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should have writtenis true also. And the remedy ? ThatIre-spectfully leave to the Eoyal Commissioners, before whomIhavelaidMr Brewer'sreport.' Mr. Baker callsattentionto onepossi-ble reiult— namely, that as women are often obliged to uae theOlivers to weld their chain links,Ac, weakly work,oroccasionally
bad iron,may be introducedin the fabricationof cable chains,onthe safe holding of whichmany lives maydependin roughweatherat sea; and that, at all events, testing by a Government official isdesirable before they are trustedfor suchpurposes."

WOMAN AND HER BOOTS.
Wobllnisnot in the habit of taking the advice so freely offered
her ina kindly spirit by man. She listens apparently to allhesaysas to the inconvenienceand extravagance of herdress and of "
itsprejudicial effect on her health, but she paysno attention tohis warnings,and resolutely follows the path of her owninclina-

'
tions, even though it leads to the workhouse or grave, with that

'
firmness winch is one of her most charmingcharacteristics Atthis season of the year, however, when, owing to the treacherous ,
nature of our climate, and the greasyconditionof our pavements,outdoor exercise isoftenas dangerousas itis beneficial, womancanhardly fail to seetheabsurdityof her high-heeled boots. Itis quiteIimpossible for her to walk with any ease,comfort,or safety toher-

'
self in these instrumentsof torture,which,by throwingher out of

'
the perpendicular,give her the appearance of the leaning towerofrisa, andproduce animpression onspectators that shemay at anyjrfpment topple over. Her boots, also, are too thin for walking '
purposes,andit was onlylast week that aninquest washeldon the

'
body of ayoung lady who,owing to anail piercing the sole of her ,'boot, received suchan injury tothe foot that she diedof lockiaw

-
Woman, moreover, now that she takes so active a part in the ,
business of life and is almostübiquitous, requiresto be strono-ly if

'
not ponderously, shod, so that, when necessity arises, she mayhold,
herownwrthman, returning kick for kick with that fascinating
but foohshcreature. A few words from £he pulpit wouldperhaps jinduce her to take the questionof boot reformintoher serious con-sideration.—' Pall MallGazette.'

CATHOLIC SCOTLAND.
ihe toliowing extract from the report of the British GovernmentSchool Inspector for1874,refers to the Catholicschools in the middleand lower wards of Lanarkshire, and is of interest as showing thevigorous conditionof Catholiceducation andprogressinScotland"

bixor sevennon-publicschools are at present being erectedivthe district,chiefly by the Eoman Catholics, who have shown Wrgreat energy of late mproviding schools for thechildrenbelonging to?L S UrC?1
' By

J
the ndnesS of Ar<*bishop Eyrelam furnishedwith the authorisedstatistics fromhisSecretary,Mr.M'Farl&ne Thenumber of the Catholic populationin my district is about 422,700

Ihe following table summarizes theprogress ofCatholic schoolbuild-ingduring the past four years:Since IstJanuary,1871, twenty newOafchouc schools have been opentd at a cost of £52,912 9s 9ia, thenumber of chi drenbeing7,584;a»d four morenew schoolsar£ beingbuilt at a total cost of £8,810, the number of children being865—making a total cost of £61,722 9s94d with8,449 children. Itthusappears that the average cost of these twenty-fourschools is £2 57115s 45d4 5d each, and that the averagenumber of children they (accord-
ing to regulation)caneach contain is 362. These schoolsare fittedupand furnished withall the modern desks and apparatus,and, indeedso far as fabrics are concerned, they will bear comparison with anyschool under my inspection. Theabovo facts attestthe extraordinary
efforts the RomanCatholic Church is making for the education of herchildren, while Catholics, like all others, are rated for the publicschools. There are now on my list thirty Catholic schools, and fivewill soenbe added. Numbers of the Arabs of the street (Irish)arepouring into the Catholic schools,and itis wonderfulto see how soonthey get tamed into habits of civility,obedience, and attention tolessons. These schools afford the best of accommodation a veryimportant fact in consideriag discipline; but they also show asystematized and regimentalregularity inall school things— a fact notless important."— 'CatholicCitizen.'

