
NASEBY.
The examinationof the children attending St.Patrick's Catholic
School,Naseby, took place according to appointment onthe Gbh,
7th, Bth,and 9thDecember. Number in attendance, 57;average
attendance, 50;number on roll,70. The children wereexamined
in spelling, reading,writing, arithmetic, geography,English gram-
mar,algebra, mensuration,Euclid, English history,and Latinand
Greek roots. The manner in which they answered the several
questionsput, must be asource of pride and pleasure andgrati-
fication to their teacher

—
Mr. Kearney—

as well as to the judges
and visitors. The examination was conductedby Mr. Kearney, in
thepresence of the following gentlemen, who kindly consentedto
act as judges, namely :— Messrs. Eobinson,DeLautour, Grummitt,
and Bailey. The examination was thorough and searching, andtheanswering fully 90per cent. Ihave nohesitation inasserting
that the proficiency of the scholars can favorably compare with
those of any primary school inNew Zealand. On the 10th the
pupils were treated to buns and cake by Father Royer; and at
night the school-room was tilled|by themselves, their parentsand
Mends, who came in order to hear the names of the successful
prize-takers. The chair was takenby L.W. Busch, Esq.,Mayor of
Naseby,who introduced the Eev. Father Royer to the audience,
who,after readinghis report on the state of the school for the last
elevenmonths, and also of the satisfactory state inwhich it was at
present,gave alucid expositionon education,whichwas listenedto"with,attentionby the audience. At itsjcloscavote of thanks, pro-
posedby Mr. Brookes, oncl seconded by Mr. Dillon, was carried
withacclamation. The names of the prize-takersbeing readout
by the Mayor, was received with cheers by the youngsters,who
also gave three cheers forFather Royer,andthree for their teacher.
Mr. Baileyproposeda voteof thanks to the teacher— Mr. Kearney
—which was secondedbyMr.DeLantour, whodwelt at some length
on the pleasurewhich hefelt at theproficiency ofthe scholars, and
the ability with which the teacher mastered the artof teaching.
He also referred, at some length, to Mr. Kearney's ability as^a
teacher,and said that hewas a credit to thedistrict. Mr.Kearney,
insuitable terms, returned thanks, and proposed a vote of thanks
to the judges for the manner in which they gave theirdecisions,
and their impartiality indoing so. The audience was then favoredwith anumber of recitationsby the youngsters—all of which were
given in. a creditable manner. Young Master Boyoo especially
distinguished himself. The success of the Catholic school in
Naseby is nowan accomplished fact ,- and to the perseveringefforts
of the Rev. Father Royei- is the chief credit due. The ability of
the teacher to perform his part cannot be questioned;butif his
salary was not forthcoming, avo could not expect him toremain.The jubilee comim-ncod here on Saturday. We have any amount
of candidatesin the field now for Mount Ida;but T think 1Avill
still remaintrue tomy old love— Mr. DeLautour.

The following is the prizelist:—
Medals awarded for religiousinstruction— FirstClass (special)

