
THE LATE VICAR OF MORWENSTOW.
TheLondon correspondent of the

'
WesternMorning News'pays

the following charming tribute to the late venerable Vicar
for more thanforty yearsof Morwenstow, inCornwall:

—
"There has just passed away," says the writer, "an aged

countryclergyman-whohad agreat dealmore thanalocalreputa-
tion,anddeserves notice in the press generally. TheRev.R. S.
Hawker,Vicar of Morwenstow, thoughhe livedonthe coast of the
most inaccessible part of Cornwall, was not unknown in Lon-
don literarycircles. Not thatheoften visitedLondon. Probably
many years have passed since he lust paced the streets of the
capital,yethe wasknown andesteemedthereboth forhimself and
his works. Hehas writtensome of the best Churchpoetryof the
day;hehad published some {of the best local legendary stones
everpenned;and,above all,ho had "given to the worldballads so
perfect that eventhat acute ciitic, Lord Maeaulay,was deceived
by oneof them,andattributedto anunknownseventeenthcentury
writerthe verses 'Shall TrelawnyDie?' whichwerereally written
by this just deceased clergyman in the nineteenth century! And
wellmight Maeaulay be deceived, for Mr.Hawker hadan almost
unrivalled faculty for projectinghimselfback into pastages,and
losinghis identity in the people of whom he wrote. Nor washe
knownby his books merely. Theman himself wasunique. There—

wherehe could hearonly the thundering surgesof the Atlantic,
and the wild, plantive cry of the sea-bird— in that remote land
beyondrailways, fay more inaccessible than theLand'sEnditself—

he lived the lifeof an English parson, such as parsons used to
be in the days of GeorgeHerbertandBishopKen. His charming
parsonage,ina snug and sheltered covo, was open toall comers,
and toallofferedhospitality,toyoung and toold, togentle and tosimple. Tho living is worth <£3G5 a year, and so Mr. Hawker
engravedabovehis doorporch the followingquaint linos:—"

'A church, vhouse, anda iwuiula day,
A pleiiMintplace to wiitch andpnu;
Be true totheChurch andkindto "thepoor,0Ministur foi emihore.'"It is a dozen years almost this very day since, wearyand

footsoreon a walking tour through Cornwall, 1foundmyself in
this charming spot,and tasted itsowner's hospitality. One rarely
looks upona finermanthanhe was then, withhis venerable silver jhair,andmighty chest and shoulders, always clad intho clerical;
cassock. Close to the vicarage is tho church, one of the mostancient and interesting in Cornwall, and which he did much to
restore. It used tobe openall clay, and theparsonhimself would
toll thebell for daily prayer. Altogether it was a bit of seven-1
teenth century England interlaced with tho latter half of the
nineteenth. Mr.Hawker livedfor forty-oneyears in that secluded
spot, rarely going out of his parish, but frequently visited by
friends from London. With themhe occasionally had correspond-ence, andit was impossible not to distinguish his large, boldhand-
writing fromall others. Hemarried twice; on the first occasion a
lady old enough to be his mother, and who really had beena
mother to him, for she hadpaidall his expenses at the University.
His second wife was young enough to behis daughter.

"Thus farhadIwritten." says the Londoncorrespondentofour western contemporary, evidently with no little anguish in
writing theseadditionalwords,"when the startlingstatement metmy eye thathe was receivedinto the Catholic Church on theday
before his death. This statement surprises asmuch as itgrieves
me. But," headd3, in an effort to console himself, "one should
not attachtoo much importancetodeath-bedconversions, especially
whenthe convert is of great ago and has been long ill. At thesame time," says lie, naively, "

it is not pleasant to think theremaybeother clergymenof the English Church, presumedlyloyalsons and faithfulministers, whoare yet so doubtful in their allegi-
jmce that they are awaiting only a sudden moment to take theirdeparture-"

Aneclipse is the interceptionof light from oneheavenlybody
to another. An eclipse of tlie moon is the passage of the mooninto the shadow of the ea.rth. This can only happen when themoonis full. Solar eclipses are caused by thuearth passing into
the shadow of the moon. Boththeearth andmoon throwshadowsbehind them in a direction opposito to the sun. Eclipses weregenerally regarded by the ancients as omens of terrible publiccalamities, and although the theory of eclipses is saidtohave been
known to the Chinese Jl5O 8.C.,yet to this day the majority ofChinese imagine that tho3e phenomenaarecausedby the attempts
of a dragon to devour the sun and the moon, and they assemblewithdrums and other instruments, believing that with thenoisethey maypreventhim from accomplishing his object. The first
eclipse onrecord is one of the moon, observed at liabylon7:!1 b.c.
Among the most remarkable eclipsesof the sun recordedinhistory,
may be mentionedthat which happened at the crucifixionof ourSaviour, and then in 119], and 1715, when the darkness -was so
groatthaithebirds went toroost, tlowers closed theirpetals,as atnightfall, and the stars snonebright at midday.

