
A COMPLIMENT TO THE CHRISTAIN BROTHERS.
The InternationalGeographical Congress, which recently assem-
bled in Pax-is, at its Session of August 12th, awarded the firstmedal, thehighest prizeat their disposal,to theChristianBrothers
for their work on School Geographies. It is worthyof note that
this decision was greeted by the assembly with enthusiasticup-
plause,and with such evidence of good feeling as couldhardly bo
expectedfromthatbody.

TheChriwtianBrothers, then, have kept up withthe times in
thematterof School Geographies, and the prizeawardedthemis
the same thathas been given to the most celebratedauthors and
the first editorsofParis.

And it was right. "We might mention testimonials of the
greatestvalue,and especially the oneof a distinguishedstranger
who,in the most expressive and appropriatelanguage, said:The
collectionof objectsexhibitedby the Christian Brothers, is thebest
yetintroducedfor schools.

NASEBY.
*-*■

Thecloseapproach of the greatest of all the Christianfestivals
"whichour HolyMother, theChurch,delights to celebrate,-with the
proper devotionalpomp, and ceremony

—
the returnof theseason

of the Nativity of our BlessedRedeemer— isbeing usheredinupon
us withsuch -unmistakablesigns of rejoicingon everyside thatone
wouldbeinclinedto think natureeven cognisant of the recurrence
of the triumphant event, and hastened to array herself in the
charmsofbright skies,greenfields,andbalmybreezestodo honour
an.4homage toso andgrand andimportant anoccasion.

The weather just now is really enjoyable. The mountains
and far stretching plains, blooming with every phase of in-
pigenous vegetation, and musical with the plaintive and reso-
nantbleatingsofinnumerable flocks about todeliverintothehands
of the nimble and diligent shearer their antmal rich tribute of
wealthproducing fleece. Inand aroundthe littletown of Naseby,
"which soquaintly and snugly nestles at the feet of earth's grand
old Titans,the eternalhills, the gardens and cultivated plots of
grcmnd wrestedinmost instancesby the vigorous armof theminer
(chiofestpioneerandpromoterof the beneficial and ameliorating
influencesof civilisationin thisremote southern land) from their
primeval state of

"
-waving wiry tussock," and defiantly pointed

I
"spear grass," pleasantly put forth all their attractiveness of
flowerand fruit, of springing corn,andodoriferous exhalement,to
still further increase and beautify the ovational demonstrations;
everywhere so lavishly apparent. And while all natvire thug
greets the advent of the infant Saviour, man too, combines
tomark his senseof joyfulrecognitionof theglorious festivalof the
birthof ourDivine Lord,for the OneHoly CatholicandApostolical
Ohurch tenderlyinvitedallher childrenin this neighbourhood to
nvail themselvesof the blessings and graces and benefits of the
indulgence vouchsafedto those whopiously discharge the worksof
mercy,corporalandspiritual, enjoined by her onthe faithful dur-
ing' the timeof Jubilee latelycelebratedhere, which, commencing
onSxmday, the 11th inst., closed yesterday,the 19th, the fourth
and last Sunday of Advent with the touching and beautiful
ceremony of the consecration of the Sacred lieai*tof Jesus, at
whichit w«s highly gratifying to see so many Catholics assist-
ing1,animated by the love of God and grace of the Holy Spirit,
piously endeavouring tomake themselves worthyrecipients of the
Sacrament3, the partaking of which would bring them all the
manifold merciesof the indulgence.

They come from all parts of this extensive parish
—

from the
GftiribaldiLead, situato amidst the fastnesses of theRoughEidge
range of mountains on one hand to the gold-washingwaters of theMarewhenua, trending coastwise to thegrain-ladenplainsof the swift

-
ilowiug Wailakion the other, to worship in the OldFaith, which
anbroken aod unchanged from the time of the great "Fisher-
man"Peter, the rock ou which the Church o£ God is built, and
against which no machinations of the Evil One shall prevail,
dovrn to the days of thepresent Supreme Pontiff, Hl3 Holiness Pio
Ifono,stillremains drawing into the embraces of its maternalbosom
all sections of humanity in every part of this revolving sphere,and
wliich willcontinue to do so despite haughty Kaiser, or iniquitous
oppr ssor,Teuton, or Tartar,tilltime itself shall bonomore.

