v Friday, December 24, 1875.]

15

THE ANNI{VERSARY OF PORTA FPIA IN ROME.

- —

F1vE years huve passed since the breach of Porta Pia and the dethrone-
ment of 03 beveficent o monarch ns ever ruled over a people. The
deposition of Pius IX. was not «fected by honorable adversuries aftler
the rules of recognised warfare. Vietor Emmanuel was on terms of
profound peace with his vietim. 1Ie had even contracted nnd pledged
himeclf to preserve intuct the Pope's dominions. With fervent pro-
testutions of aftcetion and filial regard, without the shadow of o plea
to urgoe against his peaceful neishbewr, without even a declaralion of
war, he launched a powertul army against the tiny band which kept
guard within Rome, and ecized by means of overwhelming masses of
soldiery the territory and eapital of an almost unresisting and altogether
uncffending sovereipn, And now thab o lustrum bas pessed and gone
away since that act of unparalleled perfidy and injusbice was necom-
plished how stands it with Rome, and with its new King? Rome is
indeed the capital of Italy, but a capital only in name and by virtue
of military oceupatior. Withdraw the Italinn troops and Rome will
revert without effort to its former ruler. The aged Pontift, prizoner
as he is within his palace, is still the monarch over the hesrts of all
within bis former ¢ity who are eminent for virtue and for rank. The
ancient nobles renew year by year theiv acts of respeetiul homage to
their discrowned King.  Tn vain does Victor Emmanuel offer to them
the allurements of the Quirinal. Tis vainsre posts of prefit and honor
laid before them for aceeptunee. The lesser eltizens, borne down wilh
heavy imposts, lonk back with regret to the happy days when their
})ossessians were there own, and when no man was dilven to suickle
rom want of bread Lo suppert life. Rome is indeed changed, and is

