
Butseriously, thingsmustbedesperatedownatthePrin-
cess ofSundayevenings. Itisquiteevident the stimulantofano-Popery crusade,as usual,isneeded to attracta crowd.We wonder if this seriesof whatia facetiously called"Free-thought Lectures

"
has enabled Mr. Bbiqht's committee

to recoup the deficit of the former course. "We sympathise
with them under their previous loss; but we decidedly
object to be gibbetedto help them toindemnify themselves,
moreparticularly as we Catholics find ourselves described
or rather caricatured on the authority of enemies only.
The lecturer does not seem to have ever read a single
Catholic author. Wicklippe, Huss, Lutheb, Calyin,Paine, Gibbon, Voltaire, D'Aubione, et hoc genusomne,are his authorities

—
a herd of infidels, scoffero,andheretics. Weobject to thisspecies of treatment. Incom-

mon justiceboth sides ought to be heard, especially by afree-thinker, and a very free speaker. The claims of
Catholics to such equitable treatment will appear to bestillstrongerwhen it isborne inmind that all thathasbeendone to ameliorate the condition of humanity for eighteen
hundred years has been mostly done by the CatholicChurch. But to read what this empty-headed and flippant
lecturer has been saying, one who knew no better wouldbe inclined to believethat thegreatestblessing tohumanity
has been in reality the greatest curse. This is shocking
not only to every Christian idea and principle,but also to
every man who has even the slightest tincture of scholar-
ship, and it is an unpardonable outrage on history andtruth. But it is an outrage that will pay.

The great benefactors of humanityare, it appears to thislecturer,all theheretics, infidels,rebels, and revolutionists of
the last four hundred years. These are the real reformers,
thebenefactors of the human race, the regeneratorsof society.
First on the list of Mr. Bright comes Wicklippe, whosephilosophy culminated in a wretched pantheism, and who
actually formulated this proposition,viz.,"An aas is God."It is not wonderful that his followers,the Lollards, soon
broke into rebellion, filling the Church and nation with con-
fusion,andbloodshed andrapine. John Huss is another, who
translated the works of Wicklifpe into the Bohemian lan-
guage,andacceptedhis teaching, eventheproposition "An ass
is God.' His followers, too, soon emulated the undutiful
example of the Lollards, and rose in insurrection against
the authorities in Church and State. Luther and Calvin
comenext. Mr. Bright saysLuthbr had the truth on hisside,and Luther himself sayshelearnedagooddealof whathe taught from the devil, in whom he firmly believed thoughMr. Bright does not. Luther also taught a good dealof
what Mr. Bright calls truth, "to spite the Pope." A very
exaltedmotive,surely,in one who had truth onhis side and
who wasagreat Christian and beuefactor ofhumanity! And
the highmoral side of his character maybe estimated from
his Table-talk, so lovinglypreservedfor theedification ofafter
age« byhis disciple9andcoadjutors inreformingChristianity.Calvin,too, it appears, was another pure Christian and lover
of libertyandfree-thought,whichhe finelyillustratedby burn-ing Servbtus for daring to differ fromhim inopinion.

In a previous lecture wesaw that Voltaire was heldup
as another shining light— a great example of pure Christian
morality. We were waiting to seehow this was to be proved,
aud weare greatly relieved to find that the lecturer has not
read any elegant extracts from his works, particularly from
that one whichne tells us he read for his niece, and which
e<>nt»ins such choice specimens of his morality, which is such
a powerful instrument, according toMr. Bright,in ameliora-
ting modernsociety.