Bridget Brookes;second do.,M. J.Brookes;thirddo., Sam lnder;
fourth do., Emma Nicholas; fifth do., M. J. Bradley. English
History, Ist Class: Ist, B. Brookes; 2nd, J. Mcehan; 3rd, P.
Bleach. Latinand GreekRoots:B.Brookes andP. Bleach equal;2nd, M. J. Brookes. Reading, IstClass :]st, B. Brookes;2nd, P.
Bleach;3rd,J. Meehan. Reading, 2nd Class :Ist,Mary Boyce;2nd, S. lnder; C. Millar and "P. Fenuessy, equal. Reading
.'3rd Class: E. Nicholas and Lizzie Donnelly, equal; 2nd, H.Gason;3rd, Lucy Dorley. Reading, 4th Class:Ist, M.Bradleyand Maggie Lenam, equal; 2nd, Kate Fennessy; 3rd, Annie
Brookes. Reading,sthClass :Ist,M.Cogan;2nd,JohnTait;3rd,
Ellen Costello. Writing, Ist Class:IstBridget Brookesand M.J.Brookes,"'equal; 2nd,J. Median;3rd. P. Bleach. Writing, 2nd
Class:Ist, S. lnder and Sarah Lav/son, equal;2nd, Mary~Boyceand A. Stephens, equal; 3rd, P. Fennessy and C. Millar, equalWriting, 3rd Class: Ist, C. Gason; 2nd, Catherine Boyce; 3rd,Lucy Dorley. Spelling, IstClass: Ist,P.Bleach;2nd.B."Brookes;3rd. M. J. Brookes. Spelling, 2nd Cliss: Ist, Mary Boyce; 2nd!H. Tnder; C.Millar and P. Fennessy, equal. Spellm-, 3rdClass ':Ist,E.Nicholas; 2nd,F. lnder; 3rd, H. G.ison. Geography IstClass:Ist, M.J. Boookes;2nd, P. Bleach;3rd, Bridget Brookes'.Geography, 2ndClass :Ist, S. lnder;2nd, P. Fennessy;3r>l, AStephens. Geography, 3rd Class: William Smith and F. Indorj
equal;2nd,T).Median. Arithmetic, IstClass : Ist,M.J.Brookes;2nd, P.Bleach; 3rd, B.Brookesand.J.Meehan,equal. Arithmetic',
2ndClass:Ist,S. lnder;2nd,'A.Jacobs;3rd,P.Fennessy. Arith-metic, 3rdClass :Ist,EmmaNicholas;2nd, W. Smith, D. MeehanandJ.Brookes,equal. Mensuration, Ist Class:Ist,M. J. Brookes"
2nd, J. Meehan; 3rd, P. Bleach. Book-keeping,Ist Class- Ist'P. Blench;2nd,M. J. Brookes, B. Brookes,and J.Meehan. Book-keeping, 2ndClass:Ist, S. Tnder. English Grammar, IstClass-Ist,B.Brookes; 2nd, M.J.Brookes. English Grammar,2nd Class :Ist, S. lnder;2nd,M.Boyce and C.Millar, equal. English Gram-mar, 3rd Class :Emma Nicholas, Fred Tnder, Eliza Donnelly, W.Smith and D. Meehan, equal. Algebra, Ist Class: Ist, M j'
Brookes; 2nd, P. Bleach. Euclid, Ist Class:M..1. Brookesand P.Bleach, equal.

Htbkrnicus.

Crownofficials areconstrainedtodescribeas alarming-inthehighest
degree. Itis theold lesson,thelesson whichthepersecutorsof the
Church will neverlearn. The Governments which make war on
Chi istian liberty are inevitably preparing* by their conducttheir
own destruction. The French Monarchy of the Gallican period
congratulateditself on the success withwhichit weakenedthe ties
betweenFrance and the Roman See, and brought theFrenchdio-
cesesmoreand moreunder the control of the Crown. A century
from Louis XlV.'s celebratedEpiscopalCouncil of IGBS hadhardly
elapsedwhenroyalty fell to the ground at the hands of a people
who, fromunlearning the law of God, had come to despise the
obligations of civil obedience and loyalty. Letus hear now what
the representativeof theRussian Government has to say on the
condition to which morality and loyalty have been reduced in
Russia under thesupremacy of the Pontiff-Caesars who have con-
centratedin their ownhands, as they fancied, thespiritualas well
as the temporalcontrol and guidance of their subjects. Tho Im-
perialProsecutor,in fact, frankly admits that the enormous, the
menacing spreadof theSocialistpropagandaispxecisely due to the
absence of any convictions calculated to resist the progress of
anarchical ideas. "The rapid progress of the propaganda," he
states," is tobeattributedon the onepart totheapathyofgeneral
society, which, not realising the object or the dmger of these
criminal intrigues, opposes to themno resistance, andevenfavours
themby its inconsiderate sympathies; and, on the otherpart, to
the absolute want of moral education among the youth which
forma the grand army of the propagandists,an education which
einonly bereceivedin the bosom of the family." Thiscertainly
at the outset gives aprettyg-ood ideaof familiesdevoidofmorality,
and therefore incapableof teachingit to their youthful members.