NEW IRELAND.
We have often commented with regret on the little care taken todirect the stream of Irish immigration to the United States. While

I t^pi-OTident Germans had various associations in different parts ofthe btates, by whom their brother Teutons were taken in hand onlanding aud pioneered to some localty where theirstrengthor skill1111U
w

StlT£T T° fP««*«*U« "mployment, thepoor Irish wereIallowed to shift for themselves aswell as theycould. Somesemblancel of a society took themmcharge of later yearsat Castle Gardens but. it went a very short way in seeing to their welfare;once out ofitsIken, they might sink or swim for all anybody seemed to be concerned.
IItwas lamented that while the mflux from continental nationsunderI direction of countrymen alreadysettled were able to find their way atonce to the best parts of theUnion, wherethey joinedandaided com-mumties already flourishing, our people were withoutguides lostpurpose as soonas they touched the Transatlantic shore,and becom-ing absorbed in the overcrowded city, soon yielded to its temptations
j or retainedno longer the taste for au independentlifeor the desire| for a more respectable oue. We are gratified to see that a really
!practical step has beeu taken to root the Irishpeople in the American
j soil, a thing which has been already done on so large andsuccessful!a scale for the Germans, the Swedes, the Danes, and others, whose
j nationalities individualize wholetracts of the GreatEepublic The, plan we have to notice with approval is not only IriBhbutCatholic.Itis the inspiration of the MostKey.John Ireland, CoadjutorBishopofbt Paul Minnesota. This energetic prelatehas selected along theline of the Pacific Railroadover150,000 acres of railwayandgov-ru-ment land,of spUndid quality,and on most favorable terms. On thisit ishis lordships intention to locate two thousand Catholic familiesMinnesota isa Stateof rerysalubriousclimate,a land ofcrystal lakes'of beautiful prairie*, of the dreamy Indian summer, and bounteousharvests a region aboundingin fish and game. The soilof thepro-jectedsettlement is the golden vein of this territory, welladapted for
growingall the cereals and offering, thanks to the noble meadowtracts scattered through the district, peculiar faculties for stockraisingWater is plentiful, and calculating all the resources available, theBishopthinks that suitable settlers willbe owners of theirownhold!
ings,and independentifnot wealthycitizens in a veryfew years DrIreland gives a cautious invitation. While confident that all whocome determinedto work willnot fail to do well, he warnsintendingimmigrants that they will have some rough work at the outset B?way of lUustrating the probabUities,the Bishop declares briefly butemphatically,"Ihave convened with thousands and thousands ofCatholic farmers in Minnesota. Many a tale they toldme of hard-ships endured m early days. But not one to say he wassorryhesettled inland have Ifound. Whatever were once their trials, theyto-day thankG-od withgrateful hearts that they are farmers." TheLishopadvises settlers to comepreparedwith £80 and £ 100 to provide
for the first season. Of course a great feature of the settlementw^lbe the tact that it will render the services and practicesofreligionmore available than these couldbe toa scattered populationdwellinga greater or less number of miles from priest or church. BishooIrelands invitation is directlyaddressedto the Irish inhabitants oftheEastern States. Itis to be hoped that the response will be suchas toincrease the movement begun by the good prelate. The more ourpeople are drawn away from the overcrowdingand vice of cities thebrighter thejfuturc of Irelandiv America,—' Dublin Fretmau,'

'

EMPLOYMENT OF WOMEN IN THE BLACKCOUNTRY.
Thi followingextracts from the report of Mr. Baker, inspectorofFactories,gives a terrible pictureof thecondition of women in theBlack Country. The report from which the extracts are taken wasmade to Mr.Bakerby Mr. Sub-InspectorBrewer,who says—"

