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NASERY.
TuE examination of the children attending St. Patrick’s Catholic
School, Naseby, took place wccording to appointment on the Gth,
7th, 8tl, and 9th December. Number in atfendance, 57; average
attendance, 50; number on voll, 70. The children were cxamined
in spelling, reading, writing, arithmetic, geography, English gram-
wmar, algebra, mensuration, Euclid, Engligh history, and Latim and
Greek reots, The manner in which they answered the several
questions put, must be o source of pride and plensure and grati-
fication to their toacher—My. Kemmay—as well ag to the judges
and visitors. The exawination was conducted by My, Kearney, in
the presence of the following gentleinen, who kindly consented to
act as judges. nnmely :—Messrs. Robinson, Delantonr, Grunmitt,
and Bailey. The examination was thorough and searching, and
the answerving fully 90 per cent. I have no hesitation in asserting
that the proficiency of the scholars ean favorably compare with
those of any primary school in New Zealund. On the 10th the
pupils were treated to huns and eake hy Father Royer; snd at
night the school-room: was filled [hy themselves, bheir pavents and
friends, who came in owdler to hear the names of the snceessiul
prize-takers, The chair was taken by 1. W, Busel, Esq., Muyor of
Naseby, who introduced the Rev. Father Royer to the nudience,
who, after reading his report on the state of the school for the kust
eleven months, and also of the satisfactory state in which it was at
present, gave a lucid exposition on edueation, which was listened to
with attention hy the audience. At itslelose o vote of thanks, pro-
posed by Mr. Brookes, snd scconded hy Mr. Dillos, was carried
with acclamation. The names of the prize-takers being read out
by the Mayor, was veceived with cheers by the youngsters, who
also gave three cheevs for Father Royer, and three for thair teacher.
Mr. Bailey propesed a vote of thanks to the tcacher—Mr, Keurney
—which was sceonded by Mz, De Lautour, who dwelt at some length
ont the pleasure which he felt ut the proficiency of the scholars, and
the ability with which the teacher mastaved the art of tenching.
He also referred, at some length, to Mr. Kearney’s ability as a
teacher, and said that he was o eredit to the distviet.  Mr. Kearnoy,
in snitable terms, returned thanks, and proposed a vote of thanks
to the judges for the manner in which they gave their decisions,
and their Impartiality in doing so. "Ihe audience was then favorad
with o naumber of recitations by the younusters—all of which were
given in a creditable manner. Young Masler Boyee espesially
distinguished himself. The sneccss of the Catholic schocl in
Naaseby is now an accomplished fact ; and to the persevering efforts
of the Rev. Father Royer is the chief credit due. The ahility of
the teacher to perform his part cannot be questioned; but if his
salary was not fortheoming, we could not cxpect him to remain.
The jubilee comnmunced here on Saturday., We have any amount
of candidates in the ficld now for Mount Ida: Tt T think I will
still yemain true 1o my olil love—My. DeLautouy.

