
MrDionBoucicaulthaspromisedtowrite adrama,the subject,
of which will be the escape of the Feni*n convicts from thsAustralianpenalsettlement.

Friday,Dec. 29, 1876.] NEW ZEALAND TABLET
furnishing a sufficient proof of the fitness of the wholepiece to
supply theplace for whichit was intended by the talentedautho*ofthe verses. Themelodyis extremelypleasingandoriginal,andall impartialcriticsmust feel themselves satisfiedwiththe judg-
ment delivered by the three eminent professional gentlemen ofMelbourne,who awardedtoit the prize.

On Christmas Day several Masses were celebrated in St.
Joseph'sChurch, Dunedin,commencingat6a.m., andending with'PontificalHighMass offeredat11a.m. The congregationsthrough-,
out themorning werenumerous,and thenumberof communicant*'amounted toupwardsof 400. TheEev. Father Crowleypreached
in the forenoon,andhia Lordship the Bishop of theDiocese de-liveredst sermonin the evening, whenthe churchwas again well-filledat the recitation of the Rosaryand Benedictionof theMostHoly Sacrament.

We learnwithmuchregretof the deathof Dr. Holme,whichtook place suddenly at his residence in Dunedin, onWednesdaylast. The deceasedgentleman was of well-knowneminence inKbprofession,andforhisprivatevirtuesis much lamentedby alargecircleof friends.
On Wednesday next,3rd prox., % picnic will be given to the

boys attending the schoolsof theChristianBrothers. The steamerIron Agehas been engaged for the occasion, and will leave theEattray-streetWharf forPortobelloat 10 a.m.Amongst the moreusefulpublicationsrelating tomatterscon-nectedwithhealth,current atpresent,maybe reckoneda'"Treatiseon ScarletFever,' by Mr.E. H.Bakewell, M.D. An excellentmethodishere described of dealingwith thedangerous illnessinquestion, so as toobtaina speedycure. Directions are also fur-
nishedforpreventing the spread of infection, andmany valuablehints aregiveniv languageplainandeasyof comprehension.

Tablet,'because that journal attributed the ill-feeling that
*as so long existedbetween England andIreland to religiousdifferences. Now, we ourselves are ratherinclined to adopta view opposed to that put forward by the " Pilot '; for wecannot forget that the Anglo-Norman invaders of Ireland"became in the course of time "more Irish than the Irishthemselves." As the literature of Greece subdued thevictorious Romans, until,as Horace tells us, the conqueredbecametheconquerors, so did Celtic influences take posses-
sion of the minds of the Englishsettlersin the EmeraldIsle;and whatsoeverfeuds theymay in course of timehavebecomeengaged in, it can hardly be affirmed that they acted onprinciples genuinelyderived from a difference of race. Itwas not until theso-calledreformation had taken place thatEngland can truly be said to have become the oppressor ofIreland. But,although we felt inclined to doubt the justice<)f the 'Pilot's'views, we did not for a moment hesitate toinsert in ourcolumns thearticle that contained them j forwefelt that we shouldbe conferringabenefit upon our readersby placing before them an open question dealt with in themasterlymanner common to the writers in the journal towhich we refer; and weheld the matter to be amongst thoseonwhich Catholic journalsmay nagree to differ," and whichthey may discuss from opposite sides amongst themselvesTOtb.all friendliness.

There are, however, certain subjects whichit belongs tothe office of a journalist to comment on, and concerningwhich all newspapers rightly termed Catholic must of ne-
cessity put forward like views, in whatever language orstylethey may be couched. Such, for example, is secular edu-cation, which is and must continue to be denounced by thewhole Catholic press; and such are the secret societies.Should an editor admitintohis columns anarticle or apara-graph advocating the one, or excusing the other,or shouldhepublish anapology for theFalk laws,or a commendationof the Government of Victor Emmanuel,we should at oncesay that he had forfeited his title to rank with Catholic!journalists,and that his show of being one, if he werestill
to make such, was a mere pretence. On all other secularsubjects, except such as are of like [nature with these, it islawful for Catholic journalists to differ as other writers do,and the columns of Catholic journals may be expected to con-tain opposite views onmanypoints.

THE DOMINICAN CONVENT SCHOOL.
OnThursday afternoona largenumber of ladies were invited bytheLady Superior of the Dominican Convent to be present ata.
dramaticperformanceby thepupils attending the school,prior totheir dismissalfor the holidays. The piece chosenfor representa-
tion wasadramatisedversionof thelate CardinalWiseman's cele-bratednovelof

