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managed joint stock enterprises having, in the courseof the lost
threeyears,becomebankrupt, involving intheir ruinthousandsof
individuals of the middle class, the chief participators in these
swindling transactions are now being brought to justice by the
Attorney-General. The coming winter is looked forward to with
theutmostanxietyby thecommercialandindustrialworld. Large
ordersarenot being received;hundreds and thousandsof work-
peoplemust therefore be dismissed, to increase the discontented
masses of the socialists, who have swornwar to theknifeagainst
modernsociety. HereinBerlin a number of dwelling-houseß are
brought to the hammer every day, because the owners cannot
fulfil their engagments. House-rents have of late years been
screwed up toanunheard-of height,andconsequently houseshave
beensoldat incredibly highprices,whichnow,inthe rapidsinking
ofallprices,no longer yield interest. The owners,therefore, find
themselvesin the painful positionofnot being able tosatisfy th«
claims of their hypothecaries, so that the"house crash," as it is>
called, has become unavoidable. Such being the economicsitua-
tion,itis not to be wondered at that the German peoplewishes
above all things quiet and peace,not only in theEmpire butalso
throughoutEurope. Suspicionof Russia is therefore ever on the
increase,becausethe general warclamor thereis not only tolerated
by the St. PetersburgGovernment,butevenencouraged."

Great linguistic acquirements are among the characteristics
of the officers of the Austrian army. The two field-marshalsof
the empire speak five living languages. Amongthe fieldofficers
and the staff, thirty-one per cent,speak Italian, thesamepropor-
tion, the Tchek or Bohemian; twenty-four per cent., French;
twenty percent., Magyar;eighteen per cent., Polish;twelveper
cent., Croatian;eight per cent., Roumanian; seven per cent.,.
Servian; seven per cent., Slovaque; five per cent., Ruthenian;
and threeper cent, English. Thiscalculation is madewithoutin-
cluding German whichisthe official language of the army. And
still Catholicnationsare sunk inthe depthsof ignorance.— 'Catho-
licReview.'

Among the"illustriousmen who here inlAmericahave left the
ranksof Protestantismfor the Catholic Church, are theMost Rev.
James Roosevelt Bayley, D.D., Archbishop of Baltimore; Most
Rev.James Frederick Wood, D.D., Archbishop of Philadelphia;
Right Rev. Josue Young, D.D., late Bishop of Eric; the late
BishopTyler, of Hartford;Bishops Becker, of Wilmington;Gil-
mour, of Cleveland;Rosecrans, of Columbus;and Wadhams, of
Ogdensburg;L. Silliman Ives,D.D., ProtestantBishopof North
Carolina, who having seen the light of truth in the Catholic
Church,renounced every earthly consideration— dignities, honors,
wealth, friends— and braved contumely and insult to become a
simple laymanin her fold;Very Rev. George H. Doane, Vicar-
General of the Diocese o£ Newark, and son of the Protestant;
Bishop of that name;Rev. James Kent Stone,latePresidentof
Hobart and KenyonCollege,now a Paulist Father; VeryRev.I.
T.Hecker,Francis A. Becker,A. F.Hewett. EdwardDwight Ly-
man,Episcopalclergymenof distinction, andnow Catholicpriests;
Generals Rosecrans, Pike, Graham,Newton,James A.Hardy, and
others;Orestes A.lßrownson, LL.D., the distinguishedreviewer,
whomLordBroughamis said to have styled

"
themaster-mind of

America;" GeneralD.W. CClark,of Vermont; Rev.Dr.Rodgere,
Dr.Joshua Huntington, the well-known author of "Rosemary,"" Gropings after Truth," etc.;Hon.Thomas Ewing, Senator from
Ohio,and for some time Secretaryof the UnitedStates Treasury;
Hon.Henry May,adistinguished orator,andone of the leaderssf
his ±>arty in the HouseofRepresentatives;Homer Wheaton,Esq.,
late of Poughkeepsie, N.Y., at first a lawyer of distinction, but
actuatedby zeal for the service of God,such ashe thensupposed
it to be,hedevotedhis wealth and talents, of asuperiororder, to
theProtestontministry,untilthe study of theologyhaving opened
his eyes to the falsity of his position, he was eventually ledinto
theCatholicChurch. Then there are the Hon.Thomas B.Flor-
ence,of Philadelphia,for sixteen years a member of the United
StatesHouse of Representatives;Hon. Judge T.Parkin Scott,of
Baltimore, and a host of others eminent in the different walks
of life.