From both the nail and chain tradestherearestrong repre-sentations made against the labour of women, whether as to thenumberemployed or the size of the articlesmade. The womenaresaid to take theplaceof fathers as well as of husbands while themenare idle anddrunken. Sodifficult, too,aresomeof these shopsto find, that the same place maybe passed many times, andonlybe discoveredat last by themerest accident. . . 'Ithoughtthis was afree country/was a remark whichgreetedme as1entereda nail shop in the outskirts of a largemanufacturing town. Ien-quired what was thematternow,and was answered, 'Do youcallthis a free country where women are employedin such trades tathese arehere ? IrepliedIhad again andagain discussedthisquestion with working menaround me,andIamcontinually askedwhetherIcannot do something to stop women's labor,especiallyinandaround Halesowen, where 'hundreds' work;makino- the laro-enails or spikesis the order of the day, and is far fitter for men'swork than women's. The root of all the evilin theBlack Countryappears tobe drunkenness, no matter whetherthe drinker bepud-dler, collier, chain or nailmaker. The outcry against the colliers'andpuddlers wives working is very great; not,perhaps,so muchfrom their influx into the trade,but from the fact that they worknight andday, andtoil andslave— andfor what? Notfor thepricethat straightforward masters would give, but for any price anycraftyknaveof a master chooses tooffer. Thesepeoplework, anado cot standout for 'tommy ' and 'beer' so longas they can o-etsomethingto satisfy theirhalf-starvingfamilies; while the ouo-ht-to-bebread-winner is luxuriating in some public-houseathis easein
'
traininghis whiffet' for some future running onbeefsteaksandthe bestof good fare. Dayby day lam moreconvinced that thisI

Avomans labor is thebaneof this place. Nor doIconfine this re-,mark to the nail andchain trade alone. It wasonly the other day
'

that a young woman, addressing me, said, 'I say,master,Iwishiyou would makemy mando a little more work andme less
'

At
'

BromsgroveIheardalso of the growingcustom of idle, lazy youn?iladslooking out for skilled,industriouswives in order toobtain aneasy life. Things goonsmoothly for a time,but thencome child-Iren, and perhaps sickness, and the idle handof the le°-itiniatebread-winnerhas lost its craft, or a courseof drunkenness has sodebilitated him that he can no longer stand the fatigueandheatWhile themother toils andslaves, the childrenare leftuncared for'to wandershoeless andinrags,till they areold enough toblowthe Ibellows for their fatherat a miserable pittanceper week— to be ikickedandcuffed, hear filthy, indecent,and blasphemouslan-ua-eandare then sent into the shop amid mendegradedby drink and!gambling,intime to follow the same course. My experience is Ithat thechief encouragersof such laboras this are themiddlemen ithe foggers,and the drunkards. '
"It la explainedthat 'foggers,' '.middlemen/ and'factors'aresynonymous terms for a class of men who get alivino- by burins-nails at a somewhat cheaperrate from the working-naifer, andsell-

ing them at an advance tothe large masters. To these 'foo-srers
'

the improvident hasten,wholire from hand tomouth. ThefoWrgets the advantage of all little odd quantities, as, for instance a
'

nailer who takes in ISoz.of iron wouldonly get paid for the poundFoggersare supposed to be greatly mixed up with track. 'Not
'

many days since a tale wasrelated to meby anironmasterof whatihappened ina brickyard near Bilaton a short time back. The
'

manager noticed a girl carrying clay looking exceedingly ivThinking she had been drinking overnight, he exclaimed,"" Why >
Clara, you don'tlook up tomuch this morning

'
'Nomore wouldIyou,' was the retort,'if you hadhada child during thenight/ !" Mr. Baker acknowledged that this report of Mr.*Brewersis

'sensational,' adding, however—' ButIhave not introducedatithe of whathe and other writers have said of this BlackCountryInareport of this kind, orany kind, it isindescribable,andmuchmustnecessarilybe omitted. ButIbelieve, from whatIhave mt. }"elf seen,allthatIhave writtenis true, andIamafraid thatalll
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