
If we are to believe the telegraphic summary of the Hon.
Bowen's speech at Kaiapoi, theGovernment intend to

bring inaBillin the next session of Parliament to bestow
onShire Councils all administration that can possiblybe
managed locally. These are tohavenotmerely the residue
of the land fund,but also tho power to distribute this
amongst Koad Boards without their borders ; ihey shall
also have power to raise loans on special rates for special
works; they shall havo main roads and bridges to attend
to ; they shall alsohavepower tomake,ifnecessary,branch
railways or any necessary works except great trunk lines
within their borders; they are to have the control and
managementof navigablerivers in the shires; in a word
these Shire Councils are to have all the powers which
Provinces nowhave inthese matters.

Is there any sane man who fancies for a moment that
the Government means to carry such a measure, or could
even hope do so. A. measure of this kind would not
even obtain ahearingin the Legislative Council. Can it
bo reasonablyexpectedthat thogentlemen,who,a coupleof
sessions ago, threwout the Billwhichproposed to allow the
Provinces to borrow money for reproductive works, will
pass aBill to enable Shire Councils to raise loans and tax
their property ad libitum ? Itwas intolerable that the
representativesof Provinces should have thepower to bor-

NEWS OF THE WEEK.
We arepleased to see that the Catholicsof Arrowtownhave

made arrangementstoholdaFancy Fair and Bazaar inaidof St.
Patrick's Church and Presbytery, on 27th,2Sth, and29thDecem-
ber. The promoters earnestly solicit donations,all of whichwill
be gratefully acknowledged. Wo all know the struggle that is
nowgoingon throughout theProvince to erecb and maintainonr
Churches. Onr Catholic population is very scattered, and, as a
rule, not over wealthy,and the heavytax ofkeepingupour schools,
which is a matter second in importance only to religion itself,
rendersit necessary,almostperiodically, thatsomethingof aspecial
charactershouldbe done for the purpose of raising- funds incon-
nection withour Churches and Schools. Greatnumbers of people
always have something that they can part with,without incon-
venience or feeling- the loss, and there is a novelty anda charm,
about these fancy fairs that tickle uhe fancyof nearlyeveryone. A
person whocouldnot afford to give more thana poundfor almost
anypurpose, willthink nothing ofpatronising one of thosebazaars
to the amount of four or fivepounds. We, therefore,hope thatthe
request for donations Avill meet a hearty response, and that the
undertaking will turn out as satisfactory as the good people of
Arrowtowncould desire.

U.A.C.B. Society.— Itwill be seen by tho programme,pnblishde
in this week's issue, that theFete Committee have gone to work in
earnest, andhave laid themselves out for a great success. Judging
fromtheprogramme and the excellent arrangementsmadeby the com-
mittee for carrying out thoday's amusements,wecanvery littledonbt
as to the result. We understand that Mr J. Moylan, who is the
prince of committee men, hassecuredthemost eligiblepieceof ground
inGreenIsland. This is very fortunate, for where the comfort of
some thousandsofpeopleis concerned whohavegone out with their
familiesto enjoy aholiday,a well-si<luited and comfortable paddock
is nosmall consideration. It will be seen that Messrs Dowse and
Kirkaldyhavo consented to act as referees, and wo have no doubt
butthat this step will give great satisfaction.

The Caledonian Society willhold their annual gathering-on
thoIstand 3rdof January for the 14th time. We rememberwhen
these gatherings werestarted. The attendancewas not so goodin
olden times,eveninproportion toonrpopulation,but yearby year
the gatherings have increased in popularity,untilnowthe multi-
tudes attending are so great that the fact in itself has become
oneof the great attractions, and tho vast crowds tobe seenis a
sight worth paying1 for. You aresure torealizetheold saying- of
seeing the "world and his wife!" This year wo fully expect to
see10,000peopleon the grounds. We see by advertisementthat
thelarge amountof.£450 istobegiveninprizemoney,andamongst
thesports we notice a champion belt is to becompetedfor, and
that the celebrated wrestlers,Robertson and Tyson, are amongst
those who willendeavour to carry off this prize. We have been
requestedtocallattention to the fact thatentries willclose on the
22ndDecember,atsixo'clock in the evening.

We sincerely regret that we have to chronicle the death of Mr
BenjaminBritfcon,master of the Industrial School. He was seized
"withbronchitis on the 7th of this month, and died onSaturday at
12.30. Mr.Brittonlias filled the important post of master of the
Reformatory from its foundation.