Amonsterballoon, tocontainaccommodationfor fifty personc,
is to be constructed foi the Paris Universal Exhibition of 1878.
Ihegigantic aerialmachine will bethirty-four metres indiameter,
and wiflbekept captive by an immense rope of fivehundredand
fifty metres in length.

German papers state that Dr. vonDollinger, of Munich,has
suspendedthe delivery of his theological lectures in consequence
of their not being attended by anysufficient number of auditors.
The ecclesiasticalauthorities having interdicted theattendanceof
Catholicstudents at tire courseof the learned professor,his lecture
roomsarebecome almost deserted, andhis office asinecure.

The followingparticularsrelativeto theparentageof Mr.Sims
Reeves are said tobeauthentic:

—
CorporalJohnReeves, the sonof

a coachbuilder in Sheffield, joined the band of the Royal Horee
Artillery in 1806,having previously served in theMarines. His
son, the present Mr. Sims Reeves, was born in 1821. Corporal
John Reeves was a splendid singer and a good instrumentalist,
while the quantity of oldmusic lying in the library of theKoyal
Artillery band bears witness to his remarkable superiority as a
penman. He wasdischarged in1843, and died at Foot's Cray, ia
Kent,in1861. When Sims Reeves reached the ageof nine or ten
years he was attached to theband as a treble singer,andbeing
rather promising, applicationwas made for him and another boy
tobeenlisted. But there happened to be a number of orphans
whose fathers werekilled in the Peninsula, and whose mothers
were anxious to have them enrolled; and when the permission
came, a year or two later, Corporal John Reeves informedMr.
M'Kenzie,the bandmaster,that a clergymanof Foot's Crayhaving
taken notice of his son,he thought he would be able to do better
for him.

GENERAL NEWS.
The 'CatholicMirror,' discussing the election of the next

SPope, says:
— "The enemies of religion aremassing their forces in

anticipationof the Pope'sdeath, and havechosen themoment of
his deathfor a vigorous onslaught on the autonomyof thehier-
archy. A canonical election is to be prevented. The power of
vetoor confirmationonce granted to certain kings andemperors
andsubsequently revoked,is tobe reassertedandenforced. Fail-
ing inthis usurpationof authority, theCardinalsare tobedebarred
fromvoting, and the electionis tobemade by thepeopleof Italy.
Already a society, the"Catholic Association of Italy,"for assart-
ing the rights ofthe Christianpeople,andespecially of the citizens
of Borne,has been formed, and claims an"incontestableright to
elect theBishop of Rome." Thirty thousands of the lowest and'
vilestpersons in Italy,heretics, infidels and atheists, have com-
bined to change the mode of election. The kind of Pope this
rabble wouldselect may be imagined,and they are determined to
makeaselection. Whether the Cardinals arepreventedfrom vot-
ing,or whetherthey do elect a successortoPius IX.,the revolu-
tionists andmembersof secretandatheisticsocieties will also make
achoice. Then will the storm burstand thestruggles of an anti-
Pope,aidedandabettedby theenemies of the Church, tosupplant
the truePontiffwill once moreconvulse thecivilisedworld."

The heir of oneof the bestnames in theFrenchnobility, M.
"Charles de Courteilles, Marquisde Chavernay,has just entered the
Monastery of La Trappe. He was among the combatants at
Reichshoffen. Wounded at Monsbrown, says Galignani,he con-
tinued to fight, fell fromhis horse, and was left for dead. He was
about tobe buried withhis unfortunatecompanions whentha Ger-
mans perceived that he was still living. Made prisoner, he
escaped,returned to take service in the army of the Loire,andat
the combat ofBaume-la-Rowlands was again woundedand taken
prisoner. On his return to France he learned the deathof his
wife, who had fallen a victim to her devotednessin tending the
wounded. His father waskilled at the fight of Patay.