The following is the prize list:—

Medals awarded for veligions instruction—TFirst (lass (special)
Bridget Brookes ; second do., M. J. Brookes ; third do., Sam Inder;
fomrth do., Emma Nicholns; ffth do., M. J. Bradley. English
History, 1sl Class: Ist, B. Brookes; 2nd, J. Mechan; 31';1,, .
Bleach, Lutin and Greek Roots: 13. Brookes and P. Bleach equal ;
2nd, M. J, Brookes. Ruading, 1st CUlwss: 1st, B. Brookes; 2nd, P.
Bleach ; 3rd, J. Mceehan, Reading, 2nd Class: lst, Mary Boyee ;
2nd, 8. Inder; C. Millar and P. Fennessy, equal. 'Rumiiup‘,
drd Class: E. Nicholns and Lizzie Donnelly, equal; ¥nd, H.
Gason; 3wd, Lucy Dorley. Reading, 4th Class: lst, M. Bradley
and Maggie Lenaw, cqual; 2nd, Kate Fennessy; 3ed, Annic
Brookes. Reading, 6th Class: 1st, M. Cogan: 2nd, John Tait; 3rd,
Ellen Costello. Writing, 1st Class: 1st Bridget Brookes and M. J.
Brookes,Jequal; ¥nd, J. Mechan ; 3vl. P. Bleach, Writing, 2nd
Clasg: 1sat, 8. Indor and Sarah Liawson, equal; 2nd, M:u-y-‘Boyce
and A, Stephens, equal; 3vd, P. Fenuessy and €. Millar,
Writing, 8vd Class: 1st, C. Gason; 2nd, Catherine Bovyee ; drd,
Lucy Dorley.  Spelling, 15t Class: 1st, . Bleach ; ?nd, B. Brookes s
drd. M, J. Brookes.  Spelling. 2nd Clhiss: 1st, Mavy Boyee; 21111’
8. Inder; C. Millar and P. Fennessy, cqual Spelllin'_r', 3rd Ola,ss;
1st, E. Nicholas; #nd, F. Inder; 31rd, M. (Jason. Geojwmphv 1st;
Cluss: 1st, ML J. Boooles ; 2nd, P. Bleach; 31, Brideet Bfo;kes’.
Geography, #nd Class: 1st, 8. Inder; 2nd, D. Fenneassy; 3rd, A.
Stephens. Geography, 3rd Class: William Smith and F. Inder,
cqual; 2nd, D. Mochan.  Arithmetie, 1st Class: lst, M. J. Brookes H
2nd, P.Bleuch; 3rd, B. Brookesand .J. Mechan, egual.  Avithmetic,
2ad Class: Ist, 8. Inder; 2nd,A. Jacobs; 3rd, P, Fennessy,  Arithe
metie, 3rd Class : 1st, BEuzna Nicholas: 2nd, W, Sinith, D. Mechan
and J. Brookes, equal. Mensuration, 1st Class: 1st, M. J. Broolkuos :
2nd, J. Meehau; 3rd, P. Bleach. Book.recpinu, 1st Class: 1st,
P. Bleach ; 2nd, M. J. Brookes, B. Brookes, and J. Mechan. Book’-
keeping_. 2l Class: 1st, 8, Inder. Inglish Grammar, 1s{ Clags:
1st, B. Brookes; “nd, M. J. Brookes. English Grammar, 2nd Class :
ist, 8. Inder; 2nd, M. Boyce and . Millar, eruil.  Enelish Gram-
mar, Jrd Class : ¥mma Nicholas, Frod Inder, Elizg Dbnucl]y, w.
Smith and D, Mechan, equal.  Algelwa, st Class: 1st, M. J.

Brookes; Znd, P Bleweh., Euedid, 1st Class : M. J. Brookes and P.
Jlanch, equal,

equal.

Hreerxricus.

SECRET SBOCIETINS IN RUSSIA.
T extraordinary disclogures of & thoronghly rotten st
conteined in the opening statement of 3. Ziychareff, the Tinperial
Proseeutor in the trinl of the Nihilist conspirators at St Peters
burg, arc a sugpestive ecommmentary on the system of government
pursued by the schismatic vulers of Russia, Dy overy mesns in
their power the I'surs have devoted themselves to the iask of sab-
stituting the iden of the suprewacy of the State for the idenl inenl-
cated by the Christian Chureh, and the vesult, we ae noew Lold, of
this shortsighted impisty is the weakening of respect for the State
among the masses of the Kussinn population to an extent which the
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Crown officinls are constrained to deseribe as alarming in the highest
degree. It is the old lesson, thelesson which the persecutors of the
Church will never leam., The Govermments which make war on
Chiistian liberty are inevitahly preparing by their conduct their
own destrnetion. The French Monarchy of the Gallican period
congratulated itself on the success with which it weakened the ties
hetween France and the Roman Sze, and brought the French dio-
ceses more and more under the control of the Crown. A cenbury
from Louis XIV.’s celebrated BEpiscopal Council of 1683 had hardly
elapsed when royalty fell to the ground at the hands of a people
who, from wnlearning the law of God, had come to degpise the
obligations of civil ohedience and loyalty. Tet us hear now what
the representative of the Russian Government has to say on the
condition to which morality and loyalty have been reduced in
Russia under the supremacy of the Pontiff-Casars who have con-
centrated in their own hands, as they fancied, the spiritual as well
as the temporal control and guidance of their subjects. The Iin-
perial Proseecutor, in fact, frankly admits that the enormons, the
menacing spread of the Socialist propaganda is precisely due to the
ahsence of any convietions caleulated to resist the progress of
anarchical ideas. *“T'he vapid progress of the propaganda,’” he
states, © is to be attributed on the one part to the apathy of general
gociety, which, not realising the objeet or the danger of these
criminal intrigues, opposes to them no resistance, and even favours
them by its inconsiderate sympathies; and, on the other part, to
the absolute want of moral education among the youth which
forms the grand army of the propagandists, an education whicl
e only be received in the hosom of the family.” This certainly
af the ontset gives a pretby good idea of families devoid of morality,
and thercfore incapable of teaching it to their youthful members.

