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Marly, more than four years since, he had toid Ler he would grant

anry boon she at any time wished to ask of hum.

I shall not say what boon shie meant to ask ; but her thonghts

st be thus construed into words.
*“I shall go to Paris, and then inquire where the King holds his
court. If I can get speech of Madame do Maintenon I will, beeause
the ling will retuse her no favor she asks of him, though he has
already passed his word to me to grant whatever hoon [ solict. I
shall then go to St. Germain:, How surprised they will all be to sec
me again ; and Ze, to whom I have be.n so long betrothed, what will
1?{& sg._v;:heu I give him the message I am sure to take lum from King
ouis ?

Do not blame her, too, that when her soliloquy was ended, her tears
fell to the memory of Queen Mary. How little did sho thmk that {he
quecn, on thut morning her hand had traced those lmes, was thuwhking
kow she should at least remedy one wrong. She had decided on
speaking to her husband, as it were, from the grave. Thus she secured
to Florence Ler property, as well as her freedom. Probably when she
begged lLer so cunestly to give the king the paper the duy after her
death, the thought may have occurred to her that permission would
be re_fused if time were allowed to pass over, so as for the wound
cccesioned by her loss to heal up before the request was made.

There was 1o small surprise evineed by the ladies of the court at
tho departure of Florence ; but with persons of greater importance,
cven as with Mary herself, she speedily passed out of ihe mmds of
those amongst whom she had moved.

Half fearing to put herself in the way of the king, and yet not

liking to leave the palace without eraving an aucience, she begged one
of the ladies in attendance on the Princess Anne to ask if she might
lave an interview with him. The Ling's hoorish and unecouth message
wos worthy of himself—

Tell her T do not want to see Lier.”

FETICH WORSIIIP.

++

TuE waters of a spring, the fruit of a tree, even the milk of a cow
may be * tricked ™ for one person alone, and while they bring death
to him, all others may use them with impunity, Thefetich buri. d
bencath his doorstep may nail the destined victim to his ehrir with
paralysis, while his wife and children pass in and out over it in
perfect safety. These misgnided people plice no limits to its
power, cxcept, indeed, that of distance, it cannot follow its object
to another State. In the days of slavery men and women wore
known to beseech their cwners, in merey, to sell them away from
home and kindred, as the only chance of escape from the doom
which they were fully persuaded was before them. It is hard to
tell what they will not believe of this terrible bugaboo. A eolored
womail, by no means lacking in natural intelligence, and even ahle
to read a little, came to the writer one day during the past yeur, with
a marvellous story of sickness and cure. A female friend who kad
suffered unteld agonics from some mysterious discase, for which
regulay physicians could afford no relief, had at last appled to a
“eopjur™ doctor.  He had pronounced her * tricked,” and had
given her two remedies, to be employed conjointiy—some pills, to
he taken internally, and an cintment to be rubbed on the pit of
the stomach, the seat of the greatest pain. After making use of
these for u few days the patient was seized with violent nausen,
and vemited a quart of hairy worms,” receiving immediute relief.
* Now,” added 1y informant, triumphantly, *low dem worrmus
git thar, of somebody didn’ put em thar¥” * M ST suid,
mildly, * do you think that can be so?” ** Well, my missiz,” was
the answer, I can't “elar to it, ecause T nuvver sec 1t myse'f, but
de ooman that tole me is o member ov de church, and I know she
warnter gwine tell me no lie "hout it,

Fetich worship has disappearcd before the light of Chmstianity,
and is now unknown, cxcept, perhaps, in the swamps of the Far
South, whence malaria banishes the white wun, and where the
negro flourishes in a state of scni-barbarism. Voudoun charms or
fetiches (“ conjur bags,” as most of the negrocs call them) are,
however, in much demand as tulismans aguinst evil. It is con-
sidered ns essential to their efficacy that their possession should be
kept secret, the mystery constituting part of the virtue of the
charm. A friend of the writer was one night on a rmibroad tfrain,
when the engineer, in rounding a sudden curve, saw the hody of a
man lying on the track directly m front of the engine. To whistle
down brakes and reverse the engine was the work of a monent,
hut it was done too late to save the poor fellow's life. He was
found to he a negro, and the empty whisky bottle by his side told
the story, Hidden in the bosom of his shirt, and hung to his neck,
by a dirty string, was one of these little Voudon charms whicl,
despite the weurer’s faith in it, had proved inaduquate to save him
from destruction.  Those who pursuc the practice of Voudou—not
the doctors whose trade it is to counteract its influence, and who
must not be confounded with the witches themselves—are regardcd
as given over to the devil,
his grave are regurded with superstitions awe, and fearful tules
are tdld of how the flend has heen geon hy the tervified watchers to
vome in person to claim his prey at the death-hed, beside which

none but church members with unusual Jaims for piety dare to keep !

vigil. Among the educated negroes this superstition is gradually
dying out, yet its hold upon the race is deep and strong. Two

hundred years ago witches were burned at Salem. Remembering |

this, one may not despair of the power of education nnd religion to
cope with the negro giant Voudou.—* N. Y. Tribhunc.

———————————

Tue petroleum well discovered recently by a suloon-keepur of
Urbana, Ohio, has been eclosed up on the adviee of scientifie
authorities, who, atter u full examination, cencluded that o lurge
pool of petroleum hes in immedinte proximity, and, as it is 0 the
centre of the city, would endanger the safety of the city by tive,
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When one of them dies his body and |

TABI:ET.

