BAN FRANCISCO MAIL TELEGRAMS.
(From our ]j;ﬁ_y+aontemporaﬁes.)

AToKLAXD, DEcEMEBER 31,
¥ of 8ydney arrvived this moring,

TrHmail sleamers Australia and Cit

Owing to one of the pessengers of the A:istralio dying of small-pox
on the previous day, both eteamers anchored nt the Quaarantine-grosnd,
At Kandavau, on the 16th December, the Anstralis wns quaraniined.
Bhe loft San Francisco on the Sth {Aucklnnd time) but had to put
back owing to a collision with » ferry-beat. After awailing instruct
ions mails and passengers wers landed, snd boih steamers proceeded
to Sydney, taking on the New Zealand cargo.

The presidential eiection resulted as follows Hayes, 185 ;Tilden,
184, The aceuraey of the return is disputed by the Damoeratic party,
and it is not unlikely that the matter will come before Congress for set-
tlement, the mojority of that body being Republicans. It is thought
thet Haycs, majority will be sustained now.

The Extredition Trenty having been agreed upon, immediate
steps weve taken to arrest all forgers.

A revolution, beaded by Colonel Alsina, Minister of War, broke
out in Buenos Ayres, and Brenoe Ayers is in o state of siege,

Tolegrams in the middle of November rolated to active military
preparations, but they were less threatening at the beginning of the
present montlh,

The eoldiers on furleugh in Ireland have been orlered to join
their regiments, and all furtoughs are temporarily suspended.

The authorities of Devonport Dockyard have recsived orders to
prepare the ironelad turret ships Cyclops and Hydra forimmediate
uetive service. Grent activity prevails in Woolwich Arsenal, An
imperative order was issued that the production of rifle ball cartridge
be inereased to 2,000,000 per week., This was explvined as being con-
sequent on the change to Martini-Henry rifle in India.

The * Pull Mall Standard’ and other Conservative journals ex.
press complete distrust of the Czar’s pacific assurunces s expressed
to Loxd Laftus,

The * Globe' states that all
been ordered to place their
Government.

The large hospitals are being aholished, and the physicians in the
south of Bussin have been invited to enter the army,

The Bothechilds are snid to have promised to adrance Russia
money. The loan will nol. be made publie. Russin’s conditions are
said on "Change to he so favourable {hat the Rothschilds can easily
dispose of the Joans privately.

A lnrge portion of the trains suitable for erossing tlie Davnube are
arriving in Bessarabia, and nre being sent on to Pruth.

The ‘ Times”* Vienna dispatel oxplains that there are { wo contros
of military operntion—in sowthern Russia Kisheneff is the hoad-
quarters of operations of the army, while at Odessa 120 000 men are
being collected under General Todalexan, who is charged with the
defence of the Black Sen eonst. It is stated Lhat part of the sicge
artillery, cousisting of ninety.two gune, is being furmed at. Chottyd
on the river Dniester,

Political correspoondence report 1hat beside 150,000 men of ihe
firet and second class of Turkish reserves who sti!l remain to be called
out to replace the regular troops in parrison, tle Mukhatar Pasha is
concentrating 20 battolions of Turkish troops at Caranova, near
Dergatis, on the Austrian frootier. The iroops will embark for Con-
stantinople,

The Rowmsnian Government is preparing everything vequisite
for calling out territorial troops and the militia, which would incruase
the Roumanian forces to 100,000,

The entire Polish contingent of the Russian army Jas been sent
out of the Polish provinces for service in the feld. The Russian
garrisons will 1emain in Warsaw and other large towns in Russin.

Intelligence from Wareaw indicates an impending I'olieh rising.

A dispateh to the * Standard’ fiom Berdin says that Prince Bis-
merck’s stalemgnts e quoted by all Germany with the greatest
satiefaction. In his remarks on Haturday Bismarck deelared that if
Russia threatened to be victorious in the im ending wur, he believed
England would occupy Egypt should the Turkish Trea: ¥ be violated
by thie Russian farces.

The Italian Parlinment has opened. The King in  long speech
fiom the throne in reference to the threatening events transpiring,
expressed confidence in the suocess of counsels of moderation to which
his Government had given effectual support.

Threelargeislands, Hattinh, Sundeep, and Dakin Shahabazh are,
and numerous smnaller islands included in Buackergunge and Chitta-
gong districts, were entirely submerged by a storin wave on 3lst
October, as was algo the mainland For five or six miles, These
islands are all in or near the estuary of the River Megna. The
largest, Dakin Shohabazhare, was 500 square miles in extent, and
had a population of about 240,000, Hattiah and Bundeep together
had about 100,000. Up to 11 o’clock on the night of the 31et theve
were no signs of danger, but before midnight the wave had swept
over the country to the depth in many places of 20 teet, surprising
people in theirbeds. The dense grove of cocoanwuts and palm trees
around the villeges enabled many to save themselves by climbing
the branches. Some took refuge on the tops of their honses, bt
the water burst houses asunder and sweptthem to sen. Some were
swept across the channel 10 miles to Chittagong, but the vast
majority were never heard of again. There is searcely a household
in the islands and on the adjacent coast but has lost some of its
members. ‘There is much distress among the survivors, which
Government jis relieving. It is believed that not a third of the
population survived. The stench from the putrifying bodies is

nsufferable, and a general outbrealk of choler

n a is expected.
The Turkish commander of the Black Nea Fleet, in addressing
bhis men, szid: “This year you are destined to fight against the
epemies of our religion. Remember that the sailors of the Black
Ben gained glory at Sebastopol.

railroad eompanies in Russia Lave
lines at the absolule disposul of the
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In an inundation at Adrianople a thonsand honses were washed
awoy. C
yA Roman journal says the Marquis of Salishury’s declarations
exclude the iden of England and Russia going to war, but regards
war, between Russia and Turkey as inevitable. .

