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I8 IT FAIR?

Tne ‘ Catholic Review ’ hns a letter from London on the discnssions

there in reference to the American school question. The writer

guotes a letter written to the * Scotsman,” which is interesting., Tt

is as follows:—
“ Loxvon, October 4, 1873,

“ Bir,—Will you permit me to make two remurks upon your
leading article of to-day on President (frant's recent speech? Tt ig
not accnrate to say that the Roman Catholics of America are * sub-
stantially Irish.” There are sixty-six Avchbishops and Bishops—of
these thirty-eight are neither Irishmen nor of Irish descent, but
are cither Americans of English descent, or French, or German.
There are five mitred Abbots, and of these only one i an Trishman ;
and a very large proportion (considerahly more than one-half) of
the priests are Americans, Germans, Frenchmen, Ttalians and
Poles. As for the laity, the Catholic populations of Louisiana,
Texas, California, Missouri, Tlineis, Wisconsin, Towa, Minnesota,
Maryland, Virginia, and the Carolinas, are less than one-half Irish;
and taking the whole country through, it is probable that the Irish
Catholics do not exceed one-half, or, at the most, five-eigliths of the
whole number. Nor is it acenrate to say that if the Catholics got
back for their own use only what they pay in the shape of school-
tax, they wonld “get hut little "~—for their wealth in many quar-
ters is very large, and ¥ could of my own knowledge give you a list
of individual Catholics, in San Francisco, New York, Baltimore,
Washington, St. Louis, Chicago, Cincinnati, and other cities, who
are among the very largest taxpayers of the country.

“ My other remark must take the shape of a question. Isit
fair to compel one class to pay the State for the establishment and
maintenance of machinery for doing work which they are anxious
to do for themselves, at their own cost, and to the satisfaction of
the agents of the State? While continuing to pay their school-tax,
the American Catholics have everywhere established their own
achools, equal, and often superior, to those of the State ; and they
ask now, as they have always ngked, that they may be relioved
from what they consiger the injustice of being compelled to pay
for the education of their Protestant neighbors' children. This is
what they mean by “a division of the school-fund,” and President
Grant’s sudden and extraordinary protest against their demand
will not prevent its final success. = ** AN AwmErIcAN PApIST.”

LIFE AMONG THE VIRGINIA NEGROES,
WE tako the following interesting sketch from the Richmond corros-
pondence of the * N. Y, Tribung :'—

Not long ago a police officer of this eity, whese beat includes the
famous Mayo’s Bridge, saw o negro woman steal from the shadow of
a neighboring building and glide quickly out on the bridge. Reach-
ing a point where the current of the river beneath was swift snd
strong, she drew o bundle from under hier shaw! and threw it into the
waber.  With the responsibilities of froedom to the colored race have
come also its crimes.  Infanticide is common among them, and few
weeks elapse in wineh one or more abardoned infants arc not picked
up dead or alive by the Richmond police. Any ¢lue to their parent-
age is rarely ohtained, and the officer in this instance congratulated
himself upon Laving detected not only the erime, but the eulprit also.
The woman was forthwith arrested, and, despite her protestations of
innecence, was marched off to the nearest police station. The some-
thing whieh she had thrown into the river coutd not be recovered, but
it was of course presumed Lo be the body of n murdered infant, The
woman stated, in explanation and defence, that her daughter wus sab-
Ject to “fits,” and thut believing her “ tricked ” (/. r. bewitched) she
bad applied for velief to u doctor of her own color. He—a Voudou
curer of great repute—Llad directed her to take some of the girl’s hair,
the parings of her nails, and some of her clothing, freshiy soiled from
wearing—make these things into o bundle, and throw them after sun-
set into the river as far from the thore as she could. This done, he
assured her, the cherm with which an enemy bad bewitehed her
daughter wonld be removed and her recovery be certain. As might
have been expected, the police justice gave very little credence to this
story. Other witnesses wore summoned, merdical testimony was ap.
pealed to, and the gitl herself brought into court, The investigation
resulted in acquittal from all suspicion of infanticide, and full coro.
boration of the mother’s story,

One often hears this wystery of Voudon spoken of ns a spectre of
the past, and 18 Lorrified whon, as in this instance, it rises to confront
him at the breakfast table through the medim of a paragraph copied
fram some Southern nowspaper.  There s no doubt that it still Lives
and flourishes, while not a few mon and women in the Southern States
support themselves by their prictice ns Voudon doctors. If an ig
noiant negro is smitten with o disease which he cannot comprehend he
often imagines himself the victim of witcheraft, and having no faith
in * white folks’ pliysic ” for such ailments must apply to one of these
quacks, A physician residing near this ity was invited by such a.one
to witness his mode of procedure with a dropsical patient for whom
the physician in question had occasionally charitably prescribed. Curi-
osity led him to attend the seance—having previously informed the
quack that sinee the case was in such hands ha relinquished all con-
nection with it, On the coverlet of the bed, in which the sick man
lay, was sprend n quantity of bones, fexthers and other trash. The
charlatan went through with o series of so-called conjurations, burnad
feathers, hair and tiny fragments of wood in o charcoal furnace, and
mumbled gibberish past the physician’s comprehension. e then
proceeded to rip open the pillows and bolsters, and took from them
some queer conglomerations of feathers. These he said had cnused
all the trouble.  Sprinkling a whitish powder over them he burnt
them in bis furnace. A bluiek, offensive smoke was produced, and he
snnounced triumphantly that the evil influence was destroyed, and
that the patient would suvely get well. He flied not, many days later,
believing in eommon with all Bis friends and relatives, thet the econ-
jurations of the “ trick doctor ™ had failed to save him only hecause
resorted to too late,

DEATH OF ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST.