no longer the Rome of five years ago. Crime and moral infamy have
done their work. The faco of the benefieent Pontiff is no longor scen
in the streets. The mojestic Papal fupeclions have ceased in the
Bagilicns. The tombs of the Apostles are no longer visited by crowds
of citizens from every guarter of the universe, met together to gazo
with awe and reverence upon celebrations embodying all that is
historic, beautiful, sublime, and ineffatle in the divine religion of
Christ. Rome in olden time was famous for observance of sacred
days, for the splendour and richness of church eersmonies, and for the
reverence paid outwardly by every one to the mysterics of the Faith.
Bus the jutruders who now govern Rome have dissolved the vows
which united men to God, mmpoverished the holy shines, driven out
the onee happy inmates of clo stered homes, and broken up the com-
munities of men and women whose lives have been dedicated 1o charity
and prayer. Barbarian conguerors often spared the sanctuuries of
religion, aud refrained from despoiling the unarmed friar aud the
defenceless nun.  But the Christinn spoliators of to-day arc remorsc-
less, and spure nothing that is holy, and scruple not o euter and to
plunder the most spered asylums wherein their sufferivg and weak
fellow-Christians have sought repuse and safety {vom the world  The
pilgrims w Lo now proceed to Rome to visit the tombs of the Aposlies
may not stop in the streets before the temples to recite a prayer to
God, nor can they perform the stations of the Cross on the arena
which wag onee drenched with the blood of martyrs, The stations
have been removed from the Coliseum to facilitate excavativns which
have ouly resulted in the propagation of malaria.  The priceless
Lreasures of books and manuseripts so lovingly gathered and preserved
by the religious have been rudely taken from the convents and monas-
teries and roughly collected into heaps to be disprrsed or sold, as
caprice or greed may diciate.  And to comipensaie for 'l this, o comupt
and debusing literature bas been introduced and fostersd.  Inlamous
atd blusphemous journals daily poison the youth and ecuervate the
manhoed of the kingdom. Indecent and irrcligious speclacles ancd
exh:bitions arve permitted, althougly the processions of the Baered
Host are inhibided. And vee fluvuts herself in Ll streets, while the
ministers of God aro mocked and insulted.  As if to render permanent
the degradation of the people, the minislers of religion are forced to
cloze the schools whepein the young were taught to worship God.
Those who are ¢ducated in seminaries, colloges, or schools under
management of Catholie clergymen ave excluded Ivom competitinn Loy
offices und employment, in public departments. Seeuluy schools are
eotabl shed in which the masters and mistreases way profess any or no
veligion, and nuy practise any kind of morality they choose. The
Catholie schools are doomed to destraction, and in the melropolis of
Chiristiunity Cliristian teaching is put under a bui.  Not content with
waging war aminst the Religions Opders, and despoiling the monks
sud nuns, and prohibiting weligious cdueation, the new masters of
Rome sre about Lo phunder the poor, by compelling the benevolent
and charitable institutions to convert their real property into the
paper money of the Guvernment. Such are the results of the breach
of Porta Bin. And it must be asked were these the rosults of the freo
and liberal policy promised in the face of Europe by Victor Emmunuel
when lie tried to palliate hisviolution of treatics and his pledged word ?
Me then declared vehemently that his purpoese was to socure the
welfare of the Chureh and mainain the dignily of the Wead of
Chyistianily. e pretended to give frecdom, and to cmancipate
weligion from the trammels of political exigencies, But he has enslaved
ghe Chicroh, imprisoned the Vieanr of Chmst, and freedom tu Ltaly is o
wmorkery, o delusion, and a snave. There is no freedomn in the
peninouia.  Mon are arrested on frivolous grounds, wanaeled and
wmearcavated for monthy, and then dismissedd from goul for luck of
evidenre 1o place thent on trinl.  The prisons ave crowded with eighty-
five thousand inmates, one hall of whom could not be properly accom-
modated in the rooms ab present available for criminals. Rome is
indeed ultered since the 20th Seplember, 1870, The Pontifl is morally
u prisoner, the elergy are frampled wpon, the rites of religion ave
turned inte vidicnle, and parodied in theatres; the religious eom-
munities are dispersed, the saered inheritances, the gifts of Constantine
and Charlemague, the funds for religion wnd Christisn benevolence,
Lave become the prey ol avclion-bidders. Some ol the churches are
deserted, some have been ehuf up, und sume bave bgen twrned to
profane wses.  The gnardians of fhe churehes, who dwelt near them
in convents, lwmve been removed.  What rensins, save o populution
debiwed,; and 2 youll demeoruliced?  ilus not Rome reccived o hundred
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and forty-lwo houses liconsed for imypurity, in exchamge for one
hundyed and twenty convents suppressed? We musi forbear to
pursue further the contrast between Rome under Pins IX. and the
Rome of Victor Emmanuel. But if the breach of Porta Fin is com-
memorsted by Komaus and Catholics il is 88 an anniversary of shame,
a day to be observed with tears sud lamentations, with regrot for thoe
blessings which have passed away, and sorrow for the evils which are
prescnt.—* Fablet.’

GARCIA MORENO.
—— e d—

Oun roaders are already comversant with ibhe aelancholy story of
the good and great President of the Republie of Eouador, Garcia
Moreno, so foully murdered at his capital, Quito, a few months
winee. The °Times’ corvespondent at Paris mow informs hig
veaders that e has reliable information that Moreno was assassin-
ated by members of a secrct society, which has hranches all ovur
South Ameriea, and even in Europe. Lots were drawn to seleet:
who shounld do the deed of Blood in the Presidential Palace at Quite.
Onc of the murderer’s accomplices was a military officer., He was
caught after the assassination, and fold by the President of the
court-martial hefore whom he was tried that‘ his life would be
spared it i would give the names of his associates, * My life,”
wag the reply, © would be worthless, forif you spa.l‘_ed me my com-
rades would not. I would rather be shot than peinarded.” The
story is another ecvidence of the wide extent of the Cosmo-
politan Revolution, of its extraordinary power over those it has
drawn into its meshes, and of its determination to stop short at no
crime to attain its ends.  Garcia Moreno, whose * crime’ was his
devout Ca,thgljcity, has shaved the fate Of_ the Dukede Ben'i, Cpun.ts
Rossi, Archhishop Darboy, and the host of eminent men whe, within
the present contury, have perished by the dagger or the bullet of
the Red. A nobler victim and a fouler deed has seldom heen
chronicled — Weekly Freeman.’ )

