
tion. So the greatest engineering undertaking of modern times
was,afterall,due toaPopeofRome."

NextMay the Holy Father will celebrate the fiftieth anniversary
of his episcopal consecration. The Catholic world will joinin that
celebration with feelings of no ordinary joy. Rarely does abishop,
but still more rarely does a Pope,countj such jubilees. Pio Nono'9
life,so memorable in its events, will on this occasionafford another
opportunity to the faithful throughout the worldof expressing their
filial devotion.

Mgr. Germain, the Bishop-elect of Coutances, France,' is the
youngest member of the Catholic episcopate.

Dr. AntoniaBorero took his seatas Pre-ident of the Republicof
Ecuador on the 9th January. General Julio Saenz, Commanderof
theForces, anticipatingresistance to the inauguration of Mr.Boreroby the Garcia Moreno officials still in power, deposedthem andcon-
ducted the President-elect topower. Of coursea new era of progress
is now in store for poor benighted Catholic Ecuador. The removal
of the Garcia Moreno officials was,of course,"on the square."

Itis expected that the revenue of France this year will"exceed£100,000,000 sterling, and be nearly £-4,000,000 in excess "of the
estimates.

Some time since a person called attention in the 'Breslnuer
Zeitung' to the fact that the portrait of the PrinceBishop was hang-
ing inone of the class rooms of the Gymnasium at Neisse, to which
he had been a liberal benefactor, and asked whether it was proper
that a "deposed" Bishop should be held up as amodel for youth.
The Governmenthas caused the picturetobe removed. A local paper
asks whether the educational establishments in the diocese shall be
required to surrender the endowments of Prince Bishop Henry,as
well as his portraits.

The British Empire includes within its Provinces and Colonies,
12 Archbishops, 71Bishops, 36 Vicariates Apostolic, and7 Apostolic
Prefectures.

In a very interesting article on the Trappists and their monas-
teries in the Fans

'Monde,' we find the following paragraph:"La
Grande Trappe, as the principal Trappist monastery of France is
called, is one of those innumerable abbeys built by our ancestors in
the ages of faith. It stands in the centre of a dense forest. La
Grande Trappe is called also Maison Dieu,Domus Dei, orHouse of
God. The chapelis small and contains only one pictureof any note.
Itwaspainied byPhilippede Champagne, and represents St.Louis.
Ranee, the great jeformer of La Trappe, was one of its abbots,
and established his order within its walls. He is buried there,
beneath a plain marble slab. Since hi3death many famous per-
sons have visited the place of his burial. Amongst these, we
note James 11. of England and his Queen, Mary Beatrice, of
Modena, the Duke of St. Simon, the Duke de Penthievre,Bossuet,
Mabillonandothers equally celebrated. The Revolution in the last
ceetury confiscated and ruined this monastery as it didmany others.
Ithas been bought back by the monks who haveestablished on their
grounds a penitentiary for children. Everythingabout the placeis
exquisitely clean and neat,and the inmates appear happy and con-
tented. BothCharles X.and LouisPhilip visited LaTrappe during
their reigns, andChateaubriand also came hither tostudy up his life
ofRanee, a work whichhenever finished."

The Bishop of Exeter, having been interrogatedJby a foreign
ecclesiastical dignitary as to whetherapostolic succession is a doctrine
of the Churchof England, has replied in the followingmanner :

—
"The Church of England desires to include within her pale both
those who hold the doctrine of the apostolicsuccession and those who
do not. To meettheneed of thelatter shenowhere requiresany ofher
members or ministers to hold that doctrine. To meet the need of the
former she provides that all her ministers shall profess that succes-
sion as afact."

The San' Francisco 'Monitor' congratulates tne French peopleon
securing a Conservative Republic. Itsays:

— "The bulk of thepopu-
lation wasreally afraid of republics, for they interfered with trade,
threatened the rights of property,subverted the ancient customs, and
rancounter to themost cheerfultraditions;so they naturallyenough
fell before the first despot who managed to get the army on his side
andsimply promised to let thepeoplemindtheir ownbusiness. They
hadnohold uponthe popular affection, and they fell unregretted.
Now things seem to be considerably improved. A republic is existing
which assails the rights of no one, and impartially deals out justice
to all. It is, therefore, cheerfully supported and is gaining over
adherents from the Imperialist, Orleanist and Legitimist factions.
The one thing necessary is to so organise it as to secure it from the
attacks of the radicals,and toprevent the possibility of its degenerat-
ing into Communism. Such is the object sought to be accomplished
by the electoral laws recently introduced, and by the electi >n of
senators which is now going on. The precautionsand the reforms
have the good wishes of every true friend of France.

The Protestant vicar of AllSaints', Lambeth, says, "Incoun-
tries which are speciallyandeminently Christian, where churches,
sanctuaries andreligious housesarenumerous; where, by theroad-
side andon thehilltop, stand the signs andsymbols of the faithof
Christendom;where the Sacrament of Baptism is shed uponso
many;where post-baptismal sin is remitted by those whohave
authority and jurisdiction tobind and loosein the nameof their
Master;andwhere theBlessed Sacrament of the Altar, Godmani-
fest in the flesh, reposing in the tabernacle, or borne in triumph
through aisle, andstreet,and garden,hallows and feeds the faith-
ful, there the power andinfluence of theEvil One is circumscribed
and weakened. Sacredoil forunction andholy water,and thelife-
givingpower of the Cross, and the relics of the beatified, as well
as of the favored and crowned servantsof the Crucified,make the
devils flee away,andefficientlycurbtheirpower. Hence it isfound
that incountries where the Catholic faith has beenhalvedor re-
jected, supei'stition has taken the place of the first theological
virtue, faith."
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Says the Chicago 'Western Catholic':— We notice that even
inGermany Irishmen occupy positionsof prominence, andtake an
activepart in the affairs of that country. But of course they are
opposedto its persecutionof Catholics anddiffer entirely from the
viewsof Bismarck on the questionof religion. We note bya late
exchange that of the two counsels despatchedby Germany tocon-
fer with the representatives of other greatpowers on the affairs
of Herzegovinaand Turkey, one was named Kotzabue, while the
otherpossessedthe peculiarly Teutonic applicationof O'Eourke.
InthenewCatholicUniversityof Paris we observe thatone of the
Professorsappointedin the Faculty of Law is MonsieurConnelly,adistinguishedcounsellor of the Cour de Cassation, or liighCourt of
Appeal. Both of them we understandareIrishmenby birth."

