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NEW ZEALAND TABLET,

Friday, March 2, 1877.

HOGG AND HUTTON’S ADVERTISKMENT.
T)ORT WINE, 1834 Viﬂtage, 42 years old; per dozen, 110s.

JORT WINE, 1844 Vintage, 32 yeara old. A bargain. Per
dozen, 758,

BROWN SHERRY, 10 years. Just received. Rare value Per
dozen, 75s.

COLONIAL WINES, 30s. to 35s. per dozen.

LORNE WHISKEY ((Qenuine), 48s. per dozen,

HOGG AND HUTTON, Qctagon.
ANTED, for ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC SCHOOL
QUEENSTOWN, a Certificated Male Teacher. For further
particulave, apply to

J. F. TULLY, 8xceerany,
Bt. Joseph’s Bchool Committee,
QUEENSTOWN,

TO TEACHERS.

ANTFD, a Teacher for ST. PATRICX’S SCHOOL, NASFRY.

Salary is £8 per month. Residence provided for single

pereon. A ldarge attendance may be relied upon if the teacher gives

satisfaction. Applications, with testimonials, will be reeeived ou or
before the 1st MARCH, by

BE. ROYER, Catholic Pastor,

M A I T L A N D H O T B 1L,
Cormet of Walker and Maitland Streets,

DUNEDIN.
J. 4. CONNOR, PROPRIETOR.

Having purchased a long lease of the above premises, Mr Connor begs tn an-
mounce that he has resolved to pull down the present bu lding and erect, on this
most eligible site, a eommodious and elegant structure that will be worthy of the
ueighborhood and city. Plans are now in the hands of Mr. 1), Ross, architect, snd
a0 time will be lost in prosecuting the work to its completion » particulars of which
will appear in future issues of the TADLET,

“he *ea

ANTED, a Situation as BOOK.KEEPER, by & Gentleman
of good education and unexceptionable references, Address,
A.B., Tasrer Office, Dunedin.

diew Kealand Tablet,

FiaT JusTiTia,

FRIDAY, MARCH 2, 1877.
u ETHICS REDUCED TO PRACTICE.”

— e e e

Ta1s city is honored at present with a bright genius who
gives free-thought lectures in one of the theatres on Sun-
day evenings ; and a very proper place a play-house is for
Mr. Brianr’s free-thought lectures.  From the reports of
them published from time to time in the daily papers it is
fair to conclude they must be as amusing as any farce, and
quite as Christian. The one delivered on Iast Sunday
evoaing, and reported in the ‘ Evening Star’ of Monday, is
a fierce, unprovoked, and unmeaning onslaught on the
Catholic Church, Popes, Clergy, and the Bible. It is free
with a vengeance.  In the midst of a Christian community
this literary mountebank and itinerant lecturer vilifies and
blasphemes everything that Christians revere and held most
sacred. And whilst doing so he hesitates not to talk of the
vices of Christians, of peace, and a brotherhood of man.
kind !

This free-thinker who claims and exercises the right to
think as he pleases, but clearly repudiates the responsibility
under which every man lies to think correctly and charitably,
thus delivers lumself in reference to “the Great Old
Catholic Church to which even he is s debtor in that he
has the modicum of education he possesses: “ By the end of
the fifteenth century that system which had been fashioned
by Coxsraxrise—and which did nut deserve the name of
Christianity—was at ite_worst, and had become a seothing
mass of corruption.”  Then it appears he treated his un.
fortunate hearers to some spicy pages from ID’Averexs,
whow, in the profundity of his ignorance, he mistakes for
a bistorian and an authority on historical subjects. This is,
of course, Christian conduct on a Nunday evening, and an
honest effort to promote peace, and the universal brother-
hood of mankind!  This is, indeed, a striking phase of the
pew Christianity—a new method of promoting charity. Is
it not very likely to win to free-thought all the victims of

priesteraft ?

