
NOTICE.

We"beg toremindour Subscribers that the continuedsuccessof the
New ZealandTabletdependson the punctuality with which
their subscriptionsare forwarded tothisoffice. MoneyOrders
may be madepayable to Mr.JohnP.Perrix,Manager,New
ZealandTablet Office,Dunedin.
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THE DUNEDIN HIGH SCHOOL.

Last year,on the occasion of our noticingthe annualdistri-
butionof prizesofthis institution, wedrewatteutionto the fact
that although supported for the most part by, public funds,
this High School is denominational. This would not be a
circumstance to be complainedof, were all denominations
treatedwithequal justice. But such is not the case. Each
year a Presbyterian ministerhas opened the proceedings by
prayer;this stamps the seal of Presbyterianismon theschool,
independently of the consideration that the teachers and
managers are almost exclusively Presbyterian, and that, in
fact, none but Scotchmen and Presbyterians can ever feel
themselves at home in this institution. Such being the case,
what can besaidof ths justiceof devoting thousands annually
out of the public funds to help to give ahigheducation, with
aPresbyterian bias, to the sons and daughters of well-to-do
people. We always make itapoint to call attention to this
injustice, not in the expectation of contributing to effect
areformin the direction of justice,but to markanhistorical
fact, and remind Catholics how blatant boasters and hypocri-
tical advocatesofcivilandreligiouslibertyput their principles
into practice. We are happy to be able to say there are none
evencalling themselves Catholics to be foundamongst either
teachers or pupils iv this school. It is well known by the
authorities that Catholics cannot be forced or bribed into
giving the least countenance to such an institution;aud care
is taken by those concernedto proveto them that they are
not expected— that, in fact, there is no place for them there,
notwithstanding the hollow profession that the institutionis
open to all. True it is open to all in the same waythat
Knox Church is open to all— that is,,so far as Catholics are
concerned— byan abandonmentof their religion, auda pro-
fessionof either Presbyteriauism or infidelity.

CONCERNING CHRISTMAS.
1'
- ''4"+" "■■"Glory to God in the highest, and onEarthpeace tomenof

goodwill."
Close upon two thousand years ago there was a cave nearan
eastern village,where the shepherds of theneighborhoodwere
accustomedto leadtheirflocks forshelterininclementweather,
and where wanderingcattle might enterat alltimes. It was
a dreary place abounding iv Utter, and whose only furniture
was amanger. Itwas hardlyfitting for the roughmen who
came there now and then, and exceptin seasons of storm orrain, or bitter cold

—
the open air was preferred by them.

Yet this was the refuge found by our Lady, in whichto give
birth to theSaviour of the world. She camathere at evening
attended by St. Joseph, an elderly man of a gracious and

THE ABOLITION AND COUNTIES' ACTS.
Thereis highleg^lauthority for saying that these Acts are
not reallyin force. The Government, it is true, is enforcing
them, butitmaywellbequestioned whetherall theyhavedone
andaredoingin referenceto themsince theprorogationofPar-
liamentis not invalid. Itwouldappear that the prorogation
of the last Session of Parliament was illegal, and thatcon-
sequently theAbolition andCounties' Acts cannot be enforced.
Accordingto one of the provisions of the Abolition Act, it
wasnot to come into force till after the prorogationof the
last Session, and secondly, the coming into force of the
Counties' Act was tobe contingent on the enforcement of the
Abolition Act. Consequently if the last Session was not
legallyproroguedneither of the above-mentioned Acts is now
in force. These,however,are questions for the lawyers. But
if the prorogation of the last Session was not legal, this fatal
irregularity is only a fitting ending to " the blundering and
plundering"of the last two Sessions.

Meanwhile,elections are being held for seats in the vari-
ous couuty councils,and although, inOtagoat least, there is
generally a disposition to have nothing further to do with
counties,andto leave the careof roadsentirely toRoadBoards,
there is, nevertheless, adeterminationiia few places to put
the entireAct into force, and to start witha full complemeut
of even well-paidofficials. This will be a spectacle,aud will
afford all Provincialists a

"
sweet revenge." But electors

ought toattend to two considerations. iPirsi,it isnecessary
for them to be very much on their guard againstloafingpoli-
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ticians, particularlywhen theypossess, as they sometimesdo,
considerable abilities;and in thesecondplaceenquiry should
be made as to the amount of funds likely to be available.
The county systemappears to be a farce, and tohave never
been intended to become a reality. For years to come,if
ever, there willbeno land fund for distribution, the revenue
from this source has been forestalled ;and the consolidated
revenue frill hardlysuffice to meet the expenses of general
administration and the demands of the public creditor.Where, then, are funds to come from for county purposes1
The onlysource from which such can be derivedislocal tax-
ation. But what amount of revenue can be expectedfrom
four or five thousand peoplescatteredover an immense area ?—

for this is about the averagepopulationof counties. And
these counties are expected tokeepalldistrictamimain roads
in repair,openup new lines,build bridges,and providehos-
pitals, benevolent institutions,&c,&c. Inaddition,by way
of encouraging thecouuty system,everyhamletofforty orfifty
ratepayerscan formitselfintoamunicipality and spendall its
own revenueon itsown streets to the exclusionof the main
thoroughfaresof the country. There is grim irony in this,
and it proves pretty clearly that the realintent of the A.ct is
to drive thepeople into pure Centralism. But whether this
be theintentornot, it must,probably,bethe inevitable result.
Beforetheendof threesessionsofParliamentthere willbeauni-
versal demandmade for the-repealof the Counties' Act, and
the substitutionin its place of either Centralism, pure and
simple,or of the oldProvincialismsomewhat modidedto suit
altered circumstances. And is it for this that two sessionsof
Parliament will have been wasted, the prosperity of the
country checked, and bitter animosities aroused? Truly
there isnot much political foresight to be found insome of
our leadingpoliticians.
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HOGG AND HUTTON'S ADVERTISEMENT.
JL ORT WINE, 1834 Vintage,42yearsold;per dozen,110s.

POET "WINE, 1844 Vintage, 32 years old. A "bargain. Pc
dozen,755.

BROWN SHERRY,10 years. Justreceived. Rare value Per
dozen, 755.

(^OLONIAL WINES, 30s. to 355. perdozen.

T ORNE WHISKEY (Genuine),48s.per dozen.
JU

HOGG AND HUTTON, Octagon.

NEW ZEALAND RAILWAYS.

LEASE OF THE REFRESHMENT ROOMS AT THEDUN-
EDIN RAILWAY STATION.

rpENDERS for theperiodof twelvemonths, from the lat January
-*- to the 31stDecember,1877, for the Lease of the above room'
nowheld by Mr. H. J. WALTER as a Bar,willbe receivedup to
Noonof the 30thINSTANT, at the GeneralManager's Office, Dun-
edin, where terms andconditionscan be seen.

The Government does not bind itself to accept thehighest or any
tender.

WM. CONYER?,
General Manager.

December, 19, 1876.

NOTICE.

T)HOTOGRAPHSand lithographic portraitsof theMostBey. the
.IT LordBishop of Dunedinmaynowbe had onapplication to the
Lady Superior,Dominican Convent, Dowling-street,Dunedin. These
pictures arebeing disposedof to aid in theerection of thenew con-
Tentual buildings, andorders for themare,tnerefore, solicited.