"Fabiola." The drama is in five short acts, anatheplotis verysimple. All the interest is centred in theperse-
cution of the Christians by the RomanEmperor,the conversionto
theChristian faithof Fabiola, a haughty Patrician Romanlady;
and themartyrdomof her gentle cousin, the LadyAgnes,andtheheroicboy Pancratius. In the first act the charactersareall in-troducedat the house of Fabius, a Pagan nobleman of Rome,
when a warm discussion upon the merits of Christianity andPaganism takes placebetweenFulviusand Sebastian. Theyoung
ladieswho enactedthese characters played theirpares,admirably,
especially the former, who, entering thoroughly into thespiritof
the piece,lookedand actedthepart of theSyrian spytoperfection.
Fabiola, the learned and^ philosophicaldaughter of Pabiu», was
of gesture. Theyoung ladywhoundertookthepartofPancratiu**oneof themost difficultinthe piece,didsouponveryshortnotice,
notwithstanding -which, she acquitted herself most creditably.
Agnes, the martyr,and theChristianslave Syra,through-whoseia-
strumentality Fabiola was converted, were played -with careful-ness andeffect;as were also the charactersof Corvinus,Tertullus,Alfra, and the Sentinel. Throughout the wholepiece the young
ladies played with that natural easy grace and unaffected de-meanourwhich can only spring fromperfect cultureandcareful.training. The musical part of the entertainmentwas all that
couldbe desired. Twoof thepupils presidedat the pianoduringthe afternoon, and the excellenceof theirplaying was verynaucnadmired, especially a difficult selection from "Fra Diavolo,"byfour of the young ladies, and the "Marche aux Flambeaux."During an interval of a quarter of auhour the visitors werehospitably entertained at the Convent. The second partof theprogramme consistedof "Whittingtonandhis Cat," whichcausedgreatamusement, the performers,withone exception,beingvery
small. The amount of dramatic talentexhibitedby the youthful
players was really astonishing, especially the little lady whoplayedthe part of the hero. She wasnot only letterperfect,butseemed to thoroughlyappreciateandgive expressionto thequaint
humourof the character. The dressesinbothpieces were appro-priate and tasteful. The school-room had been decorated anddarkened, and tbe stage lighted by footlights. The sceneryhad"been kindly lent,by Mr. Hume, Superintendent of theAsylum.
The wholeperformancewasveryenjoyable, andeminently success-
ful fromanartistic point of view. The followingday the childrenattendingSt.Joseph's school received their holidays,andat their
concert displayed considerablemusicalproficiency,bothvocal ana
instrumental. The concertwas followedbyanamusing littletrifle,
"ThePeasant Queen," inwhich two of the girls created amuse-
mentby their comic impersonation|of the charactersJof BettinaandMrs. McMurdo.

—
These pleasantentertainmentshaveabene-

ficialinfluencebothinaffording the childrenanobject of interest
to which they may look forward whileat school,andaspleasant
reminiscencesof their school lifeafter theyhaveleft theirschool
days behind them. The parents of the children educatedinthe
Conventowe to thenunsadebtof gratitude far beyondthe mere
repaymentof a fee, for,owing to the untiringzealandpatienceof
those ladies, the children educated under their care,when'they "
leave school,do so withmindswellstoredwith soundprinciplesor
morality,withintellects cultivated, and manners refined,and are '■
thus fittedto take theirplacesintheworld as useful members of-,
society andaccomplishedladies.

NEWS OF THE WEEK.
We observe thata.mostsatisfactory ex&niinationof the pupilsattending St. Mary's Catholic School,'Invercargill,has latelybeenheld. The school has made markedprogressunder thedirectionofMr. Sproule andMiss Thompson, and the fact that out ofa totalnumberof ninety nameson theroll, therehasbeenanaverageat-tendanceof eighty,in itself speaksvolumes. Generallythrough-

outNewZealandCatholiceducationappears tobeprogressingwiththebestresults, bearing testimonyto the self-sacrificingeffortsofCatholic parents topreserve the faithof theirchildren, andthe zealdisplayedby the clergy inenabling them todo this.OnChristmasDayanumber of the youngerpupilsattendingat the DominicanConventSchools in Dunedin were admittedintothesodality of the HolyChildhood. This Associationis composedof children, and ithas for its object to rescue frompaganismthechildren of China andother heathen countries. Themembers aredistinguished byredbadges with medals which hear animageoftheDivineInfantJesus.
Theprizes intendedfor the Art-Union tobe held inaidof theConventualBuildings inDunedin,havebeen increasedby theaddi-tion of twoadmirableviewsof theOceanBeach,paintedinoils byMi\ Power. J

A The annual concert and distribution of prizes took placeat theBoaoimcian Convent,Dunedin, on Monday, the 18th instant. Histordship the Bishop of the Diocese distiibuted thepremiums, andaccording to the usual custom of the establishment crowned theyounglady whohad been awardedtheprize for goodconduct. Themusic performed on the occasion was very admirably executed,and■evoralrecitations-weredelivered in excellent rtyle,but owing to thewantof accomwnJflStionifwasfound,ashitherto,impossible to admitthe parents and friends of the pupils to witness their proficiency.Inif» extremely to be regretted; but« it is hoped that by nextChristmas this difficulty will be obviated, for the new conventualbuildings are being rapidly proceeded with, and it is expectedthatlong ere the endof next year theNuns wiUhave been settled in them.Iht necessity indeed that exists for better accommodation for thecommunity of Sisters and their pupils is very apparent and hardlyneeds to be recalled by theexclusion of their parents from the verycreditable exhibition of the children's talents and acquirementsalluded to. *
AtaConcertof SacredMusic given in the Queen's Theatre,Ihmedin{on the eveningof Christmas Day, the "NewZealandAnthem, writtenby Mr. Thomas Bracken,and composedby Mr.J.J. Woods,of Lawrence, was performed. Themannerinwhichitwasreceivedby the audience,whoapplaudeditenthusiastically,boreampletestimony to the excellencebothof wordsandmusic,andaffordedthebest auguryfor their futurepopularity,as wellas
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