General Beauregard, ina letter totheNew Orleans
'
Picayune

'
relates how the name "

Stonewall" came to beappliedtoGeneral
T. J. Jackson:— "'During the battle of Manasses, about11o'clock,
a.m., whenthat gallant meritorious officer,Brigadier-General Bar-

Viard E. Bee, was endeavoring to rally his troops in the rear of
Itobinson's house, he noticed Jackson's Brigade, which had just
arrivedandtaken position a little in the rear of him, ina small
copseof pineborderingon the edge of theplateauwhere wasabout
tobe fought the first great battle of the war. Bee, finding that
his appeal wasunheededby his bravebutdisorganizedtroops,then
saidto them, 'Rally men, rally! See Jackson's brigade standing
therelike a stone wall.' Those words gave the appellationto that
brigade,andthence to its heroic commander."

Following the exampleof others, Russia now aims at increas-
ingher influence in the clerical seminaries in Poland. Ineach
seminary a teacher of the Russian language is to be appointed,
who,naturally, willbeaschismatic. In this waya spy willbe in-
troducedinto theestablishment,who,on the onehand,willmagnify
ants into elephants, and, on the other, will not give the best
exampleto the studentseither on the score of knowledgeormorals.
Thus far this Polish letterin the 'Germania.'

Miss Thompson, the now world-famous artist and painterof
thecelebratedpicture called the "Roll Call," is a Catholicyoung
lady, anda nativeof the Isleof Wight, where oneof theCatholic
Churches is ornamented with her paintings, which she has offered
to thehonor of God. Miss Thompson is still a veryyounglady,
and itis toher excellentpencil that we owe the beautifulpictures
of the "

English Pilgrimages to Pontigny, Lourdes, and Canter-
bury," which originally appeared in the London 'Graphic,' and
which have since been very extensively reproduced. She is now
engagedupona new work tobe entitled

"
The Returnof theLight

Brigade from the Valleyof Death."
Mr. JamesGrant,a well-knownEnglish manof letters, abjured

Protestantism,and was receivedinto the Churchby CardinalMan-
ning in the first week in December. Mr. Grant was at one time
editor of oneof the bitterest anti-Catholic papers in London, the*Morning Advocate.'"The compulsory education experiment," says the

'
Albany

Times/ "is giving rise to considerable trouble in Boston. The
public schools in that city are kept openon Saturday until noon.
The newspapers report that some time since a little girl of
Abrahamic descent wasarraignedbefore a policecourt onthe charge
of habituallyabsentingherself from schoolonSaturday. When her
case wasunder consideration her father appeared topleadinher
defence,andstated that as Saturday was the Jewish Sabbath he
andhis family attendeddivine service onthat day. This however
hadno weight with the dispenser of justice, who pronouncedthe
girl guilty of a violationof the Compulsory EducationAct of Mas-
sachusetts, andsentencedher toundergo an imprisonmentof throe
months in a reformatory." Ifthis is progress,itis progressback-
ward, andin the directionof theblue laws.

The annualreport of General Sherman places the aggregate
strength of theUnited States armyat 1,540officers and24,031en-
listed men,made up as follows:— Fiveregiments of artillery, 270
officers, 2,504 men; ten regiments of cavalry, 422 officers, 7,206
men; twenty-fiveregiments of infantry, 848 officers, 11,000men;
available recruits, hospital stewards, ordinance sergeants, &c,
3,321."

The correspondentof the London
'
Daily Telegraph' tells us'

'Punch' says,that "the other day Princess Dolgourouky worea
pelissemade entirely of ermine,studdedall over with diamonds set
in turquoises;" also that"the cloaks to be seenon the fair shoul-
dersof the Princess de Sagan,Madame de Talleyrand, andMadame
de Rothschildrepresent each, infur alone, a valueof .£4,000. This
is going too fur with a vengeance ! Somebody ought to interfere
and takeup the subject,as this is evidently a 'great Pelisse case.'** Seriously, aren't there anypoor in Paris ? Isn't it going tobe a
hard winter? And,instead of four thousand covering the value of
oneof these cloaks, wouldn't oneof these cloaks cover the freezing
misery of four thousand, and,in the end, considerably enrich the
wearer? The Parisian unscriptural motto seems to be, just now,
FiatLuxe."

The Catholic'Review
'
says,"To whomdoourreadersimagine

the worldowes the Suez Canal? To M. Lesseps? No, but to
Pope Sixtus V. If they will turn to thehistory of the Popes by
the ProtestantRanke, they will find at page 246, vol.,3,of the
Paris edition of his works, printed in 11338, a copy of a document
writtenand signedby Sixtus V., inwhich that wonderfulmanex-
plains his views as to thepossibility of cutting a canal between the
Mediterranean and Red Seas. When Mazzini was in Rome in
1848,Ferdinand Lesseps was sent thither as French envoy,and
managed, it is said, to see the original of the above mentioned
work,whichinspiredhim withtheideaof piercing thecanalinques-


