
THE DISCIPLINE OF THE SECRET.
On Sunday evening last, at St. Joseph's Church, Dunedin, HisLordship the Bishopof the diocese deliveredthe second sermonofthe series announcedby him;onsubjects selectedfrom ecclesiasticalhistory. Before commencing topreach,hisLordship said thathisdiscourses would be interrupted for a time,as heproposedtosetout the followingday forNew South Wales, whitherhewas "oin<rtobepresent at an important ceremony,and begged that his con-gregation would of their charity pray for his safe arrivalathisjourneys end as well as for his return to his diocese. He was
goingtoBathurst,where there wasaboutto beopenedan ecclesias-tical seminary,which would be conducted in accordancewiththedecreeof theCouncil of Trent,andwhere youths wouldbe educatedtor the office of the sacred ministry. The future welfareof thediocese in which this establishment was situated, and of otherdioceses as well, woulddependon the success of the undertakingand the congregation wouldsee the importance of it,so that their"prayersmiglit besecuredinorder toobtaina blessingonitHis Lordship then proceededwith his sermon,of which thesubject was what is known from ecclesiastical historyconcerningthe disciplineof the secret. In the earlyages of Christianity, forthe first 400 yearsat least, it was the custom thatthose who^averengious instructionshouldnot atfirstplacebeforethecatechumens—as they wno werebeingorally.instmctedfor baptism werecalled--the most mysterious dogmas of our holy faith. For instance,St. Cyril of Jerusalem, in one of his lectures to those who wereaboutto receive the sacramentof baptism,says,"Hitherto,Ihavenot placed before you some of the more important mysteries ofreligion,but the time is now come,because you have lon°- beenunder instruction, and you show all due dispositionsfor therecep-tion of the sacrament." He thenproceeds to instruct them con-cerning theHoly Trinity.

When the Apostlesand their successorspreachedChristianitytheir first care was to teach that there was onlyone God, the LordandCreator, infinite and eternal; then they taught other truthsinculcating faith,eternal chastisementsandrewards, explaining tothe catechumens the doctrines of theChristianreligionrespectingheaven, purgatory, and hell, theincarnationof Christ, Hislabor'sandHis divine nature;instructing them also in the decalogue tf-emore importantpoints of discipline, the sacramental system,'andespecially baptism. When they were sufficiently instructedandbelieving, and were anxious to proceed, further informationwasimparted to them.
That thedisciplineof the secretcommencedwith the apostles
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represents. It is never possible, to recognise the actor be-
neath themask of thepartassumedbyMm. The power of thus■uniformly concealing his ownpersonality is averyrare one,andwhere it exists toso great a degree, combined with theotherad-vantages we findinMrDampier,itis certain toentitle itspossessor
to the applauseof critics, and the admirationof all. Miss MarionWillismade her re-appearance on Mondaylast,in the r6le ofMar-
guerite, which she sustainedwithheraccustomed grace andability.
To-night "The Green Bushes" ia announced, inwhichMr.JohnBryan, who takes a benefit,will appearas Jack Gong.

A contemporary apparentlynettledbycertain allusionsmadeina San Francisco newspaper to the infamous Sullivan, who isspokenof as a resident of New Zealand, thus remarks:
— "Itis

ratherhard on Sullivan, however, to call him the bloodiestmur-derer of the century, when the annals of America teemwith therecklessmurders committed by its desperadoes." Thisis beingpatrioticandretortive witha vengeance.
A number of the boys attending the Christian Brothers'Schools aretomake their first communion on Sundaynext.A vertcurious circumstance inconnection with the lossof theDandenonghasbeen forwardedto the * BendigoIndependent'byacorrespondentwriting fromMelbourne. Hesays:"Aremarkableincidentinconnection with the late wreck andterriblesacrifice ofliveshas come under my notice. One of myservants 'requestedleave to visita friendof hers, for thepurpose of ascertaininghowfar the rumour was correct relative to the reported loss of herfriend's husbandin the ill-fated ship. Her requestwas accededto,andshe set out. Onenteringthehouse she was shockedtoseethe deepdistress of her friend. Itappears that her husbandhadimportantbusiness to transact in Sydney. His immediatepre-sence wasrequiredthere,and he took aberthin the ship,not,how-ever, without amysterious premonition thatallwouldnot be well.Hehastily placed the necessary apparel in his portmanteau, andwhenall was readyhe todehis wife andinfantanaffectionatefare-well. Scarcely,however,hadthe doorclosed thanit was re-opened,and thehusband walkedin, whosaid that'somethingwas o-oino- tohappen,and she (the wife) might possibly never see hinfao-ain'at the same timehe handed her his watch, chain,andother valu-ables, and spare cash, remarking that, although only a presenti-ment, ithadtakenfullholdof hismind. Hislast words were'hopefor thebest.'"

