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indefatigable secretary of the Dunedin Branch and his fellow
officers,for takingupon themselves the grave responsibility of re-
vising the Dunedin BranchLaws, and framing lawsforBoardsof
Management,yetIfear their efforts must failwithout the imme-
diate co-oporation of those branches wishing to form adistrict.
NowIhope tobepardoned for suggesting that itis necessary for
them, say attheir nextmeeting-, to giveexpressionof their opinion
by a resolutionaccording to the District BoardLaws, andforward
the same to the secretaryat Melbourne, who would,of course,send
the requirednumberof applicationsto theExecutiveDirectory for
approval. This seems tome the first steptobe taken,andwithout
whichlittle can be done. 1have read, withpleasure, the several
able letters which appearedinyour worthy paper on the subject,
andIhavenodoubt the Societyin this colony is preparedfor the
change. It is very well to discuss the subject;but this surely
canbe done withoutleaning soheavily onitsExecutive Directory,
or its past or present officers, all of whom, without doubt, have
renderedvaluableservices to the Society. Afterallnothing extra-
ordinary has happened at the Annual Meeting except the placing
of someof the right menin the wrongplace. This is because the
wheelgoes round, andlongmay itcontinue so. Why shouldwe be
angry thereat? We cantry our luck again, and pull together for
the good cause for which we are unitedasbrothers of afamily,six
thousand strong, and not like your Napier correspondent who,if
things do not go right now, is going to retire from theprofitless
occupation. Ofcourse,it is quitepossibletopull toohardeven for
a good cause,and this, L tear, hehas done. Isay tohim, "never
despair; there is a good time coining."—Iam, &c,

Invercargill,August12,1876. JohnMaher.

the improvement,religious,moral, intellectual andsocial of their-
co-religionists,andthus to addto the credit, importance,andpoli-
ticalpower of theCatholicbody generally. Woulditbapertinent
toask what they are doing, or attempting, or proposing todoin
that direction? It would be unreasonable to expect much from
that Society in tiiis way at present while it is yetalmost inits
infancy;but it is rapidly growing in strength, and shouldnow
show some signs of attempting to do something,howeverlittle,
inits corporatecapacity,for theprogress of education,religionand
moralityamong Catholics,

—
moreespeciallyasitinducesmentojoin

itsranks in thehopethatitwill fulfilitspromise toaidtheCatholiccause in that way. Theverypractice of themembersgoingpub-
licly inabody toreceiveHolyCommuniononceinthe yearatleast
wouldbe tosomeextent a fulfillment of that object, if regularly
observedby all. The practice is observed by some orbymany,Ibelieve,in thedifferent branches;butwhether itbeageneraland
regular practiceIcannotstate. Perhapsyouor some"Hibernian"
maybe able to tell your readers howthe case stands. The Society
is professedly non-political, and properly so; yet, if itproflßte
unity, education, religion and morality among Catholics,it will
assuredly advance their political power in the state. Political
corruptionandvenality arerife inthiscountryamonghighandlow;
andinthe Press more especially,if we may credit certain orators
andnewspapers. Ithinkwe maysay that the Tabletis pure and
incorruptible in that respect. But of the political morality and
independence of a large portion of the Catholic people in this-
colony atpresent,Ifear we may say they arenohigher thfia. they
should be. Under such circumstances it could, not be expected
that the Catholicparty as such would possess muchpower; orif
they didpossess it that they wouldmake a good use of it..All
historyandexperiencegoto showthatpoliticalpower in thehands
of worldly-minded, irreligious, or immoral Catholics is a public
curse. The less theyhave of it the betterfor thepeople. Until
Catholics generally become conspicuous for their fidelity to their
Godand his Church,Ihopetheyneverwill possess muchpolitical
power.

Onething maybesaid in favor of the politicalconductof New
Zealand Catholics. They stand firm as the adamantinerock to-
supportthe clericalpartyin anypoliticalor publicquestion directly
affecting the interests of theChurch. The exceptionsto this are
so few that itis hardly worthnoticing them. TheEomanCatholic
Church is oftenreproachedby her nervous enemieswithaiming at
a universal supremacy. The charge is quite true in this sense,,
that she wishes justice to triumph over injustice, religion to tri-
umph over irreligion, and truth over error everywhere. It is as
the teacher and patronof justice, religion, and truth, that she
wishes to be supreme,and will be satisfiedwith nothing short of
supremacy. The weapons of her warfarearespiritualnot carnal.
She seeks to gain and to uphold supremacy through the sound
teaching of her zealous pastors and accomplished schoolmasters,
andby the virtuesofher faithfulchildren. IfsomeCatholicshave
played thepartof cruel tyrantsandpersecutors,andsoughtsupre-
macy for the Catholic Church by carnal weapons,by fire and
sword, the dungeon, the rack, and the gibbet, as doubtless sonifr
havedone,it was not in obedience to the tenets of theirreligion
theydid so, but in direct violation of them, and to gratify their
own evil passions,their avarice,lust, ambition, or revenge. The
Bishopof Rome, and visibleheadof Christ's Church onearth,may
besaidtobe the representative of all Christian virtues,public or
private. Can we expect loyalty, justice, religion, truth,or moral
purity toprevailamongthe people,while heis virtually aprisonei-
in the hands of his enemies, and subjected to their scoffs and
insults? Under such a state of things whatelsecanbe expected,
but the supremacy of corruptionpublic and private

