
venerable appearance,and who,wemust suppose,was troubled
at the thought of lodging her so unbecomingly. He had
sought all through the village,andbeggedhard for room for
tier in some household,but in vain:every where they were
repulsed, for the houses were full and they werestrangers.
We can hardly conceive that any eyecouldhave rested upon
the formofMary,and yet that she should have been refused
admittance into whatever home it might be; but she was
closely veiled, aud for the honor of the memory of those
ancient women of Bethlehem, we willhope that the method
ofher attire fully concealed her from their sight. But thus
itwas to be, and for this alcne, perhaps, great things had
taken place in the historyof the world.

The sequence of events is -wondrous,and the treeof exist-
ence was well devised,even though it was planned in the
realm of mythology. Ithad required centuries to secure the
attendant circumstances of thebirthof Christ,so far as they
wereapparentlynatural. Many ages before thisperiod, ina
country far distant from Palestine, a city was built, whose
foundation is wrapt in the obscurity of Pagan tradition,and
involved in stories of the gods and marvellousoccurrencesj
but whichgrew from asmall beginning to be the mistress of
the world, and which,under the name of Rome, is and
evermust continue to be venerable. It followed from her
universal dominion that in the stable of Bethlehem the
Saviour was born,for it was by the decree of Gssar that the
"whole world" was obliged to be enrolled,and that Joseph
andMary were, therefore,compelled to travel to the city of
David.

Thus was born into the world, amidst surrouudings that
rude andsqualid, He, of whom the glorious temple of

Solomon was unworthy,and whom the wide universeitself,*' the heaven of heaven's," cannot contain. Do we not read
"omnipotenceiv this ineffable depth of humility?"Dark with excessivebright thy skirtsappear."
Appearancesproclaim their contrary, and lowliness here be-
comes theherald of majesty. Earth was regardless ofHim,
but Heaven sang hymnsof triumph. j

Yet, by-and-bye, earth also took up the burden of the
song, and "Glory to God" was returned by many nations,
wheremen of good will lived rejoicingin His peace. The
happyChristmas time of old was a season of peculiarjoy,i
observed with beautiful and edifying ceremouies in mauy
lands, and eveu now, though the ages of faith are passed,it
is stillhailedwith gladness andgratitude bymultitudes. j" Cantetnuncio chorus angelorum." j
Thus sings the Church: let the choirsof angels sound His j
praises, tor the voices of mcii are weak andimpure.

Let the priests stand at the altar and offer up the Holy
Sacrifice in thanksgiving ereday has dawned upon the morn-
ingof His nativity. In thegreat cathedralsof mighty cities j
■wU.I the midnight Mass be celebrated, and within their
sacred wallsitmay be thought that Christendom once more
is true to its name; for all the splendor of the Church will
there be put forth inhonor of the festival,and hard must be
the heart that willnotacknowledge the influences of the Babe
of Bethlehem. In the quiet countryalso, in retired village
churches, will the faithful children of Home do their utmost
to express the praises of God. Under the balmy summer j
skies of the Southern hemisphere, or through the snow and j
frost of the North, the people will come in troops to kneel at!
His holy feet. Crowds that arebeautifulto see as they pass
through thenight on their hallowed errand, because theyare
suggestive of the shepherds who hastened at thebiddingof
the angels to worship the Divine Infant when, wrapped in
swaddling clothes, he lay in His rough manger cradle.

Those who havereadof her,will rememberhowEugenic
de Guerin gathered, onher way to midnight Mass, aspray
of hawthorn covered with hoar-frost and glittering in the
moonbeams, and how she longed to carry it with her to
decoratethe altar,if onlyitwould haveborne theheat. She,
however,brought there a stillmorepure andlovely ornament
inher faithfulheart, and her life guided by the teachingof
the Church. Let us hope that on the Christmas Day about

>to dawn uponus,manysuch garlands willbe laid at the foot
of ourNew Zealandaltars, and that weourselves, each of us,
"maybe amongst those to offer them there.

NEWS OF THE WEEK.
We have received from Mr. Macedo, Catholic Bookseller,

Princes street, Dunedin, the'Irish Australian Almanac' for theforthcoming year,which contains some capital engravings, chief
.amongst them beingaportraitofArchbishopTaughan,of Sydney,
a splendid face,suggestive of the talent which distinguishes the

[eminent prelate in question. The almanac is furnished with themost complete information on Catholicmatters, and willbe foundinestimabletobothclergyandlaity.
Messrs.Mills,Dick andCo.'sOtagoProvincialAlmanacandDirectory for1877hasnowbeenissued. Thealmanacispeculiarlyneatandhandy, andcontains inasmallcompass a vast amountofinformation. Therearefewsubjects,in fact,aknowledgeof whichis inconstant requisition that are not treatedof,and in themostconvenient form, Gardening, Health, Postal Eegulations, GoldBuying,Customs,Land,Law,and,inshort,everything thatpersons

ofbusinesshabitsrequireto find ready tohandare herecontained.Inaddition,Rose'sSouthlandAlmanac isincluded inthe volume.
*