During the cour3e of the Jubilee, several discourses weredeli>
yeradinan impressive andeloquent manner by the very zealousand
indefatigableRev.Father inOodE.Eoyer, to'tho assembled congre-
gation.

On the last day of the Jubilee, the 19th inst., the last Sunday ofAdvent,the Key. Father took for the text of his subjectat Mass
fromSt. Paul, "

This is the willof God, your sanetifica ion." At
Vespers,bis theme was the Sacred Heart of Jesus, each of whichdiscourses was ofa highly devotionalandedifyingkind. The church
was nicely and tastefully decorated with the first flowers of the
£e»Bon, and a choir

—
vocal and instrumental— melodiously rendered

the soul-elevatingmusic of the variousreligious services.Andnow to turn to matters of asecular character. Thepoli-
ticalatmospherehereaboutsis not veryviolentlyagitated, although
weare onthe eve of amost momentouscrisis in the history of the
land of Macauley'spretty wellusedup "Traveller." Ithought to
h&ve avoidedhim, butLHottimesauvajplike Coleridge's "'Ancient
Mariner," clutched me by the beard with his tawny hand, and
would insist on making a figure in the picture— "Aroint thee
Sa.tan!

"
We have two candidates for the representationof thedistrictin the field already, andanotherprobable "

.Richmond
"

is
hinted at, but as yethe hasmade no sign, and the place knows
him not. Of the twobeforethe elector.3

—
Messrs. DoLautour and

Chapman
—
itmayhe saidthat DeLautour is aknown, provedand

triedmanof the people,andfor them not altogetherinexperienced
in theartof legislation, wellconversant with mining matters and
tlielaws bearing thereon, and oue whose voice and ability of nomeanordei',have often been exercised ere now on behalf of theinterestsami welfareof theplaceand its inhabitants generally ;an
advocate of justice toall, using for his watchword "Progression,

'
and the settlement of the people on the soil. Of the other, Mr.
Chapman, it can but be observed that he is totally xinknown to
political life, and hails from the very suspicious and not to be
depended on ranks of Squafocracy. Verb, sap:Mr. De Lautouv
holds views on the educationquestion,one of such vital importance
to all true Catholics,of a more liberaland advanced kind thanmany
other would-belegislatorshave expressed. Tn the course of a politi-cal peregrination toBlack-stoneHill, a. sub.district of Mount Ida, at
apublic meetingheld there, Mr De Lautour in re theEducationdifficulty is reported to have eaid:— "All denominations ex aptCatholics could conscientiouslymake U9e of our odu<ationalsyitern.Tl c Catholicscould not,and electedeven in poor districts to s'pporb
theirown schools. Under these eircumstances there cou dbe nodoubt, if such Catholicschools satisfiedGovernment inspection as to
tie seculur educationtaught in them— so long as Catholics continue
at atpresent largecontributors to the taxation of the colony— they

Friday, Decemfcet 24,1875.] NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
Mr. Macasset said that although his position on the poll

might be attributedto the action taken by Messrs.Macandrew,
Stout,and Larnach incoming forwardat thelastmoment,he was
nonethe less gratefulto the400 andoddgentlemenwhohadvoted
forhim. He felt he was under the deepest obligations to them
and to the committee -who so strenuously workedfor kirn, and
whollydisregardedthe senseless clamour which onesectionof the
community endeavored to raise against him. It was one of the
characteristicsof all their previous election contests inI>unedinJ

thatnoone ever succeeded in dragging them into sectarian ani-
mosity and religious bigotry. Whatever might be the resxilfc of
the friendly contests,he wouldask them tomakeit theirduty not
toallow sectariananimosity and religions bigotry to formpartof
their election struggles.