-
He waspeculiarly suited for the

office;and woare in a position to pay that he watchedover the in-
terestsofthechildrenunder hiscare withadevoleclnoss that wouldhavo
done credit toa father;in fact, wehave seen Lira surroundedby a
crowd of these poorlittle waifs, sporting with thornand entering into
their childish amusementswithall the zeal of a father. InMr Brit-
ton, wolose an industriousand able officer, a\id we feel certain that
none willbe moro fully alive to tho loss than the children of the
school. A touching tribute of respect was shown on Sunday last by
thesechildren, for, although, there aro nearly 200 of themin tho in-
stitution, apasser-by might well have imagined that the place was
deserted, so quiet were they.

Dtjbtng the holidays thereis to "benolack of amusement, and
amongst the list claiming- public attention, the Annual Regatta
willperhapshe one of themostpopular. "With mostpeoplethis is
a favoiito sport,andhere, inDunedin, with our lovely b iyshining
like'a silverlakebeneaththecity, this manlyandhealthfulexercise
is specially inviting. We see from the programme there arenine
events,and thatupwardsof .£IOO is tobe given asprizemoney.

We wouldcallattentiontoMr.Sim's swimming- classes. Mr.
Simsays thathihas been guidedby a desire toextendtheutility
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row on Provincial security,but the G-overnment wishes' to
make people believe thatithopes to carry ameasure enab-
ling Shire Councils toborrow on Shire security. Let who
willbelieve it,we refuse to do so. In our judgment the
proposition is merely an electioneering contrivance, and
cannot be meant seriously. It is inconceivable that any
menin the positiou of ministers,with the''failure of the
county of Westland before their eyes,couldseriouslymake
such a proposition. There thecounty system was tried
under the most favourable conditions, and what is the
result? Such a measure as this shadowed forth by the
Minister of Justice has not the remotest chance of ever
becoming law, or if it did would soon prove a failure.
Thereisnota tittleofevidence toshow that thepeople want
shires. But the contrary is apparent from, the fact that
in Ot.igo they neveravailed themselves of the law enabling
them to have them, and in Westland they petitioned to
have their county abolished.

they wouldreject it with prompt indignation. Let us,lie
said, show Ireland we havenothing inview huther good—
nothinghut mutual forgiveness in ourhearts. Letevery
man who feels with me,proclaim that were the alternative
offered him of the Legislative Union, or the re-enactment
of the Penal Code, he would prefer the latter as the lesser
evil. ITe would rather confide in the justice of Irish
Protestants, than layhis country at the feet of foreigners.
Ifanyman be so degradedas to consent to the extinction
of the name and libertyof Ireland,Iwould at least call on
him nottoleave to strangers, whomhe cannot control, the
direction andmanagement of his commerce"and property."

We can say that in this crisis of the Colony wearc,
andhave been actuated by similar sentiments. "Wehave
always been opposed to amultiplicity of small Provinces,
hut wehavealways been in favor of sovereigninsular Pro-
vinces. WehaveopposedAbolitionbecause itwas proposed
with a view of centralising everything in Wellington: and
notwithstanding the declarations of Ministers in reference
to thepowers tobegiven toShire Councils,thereisno doubt
whatever inour mind that abolition means nothing,and
can meannothingelse thanacrushing centralism. Whore
the legislative power is centralised, there also is inevitably
centralised the administrative power. Itis in the nature
of things that it should be so, and therefore we are not
surprised at finding from history thatit has been so. So
convinced are weof the evils inseparable from centralism,
thattopreventitso far as itisinour power todo so, wearo
prepared to putin abeyance till a more opportune time
our claim for justice in the matter of schools,in order that
we may not be a source of embarrassment to those who are
opposing abolition. We have made up our minds to
adopt,during the coming struggle, the following policy:—
Under all circumstances to opposeanabolitionist;in cases
where all the candidates are abolitionists and seculaiists,
to abstain from voting— where an abolition candidate is
opposedby a provincialist and secularist, also to abstain
from voting—

in cases where all thecandidates areinfavour
of abolition,but some of them denoininationalists, to vote
for the latter on the principle that byso acting we could
do noharm,and might effect some good.

■ Our policy is a generous, and we think a wise one.
Our agitation of the school questionnow couldbe attended
with no good result,and would be sure to do harm to
interests of the very highest importance. Thereisnothing
the two Islands shouldlabour for so earnestly as to pro-
serveeachitsautonomy, thatisits rightofself-government;
and now that the question has been raised and must besettled, ifc would bo mostunwise,and somewhat selfish to
do anything to interfere with a speedy and satisfactory
setttlement. One thiug at a time is as much as can be
done well. When this questionhas been disposed of, we
shall renewour agitation for justice in education. Mean-
time, we shall look upon the man who endeavours to raise
the No-Poperycry for anypurpose, as base, idiotic,and the
greatestenemy of the country.

IS IT POSSIBLE?
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