—
a corruption

which must taint many Catholics themselves, and which it is
beyond the power of thepress or anyParliament to cure. Itmay
be saidCatholics here support their own pastors andschools, and
find thataheavyburden;insomecases almosttooheavy for their
means. Itmaybe so;butconsiderhow many Catholic pence,how
manyCatholicshillings, andevensovereignshere,arespentin the
courseof the yearonmere luxuries and superfluities. Ifwe, asa
body,give nothing then to thePeter Pence,it is not for the want
ofthe means,but for wantof the willand theheart thatwerefuse.
The samemaybesaid of thePropagation Society. Thepious and
generous contributors to the funds of that societyinEurope and
America,must formbutameanopinion of theCatholiclaityof the
diocese of Auckland, when theysee us,yearafteryear,takinglarge
sumsof moneyfrom them, while we,even the rich amongus, con-
tribute little or nothing to the funds of their association. The
Catholic household, it is reckoned, numbers some two hundred
million members. A penny a head per annum from each would
amounttoalargesum. Ithink the Hibernians would do some-
thing to reflect honor on themselves, if, withpermission of their
superiors,they weretotake thePeterPence orPropagatic
or both,under their wing. TheHibernians arealarge anci respect-
able body of Catholic men, and ought to be an influential one.
Theyshouldnot confine their deliberations to theirmerepecuniary
interests.

Before concluding,Iwill notice a letter from an Auckland
correspondenton the anniversary of the present Pope's accession
to theprimacy of the Church. Itdid credit to the writer's filial
piety. Ifoftenoccurs tome that it wouldbecreditableandprofit-
able tous,andcostus verylittle, if we had aPeter's Pence Asso-
ciationhere. Originally,this association wasorganised inEngland
during the Saxon reign,if Imistake not. The small sumof one
penny ayear was collected from every householder, and remitted
to Rome. If the same thing weredone here, wouldit be very
burdensometous? Theamount collectedandremitted is nothing
compared with the feeling of spiritual loyalty to the Holy See
whichit publicly indicates. Would itbegoing too far tosay that,
as ageneralrule,Catholicseverywherearereligiousandirreligious,
moral or immoral, politically strong or politically weak, just in

CATHOLIC CHA RITY.— THE HIBERNIANS.
POLITICAL POWER OF CATHOLICS.

The main strength of the Catholic Churchlies,humanly speaking,
inher educationaland charitable establishments. Thishas ever
been the case, anditis so now. Itis against these institutionsac-
cordingly that the enemies nf the Church everpersistently direct
their attacks

—
eitheropen and violent,or insidious. This was the

policy of Henry VIII,as it is of Bismarck and VictorEmmanuel,
andof everymasterfultyrant, lethis pretendedreligiouscreed be
what it may. Of all tyrants inconstant and exccminunicated
Roman [Catholics are the very worst. They add hypocrisy and
cowardiceto their other vk-pe. They have not the courage tore-
nounce the faithof the Church which they betrayandpersecute.
The two Napoleons were the pretended friends of the Church.
Well might she pray to be savedfrom such friends. But when the
awfulhour of deathcame to them, and the mysteryof thegrave
was about toberevealed to them, inconsistent though their lives
badbeenwith the interests of the Church, they were then fain to
avail themselves of her saving ministrations. They have now
passedawayasall the other enemies of the Churchwill go when
the inevitablehour arrives. Itbecomes notus toascend the judg-
ment seat and pronounce their doom. They diedinthe faithof
the Church, and weknow that the greatestsinner may repentand
be saved.

The Pope, in addressing a body of Trench pilgrims recently,
whohad come toRome topayhim their homageand toreceivehis
blessing, congratulated them on the visible signs of increasing
faithand charity inFrance,as well as in other parts of the world,
inspiteof the many calamities which were fallingon the Church.
Faithandcharity! These two divine virtues must ever gohand
inhand. Without charity Catholics are nothing and their faith
Tain, or worseto them. The Catholic people in theUnited King-
dom andin theBritishcolonies may well congratulate themselves
on the visible signs of increasing faith andcharity among them,in
spiteof allthe efforts of the enemies of the Church to injureher
by such acts as we see directed against her by Governmentand
thePress of the colony. The revivalof theCatholic faithinEng-
landhas as a necessary consequence led to a revival of Catholic
charity among the noble people of that great,glorious andfree
country. The leading Catholics, layandclerical, therearemaking,
as we see from thepapers, greatand successful efforts toestablish
schoolsand colleges worthyof the .Catholic andEnglish name, as
also other charitable institutions. Faithful Catholic Ireland is
literallycovered withsuch monumentsof Catholic faithandcharity
andpublic spirit. The Catholics of this colony areevidently re-
solvednot tofall behind their co-religionists inother partsofthe
world in works of charity— comparatively few though we be in
number,andslender thoughour meansbe. The schools Catholics
haverecently established in 1>unedin and Wellington show what
they cando andwhatthey will yet do in the sacredcause ofreli-
gion. While other denominations are standingat the doorof the
Government treasurycap inhandbegging for themeans toeducate
their children, without which they say their children must goun-
educated, the Catholics, w itha spirit which even theirProtestant
neighbours generally must admire and applaud,erect schools of
theirown,and provide them with first-class teachers out of their|
own means and without one penny from the public treasury.
Surely this in itself is avisible triumph for the Catholiccause in
this colony,andmay wellgratify our HolyFather PopePius when
he comes tohear of it. A schoolmaybe regardedin onesense as
a charitableinstitution. To instruct the youngandtrain themin
religious andvirtuous habits is surely a great work of charity.
But"we want,andIhopeindue litne will see,other charitablein-
stitutions amongus to provide for the corporal necessitiesofour
destitute brethreninChrist, andof others not of the householdof
faithas well

—
for Catholic oharity knows no distinctionof creed,

color or country.
Inoticed the formation of a St. Vincent'sSociety inChrist-

church. Is it dead, or is it alive and active? The Hibernian
Societyprofesses tohave in view amongother objectstopromote
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