
(Prom the 'New YorkHerald.')
Itisnoworer four years ago since a lady in this city, whois now
dead, and who was a devoted friend of the prisoners, receiveda
letterfrom oneof them, asking that something mightbe done for
them,andpointing out the fact that a rescue was^possible. The
letterwas, of course,smuggled out of theprison. Fromthis point
aregular correspondencewasstarted, and,aftercareful inquiry, it
was found that theprisonerscould allberescued if moneyeDough
couldbegot todefraynecessaiyfexpenses. How togetthatmoney
without exposing the objectwas theproblemtobe solved, andcon-
siderable difficulty was experiencedin procuring it. Itwouldbe
the easiestthing in the world to raise money f»r such a purpose
among theIrish here;butsuch an enterprise demands themost
absolute secrecy,and it wouldruin the projecttoconfideit to too
many people. Finally, after long delays, a plan of raising the
money was hit upon, and two years ago the movement was
definitely started. How themoney was raised, whosubscribed it,
or how it was applied,Iam not prepared to make public justnow,
buta time will come when it can be done,and the factswill re-
doundmore to the credit of the Irishrevolutionaryparty than any-
thing thathas occurred for many years. Thousandsof menknew
of the fact that an attempt was to be made, though the details
wereknown to a very limited number— possibly fifteen atthe out-
side. A greatdealhad tobe risked, and manypersonalsacrifices
had tobemade byindividuals, but finally the thing wasgot into
shape;andovertwelvemonths agoa gentleman,eminently quali-
fiedto carry out the enterprise, started from here for Australia,
and commenced operations. It was a peculiarly difficult and
delicate task,and required a man of unusual ability and tact to
performit. The prisoners were often separated from each other
andscatteredamong gangs of convicts through the bush, working
at variouskinds of employment,and were liable to be changed at
anymoment to another working party, or sent to the chief con-
vict establishmentatFreemantle. Itwas a verydifficultmatter to
arrangeeverythingso thata simultaneous dash might bemade by
all theprisoners, and that theymight all be safely conductedto
the point of embarkation. Fortunately there are no troops in
Western Australia, but there is a strong police force, andevery
colonistis certain of a large reward for the captureof anescaped
prisoner. The escape could only be effected by having agood
horse for everyman,and supplying him with arespectable suit of
civilian clothes, amd a goodrevolver;and asmost of theFenian
prisoners are old cavalrymen, they could very well take care of
themselves if once together and well mounted andarmed. The
greatdifficulty wouldbe in procuring a ship to take them, andin
making connectionwith her;but fortune seems to have favoured
the prisoners this time in sending an American ship just at the
right time, whose captain was willing to take thepassengers on
board. Thatportionof the story, of course,can onlybe told when
the escapedmen arrivehere;but you may rest assured the whole
affair was the result of a well-contrivedplan, for the agentwhohad
charge of the affair is a manof extraordinaryability andof infinite
resource. Besides that, all those associated with him,andunder
his ordersare men of pluck and coolness, who were selected for
peculiar fitness for the work required of them, and they areall
veteranrevolutionists. Evenif Mr.Disraelihadconsented topro-
claim anamnestyat the time the Queen wasproclaimedEmpress
of India,he wouldhave been too late, iorIfeel certain the work
was already done about the 27th of April. The cable wasbroken
betweenJava and Australia, and this was taken by those in the
secretas the signal that the work had been accomplished. This
was done to prevent pursuit till the fugitives were beyond the
leach ofBritish authorities. Owing to the local circumstances,it
must takeavery long time to discover where abreach occurredin
thecable near Australia, andthe jobwasevidentlydonethoroughly
for Inotice that this is the first item of news thatbas comeby
cable fromAustralia since27thApril. Thennodate is mentioned
for theoccurrence, and the ship has probably half her voyageto
th&United States performedby this time. This will domoreto
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stimulate Irishrevolutionary work,and torestore the confidenceof
the Irishpeopleinthe revolutionary party thananythingthathas
occurred for verymany years* Itis the first victory,andis agreat
blow to theprestige of England.

thatFather Edmund had tried topervert them from the faithby
law established, and the martyr answered bytelling the disgrace-
fulstoryof his arrest,which has beennarrated above.

This wasanunpleasantstatement for ths magistrate who was
present,and heopenly begged thatno favor shouldbe shown the
prisoner lest, were he acquitted, he should do his worship some
mischief. Father Arrowsmith could not help smiling at the
Justice's fears, andthis raised again the anger of the Judge, who
abusedhim forlaughing andfloutingat thosewhosat therein the
King's name. Father Edmund couldnot bear any reproofagainst
a loyalty which his brethren were soon to prove at Naseby and
Worcester, and throwing himself upon his knees heprayedaloud
forhis Majesty, the Bench,and all there present,begging God to
confound all heresy andmake them all of oneheart and onefaith."

Look you,gentlemenof the jury,"was the Judge'sanswer,"how
he wishes God toconfoundusall androotout heresy, by whichhe
meansour religion."

Itis nopleasant thought for an Englishman torecall such a
-trialas this, wherethe Judge wasaccuser andcross-questioner at
"once,and whereheopenly pronouncedhis sentence onceandagain
longbefore the jury had given their verdict. SirHenry, withno
moreevidence thanhasbeentold,thencharged the jury,usinghis
eloquence to crush out any lingering remnants of fairness that
hatredof Poperymight haveleft in their minds. The Courtwent
to dinner while the jury retired for the verdict, and Father Ed-
mund, who was suffering acutely from toothache,gladly accepted
the rest this procured. He did not,doubtless,'.wish,to meethis
sentence with eventhe appearance of sadness.

