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(From the Addressof the Hon.B.H. Brewster.)So great and so steady has been, the advancement of the peo-pleof thisState in the developmentandacquisitionof the materialresources that volumes have been written containing fatiguingtables, whichare wise to record and useful toberead and remen>bered,but they are suited better for the eye of thestudent andthinker than for the earofthe heareror mouthof the speaker: Ishallnot fatigueyouby evenan abbreviatedrecital of the eventsthat occurred, or the condition of thepeopleof the Provincepriorto thehundredyears from this date. Aboutonehundredand tenyearsagoBenjamin Franklin, who still is the greatest man thatthis countryever produced,and who is a philosopherandthinkertoberanked with Archimedes,Pythagons, Socrates, Plato, andAristotle,inhis examinationbefore the committeeof theHouse ofCommons,declaredthat the white inhabitantsof Pennsylvania atthatday numberedbut160,000, and that the whiteinhabitantsofNorthAmericafromsixteento sixty years of age werebut about300,000. Contrastthat with our present condition. Thecity ofPhiladelphia,whereyounow are, contains 817,443 citizens,anditlies and theylive in an area of 229fc square miles. Ithas1000miles of streetsandroadsopened,and500miles of these arepaved.

It is lighted by nearly 10,000 gas lamps. Ithas 134 miles ofsewers,over600miles of gas mains, and 546 miles of waterpipes;over 212miles of city railways,and over1800 passengercarspass-ing over them daily; 425 steatn boilers, more than 400 publicschools with suitablebuildings, and over 1600school teachers,andover 80,000pupils;30,000bath-rooms supplied withhot and coldwater, and for the use of that -water the citizens paymore than$1,000,000annually;400placesof public worship.withaccommoda-tion for 300,000 persons; 9000 manufactories havingacapitalornear §200,000,000, employing 145,000 hands, theproduct ofwhoselabor is near$400,000,000. In1873 we exportedover $34,000,000
and imported $26,000,000. The amount paid for duties is near§8,500,000. Thereal estate assessed for taxationis $518,000,000and we collected nearly $9,000,000 for taxes. The veryPark inwhich this grand Exhibitionis nowmade contains 2991 acres, and
is oneofthe largest in the world, and is enjoyed every yearbymillions ofpeople;and we have130,000 neat andcomfortableresi-dences andhomes. Compare this conditionof ourgreat city now|with its condition in 1776 and 1777. In October, 1777,GeneralHowe, thenbeing in possession ofthe city of Philadelphia,hadanaccurate census taken,and it was ascertained thatinthecity andliberties there werebut5470 houses,andof these 587 wereunten-anted,and there werebut21,776 inhabitants,exclusiveof thearmyandstrangers,and about the same time the numberof churcheswerebut 16. Why the populationof the Stateitself, frombeing
but 160,000, is nownear4,000,000.

From the day that Pennsylvania renounced her allegiance tothe crownof GreatBritain,and dissolvedand overthrew thePro-prietary Government, has her march been steady and uninter-rupted"in the courseof political, social, commercial, andmechani-calprosperity. Inpopulationshe exceeds theNetherlands,Portu-gal,Greece,Chili, Morocco,Columbia,theArgentineConfederation,Peru,Venezuela,Bolivia,and Paraguay,and in dignityofcharac-ter asapeople sheknowsnosuperior. Since 1778 great cities thatwere unknownhave grownup withinher borders,and thousandsnow dwellwhereat that time was a wildernessfrequentedby wildanimals. Alleghany City, Harrisburg, Lancaster, Norristowri,
Pittsburgh,Reading, Scranton, Wilkesbarre, Williamsport, York,andErie werethen, some of them, mere struggling settlements,
andmostof them didnot exist.