M. Zycharvett proceeds to explain at length how it is that the
risiny gencrations of Russians fall sach. easy victims to the Nihilist
emisaries.  ** They have had inculeated on them neither religious
principles nov respect for the family institution, nor for property,
nor for individual rights, nor for any sacred tradition; and when
they become enrolled in the Socialist ranks the family and the
society in the midst of which they have grown up do not seekin
any manner to influence their minds in an opposite direction, or to
turn them aside from the fatal course on which they have em-
harked. They ave, on the contrary, considered to have done well,
and this is precisely the cause of the evil which is undermining
Russia.”” When the Pope says in some Encyclical or Allocution
that the want of religion and morality is the root of every evilin
the State, as well as in the domestic sphere, the journalists and
oficialg of a Russia, or a Prussia, find nothing more becoming than
to ridicule his teaching as sonile, or to denounce it as « encroach-
ing " and “ dangerous,” hosvile to “progress™ and menacing to
“liberty.” We have now from the spokesman of the Russian Go-
vernment the ample confirmation of those warnings which are
nowhere more requived and more disregarded than in that Empire,
as the Holy Father has lately zaid in his address to the Pilgrims of
Lawal, “which for eontradiction ealls itself orthodex,” while for
years it hag not swerved from the unholy, and, as is now seen,
siricidal effort to destroy the Catholie faith within the dominions
of the Teaxr.

Unenestionubly the deseription which we now possess at the
hands of the Russian Government itself of {he internal condition
of the dMuseovite Himpire must lavrgely inflnence our estimates of the
solidity and power of ewiluranee of the Russinn 8tate, When we are
told thal thirty-seven out of the forty provinees or governments
which, excluding the non Buscovite distriets, such as Poland and
Lighuania, make up the Huropean portion of the monarchy—when,
we say, we ore told that thirty-seven, or nearly all, the Museovite pro-
vinees are deeply infested by the Socinlist agitation, when it is added
that the general disposition of the people is so entirely favourable
that the authorities are powerless to eradicate the growing evil, when
sncly is the testimuny of the authorities them-elves, it i3 certainly hard
to avoidl & comparison with the civcumstances which have forerun
deatruetive revolulios in States more aneient and more civilized than
the Kmpire of the Romanoffs. The aims of the Russian revolutionists
scem to aummatize the final tendencies of cosmopelitan Communism,
The State is to be abolished ns a usnrpation of, and incompatible with,
the rights of the Cominunes. The bourgeoisic or middle-class is to
suffer the sume fute by being resolved into the *“ hierarchy of labour,”
organized on the plan of vo-operative associations. The regeneration
of Lhe masses from old * servitudes,” notably from religion, follows as
a matter of course, and what the Crown Piosecutor’s language rcﬁ
ders ns “{he ereation of u new huwman society ” is to crown the
Nibilist revolution. * In spite of the monstrousness of these theories,
the writings of. Bakounine,”—the Karl Marx of Russian Socialism—
“and the militant lnbour of lis adepts exercise an immense and
tereible influence over the minds of the Kussian youth. Moeeling
none who eould demounstrate to them the falsehood of his principles
they become enthusiasts on beba's of the doetrine of Bakounine, for
Lhis doetrine, besides responding to their own aspirations, gives them
an answer to the unquiet question < What to do? which is ever
troubling thew.” [t is *{he Russian youlth ' who are the chosen
intermedinrvies between the heads of the conspiracy and the masses of
the nation, and it appears that ne were zewlous apostles of revolution
could be selected.  Lhe revelations eontained in M. Zycharell’s nccu-
sations explain in this respect the remarkable cirecular issned some
months ago by Count Tolstoi, the Minister for Edueation and Wor-
ship, to the heads of educalional establishments tlroughout the
Ewpire. Count Toletoi warned the divectors of the public instruc-
tion thut they must be doubly vigilant in their supervision of
their pupils, and eertainly thers seem- to Lave been geod renson for
the adrice. 1l is suggestive that amid all the means of counteracting
the moral pestilence recommended by the Government the influence of
the clergy is left out of the question. The wretched Stnte-ridden
Clinrel of Russin has, by the confession of its masters, become iu-
capable of discharging even those duties of “ spiritual police foree ' to
whicl every nobler object of o priesthood was sacrificed.



