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Death of His Eminence Cardinal Antonelld.

“My father, my father, the Chariot of Israel, and the driver theraof.”

tion of Loretto and of the
Consulta, &c.

As a statesman his
Eminence ranked second
to none in Europe; he
was far-seeing, clear-
headed, and prudent in
the extreme; and had
intellectual ability alone
availed to avert the evils
that overwhelmed the
Holy See during hig ad-
minisfration, his would
have been the hand to
have dispersed them.
But here wisdom and
moderation were inguffi-
cient ; brute-force should
have opposed brute-
force, and dishonesty
been met by dishonesty.
Neither, it is needless
to say, were at the dis-
posal of the Papal Go-
vernment, or within the
compass of Cardinal
ANTONELLI'S powers.

Up tothe time of death
throughout the troubled
pontificate of the Holy
Father, who nevertheless
we are thankfnl to say
gurvives him, his Emi-
nence was 2 most faith-
ful and unbending sup-
porter of the Pore, who
is known to have been
deeply attached to him,
and for whom his love

T is with deep
regret that we
learn from a
. recent Euro-
pean telegramn
of the fatal
termination of
the illnesz of

: his Eminence
Cardiral AvTonELLL Hig
Eminence was bora in
April 1806, and thnos at
the time of his death
was in the seventy-second
year of his age. He was
a member of a famly
belenging to the Italian
middie - classes, and a
native of Sominc. By
his abilities and merit he
had recomnended him-
self to the notice of Pope
Grrzaory XVL, but 1t
was not until the reign
of his present Holiness,
Pope Prus IX., that he
attained to the lofty
position which he oceu-
pied, and adorned by his
virtues for so many years.
He was raised to the
Cardinalship wunder the
title of St. Agatha, in
June 1847, and besides
bearing the honovrs of
the scarlet, he filled the
high positions of Secre-
tary of State, President of
the Council of Ministers,
Prefect of the Sacred and veneration have long
Apostolical Palaces, of : = Teen proverbial. Oneof
I the Sacred Congrega- the surest signs indeed

of the approaching dissolution of the great Cardinal is said to have been a partial failure on his part, during a late Papal vismit to
his sick chamber, to recognise the august presence that had ever until then excited his reverence and admiration.

Although surrounded by the atmosphere of & Court, the life of his Eminence was simple in the extreme. At five o’cloek in the
morning he arose from his bed, and we find that, notwithstanding his rigor to himself, he was so compassionate on his dependents
that rather than disturb the members of his household at so early an hour, he himself served the Mass which his chaplain then
celebrated—for Cardinal AwroNErLI, a8 no doubt, most of our readers are nware, was not a priest. At six o’clock he was ready to
commence the labors of the day, which he did by taking his place at his desk, where he remained until the time came for him to
wait upon the Por®; and when hiz Holiness’ directions had been received and his wishes attended to, the Cardinal Secretary was
open to the needs of all comers for the hours ensuing. '

The personal appearance of his Eminence is said 1o have heen striking; he was of commanding height, and remarkable for a
Lright and piercing eye. His manuer wag peculiarly charming, and had he so willed it, few men of any station were more qualified
to shine in society, but he was not ambitious of such distinction; he preferred retirement, and was rarely seen in public, except
when duty demanded his presence there. The method of his life was clearly indicative of self-immolation to a great canse, and
f?i;‘lu eaIL:lIs@i w:Sls t}a}e Church of Crrist. “ Woe to us,”” he once said, “if we allow either passion or self-interest to affect the affairs
of the Holy See. .

It appears to uy o most pregrant fact that there is no form of genius known amongst men of which we do not find remarkable
examples devoted to the service of Holy Church. Now it is an orator who, disregarding the attractions offered by the sure acquisition
of forensie Lionors, dons the habit of a monk, and esteems himself rewarded by preaching in comparative obscurity the doctrines of
Christianity ; such was Lacorparee. Now it is a great thinker, one whose intellect has power to pierce the hidden depths marvel-
lously, and wheo is possessed moreover of wondrous measns of expression, so that his every word fascinates and snhdnes, and he
Likewise goes and lays down all at the feet of the Successor of the Fisherman; such is Newmaw., Again it is a man formed to
centrol kingdows, a diplomatist whom nature hag fitted with every gift necessary to the guidance of Courls, and he binds himself
to the helm of that State, which of all others is least manificent in his day of earthly honors; such was ANTONELLI.

Were we writing of an ordinary menarch and his minister, we should feel inclined to ask who would replace to his royal master
the loss of so well-beloved and faithful a servant, but we recollect that here the Vicar of Cmmigt is concerned, and that such an
Inguiry would consequently almost bespeak irveverence, and a. disposition to doubt that Gob will provide, Certainly all things are
in Hig nands, but here we seem to see this more plainly, so that, if in addition to the other trials that press upon him, the Holy
Fathier is to find himself bereft by death of all those who have grown old in his service, and become endeared tohim by many
ties, we shall remain assured that strength will be given to him to bear this as well as the rest with serenity, and still to continue
to the end the steadfast leader of his flock, and their strong defender. .

Considering what the temper of the times has lLeen, it followed, as g natural consequence of his intrepid faithfulness aud
unflinching honesty. that Cardinal AnToveLrT Was throughout the course of his eminent career an object of hatred and dread to
many. The Secrct Socicties detested him in proportion as they recogmised his fidelity to the Catholic Church, and his great
abilities. Their fury was excited by the one, and their fears by the other, so that, with the fate of Count Rossr before their eyes,
the friends of the Minister felt many times anxious becanse of the dangers that surrounded him ; but from which the Hand he
trusted to shielded him well, and at length withdrew him untouched when vhe appointed hour had come.

No less detested was he, according to their calibre, by the various Protestant sects; calumnies were disseminated respecting
him without the least scruple, or the slightest regard to truth; and, he who writes this brief and imperfect sketch, were it now the
time to introduce such inatters, could of his own personal knowledge detail a few aneedotes on the subject in question, that could
not fail to amuse, although they might at the same time in some measure causo disguat.

But the affection and veneration in which he was held by the Catholic community in all parts of the world might well have
atoned to the venerable Cardinal for the contemptible proceedings of thoze who were his enemies hecause he was pious, honorable,
and able. We know of no name amongst men on enzth, excepting that which is higheat of all, that was more widely esteemed than
was his; and we know of no death—excepting again that of the Holy Father himself, whom may Gop still preserve to us !—that
would be more desply and deservedly regretted than is the death of his EMiNeNcE Jaues CARDINAL AXronELLL—R.LE.
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