A strong and healthy girl, twenty-two years of age,named
EllenBradley,of Mullaghmore, nearOmagh,got her earspierced
by anamateur ashort time ago. Whether it was a rustyneedle
thatwasused inthe operationor from whatever cause, the girl's
earsbecame inflamed a few days afterwards. The inflammation
extended toher neck, turned toerysipelas, andshe died.

A balloon that ascended from the Alexandrapalace onAugust
23, was attacked by a bullon its descent in a meadow inKent.
Oneofthe aeronauts threwout the lasttwo bags of ballast, and the
balloon rose in time toescape thehorns of thebull. While goring
thebags andscattering their contents, the animal's horns came in
contactwith the grapnelrope, setting free the balloon and throw-
ingoneof the menout of the car. He seized thenettingand was
hauled into the car before the balloon hadascendedmanyhundred
feet. The air ship finallyanchored amile toleeward ofthe bull-

The Paris 'Revuedes DeuxMondes
'

sees inMr. Gladstone's
famous pamphlet nothing beyond " bitter eloquence," "melo-
drama,"and

"
of allthe proposedsolutions of the Easternquestion

the least satisfactory." The 'Revue
'

thus continues, "Would the
small autonomousStates he wishes to create on the banksof the
Danube andon the twoslopes on theBalkansbeinreality autono-
mous States ? Would not their independencebedelusive ? Would
they not some day have their Tchernajeff? Would theynot fall
into thehands of secret societies ? Moreover,the creation ofsuch
new States wouldnot be conformable with the territorial integrity
of the Ottoman Empire, of whichMr.Gladstone saysheis the de-
cidedsupporter. No;Europehas declared Mr. Gladstone tobe in
the wrong;ithas rallied to theproposalsof LordDerby. Let the
Conservative Cabinetcarryout its programme,andneither Europe
norEngland will fail toapprove it.

The new iSultan is described by a writer at Constantinople as
by no meansprepossessing inappearance. He is only thirty-four,
butlooks fifty,andis small,with ahard Armenian face, anda very
commonexterior.

The following anecdote aboutSub.-Lieutenantde MacMahon,
sonof thePresident of the Republic, was lately related by oneof
his comrades:— " Almost immediately after leaving Saint Cyr,he
was passing through Versailles,proud, of his officer's uniform, of
which, however,a false collar of not veryregimental appearance
diminished the severity. The youngofficer passedacolonel, who,
after having returned the salute, stopped and reprimandedhim
for his unmilitary appearance,andasked his name. But scarcely
hadhe glanced at the card presented by the young man than he
expressed his surprise at not having recognised the son of the
Marshal, and was profuse inhis politeness. 'Very well,Colonel,
card for card,' saidthe youngman,'Imust ask for yours,because
Ihavenot the honor of knowing yourname.' The colonel at once

t\ndedhis card,and the other at once went to the Elyseeto make
complaint to his father. An hour after the colonel andsub.-

lieutenantwerebothordered toconfine themselves tobarracks for
four days— one for his non-regimentalcostume, and the other for
nothavingpunished the offence.

The Berlin correspondentof the
'London Telegraph

'
writes:

"As to the wishes of the German people,Imay confidently main-
tain,after close and constant observation, thatthe first and fore-
most of these is, that the ImperialGovernmentuse all itsinfluence
topreventa war betweenindividualGreat Powers, butabove all a
European war; for, though Prussia issued from the three last
world-shaking wars asavictor, covered withglory, yet the middle
classinPrussia and throughout Germany fears nothing so much
as thebreakingout of anewwar,even though it should end once
more in victoryto theEmpire. Theeconomiccrisis whichfollowed
the swindle years 1871-3 has done so much havoc inallstrataof
society, especially in the middle class, that many years will be
neededtorecover fromit. The majority of the greatdishonestly
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