President Moreno’s last message, not yet delivered at the
moment of his assassination, was found in his pocket after thiy
lumentable event. The New York  Freeman’s Journal” has had it
translnted from the Spanish. It is a moble decument, which
furnishes in jtself the best answer to the calumniators of the dead
hero, #the bravest man in South America” and one of the most
loyal sons of Hely Church. Providence, which permitted his
martyrdom, did not fail publicly to justify his course, not enly hy
this memorable puper but by the testimony of all his associnbes in
the government of his country and by the wniversal grief of his
fullow-countrymen, The prosperily of Ecuader under his prudent
administration has been maiked and abundant.  The public debts
have been lavgely decreased, while ut the same time taxes have
been lowered and many of them entively rescinded. Out of a popu-
lation of newrly a millien, but fifty crimiuals deserve incarceration
in the public penitentary, and it stood alinost empty. Churchey
were repaired and built, railroads, highways land bridges added to
the State’s internal wealth, and, as if by way .of fitking rebuke to
the insolence of Senor Flores, in hinting that nnder a move [judici-
ous executive more schools would be provided, President Moreno
informs his cabinet that during the last year the nuaber of primary
schools had been increased by ninety-three, and some ten thousand
pupils added to those already under instruction. During his ad-
wministration the nwmber had xisen from hotween thirtesn and
fourteen thousand to ahove thirty thousand, and three-fourths of
these pupils werc boys. President Morene was ulready intent on
deviging means for the proper teaching of girls, the difficulty
arising from the lack of teachers—u lwdk which Germany and
Switzerland have put it in the power of governments less idiotic,
to supply.—* Catholic Review.

WAIFS AND STRAYS.
i e

To go to church and hend your knees in prayer without doing
50 in spirit is a Pharisaical rightcousness whieh seems to have some
exuetitude, but which draws from Jesus Christ this just veproach :
= This people honoreth Me with their lips, but their heart is far
from ma.” Tt is a false righteonaness,— Bossuel.

Among the satistactory results of the travels in South Awmericn,
of Pius IX., we may safely reckon the vindication of the memory of
Christoplier Colutnbug, o man hitherto so entively misvepresented
and uncomprehended by FProtestant historians. The history
written under the auspices of his Holiness, by Count Rosselly do
Lovgues, publishes the heroic virtue and religions motives of this
importal discoverer, who has been treated as an adventurer, show-
ing that he was even more of a good Christian than a greal
navigator,

A boy of five years was “ playing vailroad” with his sister of
three and « half. Deawing her upon n foot-stool, he fnagined
himself Loth engine and conductor. After imitating the pufing
noise of the steam, he stopped and called out, * New York,” und in
a moment after, ©Paterson,” and then  Philadelphin.”  His
knowledge of towns was now exhousted, and the next place ke
cried “ Heaven.” His little sister said eageviy, < Top, I dess ')
det oul here.”

Here is a irue story of u certuin cwl now living, who iz a
misey, and hoards hank-notes. Being at his hanker’s one day, e
happened to take ot his pocket-hoolk, in which was a ten thousand
pound Bank of Bnglund note.  “Why, my lord,” said the
astonished banker, ure you aware that there arve only two other
such notes in civetdation * = T ought to be,” was the quiet reply,
“for I have got them hoth frauned and glazed at home.”

A Leeacy ro gnr Porwn—The © Fanfulia,” no great anthority,
states thet the lute Emperor Ferdinand of Austria has left the
Pope a legacy of 10,000,000 floving, which has already been paid at
ihe Vatiean  The Hmperor has hequenthed also to the Pope all the
omaments and sucred vessels of his chapel, und west valauble
erystals uned wre chine serviees,