(Concluded inour next issue.J

THEPOPE TO AN AMERICAN PROTESTANT.
1-¥

Inthe 'Atlantic Monthly
'

for May, Mr.Thomas BaileyAldrich
describes aninterview withPopePius IX. The toneof Mr.Aid-
rich's article is offensively flippant,and the spiritof it, -weregret
to say, is more offensively impertinent..Nevertheless, we make
the followingabstract, whichis all the moredelightful coming as
it does from a Protestant writer of bigoted tendencies, and ex-
tracted from anarticle whichmight be called asilly boy's attempt
toattack the Vatican. "ThePopeadvanced," writes Mr.Aldrich,
"to the centre of theupper end of the room, leaning heavily oqf^fe
his ivory-handled cane, the princes in black andthe.Cardinals uiT
"carlet standing behind him in picturesque groups. It was a
pleasure to turn from the impassible prime minister [Cardinal
Antonelli] to the gentlebutaltogetherlovely figureof his august
master,withhis small, sparkling eyes,remarkablypiercing when
helookedat youpoint blank,and a smile none the less winsome,
that it lighted up amouth denoting unusual force of will. His
face wasnot atallthe face of a man whohadpassednearlyhalf a
century in arduous diplomatic and ecclesiastical labors; it waa
certainly the face of a man who had led a temperate,blameless
privatelife. . . . Giovanni MariaMastai Ferretti waabornin
Sinigaglia,May 13, 1792;the week previous to this receptionhe
hadcelebratedhis 83rd birthday;but he did not look over65 or
70, ashe stood there inhiscreamwhiteskull-capof broadcloth and
his longpontifical robes ofthe same material

—
acostumethatlent

an appearanoe of height to anunder-sized, stoutly-built figure.
"With his silveryhair strangling from beneath the skull-cap, and
his smoothly-shaven, pale face, a trifle heavy,perhapsbecause of
the double chin,he wasa verybeautiful'oldman After
pausing a momentor twointhemiddleof the chamber, and taking
a bird's-eye glanceathis guests, the Pope beganhis rounds. . .
the ceremony finished, his Holiness addressed to his guests the
neatestof farewells,deliveredinenviableFrench,inwhichhewished
a prosperous voyageto those pilgrims whosehomes laybeyond the
sea, and a happy return to all. When he touched, as he did
briefly, on the misfortunes of the Church, an adorable fire came
intohis eyes;fifty of his eighty-three'winters slippedfromhim as
ifbyenchantment, and for a few seconds he stood forth in the
prime of life. He spoke for some fiveor sevenminutes, andnoth-
ing couldhave been more dignified and graceful than thematter
and manner of his words. The benediction was followed by a
generalrustle andmovement among the princesandCardinals at
the farther end of the room;the double door openedsoftly and
closed, and that was the last the Popesaw of us."

ST. FRANCIS XAVIER'S TOMB.

Iti9itatecl that the Archbishop of Goa will open the tomb of St.
Francis Xavier in Goa onDecember3of this year. In reference to
this announcement, wegive the followingaccount of the saint's tomb,
whichwe fii,d among some old extracts from the 'Indo European
Correspondence:'—

Goa, the capital of Portuguese India, is equally well supplied
withmementos of a grand past,although its statuesandother port-
able features havebeen removed to Panjim, or New Goa,six miles
from the original city. The principal square of Panjim contains a
statue of Albuquerque,black with age, which iv 16C9 stood fronting
the chief church of Goa. The figure is of a man below the middle
height, with a longbeard, elbows stretched out,and the hands resting
in front. The ancient capitalstill retains a statute of Vasco de Gama,
erected by his grandson nearly three centuries ago. The principal
building is the cathedral dedicatedto St.Catherine, onwhose day Goa
was takonby Albuquerque. Itis crowded withepitaphs, onerelating
to Gasper de Leao, the first Archbishop,who died in1578. Passing
the site of the Inquisition and entering the heart of the city,you
reach the spaciouschurch of Bom Jesus, which holds theremains of
St.Francis Xavier— originally deposited elsewhere, but removed in
1623 to this church, and transferred in 1655 from oue side of the
building to the other. Over the main altar is a statue of St.Igna-
tius, and,near by, one in silver of Xavier himself. The mausoleumof
the saint was presentedby a Grand Dukeof Tuscany, andconsists of
three layers besides the silver coffin on the top. The lowest stagei9
jasper, ornamented with figuresof cherubs in Uarrara alabaster. The
second is also of jasper,of various colors, each of the four sides con-^
taining a bronzebas-relief, representinga sceneinXavier's life. That
on the we;t,at the feet of the corpse, represents the saiutß baptizing
savages;above itis the motto ut vitamhaheant. The second bronze
represents Xavier preaching, and it is surmounted by 2fox inimica
fugat. On the third the saint appears to be fleeing from the savages
of the island of Hero,and beneathare the words Nihil horum vereor.
The fourth scene,at thehead of the coffin, is thatof Xavier's death,
and over it the motto Major in occasu. Above is the third sfcaga,
built of jasper andother stones of Tarious colors. On this rests the
ornamented silver coffin witb a cross beneatha rich crimson canopy
surmounted by a coronet. The coffin was last openedaud the body
exhibitedin 1859. The library ofGoa is also well worthyof inspec-
tion. Itcontains a large number of volumes taken from theruined
and suppressed convents, mostly in Spanish and Portuguese. Of
course, theological and monastic works predominate, but there are
many others of a lighter character.

There are now in Prussia 5,000vacant parishes;verynear
8,000priests have "beenexpelledor imprisoned since thebeginning
of the"Kulturkampf."

ESCAPE OF THE FENIAN PRISONERS.
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