Is it not presenting a lovely picture of tho
moral qualities, mental calibre, and cultyre of free-thinkers
Why the world will be enamoured of their lave of truth,
their spirit of forbearance, their pacific disposition, and
their sensitive, tender, regard for the ideas, feelinga, and
principles of the hundreds of millions of men they muat
gain to their cause before they can hope for the grand con-
summation which ia fast approaching, viz., *“ the fatherhood
of Gop and the brotherhood of Man 1"

But seriously, things must be desperate down at the Prin-
cess of Sunday evenings. ¥t is quite evident the stimulant of
a no-Popery crusade, as usual, 1a needed to attract a crowd.
We wonder if this series of what i facetiously called * Free-
thought Lectures " has enabled Mr. Brraar's committee
to recoup the deficit of the former course. We sympathise
with them under their previous loss; but we decidedly
object to be gibbeted to help them to indemnify themselves,
more particularly as we Catholica find ourselves described
or rather caricatured on the authority of enemies only.
The lecturer does not seem to have ever read a single
Catholic author, Wrcgirrrs, Huss, LUTHER, CALvVIN,
Paine, GinsoN, Vorraiee, D’AvuBiewE, et hoc geaus
omne, are his authorities—a herd of infidels, scoffers, and
heretics. We object to thia species of treatment. In com-
mon justice hoth sides ought to be hesrd, especially by =
free-thinker, and a very free speaker. The claims of
Catholics to such equitable treatment will appear to be
still stronger when it 1s borne in mind that all that has been
done to ameliorate the condition of humanity for eighteen
hundred years has been mostly done by the Catholic
Church. "But to read what this empty-headed and flippant
lecturer has been saying, one who knew ne better would
be inclined to believe that the greatest blessing to humani
has been in reality the greatest curse. This is shocking
not only to every Christian idea and principle, but also to
every man who bas even the slightest tineture of scholar-
ship, and it is an unpardonable cutrage on history and
truth.  But it is an outrage that will pay.

The great benefactors of humanity are, it appears to this
lecturer, all the heretics, infidels, rebels, and revolutionists of
the last four hundred years. These are the real reformars,
the benefactors of the human race, the regenerators of society.
First on the list of Mr. BRiGET comes WrickLIPPE, whose
philosophy culminated in a wretched pantheism, and who
actually formulated this proposition, viz., “ An ass is Gop.”
It is not wonderful that his followers, the LorLnamps, soun
broke into rebellion, filling the Church and nation with con-
fusion, and bloodshed and rapine. JoHN Huss ia another, who
translated the works of WickLIFFE into the Bohemiao lan-
guage, and accepted his teaching, even the proposition “An ass
is Gop.” His followers, too, goon emulated the undutiful
example of the LotLikps, and rose in insurrection against
the anthorities in Church and State. Luteer and Carviy
come next. Mr. BRigeT says LuTase had the truth on his
side, and LuTHER himself says he learned a good deal of what
he taught from the devil, in whom he firmly believed though
Mr. Briger does not. LUTRER also taught a good deal of
what Mr. BRIGET calls truth, “to spite the Pope.” A very
exalted motive, surely, in one who had truth on his side and
who was a great Christian and benefactor of humanity ! And
the high moral side of his character may be estimated from
his Table.talk, so luvingly preserved for the edification of after
age+ by his disciples and coadjutors in reforming Christianity.
CALVIN, too, it appears, was another pure Christian and lover
of liverty and free-thought, which he finely illustrated by burn-
ing Serverus for daring to differ from him in opinion.

In a previous lecture we saw that VorTaize was held up
a3 another shining light—a great example of pure Christian
morality, We were waiting to see how this was to be proved,
and we are greatly relieved to find that the lecturer has not
read any elegant extracts from his works, particularly from
that one which ve tells us he read for his niece, and which
cuntiing such choice specimens of his morality, which is such
a powerful instrument, according to Mr, Bricar, in ameliora-
ting modern society.

According to Mr. BricET, MosES was blood-thirsty, the
Patriarch Jacos a liar, DAVID an unimitigated villain; the
worthies of the Old Testament stink in the nostrils of this
modert saintof the Princess Theatre, Dunedin, wholauds Wick-
LIFFE, Huss, JERoME of Prague, Lurder, CALVIN, VOLTAIRE,
Paive, Huxg, GisBoN, &c. Words bave lost their old
significanee, vice is now virtue, falsehood truth, the destroyers
of the religion, peace, and prosperity of nations, the greatest
and best Christians, and most deserving benefactors of hu_



