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wouldhave to getsome assistancein the case of any general rating.That could bo done without in the slightest degree alteringour own non-sectarian system of education
He wasquite sure thatProtestantswouldscorn to teachtheir chil-drenat theexpenseof their Catholic neighbours. This,' however,
was thesystem inAuckland, aud it was proposedin Otago lastyear. A Bill was proposed which would have given National
SchoolCommitteesatNaseby and St. Bathan's power to levy arate up to acertain limit on all in their districts— Catholics andProtestants— tosupport the nationalschools! It appears from aperusalof thisstatement that Mr.De Lautour would endeavourtohavejusticedone to Catholics in regard to educational matters,
andIthinkit werewellfor us to see that Mr DeLautour, who inanother respectsis aworthyandliberalman, should be put in the"rightplaceat theright time," to the exclusion of anyone who
has yet tendered an appearance in the candidatorial arena ofMountIda. Heis very popularin the district,andmuchbelievedinby theminers throughout Otago, as testified to by the votes ofthanks renderedto him from time to time by the various mining
associations of the Province.

Mining operations,farming, gardening and grazing occupa-
tions are being vigorously carried on in our midst, and the
promise of a fruitful season is beginning to be cheerfully
observedm the surrounding localities. The length of my com-municationprecludesme from furnishing you at present with adealmoreof interestingmatterconcerning Naseby, but Ishallbegladto do so ona future occasion.[As this is an unpretendingpaper, ourcorrespondentswouldoblige us by notwritingin tooeloquentastyle.— Ed.N.Z. T.]

THE DUNEDIN ELECTION.
(To theEditorof theNewZealandTablet.)Sir,-—ImustsayIwas surprised, beyond measure, on reading

the leadingarticle, in your eveningcoutemporaryof last evening. The-writer commencesby saying that" the Dunedin electbn is over, the
electors havemade their choice, and the result is pretty much whatevery one expected." This is crying peccavi with a vengeance, for
those who will take the trouble torefer back to the columns of the"Star,' will find that the editor's opinions and prognostications havebeen totallyat variance with

"
everybody's;" consequently, the na-tural, and indeed only, inference to be drawn is, thathe has con-demnedhimselfout of his own mouth, and that be is Nobody. Tothose who havebeen in thehabit of reading the leaders of this Lumi-unry

— which appears to have hitherto been shedding the reverseof
light— this sudden tiimming of its sails to the popularbreeze, willbeinexplicable;unless, indeed, as

"
coming events (are said) to cast theirshadows before," the solution may be found in the rumour of theBtartingofa second evening paper— it being in what has now been

provedto be thepopular interest. Ican perfectly undorstana a jour-
nal persistently andconscientiously upholdingcertain views, and when
amajorityhas declared against them,either still maintaining its formerconvictions,or gracefully acknowledging its defeat;but, the produc-tionIhavealluded to, maybe divided into two parts :~tho first a
valedictory notice to the public;aud the second, its programme in
the future. Your readers willhear the f -Ho wingwithsurprise :—

"" Sofar as weare concernedthe differences betweenour viewsand those of
the electedmembersare so few,and ouragreement withthem onmostsubjects so complete, that we can cordially accept them as representa-tives." But thatsurprisemay bolessened when wenotice that thesentence ia thus speciously worded:— The differences betweenourviews and those of the elected membeiaare so few, &c,not were, andthat little word will account for the fact that thia late champion ofCentralism "

can cordially accept them as representatives."
Iam afraid,Sir,Ihivealready trespassed too longon your space,and that fact is made the morepatent considering the glaring attemptat trimming which your coutemporary is guilty cf, whichall°who readitmust oee. Alas Ipoor

'Star,' thatall your dogmatism shouldhaveauch an end, and that you should be thus compelled to eat humblepie!— Iam, 4c, Pkovinuialisx.Dunedin, Dec. 22.

Conservatives have been returned for Armagh, and West
Suffolk.

The Empress Eugenic and*Prince Napoleonhavereturnedto
Chiselhurst.

NottinghamCastleis tobeconverted into aFineArtsMuseum.
Theproject for floodingthe African desertcontinues tosecure

public support. The cost is roughly stated at three millions.
TheRoyal Aquarium andWinter Gardenat Westminsteris to

beopenedinDecember. The reservoir willrequire75,000 barrels
of sea. watertobebrought from Brighton insealedbarrels.

Another workman's town, similar to Salisbury ParkEstateat
Batterseais projected. "_

LordDerby, at Liverpool, spoke on the questionof thepoor
law,and thought now that the working classes were getting such
goodwagesthey shouldprovidefor their destituterelatives.

A telegram fromMadrid, dated November 17,states that Don
Carloshas addressedaletter to King Alphonso offering toconclude
a truce.

AnInmansteamer has made the swiftest passage on record
betweenNew York and Queenstown,viz.,7 days 15 hours.

The Trades'Union Congress held its sittingsat Glasgow. It
assumes more and more the functions of a rival parliament,all
kinds of nationalsubjectsbeing introducedanddiscussed.

Therehasbeen greatloss of lifeby gales and floods inallparts
inIndia. Twenty thousandpersonshave beenrenderedhomeless.
At Home there has been a succession of gales, accompaniedby
heavyrains, and sad marine disasters, followedby floodsahnost
as alarming as thecountry sufferedfrom inJuly.

