
of these societies as we doin Ireland;otherwise his discourage-
ment would bemore direct and outspoken;butany one whohas
beenfamiliarwith theproceedings of these missionaries will pray
that the wretchedBulgarians maynot,inaddition to theirothermisfortunes,haveaddedthe invasion of a swarm of these adven-
turers. We haveno admirationwhateverfor Sclavic Christianity.
We believeittobeof averydegradedsort. Whatever ofsympathy
■wehavegiven the Bulgarianshas not been at all on accountof
theirbeing Christians,buton the groundof merehumanity. Bat,
whatever their faith be, we would rather they were" allow^dktopreserve itundisturbedthan haveit made the object of attack by
such aswarmof mercenaries as weremember ivIreland.. Suchas
it is, they hold it honestly, and we shouldnob like to see them,
inducedtobarterit,inordertogetfoodforthemselvesandchildren,
for that"pure Gospelreligion," whichmissionaries of the class we

j remember sellalong with the soup tickets they havetodistribute.

THE UNKNOWN CONTINENT.
Wb areliving.Bays the PallMall'Gazette,"inanago of surpriseanddiscoveries,and someof these of anature to change all the material
relations which have hitherto governed the distribution of the race
over the earth's surface. Seas once separated are joined by man's
labor;deserts andsteppesand loftymountain ranges cease to oppose
impassable harriers between nations. Ironroads traverse the Rockj
Mountainsasthey have alrpady pierced the Alps,linking together the
Atlantic and Pacificby a direct line from shore to shore, while for
purposes of communication LiverpoolandNew York speak with each
other across (he ocean with the quickness of thought. Voyagesof
fivemonths aroundthe Cape toIndiaand Chinaare nowreduced to
less than asmany weeks. So rapidis progressinevery fieldof human
activity, that fact outruns anticipation, aud the most activeimagina-
tion lags behindin themarch ofevents. i

Innoprovincecanthis bemoretrulysaidthanof geographical
discovery, especiallyin Central Africa. Itwasbut yesterday that
Lieutenant Cameron returned from a

"
walk across Africa" from

sea tosea,andyet therehasbeentimetohearof thecircumnaviga-
tionof the AlbertNyanza,and the missing link required tounite
the White Nile with its source in that inland sea of equatorial
Africahasbeenfound at last. Howmanyages of the worldhave
succeeded each othersince thefirstattemptstodiscover the sources
of theNile! When thePharaohsruledinEgyptandEthiopiaand
builtacity atMeroeaftercrossing the Nubiandesert, efforts were
madein this direction;but thereis noreasontobelievethat either
thearmiesor theexplorersofPharaoheverpenetratedfar into the
country; and when Herodotus inquired of the priests for the
Bources oftheNile, theyhad only a ridiculous story togive about
its rising from four fountains between Egypt and Abyssinia.
Diodorus Siculus, at a much later date, did not get any better
informationfromthepriests or philosophersof Memphis. When
the Greeks entered the countryand an exploringexpedition was
sent out tosail roundAfrica, theyneverpenetrated to the sourcesof theNile.

Neither the Persians nor the Phoenicians knew anything of
inner Africa. TheRomansdidnotsucceedmuch better. Although
Nerosent anexploringexpeditionuptheNile,it seemsonly tohave
reachedthe marshy country near Khartoum. They made the
desert theirsouthernfrontier. Ina word,the ancientsknewlittle
of innerAfrica beyondsuch informationas Ptolemy hadcollected—

pickedup, it might have been, from slavesin Cairo or ontheBarbary coast— that the Nile proceeded from great lakes, and
across the Sahara was another river running eastward. Nor was
this state of ignorance much improved in latter ages, when the
Berbers wereconvertedto Islam, andcamel caravanstraversedthe
Sahara. Arab merchants settled, indeed, on the banks of the
Niger,and then, asnow, roamed from kingdom to kingdom;but
they contributednothingto the knowledge of those inner regions
of Central Africa. They converted the Soudan into

"
asecond-

hand Asiatic possession," as Barth described it, and there they
stopped.