—

Joux’s death was gentle and puinless. Al antiquity agrees upon this

point.  As to the cireumstances surrounding it, the narratives giren ave
far from possessing hustorical authenticity.

One day, they relute, knowing that his hour was come, Jolin fure-
warned his cliseiples, assembled them in the chureh, broke bread. dis-
tributed it to the [aithful, and addressed to them this adieu: « May
wy port be with you, and yours with me.”

‘That done, he walked with somo of his followers to the place of
his sopulchre. It was upon the slope of o hill near the city, no doubt
Mount Libete, where his belovod Timothy slept in peace. = Thence ho
conld for the last time bless Ephesus, stretched ab his feot; all the
Tonian coast, where rose the churches which he hud begotten in the
faith ; and, beyond the sen, the colonies whither his sons had to benr
the sacred fire of the Grospel.

Arrived there, St. John began gently to converse with 1tho
brethiron, whom he was nevermoro to behold. They atiribute to him
a final recommendation to keep themselves in the nnity of the faith
of Jesua Christ, and to fles hmpiety. But he insisted more strongly
than over upon the commandment of loving one another. Then, ex-
tending his arms and raising his eyes towards Heaven, the saintly old
man becaume absorbed in prayer.

According to the ssme accounts, no human eye was witusss of the
death of $t. John. Having dismissed the brethran, John entered the
subterranean place of his sepulchre, and the disciples left him there to
meditation and tO repose. When, some time after, they penetrated
therein, John had censed to breathe, and his virginal sonl lad returned
into the bosom of the Lord.

Some Catholic writers view, with reason,
of the Apostle, but an image of the gentleness wherewith the old man
slept in pesce.  In fuct, the picture of & man who descends slive into
the tomb is the best figure,of his passage from ,this world into the
next,

That blessed death took place, according to Eusebius, in the sixty-
eighth year after the resurection of Jesus Christ, the hundredth year
of the incarnstion, under the reign of Trajan, Consul for the third
time. It is fiom 8t. Irenseus that we learn that the Apostle lived
until that ime.  According to 8, Epiphanius, John must have then
beon nimety-four years old. The Chronicle of Alexnndria, perhaps
moie exact, represents him as one hundred years of ape. It places his
death in the one Lundred and fourth year of the Christian era, the
seventh of Trojan, Neratius Marcellus and Licinius Surn being con-
suls, Bt. Hyaristus being Sovereign Tontiff of the Church of God.,—

Bannard.

in that representation

STORY OF A CONVICT,

++
A FrrweH correspondent writes: “The old saying that troth is
stranger than fiction has rarely received a move striking illusteation
thau in a ease which has just been brought hefore one of the Frenel
tribunals. Thirteen years ago o soldier named Jean Tastier was

sentenced to five years” penal servitnde and ten years’ surveillance
by the police for having insuited one of his supervior officers and
stolen a few shirts. He was sent to Africato undergo his sentenee,
and his conduct was 2o exemplary that he was employed as hook.
keeper in the prison. At the expiration of his sentemnce he was
ovdered by the police to reside in a smail town in the South, hut
as everyhody knew he was a returned convict it was with the utmost
difficulty that he could obtain any kind of employment. The com.-
missaire of police, knowing how well he had behaved whils in
prisoir, interested himself on his behalf, and induced a tradesman
of the town to employ him as messenger. He fuliilled his duties so
zealously that the tradesman promoted him to the post of cashier,
and in the course of time the returned conviet married his daughter
and entered inco partrership. Three months after his marringe
the war lbroke out, and Lastier, anxious to rehabilitate himself
completely, volunteered his services, and joined a regiment of the
line. He was taken prisoner at Gravelotte, but managing to
escape he rejoined his corps in time to take part in the battles
around Orleans, From thence he passed into the army of the East
under Bourhaki, and received no less than eight wounds. At the
end of the campaign he had hecome sub-liswtenant, and had re-
ceived the military medal, which had been given him on the battle-
field. He was almost a hero in his regiment, and when he returned
to his father-indaw’s house nearly all the town turned out to meet
him. Soon afterwards his father-in-law died, and Lastier, with his
wife and two children, determined to reside in Paxis, His term of
surveillance had not expired, but the loeal police had coased to
treat tho sub.licutenant as a returned conviet, and placed no
obstacle in his way, He had lived quietly in Paris for more than
a year, when a few weeks ago he was accompanying a friend to the
Orleans railway station, The latter had a dog with him, and this
dog was attacked in the street by another, The respective pro-
priotors while attempting to separate them came to high words,
and at last to blows. Jean Lastier, who naturally took his friend’s
part, was, with the other two, arrested by the police, and was of
course compelled to show his * papers,” ete.  His antecedents being
known, the Paris police, finding that ke had left the place assigned
to him bhefore the expiration of the ten years, had no chaice but to
procecd against him, and being bLrought before the correctional
tribunal of the Seine, he has just been condemned to two monthe’

imprisomment for breach of regulations. Thia is unfortunately the

law, but it is not justice, and your readers will, T am sure, be

glad to learn that an Englishman who happens to be acquainted

with the facts of the cage has brought the matter before Marshal

MacMahon, and has reason to hope that the poor fellow will receive

the full pardon to which he is so fully entitled.”




