
We arehappy to inform our readers,that the long-lookedforarrivalof the Christian Brothers has at length takenplace. TheArawata, which reached Port Chalmers on Sunday morning' last,
brought inher fromMelbourne fourmembers of the famous"Order,
named respectively,M'Mahon, Healy, Bodkin, andDunne. His
Lordship the Bishop, accompanied by a number of gentlemen
belonging to the Catholic congregation, went to the Port tomeetthem, andthey wereconveyed to Dunedin in a carriage,as it wasfeared that,had they waited tocome by the train, they wouldhave
been late for the 11 o'clock Mass;for which, as it happened, they
wereinample time, owing tothe capital driving ofMr.Fitzgerald,whodrove them upfrom Port Chalmers,a distance of nine°miles,
in three-quartersof anhour. The fact that the Melbourne boatcame in on Sunday morning was unfortunate,as itprevented the
Bishop from being attended by any of his clergy, and hindered
other persons, who weremost anxious todo so, fromtakingpart inthe receptiongiven to the Brothers. However,there is nodoubt
that the most heartfelt satisfaction prevails on all sides, and this
may well atone for whatever waswantinginoutwardmanifestation.
Itis mostpleasing toencounter everywhereexpressions of gratifi-
citionat the fulfilment of a desire so long entertained,and the
supply of a need so severely felt, as that of efficient means of
educating the Catholic boys of Dunedin. Those meansarenow at
hand,and the sincere congratulations heardon all sides, afford the
Christian Brothers the best possible augury of that success and
happinessin their new position,which we join in most earnestly
wishing them.

H.A.C.B Society, Invkrc\bgiix Bkancit, No. 96.— The sixth
quarterly meeting washeldin St. Mary's Schoolroom, on Thursday,
March 16,at the usual time;thepresident,JohnICirwan,in thechair
Present— John Flanagan,V.P.,John Maher, S.,Thomas Meehan,W.,
Richard Fahy,and OwenGallaher, S.V. There was also a good at-
tendance of the brethren. The St. Patrick's Day Committee report
that they haveresolved to disallow at the evening amusements, what
is knownas fast orround dancing. Report received with applause.
Itwasmovedand seconded that themembers of this branch attendin
regalia, inabody, at the opening of the New Church at Riverton,
which wouldsoon takeplace. This wascarried withacclamation. A
member was found guiltyof riolating law 94, clause 15, by the Com-
mittee of theBranch,and for such offence, wassuspendedfrom all re-
ceipts for six months,and fined 20s. The sum of £4 11s. 9d. was
passed forpayment to Secretary, andpostageand stationery. Contri-
butions received, £14 165. 6d. The Rev. Father Higgins waspresent
for a short time during the evening. After theusualroutine business,
themeeting wasclosed withprayer.

— A Member.
Balfe's opera,

"
The Bohemian Girl," was produced at the

Queen's Theatre on Monday last. The music of this opera is of a
light nature, and is characterised all through by brilliancy andpretti-
ness. Itwasadmirably put uponthe stage, and the excellent scenery
and well chosen dresses much enhanced tho generaleffect, which was
exceedingly good. Of Madame Simonsen's singing in the role of
Arline it wouldbe difficult tospeak too highly. There are few songs
whichhave obtained so lasting a holduponthe populartaste, as that
well knownone which occurs in this part,

"
Idreamt thatIdwelt in

Marble Halls,"and ithasrarely been morecharmingly rendered than
on the present occasion. The tenderness andplayfulness of the way-
wardgipsy maid were charmingly expressed,and the vocalisation was
of a very high character, more especially in the pianopassages on the
upper notes, which were remarkable in the extreme,being ofexceed-
ing sweetnessand, withall,wonderfully clear and distinct. Through-
out the whole opera, indeed, the singing of the lady in question was
exceptionally charming, so that it is impossible toselect anyportion
more particularly to commend in addition to the above mentioned
song;but if there be anything that deserves mention more than
another, it was the staccato notes which occurred inone or twoof tha
harmonisedpieces,and which were given exquisitely. Mr.C.Florence
as Thaddeus sang andactedcapitally. His renderingof

"
Then you'll

remember me
'

was honored by an encore;and had he not been
resolute in discouraging a second attempt made at conferring a like
compliment upon him,he would have been obliged to give another
repetition of the same. In the concluding part of this air,he, with
much success anda charming effect,made useof oneor two falsetto
notes,but on trying the samein an allegro passage of one ofthe con-
cluding choruses, he wasnot equally happy. The part of Devilshoof
affordedMr.B. Levisonscope for his excellent acting, and he played
the wild Bohemian admirably well. Mr.Hodgson sang correctly in
the charater of Count Arnheim ;he possesses a voiceof considerable
power andof much sweetness,but as anactorhe wantsease andspirit.
Miss Lambertas theGipsy Queensustainedher reputation;her part
wa§ rather a subordinate one,but her mellow contralto washeard to
much advantage, and the dignity of the untutored mistress of the
wandering tribe w»s well portrayed by her. Mr. Sceinbach proved
himself, as Florestein, an amusing farceur. The choruses, in which
this company is particularly strong, were,asusual, exceedingly good,
and the orchestra was,in itself, worth going to hear, the violinand
clarionetplaying especially. This evening and to-morrow,an opera
new to the colonies,andnamed inFrench, "Las Dragonsde Villars,"
andinEnglish,

"
The Hermit's Bell," willbe performed, and we take

ituponus to advise any lovers of music, who havenot as yetheard
thiß excellentcompany,to avail themselves of the opportunityof doing
to, while itis intheir power.