*
ANaccident,which fortunatelywasnot attended withany seriousconsequences, occurred onTuesday afternoonlast to the Bey.FathersDonovanand Crowler,on their return toDunedin from a visit to theTaieri. The horse which they were driving, as they were passingalongMaclagganstreet, commenced to kick and finally bolted, over-turning their buggy and precipitating its occupants to the ground.Beyonda few bruises,however, we are happy to say that neither ofthe rev. gentlemen sustained any injury.
We have been favored, by the Postmaster-General, with a speci-men copy of the neat andconvenientpost card issued for use inNewZealand on the Istinst.
Thb tender accepted for the erectionof the conventualbuildingsmDunedin is that of Mr. Small. His estimate amounts to £4,507
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is testified to by Or^gen,Tertuliian,St.Augustine,and Sb-Cyrilof Jerusalem. This is a very important matter in controversy.Itfrequentlyhappens that thosepersons whodonot believeinthe-Holy Trinityor theBlessedEucharist objectthat these doctrinesareseldommentionedby the earliest writers;but the disciplineofthe secret explainsthia. If they werekeptconcealed fromPagans,
andJews,andcatechumens,it is not strange that they areseldommentioned,butitis certain that they are mentioned by theearlyFathers, and it is no objection to say that they are not oftensomentioned. Some of those who-wroto did not finditnecessary taspeakof these matters. 1

The reasonwhy these mysterieswereobscuredby the apostles-and their successors was,that whenChristianitywas first preached,erroneousideasprevailedamongst the idolators,who acknowledged
amultitude of gods. If,therefore, the doctrine of the Trinity hadbeenpreachedat once,itwas manifest that it would havebeeniadanger ofbeingmisunderstood,anditwouldhavebeen takenaa anexcuse for saying that Christianity also admitted a pluralityofgods;men wouldnothave paid sufficient attention toinstructionon abstruse points,sothat they would not havebeen able totakeup accurate ideas of them. Until the apostleshadfirst made itclear thattherewasno suchthingas theplurality ofgods,it wouldhave been dangerous to speak openly of the Trinity. It was-necessary first toteach that there wasoneGodonly,andwhenthishadbeen received as an obvious truth, there wouldbe nodanger-in teaching that there are three personalitiesdistinctyet consti-tuting- onlyone God.

There were three reasons for the introductionof thediscipline-ofthe secret. Ist. Itwas established on the principle that holythings should not be given to dogs,norpearlscast beforeswine.Itwouldhavebeen imprudent to expose certain mysteries indis-criminately;it wouldonly havegivenoccasionfor blasphemy, andplacedobstacles to faith. 2nd. The greattruths of religion should
be treatedwitharespect corresponding to their dignity, and there
shouldbea certainpreparation of the mind and reasonfor their!reception. 3rd. To withhold their explanationwas calculated to-excite curiosity. It was customary,contrary to the desire of the-Church, for the catechumens occasionally toput off theirbaptism
till they wereonthepointofdeath,butif the explanationofcertain
mysteries was deferreduntilthe eve of baptism,they were inducedtohasten the receptionofthe sacrament.
| Noonedreams of denying the existenceof the disciplineof thesecret, the authorities for it are too strong; butit has beensaid
that itreferred only to disciplinary matters,and those who havesaid so, justify their opinionby quotingourblessed Lord's words,." That whichyouhearin the ear,preach ye uponthehouse-tops."Christ, they say,commanded us topreachopenly. But our DivineRedeemer only speaks here of the crime of denying him. Thepassage alluded toonly commands us openly to profess our faith,,
asmaybe seen byits termination;butit didnot enjoinuponthe
apostlesthe necessity of preachingright andleft indiscriminately,,and exposing to blasphemy and sneers all truths indifferently.
This wouldhavebeencastingpearlsbefore swine. As amatterof'fact, the apostles, to whom these words were spoken,themselvesestablished the disciplineofthe secret.

The doctrineof theHolyEucharist was not explained to thecatechumensso soonas thatof theBlessedTrinity. The doctrine-of the Trinity was explained before baptism, because the cate-chumens were"baptisedin the name of the Fatherandof the Son
and of theHolyGhost, butuntilafter they hadbeenbaptisedthey
couldnot receive Holy Communion. The discipline of the secret
is a strong proof of the truth of the doctrineof the Churchcon-
cerning the Blessed Eucharist. If Christ had not been really
presentin theBlessed Sacrament, whatwould there have been to-conceal ? The Pagans andJews knew that Christ haddied, that
He had been a greatprophet,and that His followers filled the
empire60 years after His death. What could they have foundstrange in a commemoration, of His death being made, or in a
symbol beingJused for this purpose? IfChrist were not believed
to be reallypresent in the Blessed Eucharist, there would have-beennoreasonforconcealment.

Anobjection is brought against thenature of thedisciplineof
the secret from the apology of Justin Martyr,who explains the
pointsof doctrine said to havebeenhidden, butJustin Martyrdid
not writeuntilmore than 100 years after the establishment of the
discipline referred to,and then he was obliged to transgress the--^rule,by the prospect of the whole force of the empirebeing em-ployed to crush the Christian religion. He wrote under peculiarcircumstances, and addressedthe Antonines only,so thatnoargu-ment canbe deduced fromhis having done so.

°
Althoughthe discipline of the secret is not nowa law of theChurch, it is followed by missionaries in pagan countries, whose

good sense teaches them to refrain from explaining the deeper
mysteries of the faith until they have preparedtheirconverts to
receive them.
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A carpenter andbis son were employed turning wheel-stocksin
anout-house iv Tipperary during the thunderstormouThursday last,,the 27thinst. They were seited oppositeeach other, the boy turningthe handle of the lathe, wheaa flash of lightning entered thehouse,
carried theroof

—
a thatched one

—
completely away, threwdowa one

ofthe gables, scattered the carpenter's tools and differentpieces of
workabout the plane, and threw the man and boy with considerable
violence off their seats against the walls behind. Beyond the shock
and somebruises caused by the fall they were fortunately uninjured.— '

Correspondent.'
Liszthas just published*a new orchestral work entitled"TheBells of StrasbourgCathedral." Whatnextarewe toexpectfromtherenowned Abbate,|friend,of Pio IX,and right-hand promoter of

Iichard Wagner ?