Within the border of Pennsylvania there are elements ofwealth,andmaterial for productiveindustry inquantities,andofacharacter thatarenot tobe found inanypartof theUnitedStates,andIthinkImay safelysay, inanypart of the world. Ispeakofher coal fields, anthracite and bituminous, and her ever-flowin"fountains of petroleum; and there are also her agricultural ye-
Isources,her forests,her quarriesof marble andlimestone,andmineslofiron. Howmuch better is it for us asapeoplethat wepossessthese elementsof wealth,that stimulateallourenergies,skill, andhonest industry to produce and use, than to have mountains ofgold or caves of precious gems. Such wealth as that woulddebauchanddemoralize.Itwouldmake the richcreaturesof silkenluxury audthe poor the abjectslaves of these viciousmasters.The productive industry of this state down to 1870inagri-culture was $183,946,027; in mining, $67,208,390; in manufac-tures, $711,894,344, and in fisheries,$38,114. Inthat yeartherewere11,516,975acresofproductive land,andof woodland,5,740,864acres,making inall 17,094,200 acres of land. The cash valueofthe farms was $1,043,481,582;of implements of husbandry,
!$35,653,075;her livestock wasvaluedat $115,647,075; the whole[TOlue ofherfarmproductionsvas♥183,946,027,' ~
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tolight. IfCaptainHuttonhadlived inGalileo's day,Istronglysuspect PopeUrbanVUL would have taken him throughhandstor saying that "the doctrine of Evolution"must be accepted astrue,and is the sole scientific proof of the existence of God. Wemight supposehis Holiness addressing the Captain whenbroughtup in some such terms as these— Sir,Igreatly respect you, andadmireyour abilitiesand zealfor science,andhavenodoubt of therectitude of your intentions as a Christian. Icannot, however,approveofthe confidentmannerin which youpropounda doctrine~ ot science as infallibly true whenit may be quite the reverse;seeing thatittends in its present shapetoendanger the religiousprinciples of manyof the people,I, therefore, dismiss you withacaution. Human sciencemaybeabusedto the mostdangerous ofpurposes, as well as used for the best. Prosecute your scientificenquiries as much as you please,the Church commends you fordouig so. But in publishing the result of your enquiries andspeculatingupon them,doit with diffidence and prudent caution,so that the interests of revealedreligionmaynot suffer, andavoidmixing your speculations up with questions of theology. Thedoctrines of revealedreligionstanduponan entirely different foot-ing from those of physical science. Christ has appointed hisChurch to be the sole teacherand judge of religious truth. Inquestions which are kept entirely within the domainof physicalscience, the Church doesnotdesire to interfere "

Auckland,November.
'
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A RUSSIAN CHURCH.
(From Correspondent of

'
Irish Times.')

