
(From'MacMillan'sMagazine/)
To the Franciscan monks, who exercised a popular influence onItalian literature before Dante, we must also give the glory ofhaving, inthe basilica of Assisi (dedicatedto the founderof theirorder), begun the firstand most important change of Italianart,
that of its emancipationfrom the conventionalities of G-reek orByzantineartists inchurch painting. Byzantinechurchpaintinghad its day; excellent specimens of its merits are numerousafloverItaly,more especially at Rome,Ravenna,and Venice. Butits types wereno longer suited to an age whose appreciation ofbeauty increased-withwealth, luxury,and intercourse with other
countries— an age,in fact, which marked the firstmanhood of the
Italianpeopleand the Italianmind. TheByzantine figuresbreathevigor andsimplicity, andsometimes a- certain majestyof design;butthe dispositionof the groups is extravagant, the details areincorrect, the outline dry, and no knowledge of perspective isevinced. Profusionof gold everywhere, especially in the groundonwhich stand forth thefigures of the Redeemer orof theCrea-tor. On somecrucifixes you wouldsupposemummies had beensuspendedwith feet disjointed, while wounds pour out largerivu-lets of greenish blood; black, stern madonne, with long,stifffingers,round eyes,androughchild; ingeneral,long figures, vul-gar heads, and want of expression are the characteristics ofByzantineart. It has imagination withoutgrace;richness,but
no purity of design; rigidity, butnopower;talent,butnogenius.
Itis, in fact, astyleof transition, which soon became one of de-cline, when, having adopted several immutable laws, art was re-duced to amere mechanism, which any monk couldcopy andre-prodiice with little trouble or expense. It is in the basilica ofAssisi thatGuido da,Siena and Giunta daPisa emancipatedthem-selves by degrees from their G-reek masters. The golden groundwe seefirst substituted by azure besprinkled with golden stars.The figures become more animated,the expressionmore ideal,thedryness of the outline andgrouping is softened, the immobilityoftheattitudes givesplace to amore naturaldisposition;infact,artmakesthe first stepsinits new life. Guidoda Sienaand GiuntadaPisaare followed by Bonamico, Parabuvi, Diotisalvi, and bythatDuccio whois placedby someabove Cimabue, and finally by
CimabueandGiotto, who completed the revolution. Among themanypaintingsinspiredfor the newstyleof artby the founderoftheFranciscanorder, everyone whohasbeenin Assisi must haveseen Giotto'sfresco representing the weddin? of St.Francis withPoverty,inher Tagged clothes, withaslender figure andthinface,
but still preserving the featuresof a moatbeautiful woman. Adog barks.ather, twochildrenthruw stonesat her,andplace thornsin her path;she, calm, happy,andradiant, stretchesout herhandto St.Francis. WhileChrist Himself joins their hands, theEter-nal Father, accompaniedby angels,appears in themidstofclouds,as if heaven and the universe assisted at the happy wedding.There isnothinghere whichhas the slighest associationwith theGreek manner. All is new, andfree from school conventionality.And if youread thehymn of Dante toSt.Francis, and the songs
of St.Francis himself,andof Jacopone inpraise of poverty,and
then look at the fresco of Assisi, you will see in the Franciscan
order the samesource of inspiration, the same sign of popularity.

IRISH NATIONAL MONUMENTS.
The reportof theCommissioners of Public Works inIrelandfor theyearending 31stof March,1876,has been printed. We findunderthe headof National monuments that fifteen most interestinggroupsof ruins havebeen takenpossessionofby theBoard. The list includesthe Rock of Cashel, the Churches and Round Towers and Crosses ofDevenish, Donoughmore (Tyrone), Monaslerboice, Donaghmore(Meaih), Killala,Killamery,Kilkieran,Kilclespeen, Glendalough, St.Colj^nb's House,Kells, the Cathedralsof Ardmore and Ardfert, andCWfierus Church.

The Boardhas givenstrict orders to itsofficers tocarefully preserve
these ruins,butnot inany way to make any attempt at restoration.We miss from the list a great number of structures of the firstinterest, and especially note the absence of the beautiful monasticruins with which Irelandis so rich.

The monumentsarpatreasure whicheveryIrishmanshouldprize;
and the following item of news relativeto them,which came by oneofthe latemails, is calculatedtoafford pleasure:"Ata generalmeetingof theRoyalIrishAcademy, the Presi-dent,Dr. Stokes,delivered an inaugural address, in the courseofwhich,afterreferringtoseveralof themost interestingpapers readbefore the Academy during the last session, he said he sincerelyhopedthat Sir JohnLubbock'sAncientMonuments' Bill wouldbe
passedduring thenextsession of Parliament. Noeffort shouldbesparedby Irish members in support of the measure. He wouldstrongly urge on the Academy the desirability ofrecommendingauniform administrationand consolidation of fundsfor thepreser-
vationof ancient monuments inIreland,andthat the directionandadministrationof this work shouldbe leftin thehandsof theIrishGovernment. He also desiredto draw attention to the extremelydefective character of the list of ancient Irish monuments nowbefore the Church Temporalities Commissioners,a list whichonlyspecified twenty monuments. Of theonehundredand twenty-fiveRoundTowers which -were noticed as in existence atthe close ofthe lastcentury, only seventy-five were now standing. The greatCrosses, whichexhibitedthe most ancient andperfectexamples ofsculpture inthe country,and a much larger numberof the mostimportantandancient churches,couldbe includedin the list. Dr.Stokes added that the work of preservation,rather thanrestora-tion,already achieved at Cashel and at Ardmore, gave the besthopes for the causeof this department of archaeology."