We observethatat theKumaramattersappeartobeassuming
a morecheerful aspect. The surplushandsaredecreasing,andartabundantsupply ofwaterhasbeenintroduced. Preparationsarebeingmade for Christmas sportson anextensive scale.A numbkb of farmers residing in the Spring Creek districthaverecently importedasteam threshingmachine fromEnglandsaysthe 'MarlboroughExpress*of the13thult.,and intendgivinga public exhibition of its mode of workingat the farmofMr. ILEedwood. The machine is worked by steam, and the only fuelrequiredis straw,withwhichit feedsjtselfasitgoes alon<*.leavbllisbs along the Main Southern Road from Albury tothe Bowning railwayBtation (says the

'
YassCourier'),by Cobb'scoaches,cannotfail tobedisgusted at theextraordinarynumber ofdrunkards that are observed about the various wine-shops andinferior public-houses that, at intervals, flank either side of thehighway along the route. At someof these placesmenare tobeseen whosebehaviour indicatesthat their minds arenot under thegovernment of reason. At the grey dawn, as the coach speedsalong, the sight becomes lamentable. Dozens of men are to beseen sleeping off their debauch, in a. worse condition than thebeastsof the field. At other places,where the shearer has bejn"lambed down,"he presents a most pitiful appearance—his eyesare bloodshot,his lipsparched, and having no more money,he is1lookeduponasanuisance by the inmates,and is regardedas onlyfitfor Tarban Creek. The liquors vendedinnine-tenths of theseplaceslicensedby theGovernment are deleterious and villainouscompounds,and the so-calledcolonialwine is soadulteratedthatthose whoattempt toquenchtheir thirst with it at some housesareknown to become lunatics eithertemporarilyor permanently!

Herewe have akeytothe solutionof themysteriousdisappearanceof manymen, andto thenumbers ofinquests heldon bodiesfoundfloating in the Murrumbidgee. Itis a sad commentary on thewisdom of ourLegislature that such destructionshouldbetoleratedunderthe broaddaylightof beaven. Underproper supervisionanend could be put to the sale of these poisons. If persons arelicensedto sell spirits, then byall means let it be decreed thatsuch only are sold, and not that fiery liquid which, weare told,isasort ofcross betweenschnappsandkerosene. Thousands of finefellowsare ruined in healthandconstitutionyearly, inconnectionwith the debauchattendant on the shearing and lambing down-season.
SHEJMusical Festival at St. Joseph'sChurch,Dtmedin,cameoff on Tuesday evening last, and was, as we hoped, a thorough

success. There wasaverygoodattendance,and themusicrenderedon the occasion wasbeyond all praise. A chief feature in theper-formancewas thebrilliantorganplaying of Mr. Charles Sykes,thetalentedconductor of the choir, who,althoughhe has longbeenknowntothosewho frequentthechurchinwhichheactsasor<»anisfcas a perfect master of his instrument,had,webelieve,hardly uptothepresenthadanopportunity of acquaintingthe generalpublicwith thefact, thathis powers asapianistarequite equalled,ifnotindeedsurpassed,by thosewhichhepossesses over the organ. Hisplaying is distinguished, not only by extreme brilliancy'of execu-tion, but, as well,by a depth of expression that seems almostpeculiar tohimself,and, for example,the extremes of his abilitywerewell shown, on the presentoccasion,in the triumphant chordsof"FixedinHis Everlasting Seat," as compared with thepathos
of"Cujus Animam." Of theexcellenciesdisplayedinhis perform-anceof the other solos givenby him, limitedspace forbidsus to
speak; eachivitswaywasperfect. The musicof theMasses andthe Hallelujahchorus wereexecutedby the choir in superbstyleproving,besides the native talent of the vocalists,that the utmostdiligence hadbeenemployedbyeach,in thepreparationof hispartand that no pains had been spared by the conductor on theirtraining. Of the vocal solos, Rossini's plaintive aria, "ProPeccatis," was rendered very finely by Mr. Leary, whose rickbass was heard to great advantage in its grave, deep notes.Mrs. Bartlett gave with, great expression "He was desoised."Mr. W. Ibbotson sang with much effect Gounod's "Nazareth"which was eminently suitable to his full and pleasingvoice, andMr Fraser sustained splendidly the tenor part in Zin°-arella's"Laudate." "ORest in the Lord," a delicious aria of Mendel-sohn's, was done justice to, which means a great deal, by Mr.Hawkins,a young gentleman who, we believe, on this occasion
jmade his debut as an amateur singer in public, but who, if wemistakenot,has abusy musical career beforehim. He possessesan alto voiceofwonderfulquality,and whichfor richness,compass
[andpower wehave neverheard equalled in organs of*itskind,jat alltimes rare,andsought for withanxiety inchoirs that donot
iadmit of the presence of ladies. On the whole the festivalwashighly enioyableand thoroughly successful. The membersof thechoir were afterwards entertained at a supper in St. Joseph's
schoolroom.. The Rev.Father Donovanleft Port ChalmersonWednesday
last by the s.s. Arawata forMelbourne;change of airhavino-been!recommendedto secure his complete recovery from theeffectsofhis late accident. The rev. gentleman was accompaniedby hissister, Miss Donovan.

A TOBCHLiGHTprocessionof firemenwill takeplaceinDuneiiaonSaturday eveningnext, 23rd inst.
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