Andnow from that same Khartoum where the Romans werechecked.ColonelGordon'sprogressincommand ofthepresent ruler
of Egypt's expeditionary forces have been steady andcontinuous Juntilcrownedwith the triumph already mentioned. After estab- jlishing achain ofmilitaryposts from Lardo on theUpperNile to
Victoria Nyanza on the one hand, and Magungo on the Albert !
Nyanzaon the other,hedispatched Signor Gessiin twolife-boats.!What this meant can only be realised whenit is knownthat the j
life-boatswere each capable of containing sixty or seventy wen;jthere wasalso onesmall steamerof thirty-eight tons;and they all |
had tobe moved in pieces by Colonel Gordon from Gondokoroto !
Dufle, above theMakedoRapids,wherethey wereput togetherby !workmen obtained from Khartoum..With the two boats theAlbert Nyanza was circumnavigated, and its exact dimensions I
determined. Itwas found to be one hundred and fortymiles in
length, with a width of fifty miles

—
considerably less than hadbeenimagined; just as LakeNyanza was recently found by abso-lute measurement tobe nearly onenundredmiles longer than was

supposed. ThePresidentof the GeographicalSociety rightly said'
at the lastmeetingthat soimportant and rapid hadbeen the.dis-coveries of the last three or four yearsthatanewmap of Africamust bemade,thepresentlarge diagrambeingno longer availableas a record of ourknowledge.

"

THE MEXICAN ENIGMA.
The condition ofMexico,ournearest southernneighbor,continues,
we regrettosay,a puzzle to the Americanpublic. Aboutoncein
six days we receivenews fromit viaHavana, asno information,re-
liable or otherwise, is allowed to pass over the frontier by the
faction thathas taken hold of the government of that unhappy
country. Fromthemeagrejinformation thusobtained,however,we
can'draw aconclusion ofthe actuil conditionof affairs inour sister
Republic". DaTejada, the worthysuccessor of Suarez,the Grand
Master of the Secret Societies, hasbeenre-elecfcedPresident,or, in
other words,military dictator, of Mexico, subject to the confirma-
tionof the national Congress. But as the national Congress is
composed of his partisans, and doubtless contains many of the
members of his Lodge, there can be nodoubt that the farceof an
election will be ratified with all the forms and solemnity which
thoseusurpersknowso wellhow to assume. But whatof the peo-
ple? Have they been consulted, or been allowed to vote fora
candidateforthehighestoffice in theState ? Notatall. Theman
whowasmostpotentin overthrowing theGovernmentof Maximi-lian, oneof themost tolerant and enlightenedprinces, who could
havemade Mexicoapowerrespectedin bothhemispheres, wasthe
petand the pride of the so-called Order of Free andAccepted
Masons, His successor stands in the samerelation to that order;
and whetherhe bo used by it, or it uses him, is of littleconse-
quence, as long as the liberties of the people, andinterests of re-
ligion, and the rights of the Church suffer from theircombined
attacks. No intelligent person willdeny that thepeople ofMexico
areCatholics. As a whole they are a quiet,inoffensive, and law-
abidingpeople, of implicit faith, and simple lives, who, under a
wise government, republicanor monarchical,would be thehappiest
of mankind. For this statement wehave the authorityof the lateBishop Timon, of Buffalo, who livedamong them and knewthem
well. Butinanevilhour they allowed the agents of sworn secret
societies to comeamongst them, toestablishlodges,propagateanti-
Catholic andatheistical opinions, and consequentlyto destroy,asfar as they could, all reverence for religion andauthority. The
evilseed thus sown has brought forth its fruit- Inthe first place,
wehave asmallmilitary clique,allmembers of secret societies,all
auti-Catholicin theirpublic acts,andpagansinprivate life,ruling-
apopulationof over sevenmillions whoareutterly and thoroughly
opposedtodissent and infidelity The consequence is— and those
who favor sworn secret organisations should, ponder on it