What Irishman, at home or abroad,but wilAeelgrateful toDr. Stokes for his enlightened and patriotic 'efforts to preserve
from destruction the ancient monuments of Ireland? The state-ment is saddening that "of the one hundred and twenty-fiveRoundTowers which werenoted asinexistence atthe close of thelast century,only seventy-fivearenowstanding." Itwill be trulya shame if, through the neglect and carelessness of the presentgeneration,they are allowed toperish afterhaving for centuries sonobly resistedthe wastingpower of Time! The verses of DennisFlorence McCarthy on"ThePillarTowers of Ireland"contain a
muteappealfor their preservation. maybe permitted tocitethe first two stanzas:

ThePillar Towersof Ireland,how vondrouslytheystaidBy the '.vkesaud rushiugjivers, through tho valleysof our l,md "
lvmystic file throughoutibeisle, they l'ft theirheads subumeThesegray old piliar temples— these conquerorsof Time!
Beside thesegrayold pillarshow perishingand weakThe Homau'B aich of triumph,andthe templeof the Greek"
Andthegolddomes of Byzantiumand thepoiutedGothic spires ■
All are goue, one byone,but the templesof oursires.

We earnestly hope that effective measures will be taken topreserve these relics of Ireland'spastgreatness. The preservation
ofher ancient language and literaturewill be the surest meansofkeeping alive the spirit of nationality,andof transmitting fromgeneration togenerationthat loveof country for whichher childrenhavebeen remarkable.

— 'BostonPilot.'
Inits issue of the 6th July, the 'New York World'(says the'Manchester Guardian5) attempts to estimate "the cost" of the

storm of pyrotechnics with which the Fourth has thisyearbeen
celebrated. The attempt was manifestly premature, as the NewYork journalistat the time he wrote could have had. before him
only amost imperfect recordof the twodays' casualties to life and
property. He admits this, andcontentshimself withan estimatefor the -whole Union, which is based upon the loss suffered overa
very limited area. At Philadelphia one fire, causedby anincau-
tious use of gunpowder,involved a lossof 200,000 dollars;whilea
single explosionkilled four men. Butitis with New Yorkitselfthat the'World'specially concerns itself- During the two days
coveredby the celebrationthe casualties directly traceable to that
patriotic demonstration were four killed or fatally injured., and
forty-oueseriously,and twenty-nineslightiy, wounded. This foracity is asufficiently formidable list, but there can belittledoubtthatif all the cases of injury werereportedthe catalogueof dis-
asterswould be foundstillheavier. As the figures stand, howeverthecalculation of our contemporaryis that if these celebrationswereathingof every-dayoccurrence,affectingthe rateof mortality
like dysentery,or typhoid, or measles, then in the courseofayear
oneNew Yorker in every1,609 would layhis life on thealtarof
his country,andoneinevery154 would be severely injured. Or
totake the wholeUnion,if the glow of patriotism throughout the
States is but half as vivid as it is inNew York, theCentennialcannothavebeendone atacost of less than 80 killed and1400wounded. New York.seemstohave beenmore fortunate than*the
Quaker city in the matter of fires. During the twodayseightybuildings werefired through the careless use of explosiveandin-flammablematerials;but the aggregate loss does not exceed thetrifleofsomeJE4,000. Of course,if theAmericansaresatisfiedwith
this sort of thing,it is not for foreign critics tointervene withnarrow-mindedremarks about the lunacy of a good deal of thaCentennial merry-making.

A WELL DESERVED SENTENCE.
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The learned andhonorable Orderof the Jesuits, whichhas alwayspreserved the chivalrous spirit of its soldier founder,vindicateditself from afoul aspersion and a vile calumny inParis towardsjftheclose of last week. About twomonths ago anexamination-washeldat the Sorboime for admissions to thePolytechnic School, andinthe course of the proceedings it leakedout that some of thecandidates hadbeen informed of the questionsto beput to themand their correct solution. TheRadical journals, the 'Republique
Francaise* (Ganibetta's paper), 'Les Droits de L'homwe' 'LaFrance,3 the 'Tribune/ the 'Peuple,' and the fßien Public'atonce accused the Jesuit Fathers of being the delinquents, andforthwith launchedforthinto the mostviolent tiradesagainst theJesuit school in the Rue des Postes andits Superior, FatherdvLac. The Fathers protested their innocence and defended thecredit of their school, and the matter excited such indignant
interest on both sides that two Government ComniissionsC>

wereissued to inquire into it. The evidence taken by the committeeproved that the disclosures were made in other educationalestablishments, but the newspapers named abated not a -jot
of their violent and libellous language against t-^e sons ofLoyola. The honor of his order, the existence of his college atlengthcompelled the long-patient Father de Lac to defend°hiin-self publicly,so he summoned the proprietors of: the papersnamed
before theNinth Chamber of the Police Correctionelie,and theresultis, thutafter hearing the evidence and briefly consulting, the Judges
returnedinto court witha sentence against the journalists, inflicting
oneach a fine of £80 sterling. The sturdy example of the JesuitFathers was followed by the parents of the boys maligned, and a
similar fine was imposedineach case on this accusation. The liberty
of the Press should be preserved with jealous care, but thisis nota
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case in which it was at stake. It was here the bigoted fury of tpartisan that was arraigned for punishment. The calumny againstthe Jesuits, likemany another, wasspreadall overthe earthandintoplaceswhere, perhaps, the news of its" being a vile concoction maynerer penetrate. And these are the weapons which the godlessteachers of youth would use toundermine the structure of secular
andreligious learning built up age after age by the true Church!—!
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THE LABORS OF THE FRANCISCANS FOR ART.
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