MostParisians know that their city possesses aRussianChurchbutcomparatively few haveeverseenit,orknowwhereit is. TheChurch of St. .Alexander Newski is remote fromthe chief pointsaround which the life of the metropolis centres. A goodwalker
W°". J^ ethree garters of an hourtoreach itfromthe Boule-vard Montmartrej whiletopay it avisit from the LatinQuarter,onemust beeither extremelydevout oran enthusiasticpedestrian.Itis situatedinthe RueDaru,off theRuedeFaubourgSt.Honore,close to its westernextremity. Once a year,on the feast of Alex-anderNewski, the quiet little street puts on an unwontedair ofgrandeur. An hourbeforenoon,elegant equipagesbegin toarrive,officers in full uniform, diplomats in court dress, and ladies ingrande toilette alight and ascend the flight of stepsleadingto theportico of thechurch. Till near one o'clock the passers-by hearthe subdued strains of sacred music, andgainglimpses of the softlightot lustres shedding a yellow glow on the twilight dimnessofthe interior. Then the congregation streams but, the waitingcoachmen driveupin turntothechurchfront,andinashort whilethe Oae Daru resumes its ordinary physiognomy. On Monday
last this annual ceremony,intendedat once to honoiSt. Alexander,to celebrate the Czar's birthday,andto commemoratethe founda-tion of thechurch fifteen years ago, attracted most of thenota-bilities of the Russian colony inParis. Thinking thatadescrip-
llO?llO?Lo -nthe service "wouldbeof interest to your readers,Irepairedto the RueDaru at a tolerably earlyhour. At the timeIarrivedthe ceremonyhadnot begun,nor wasit tobegin for some twentyminutes, yet there wasnostandingroomintheedifice. The mean-ingof the last expression will be better understood whenIaddthat there areno chairsinSt.Alexander'sandthateveryone standswho is not obliged by age or infirmity to be seated. Notwith-staning the economy of space resulting from this arrangementmany wereobliged to stand in the vestibule; andeventhe stepsoutside the door were thronged with worshippers before the con-clusion of the service. Isecured a pretty good placeeventually
and wasenabled to followmost of the ceremony. BeforeenteringIhada goodlook at the exteriorof thebuilding, whichisquite anarchitecturalexotic. The body may be styledcruciform, though
the limbs of the cross areso short and wideas tomakeitlook likea square with indented corners. Over the centre of the edificerises whatis neither aspire nor a dome, but somethingbetweenthe two; a high cone in fact, with sliced sides, resting onarino-of slender columns linked by small arches. Surrounding thistoweror spire are four facsimilesof itself ona muchsmaller'scaleAllarerichly giltandsupport pear-shapedornamentsofburnishedcopper, withchains pendentfrom the upper or smaller extremityThe fac,ade andporticoareByzantine, the latter being elaboratelysculpturedandgilt. On the whole the effect is gaudy toaEuro-peaneye— especially insunshine— though itis not difficulttocon-ceiveastate of the atmosphere in which St. Alexander'smi»htserve toenliventhe minds of thepeopleinitsneighborhood. Theinterior strongly recalls impressions derived from one's readin»about Mohammedanecclesiasticalarchitecture. Everywhere, inall scales of magnitude,are arches composedof segments of threeeccentric circles— ldon't remember the technical name— slenderprofusely-colored columns, rich masses of gilding, elaborate andbeautiful carvings. Right in front of the entrance is the sanct-uary, -which is dividedfromthenaveby acarved woodenpartitiongilt andpaintedindesigns emblematic of the OldandNew Testa-ment, the Holy Trinity, etc. Among the figures, which werebrilliantly colored, but scarcely toomuch so for the light inwhichthey wereplaced, are those of the Saviourand Virgin;St Alex-ander Newski, St. Nicholas, the Emperor Constantine, Moses,David,St.John the Baptist, and St. Vladimir, Grand PrinceofKiew, who established Christianity in Russia. Much cannotbesaid for these paintings fromthe point of view of general artisticeffect, but the details are undoubtedly worked out with greatelaboration, and the harmony of color is well preserved. Insidethis partition is the sanctuary,to which access is givenby threedoors. Through oneof theseIcould seethealtar,over whichwassuspendeda seven-limbed lustre. Round this altarthree of theministrants frequentlymoved inthecourse of aservice strikinelvresembling the Roman CatholicHighMass, Thearch-priest,M
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Prilajaieff, generally faced the congregation. A sfcrano-e featurein the ceremonydeservesnotice. Bepeatedlyduring the Mass one"
of the assistant priestsclosedthe door?of the sanctuary,and thusall viewof the altar was shut out from thoseoccupying thenavefor severalminutes at a time, M. Prilajaieff and his

B
as>sistantswereattired incopesanddalmatics(aspeciesof tunic) of clothofgold,and wore tall violet velvet caps, somewhat like the bonnetwornby French Magistrates. Incense was profusely employedduring nearly the entire service,and at its close the atmosphere

wasstifling. Indeed, a young lady fainted whilebenedictionwasgoing on,and had tobe taken to a. neighboringapothecary's. ATe Deam succeeded the Mass. This was sungby achoirof chil-drenof both seres
—

the priests leading—
to aharmoniumaccom-paniment. Iwould estimate the number of persons present atabout 600,mostly belonging, as was easy togather fromthe bril-liant toilettes of the ladies and tlxe decoratedbuttonholesof themen, to theupper strataof Russian, society.