—
(Applause.) He might tell them us a

matterof fact, that the statements regarding himself which, were
publishedin the

'Evening Star' were absolutely and totally with-
out foundation. Prom the commencement of his candidaturefor
Dunediiihe hadnotsolicitedasingle vote,andhe deniedthat there
wasanyunderstanding "between himself and theRomanCatholic
Church thatits membersshouldvoteforhim. Hemight tellthem,
further, thathehad not received the slightestindication from the
RomanCatholic clergy as to the wayin which they desiredthe
membersof their Church to vote 5 and he had not even spoken
to them, or had any communication with them, directly or
indirectly. At the same time, he believed that his relations
with his fellow-co\intrymen in this city and Province were of
such a character that ifuponany occasion they could do him a good
they would willinglydo it,andho would do the same for them to-
morrow. (Applause.) Whatever difference of opinion might exist
between the choßen candidatesand himself, he thought Duuedin wa3

to be congratulateduponhaving chosenthree suchmen. Of course,
if they hadchosen himself, he would regard tlieir choice as equally
commendable. (Laughter.) Itwas said of aladat college, who time
aftertime wentup to compete for a prizeand failedoneach occasion,
that atlfliist hewbb a boy of very great courage. He thought the
samocompliment might be paid to himself, ashehadnowaddressed
the electors four ox* five times as a defeated candidate. Like a man
wooingtheyoungladies

—
althoughoften rejected,he might sooneror

later find a constituency which wouldbee something even in him to
admire,and makehim happy with its confidence. (Applause.) Ho
livedin hopes that that day wasnot very far distant, andhe believed
that so fur from those whonow opposed him regretting such an oc-
currence, they would only be tooglad to see oueof tliciv oldest citi-
zensplaced inParliament, where, hecould assure them, ho wouldal-
waysdo his best to see the interests of Duuedin advrnccd. On the
last occasion, when he addressed the elector* ol Duuedin from the
hustings— -about fire yearsago

— he occupii d the same position as an
unsuccessful candidate;but- Mr Roynolds was successful. He told
MrReynolds, after the poll was declared, that he was glad to see
him returned. The reply of lhat gentleman was just, perhaps,butit
winnot generous. He said :"ItU through your own fault thatyou
werenotreturned;and itserves youright." Five yearshave elapsed
since then, butnow bis hon. friend, WilliamHunterReynolds,stood
upon the same footing as himself. (Laughter andapplause.) Hedid
not glory in that fact,although he believedithad theeffect ofputting
him into a more philosophicalmood than he might have been otLer-
wiie. 33ut whathe was £;oing to say was that, althoughMrReynolds,
'or the first time, was now a defeatedcandidate, he believed he wa-
expressing the feelings of allthe electors when he said that Mr Rey-
nolds'a defeat was owing more to political tban topersynal reasons.
Hebelievedit would take a longtime to efface from the recollection
of thepeopleof J)uni-dln Mr Reynolds's many kindly qualities,and
Ihepublic services he had rendered to theProvince of Otago,and the
city of Dunedin. (Cheers.)

MrFish remarked that there could not be the s7ightest doubt
that the ticket hadsucceeded to the utmost extent;andif the effect
were so, hohopedit wouldshow his friendMr.Stout that there wus
somegood in ticketsin the future. A ticket hadcarried before, and
on this occasion ithad succeeded admirably. He might s.iy for him-
self that hehadnot expected,in the presenceof such large talent, to
bereturnedhimself. On someother occasion hemight presenthim-
self before them under, to use Mt Macaseey's expression, happier
auppices, andhehopedthat theresult would be different.

There were about3300 electorson theroll for Dunedin, so only
about one-half or lesa rated yesterday.
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The soul is essentially free; sho obeys God orlyasmuchas
e.he pleaßes; God would not make her virtuoi s and beautiful

< againsther will,by force or constraint, for that wovldnot then be
virtue; but He wishes to porsutule her to 1 e:ome virtuous and
beautiful.

—
St. JohnChrgsosiom.


