"
inBenedict's"Lilly ofKillar

ney" at oneof theirconcerts. A curious circumstance connected
with this matter is the fact that SirJulius Benedict himself was
the conductor at the concert, and thus it appears thatacompose]may not perform or assist in the performance of his own musi<
with impunity.

Thepopulationof China is 405millions, with 28i millions ol
outlyingpeople. HongKong Beems to havedecreasedbyupwards
of 2,000 since last year, the number now given being 121,985
Japanis set downat 33,299,014.

Lord Beaconafield has completed his 716t year4 having beer
bornonDecember21, 1805;andMr.Gladstonehis 67th year,his
birthday beingDecember 29,1809.

There is in SaaFrancisco au organisation of atheists,com-

15