The Sanctity of the Dead.— ArchbishopLynch of Toronto,ina letter to thepress, on the Guihordcase, says :—
"The Catholicidea of the sanctity thathallowsthobody afterdeath is basedupon

the wordsof St. Paul, "
Knowyenot thatyourmembers are temples

of the Holy Ghost, who is in you, whom you b:i.ve from God,and
youare not your own. For you .ire bought with a greatprice;
glorify andbear Godinyourbody' (1Cor.,vi.IS,20). And again." Ifany manviolate the temple of God, him shall Goddestroy, forthe temple ofGod is holy, -which you arc' (1 Cor., iii. 17). And.-.gain, 'Iknow that my Redeemer liveth, and in the lastdayIshallbo clothedagain in my skin, andin my fleshIshall see God

'
(Job, 19). Hence the bodies of tho just will be joined to theirglorified souls and enjoy the beatific vision of God; hence ourreverencefor thebodies of the dead;hence the viceof impurity isso execrableto God."

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. [Friday,December 24, 1875.16

OTAGO RAILWAYS,
_—

_
CHRISTMAS DAT, 25th DECEMBER, 1875.

Ontheabovedate the Ordinary Time Table willbe suspended
on the Dunodin and Clutha Section, and Trains will run as
follow:—

LeaveDunedin for Cluthaand LeaveClutha for Dunedin and
IntermediateStationsat IntermediateStations at

7.5 a.m. 7.5 a.m.
1-.0 p.m. 4.0 p.m.

Return Tickets willbe issued at Single FaresonFriday, tho
24th, available toreturnonMonday,27thinstant.

The Sunday Time Table will bo observed on the Dunedin and
Port Chalmers Section.

Return Tickets. Dunodin toRavonsboume,Is; Glender-mid
nnd Port Chalmers,2s.

W. CONYERS, GeneralManager.

INFORMATION wantedof PATRICK MORRIS, who left Kil-
kenny, Ireland,soven years ago for Victoria, Australia, when

last heard of two years ago,was living at Woodend, Victoria, with
a Mr. Tracey. Any information concerninghimby whichhis pre-
sent address can lie traced, "willbe thankfully received by his
sister, ELLEN MORRIS,if forwardedto the OutramPost Office,
West Taieri, Otago,New Zealand.

I)OSENSTOCK AND DEVLIN

j PAINTERS, GLAZIERS, PAPERHANGERS AND

PTCTURE-FEAME MAKERS,

I Ra yax, Area d c (No. 0), Dunedin.

/"^IIRISTMA1* Presents and New Year Gifts of all descriptionsat
V 7 Macrdo's JPancy Repository, Princes-street South.

IX^ANTED KNOWN, Dolls from 6d to £1 Is,andFaucy Goods*
t of all descriptions at Macedo'sFancy Bazaar.

WANTED KNOWN, Writing-desks, Work-boxes, Ladies'Bags,
and Work-baskets atMacedo'sFancj* Repository.

TTTBERNIAN AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLIC BENEFIT
O. ROOIETf.
(Registered under the Friendly Societies Act of Victoria, New

South Wales, Queensland,New Zealajid,and Soutli Australia),
and at present

NUMBERING ONE HUNDRED AND TENBRANCHES,
AND ABOUT

FIVETHOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED MEMBERS.

Clearances are Granted at no extka Charges to Members
THE SOCIETY IS FOUNDED UPON THE FINANCIAL

BASIS OF OTHER BENEFIT SOCIETIES.

THE ENTRANCE FEES AND RATES OF SUBSCRIPTION
Will be found to compare favorably with thoso

CHARGED BY OTHER SOCIETIES,
And areasModerate as practicable,having due regard to tho

benefits secured, a synopsis ofwhich is subjoined:—
A Benefit Member receives during illness £1 per weet for

twenty-six consecutive"weeks, los for thenext thirteen weeks,and
10s for further period ofthirteen weeks;ondeath of wife .£lO, at
hisowndeathhis relatives receive i;2O. Hehas medicalattend-
ance andmedicine for himself and family immediately onjoining.
If a single manwith a widowedmother, and brothers andsisters
(under 18 yoai"-; of age),he has medical attendance and medicine
f*v them. A Member removing can havea clearance which -will

] rd-nit himinto any branch of the Society inthe locality to which
ho may remove. Honorary andLife Honorary Membersare pro-
videdfor, nnd may, on payment of a small weeklycontribution,
securemedicalatttmdanre. The Societyis also for thepurpose (as
itsname indicates) of cherishing* the memory of Ireland, andpro-
moting the religious, social, and intellectual condition of the
members. Any person desirous ofhaving abranch openedshall
make application to a branch, verified by signatures of not less
thanthirteen personsnotmembers, -who wishtobecome members
thereof;also the signatureof the residentPriest, if arailable,and
at the same time forwardthe sum of 10s each as proposition fees.

Branches are established at Inrercargill, Lawrence, Dunedin,
Naseby, Oamaru, Chris!church, Greymouth, Charleston, Addieons,

" Brighton, Greenstone, Waimea, Hokitika,Wellington, Reefton, One-
hunga, Otahuhu Auckland,Napier,Akaroa,Ljltelton, Graliainstown
and Nelson.