The Hon.Wm. Foxhasbeen addressing temperancemeetings.
Petrarch wonthe MiddlePark Plate.
The exports toNew Zealand for themonth were £1,282,500.
Theattempt to float the Vanguard by large masses of cork

failed. The attempthasbeen abandonedtillnextspring.
The Boadicea,an ironcladof the new type,hasbeenlaunched

atPortsmouth.
Melbourne,Dec.15.

—
TheBudget debateremainsunfinished,

everymember in the House having a speechtomake on thesub-
ject,but thedivisionmust be taken this week, when theGovern-
ment is sure of asubstantial majority. The Opposition stillhold
to their promise of preventing the transaction of business and
forcing a dissolution. The week, generally, has been barren of
political events. The Commissionerof Railwayshas be""*1petedby
his late constituentsof Ballaratandreceivedapurse tfW& la pay-
mentof hiselection expenses.

The scarlet fever epidemic has not abated, and daily fresh
cases are reported,some of thevictims only suffering a fewdays'
illness.

Hampton,Shaw and Co., the firm which evadedpaymentof
duty on their imported jewellery, have had to pay the Customs
£2500 in fines andduty.

The weathercontinues verywintry,andthere isconstantrain-
fall. All incoming vessels reportsevere gales along the coast.

The New South Wales cricketers arrived yesterday. They
have astrongteam.

The Wagga Waggacup,with ,£IOOO ofaddedmoney, was won
by Cleolite, with Torchlight and Canterbury second and third
respectively. Time, 3min. 39sec.

The CulzeanCastle,200 days from LiverpooltoMelbourne, is
reportedmissing.

Sydney.— The Budget is verysatisfactory. The revenueis in
aprosperous condition,anincrease beingshownon allitemsexcept
gold and themint receipts, leaving a large surplus at the end of
the year. Itis proposed toremit duties on a number of articles,
leaving only thirty-fivearticles on the tariff, which, itwashoped,
wouldbe stillfurther reduced next year. The financialproposals
of the Government havebeengenerally wellreceived.

TheProprietorof the 'EveningNews' has beenadjudgedguilty
of contempt of court incommentingonTreevc's case,but was dis-

1 chargedonpayment of costs.' Adelaide.— Mr.EarnestGiles, the explorer,reached Western" Australia from Adelaide with ten men and sixteencamels. The
expeditionhas been successful, yet the country for more thana
thousandmiles inastraightline was simply anundulating bedof
dense scrub. Mr. Giles telegraphs :—":

— "Our waters werefew and
farbetween, andon oneoccasion we travelledover a,stretchof 32%..
miles without water. We were once attacked by natives, bit

L. drove themoff. The naturalist collected nearly 800botanicaland
j geologicalspecimens, many ofthe former being quite new."

NEWS BY THE MAIL.
f

, London,October2fl.
New Guinea occupiedagood deal of attention,andanumberof lettersappearedagainst the colonisation scheme from CaptainMoresby and Mr. M'Favland, who admit the scheme requires.£IOO,OOO of capital.
The French Government, annoyed at the recent escapes ofprisonersfromNew Caledonia,have taken measuresof prevention

along ,vith foreignpowers.
The Hiberniatook out a thousand miles of the New Zealandcable, whichis expectedto bocompletedinFebruary.
The Prince ofWales's visit to India causes greatinterest. AtAthens, en route for the East, the Prince was metby Kin"- George.

Thecity was illuminated,and a ball and dinner weregiven tohisKoyal Highness. The Prince embarked aboard the°Serapis atBrindisiamidsalutes fromtheBritish ironclads.
TheKingand QueenofDenmark are onavisit to England.Sir GamctWolsely liasreturnedfrom theCape. Ata dinnerat Dublin, he spoke strongly in favor of Natal as one of thebrightest jewels in the Crown. The federation movement is

extending. Mr.Ironside receivedaprincelyreceptionatGrahams-town.
Sir HenryBarkley's administration on the goldficlds caused

serious complaints. Warhas brokenout at Cape Talmasbetweenthenatives and theGovernmentofLiberia. Inabattlefifty werekilledand wounded. Anothergreatbattleis expected.It is stated General Johnston (Confederate) is to ttikv cum-muuel of the Egyptianm-myat

Since the your 1800 England has waged forty-nine -warsj
France, thirty-eight; Russia, twenty-two; Austria, twelve;
Prussia, eight; and in spite of all thepeace societies andiuter
nationalconventions, they allappear anxious for another.

The Poor of Christ.
—

In theChurch, there is no distinction
of "persons,or,if any,it ought toboinfavor of the poor. During
the last illnessof Dr. Grant, he was obliged to refuse to see the
many friends whocalledupon him. But when, theveryday after
eventheDuchessofNorfolkhadbeen unable toobtainaninterview,
he was informed that apoor orphan girl whomhe had formerly
knownwasinquiringafterhim,heatoncedesiredher tobebrought
in. Ho walkedto thedoor tomeether,and laidhis handupon her
headin a long blessing, faintly uttering a few wordsofparting
advice.

The Printer's Delight.— The following little paragraph
which we findinone ofourexchangesis toogoodtobe lost. Read
it:

— The latestamusement is termed the"Printer's Delight," and
isperformedinthe following manner:Take asheetof notepaper
foldit iip carefully and enclose a bank note sufficiently large to
payuparrears andayearin advance. And whatadds immensely
to the featis tosendalongthenameof a new subscriberwithcash
to balance. Keep your eyo on the printer, and if you detect it
smile thy trickis a success. Try it,
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