Sir Julius Vogel, interviewed by n, *Frisco veporter, said if the
Colonial Government had uegotiated for the Amencan_su_bmdy it
would probably have been secured, but the contractors in-istod on
receiving it. e thought the Colonics had nob heen well treated
by America. Extravagant promiscs of subsidy made at the outset
were never fulfilled If the Australian trade was worth having,
America should assist in devcloping it. If the present contract
broke down he did not think the Colonies would take any further
action.

Bismarck has visited London. Tn hisspeech, on 4th December,
at Berlin, he said, thanks to Germany, England would prgbu.b]y
allow the inevitable Turkish war to be localised. Austria was
placed in o dificult position by recent events,

The Roumanian Government have notified the Prefects of the
early arrival, on the way to the Danube, of 150,000 Raussian troops.

A ‘Times’ dispateh says Turkey has withdrawn her troops
from Bosnia and Herregovina, with the intention of not resisting
Austrian occupation of those provinces, In the event of a Russian
iuvasion Austria ordered the cceupation of Transylvanian and Mol-
dnvian passes the moment Russia enters MOIdﬂ.Vh.L.

Twenty-one battalions of infantry, seven regiments of cavalry,
and eighty guns have been told off by the British Govemmenp for
serviec in the East if necessary for the protection of the British
interest,

Russia has placed torpedoes at the entrance to prorts of trade,

Raussia is in o perfect state of collapse and hankruptey

THE PRICE OF NATIONAL AMBITION.
oy r—
Tne penalty which Germony pnys even for nalional unity is a vast
standing army. This she imposes on her neighbouring nations. How
ean a tiuce which converls every citizen into n roldior, and every
villago into an wrmed camp, be ecalled « pesce? Europe is now an
armed camp.  This is mainly because of the battle of Sedan. Ger-
many has 1,700,000 men undor arms, ineluding her army nnd navy.
For these, although eho is cconomical beyond noy other nation in
HKurope, she pays $100,000,000 a year. England’s soldiers acd
sailows comprise nearly balf a million men, ut a yearly cost of
4124,000,000. Austrin spends $54,000,000 a year for an army of
535,000 men, although she has difliculty in paying her debts, We find
even little countries like Belginm and Denmark with large armies,
costing 1nillions of dollars every Fear. Spain, whose credit is g
mockery in the money merkets of Europe, whose industry is
paralyzed, and her commerce little more thau a neme—Span, with
everyl impetus to economy and retrenchment and poace—must have
270,000 men, for which she pays over $30,000,000.  Frauce; with hey
army and navy, hee 1,700,000 men under urins, costing $133,000,000
per annum.  fiven Greece, who cannot suppress the brigunds that i.-
fest her hills, must have 30,000 men. Italy, which would not sond s
commisston to the OCeutenninl Exhibition ot Philadelphia for rensons
of economy, can aff.xd to keep several thousands of men under arms,
at a cost of ne.rly 350,000,000 per ennwin.  While little Holiand, ane
of ihe meat useful and harmiess countries in Europe, finds 100,000
men necessaty for her independence.  Kven bweden, away, we should
think, from the sweep of European ambition, and protected by her
isolation, 19 compelled to lieep 160,000 nmien under prms, Switzerland
has 180,000, and Turkey is rapidly going to the devil with an army of
30,000 men. . .

Altogether, therefore, Europe to-day Las over 9,000,000 sollicrs
under arms, for which she spends nearly $700,000,000 per anmun,

A horrible story iz abroad concerning Mr. Sammel Lester, of
Shelter [sland, who recently suddenly died, as was supposed, at
Norwich, and whose body was taken home for interment. It is to
the effect that the person employed to fill the grave while doing so
heard strange noises coming from the coffin, as of a man trying to
break his way out. The report continues than the an supersti-
tiously fled, to return soon after and hear the noise repeatod ; that
he finally filled up the grave, but said nothing concerning what he
had heard until some days after. The coffin was after a while ex.
humed, and it was found that the man had been buried alive, the
evidences of o struggle for relense from his awful fate being pain-
fully apparent.—New Haven ¢ Palladinm,” September 19,

At Zitlichau (Silesin), on Angust 23, the Emperor, William
received at the railway station, where he was passing, a &eptlbatig
of Protestant clergymen. Addressing them his Majesty eid -
You have o great and iimportant charge in the Fatherland. You
must maintain and strengthen faith and religion in the peopie.
But this is not all; you must also wake up this faith. This is an
important mission, and a henvy and toilsome task, especially now
when faith has sunk so low, and religion is assailed mn so Hnny
ways.”

¥ 'The s.8. Oriental was in the cyclone at 11.30 a.m. on Baturday,
the 7th October, about 100 miles off Calingapatam. She passed
right through the oyclone, and when in its centre experienced a
perfect calin.  Quite n number of birds and butterflies took refuge
on the vessel when in the centre of the cyclone, and wers g0 ex-
hausted that they saffered themselves to be caught by the hand.
The steamer lost three of her hoats, while two of the crew nearly
lost their lives. On cmerging from the centre, and passing
through the storm ring, the gale was terrific. Tha direction of
the eyclone is supposed to have been from the east to west. The
period occupied by the vessel in passing through it was about four
ond a-half houra,— C. Examiner,’