HE SIGNATURE OF THE CROSS.
=
Tue mark which persons who are unable to write are required to
nuke instead of their sighatures, is in the form of a eross; and
this practice, having formerly been followed by kings and nobles,
is constantly referved to as an iustance of the ignorance of ancient
times. This signature is not, however, invariably a proof of such
ignorance. Anciently the use of the mark was not confined to
illiterate persons; tor among the Saxons the mark of the cross, as
an attestation of the good faith of the person signing, was required
to be attached to the signature of those who could write, In
those times, if & man conld write, or even read, his knowledge was
considered proof presumptive that he was in holy orders. The
clericus, or clerk, was synonymous with penman, and the laity, or
people who were not elerks, did not fecl any urgent necessity for
the use of letters. The ancient use of the cross was therefore
universal, alike by those who counld, and those who could not write ;
it was indeed the symhbol of an oath, from its sacred associations,
18 well as the mark generally adopted. Hence the origin of the
vxpreassion,  God save the mark,” as a form of ejaculation approach-
ing the character of an cath.

T

CARDINAL MANNING ON CATHOLIC PROSPECTS.

4
s Tminenee the Cardinel, replying to an address of congralulation
presented to hin by the Cathelic Association of Bolton, recently said
e believe d that within the last few years, and maore ospecially within
the last twelve months, the people of England had beecome convinced
of the error of regarding the Catbolic Church as an antagoniss, and
that they no longer looked upon hor es an enemy, an invader, or o
conspirator,  Ubiramoniane conspiractes were now classed with Mother
Hubbard's fables. .\ 1 the classes of the population were enming to be
per-uaded that the mission of the Catholie Church in England was
ong of faith and piety, und that her pastors were malkers of peace.
He ashed for nothing in this world to aid him in preaching the
Catholie fnth except that for which all Enghishmen protessed a desire
—u fae fleld and no favor.  If the Catholic Church extendecd in Eng-
land by 1ts own native foreo—if, by the power of intellectual convie-
tion, aud the power of charituble persvasion, and the grace of Almighty
Wrod, 1t should spread its supe-nutural unity and gaher the multitude
i3to one fold—he hoped they would lay aside all feelings of unimosity
zganst the poor pastors who, labering in poverty, had achicved thut
ULCCC S,

LIFE AMONG THE VIRGINIAN NEGROELS,
it
POISONY AND MEDICINES.
TrAT the ignovant negroes poison vach vther few people acquainted
with the lower grades of the rnce can doubi. Indeed, a colored
*doctor™” is now serving out o term in the Virginia Penitentiary
under sentence for poisoning u negro womsn.  Many of them have
knowledge of the propertics of every tree and plant, leaf and root,
found in their nutive ficlds and forests. IFrom these they distil
healing Lalms or deadly poisons. I huve known a violent sprain
eured in a day by a lotlon prepaved by an old negro woman, whe
refused to tell the sceret of its composition, and a severe cold dis-
appear like magic before a dose of o hitter black tea whereof the
patient knew nothing save that it ** was made out of a root,” the
sole mformation the grer designed to vouchsafe. One of their
poisons is distulled from the Jamestown weed ; another from the
deadly mghtshade; yet another is common green glass beaten fine
and sifted through muslin,  This is administered in food or drink,
and the flinty particles, working their way into the intestins,
cause influmation and lingering death. bMost of the deaths from
Vondou are, however, the result of sheer Imagination, and the
story told by Abercrombie of the Scottish student who, while in
perfect health, was rendered ill simply Ly imagining himself so,
tinds a fregquent parallel among this race. They belicve fully in
the power of the evil ¢ye, and it is only necessary to convinee one
of them that its baleful influence is upon him to produce all its
aceredited cffects. Not to every megro is given skill in Voudou,
and if one not so gitted desires to bewitch his neighbor he must
seek n Voudou man or woman tor the purpose.  The wise ene will
perhaps give him a mixture wherewith to anoint his enemy’s tools
or door-sill; perhaps u packet to bury under his doorstep or in his
daily path; pehaps, surer still, a subtle poison acting by slow
degrees, Of the poison an ides has nlready been given. The
cintment is probably o mixture rivalling tle witches' canldron in
Macbeth, * Eye of newt and toe of trog.” The packet raay con-
tain a “blcody hand,” done on white paper, in the bleod of
some animal, or a charcoal sketch supposed tu represent the victim,
This is wrapped around a dead toad, a snake’s head, lizaad, or some
such reptile, to whiclh is added a little earth from a graveyard and
anythmg from the person of the vietim that can be ehtained-—such
as a lock of huir, nail clippings, or a fragmnent of clothing. This
constitutes the magie employed, and the neyro who believes him-
self the object of such arts may be left to his own fears for the
reat. There is many a grave in the South which has been filled
by just such ageney. He who is fully convinecd that the Angel of
Deuth is upon his track has a short lease of life, and strong men
*Fade away like snow when it is thaw,” under the power of this
fearful superstition. They shudder in its grasp; they scarcely
| dare speak of i1, and they yicld themselves its vietims with the
apathy of despair.  White men wre impatient of their belief in it;
to us it seewms so childish, so wholly incredible; but to them it is
| the inheritanee of their Afriean origin, to which they have clung
} throuph ull these years, guarding it from the vidicule of the whites
las the devotee guards his religion.  Avgue with themn abont it and
vou receive the answer, ¢ White folks don’ v'livve in these things,
but they kills coloved tolks all de sawe,” and your arguments fall
| en deaf cars,