During a recent thunderstorm at Timaru, a large aerolite of
of metallicstructure fell, and has been forwarded to the museum.

—
« Weekly Argus.*

PARALLEL CASES.

Inthe early days of Christianity, while the professors of
the new creed were everywhere being put to the test by
blood and fire,it did not require much to save the life of
one who was about to suffer martyrdom ; all that was
demanded from him was, that he should burn a little
incense in honor of an idol. The performance of this
trifling action alone was needful to deliver him from a
terrible death,and torestore himtoprosperity andhonor ;
and we can wellunderstand that his refusal to perform it
waslooked upon with bewilderment by the Romanmagis-
trates, who could in no wise comprehend what might be
these absurd scruples— as they considered them

—
which

engendered this marvellous obstinacy, and led to such
grievous consequences. Tet for fifteenhundred years the
voice of the civilised world has loudly applauded the
staunch Christian,who refused to compromise his princi-
ples,and who, rather than betray them, suffered death

—
whatever fierce and horrible form it should assume;

—
and

therehas beenhanded down to undying infamy the mem-
ory of those officers of justice, falsely so called, whose
determination it was to overcome scruples they neither
understood nor sympathised with. But, nevertheless,it is
evident that thespirit,by which theselatter wereactuated,
is stillin being, and still contrives to make itself felt — the
same inkind,if different indegree.

It would,perhaps, be difficult to persuade certain of
our modern— aad even colonial— legislators, that, when a
Christian martyr was about to suffer, and allRomehad
gathered to the spectacle, the spirit of the Caesar, who
sat to view the dreadful show, bore kindred to that
by which they are actuated in supporting some of the
ordinances enacted by them. There is, no doubt, much
modification:the world is vastly changed since Diocle-
tian's reign;and where death, with every circumstance of
horror accompanying, would then have been inflicted,in-
convenience, pecuniary loss, social disqualification, and
suchmatters may now only be looked for ;but the motive
which prompts theinfliction of theseis akin to that which
led the Roman to the spectators' benches,and brought the
Christian face to face with the wild beasts, the fire, the
boiling oil,and all the terrible implements of the arena.
Let our modern legislators read ecclesiastical history, and
find if it is not so. Who were the men who thus en-
countered death? They wereCatholics,and they wereso
treated,because they firmly refusedto do that which they
believed to be a flagrant breach of the lawof God, and
because C/esab was determined that they,should observe
practices which heapproved of, rather than those enjoined
upon themby the Faith.

And, mutatis mutandis, so it is now. The Catholic
must sufferprivation and loss,becausehis religion forbids
him to follow the course chosen for himby various of our
law-makers. Take, for example, secular education. The
Secularist says, We consider this system better than that
whichyou desire. Tour scruples are absurd;we do not
understand them. We do not ask much of you, and we
are determined to use every means in our power to make
you yield. So C&sab said in ancient times, when the
Christian Church was young;he only asked those of the
]?aith, who werearraigned before his tribunals, to offer a
little incense to a false god— surely, in itself, it was not
much,— and he was determined to employ every means

to enforce the accomplishment of his will; those
means wereunlimited,and he was relentless and cruel as
a tiger, but he failed

—
the Church was constant, and;

suffered, and overcame. It seems a little thing to'
Secularists, that they should demand that Catholic children
be sent to their schools ; the scruples of Catholic parentsi
are nothing to them; they do not sympathise with, nor|
understand them, and they vigorously makeuse of every
means they possess to overcome them;butthese petty
tyrants mustbe taught, that if,in this, their spirit bethat
of C^esab, the Catholic is actuated by the samemotives,
that induced the Christian martyrs to stand firm under
the utmost tortures that unimagined cruelty could devise.
Por he, likewise, is called upon to offer a sacrifice to
demons, in giving over,asmuch asinhim lies, the souls ol
b children to the enemy of Godand man; therefore he
ib required to resist to theuttermost,andasenergetically,
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as if,having lived in the early centuries,ithad been de-mandedof him, that lie should partake in the adorationpaid to thegods of imperialRome.

themselves for, if they permit Abolition to become an
accomplished fact.

Friday,.April 7, 1876.]
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