—
an-

tagonism between the authorities who are supposedtoadminister
the law, and the people at large who ought to obeyand respect
them. This accounts for the numerous rebellions or pronuncia-
menios that occur inMexico, and for the presentdisturbedcondi-
tionof that richandbeautifulcountry. Though the Lerdistshave
possessionof the capitalandoneor two of the seaboard States,by
virtueof theirsuperiororganisation, the greatmoss of the people,
capableof bearingarms, are in the field, and no less than three
distinctinsurrectionsareraging in the land, eachprovokedby the
tyrannyandintolerance of thepresent usurping Government. It
doesnot requirethegift of prophecy to foretellhow this condition
of affairsmust necessarily cud. Ina few years the United States
willhaveconsolidatedher strength, and thenher thirstforacquisi-
tion of more territory

—
her " manifest destiny"— will be again-

whetted,and as we formerly annexed Texas, and acquired'Cal-ifornia, New Mexico, and the vast territory west of the J&ocky
Mountains,soshallwe be anxious to dismember thepresentlie-
public ofMexico,andannexit inwhole or ivpart. Ths only sal-
vationfor thatdistracted country that we can sea is in theover-
throwof the presentrulers, the restoration of the rights of Catho-
lics andoftheirChurch, whichwouldensurenitionalunity, wherein
liesthe only bondandguaranteeof thepreservationof theMexican
nation.—' N.T.Tablet.'

TheBelgianpresspays a marked tribute to the musical gifts
of three young'Cork ladies, thedaughters of Mr.P.O'Brien,public
accountant. From oneof the papers, the 'BelgianNews' weex-
tract the following:— "

Two new songs have recently been pub-
lishedby M.Katto, G-alerie dv Roi; 'Si j'etais petit oiseau,'by
Mis3Augusta O'Brien, and

'
L'invocation a Dieu,' by her sister,

Miss Lavinia O'Brien. These songs reflect'much credit on the
young ladies, the words being pretty, and the music simpleand
pleasing. ■Some time ago we had also occasion" tonotice the com-
position.of anotherof this talentedfamily, 'L'HirondelledvTrou-
badourbyMiss Jessie' O'Brien, whichhas since obtained great
success. The talent and facility of composition developedinthe
youngerbranchesof this family is worthyof thestandardmusical
reputationof the land of their birth, the country of Balfe and
ArthurSullivan." A compliment of asimilar characteris made to
the giftedyoung ladiesby * L'EtoileBeige,'

SUSPICIOUS ALMOINERS.++ "
The 'Cork Examiner'sounds a note of warning which isworthattention:

—
Charity is beautiful,butevenit maybemade hideous.Thereare certain societies inLondonwhichcontrive togive it asuglyanaspect as it can possibly wear. They regard, a national

calamityprettymuch as avulturemust doa plague. When famineovertookIreland,and the people'sdistress awakened the compas-
sion of the whole world, thesemissionarysocieties availed them-
selvesof theeventtogetholdof themonies that charitablepeoplewerereadytogive,and devote them to purchasing the power ofperverting the consciencesof theCatholicpoor. Amovement of a
suspiciously similar character is now going on, the chanceof theBulgarian atrocitiesbeingseizedupon. Wearesolicitedbycirculartourgeallwhoart disposedtocontributeto the reliefof the niis3r-ablepeoplethere to send their donations to the Secretaryof theTurkishMissions' Society. We take the libertyinstead of sound-inga warningon the subject. Mr.Foster,whois averycautiousman,andevery_ word of whose speecheson thisparticular subjectseems tobe weighedwith scruples and. drachms, says:

— "Iwould
notdiscourageyou from sending money to the society inLondonif
you thinkright todoso,butIconfessIhavemyself alittle doubt
as tomakingamissionary societythe almonerfor the distribution
of charitable funds," Mr.Fosterprobablydoes notknow asmuch
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