According to Mr. Bright, Moses was blood-thirsty, the
Patriarch Jacob a liar, Davidan unimitigated villain; the
worthiesof the OldTestament stink in the nostrils of this
modern saiutofthe Princess Theatre,Dunedin,wholauds Wick-
lifpb, Huss,Jerome of Prague,Luther,Calvin,Voltaire,
Paine, Hidce, Gibbon, <fee. Words have lost their old
ciitnificance,viceis now virtue,falsehood truth, the destroyers
of the religion,peace,audprosperity of nations, the greatest
and best Christians, and most deserving benefactors of hu

This city is honored at present with abright genius whogives free-thought lectures in oneof the theatres onSun-dayevenings; and a very properplace aplay-house is forMr.Bbiqht's free-thought lectures. From the reportsofthem published from time to time in the dailypapers itisfair to conclude they mustbe as amusing as any farce, andquite as Christian. The one delivered on last Sundayevening,and reportedin the 'EveningStar
'
of Mondaj, is

a fierce, unprovoked, and unmeaning onslaught on theCatholic Church,Popes, Clergy,and the Bible. Itis freewitha vengeance. In the midst ofa Christiancommunitythisliterary mountebank and itinerant lecturer vilifies andblasphemes everything that Christians revereand holdmostsacred. And whilst doingso he hesitates not to talkof thevices of Christians,of peace, and a brotherhood of man-kind!
This free-thinker who claims and exercises the right tothinkas hepleases,but clearlyrepudiates the responsibility

under whicheverymanlies to think correctlyandcharitably,
thus delivers himself in reference to the Great OldCatholic Church to which even he is a debtor in that hehas the modicum of education hepossesses: " By the endofthe fifteenth century that system whichhad been fashionedby Constantine

—
and which did not deserve the name ofChristianity—

wasat its worst,and had become a seething
mass ofcorruption." Then it appears he treated his un-fortunate hearers to some spicy pages from D'Aubkhte,
■whom,in the profundity of his ignorance,hemistakes forahistorian andanauthority onhistorical subjects. This is,
ofcourse,Christian conduct on a Sunday evening,andanhoneßt effort to promote peace,ana the universal brother-hood ofmankind! This is, indeed,astriking phase of thenewChristianity—

anewmethod ofpromotingcharity. Isitnot very likely to win to free-thought all the victims of
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priestcraft ? Isitnot presenting; a lovely picture of th°moralqualities,mental calibre,andculture of free-thinkers?
Why the world will be enamoured of their love of truth,
their spirit of forbearance, their pacific disposition, andtheir sensitive, tender, regard for the ideas, feelings,and
principlesof the hundreds of millions of men theymust
gain to their cause before they canhope for the grandcon-
summation which is fast approaching, viz., "thefatherhood
of Godand the brotherhood ofMan!"
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HOGG AND HUTTON'S ADVERTISEMENT.
T)ORT WINE, 1834 Vintage,42yearsold; per dozen,110s.

I>ORT WINE, 1844 Vintage, 32 years old. A bargain. Per
dozen,755.

BROWN SHERRY,10 years. Just received. Rare value Perdozen,75b.

/COLONIAL WINES, 30s. to 355. per dozen.
KJ _
¥ ORNE WHISKEY (Genuine),48s.per dozen.

HOGG AND BUTTON, Octagon.

-V^T ANTED, for ST. JOSEPH'S CATHOLIC SCHOOL"
V QUEENSTOWN,aCertificatedMaleTeacher. For further

particulars, applyto
J. F. TULLY, Sbcbbtaby,

St.Joseph's School Committee,
QUEENBTOWN.

TO TEACHERS.

WANTFD, a Teacherfor ST. PATRICK'S SCHOOL, NASFBY.Salary is £8 per month. Residence provided for single
jifwon. A large attendance maybe relied uponif the teacher giressatisfaction. Applications, -with testimonials, will be received onorbefore the IstMAKCH,by

E. ROVER, Catholic Pastor.

MAITLAND HOTEL,
Cornet of Walkerand Maitland Streets,

DUNEDIN.
J. J. CONNOR, Proprietor.

Havingpurchased alonglease of the abovepremises, Mr Connor begstoan-
■ouncethat he has resolred to pulldown the present buIding and erect, on this
most eligiblesite,a commodious and elegant structure that will bo worthyof th»
neighborhoodandcity. Plans arenow in the handsof Mr. D.Ross, architect,and
«o time willbe lost inprosecutingthe work to its completion, particularsof which
willappear infuture issues of theTablet.

WANTED, a Situation as BOOK-KEEPER,bya Gentlemanof goodeducationandunexceptionablereferences. AddressA.8.,TabletOffice,Dunedin.
'