M.Zycharoffproceedstoexplain at length how it is that the
rising generationsof Russians fall sucheasy victims to the Nihilist
emis-iries.

"They have hadinculcated on them neither religious
principlesnor respect for the family institution, nor for property,
nor for individual rights,nor for any sacred tradition; and when
they become enrolled in the Socialist ranks the family and the
society in the midst of which they have grown up do not seekin

! anymanner to influence their minds in an oppositedirection, or to
turn them aside from the fatal course on which they have em-
barked. They are,on the contrary, considered to havedone well,
and this is precisely the cause of the evil which is undermining
Russia/ When the Pope says in some Encyclical or Allocution
that the wantof religion andmorality is the root of every evil in
tho State, as well as in the domestic sphere, the journalists and
officialsof a Russia, or aPrussia, findnothingmorebecoming than
toridicule his teachingas senile, or to denounce it as"encroach-
ing

"
and "dangerous," hostile to "progress" and menacing to" liberty." We havenow from the spokesman of theRussian Go-

vernment the ample confirmation of those warnings Avhich are
nowheremore requiredandmore disregarded thaninthat Empire,
as theHolyFather has latelysaid inhis address tothePilgrims of
Laval," which for contradiction calls itself orthodox," while for
yearsit has not swerved from the unholy, and, as is now seen,
suicidal effort to destroy the Catholic faith within the dominions
of theTsar.

Unquestionably the description which we now possess at the
handsofthe Russian Government itself of the internal condition
oftho MuscoviteEmpire must largely influence our estimates of the
solidity and power of endurance oL" the Russian State. When we are
told thai thirty-seven out of tho forty provinces or governments
which, excluding the nonMuscovite districts, such as Poland and
Lithuania,make up the European portion of the monarchy— when,
we bay,we are told that thirty-seven, or nearly all,the Muscovite pro-
Tinces arc deeply infested by the Socialist agitation, when itis added
that the general disposition of the people is so entirely favourable
that the authorities arepowerless to eradicate the growing evil, when
such ib the testimony of the authorities them-elves, it is certainly hard
to avoid a comparison with the circumstances which have forerun
destructive revoluiio-i inStates more ancient and more civilized than
theEmpire of the Romanoffs. The aims of theRussianrevolutionists
seem to summarize the final tendencies of cosmopolitan Communism.
The State is to be abolishedasausurpationof, andincompatible with,
the rights of the Communes. The bourgeoisie or middle-class is to
suffer the snine fateby being resolvedinto the "

hierarchy of labour,"
organized on theplan of co-operative associations. The regeneration
of the masses from old

"servitudes," notably from religion, follows as
amatterof course, and what the Crown Piosecutor's language l'Cjt
clerd as

"
the creation ol' ti new human society

"
is to crown tue

Nihilist revolution. "Inspire of themoustrousness of these theories,
the writings oilJiakouninc,"— the Kirl Marx of Russian Socialism—"and the militant labour of his adepts exercise an immense and
terrible influence over the minds of the Russian youth. Meeting
none who could demonstrate to them the falsehood of his principles
they become enthusiasts onbeha'f of the doctrine of Bakounine, for
tins doctrine, besides responding to their own aspirations,gives them
sin answer to the unquiet question 'What to do?' which is ever
troubling them." Itis "the Russian youth" who are the chosen
intermediaries between theheads of the conspiracy and themasses of
thenation, anditappears that no more zealous apostles of revolution
couldbe selected. The revelationscontained in M. Zychareff's accu-
sations explainin this respect the remarkable circular issued some
months ago by Count Tolstoi, the Minister for Education and Wor-
ship, to the heads of educational establishments throughout the
Empire. Count Toktoi warned the directors of the public instruc-
tion that, they imibt be doubly vigilant in their supervision of
their pupils, andcertainly there seem-> to have been goodreason for
tho advice. It. is suggestive that amid all themeans of counteracting
the moral pestilencerecommended by the Government the influence of
the clergy is left oxit of the question. The wretched State-ridden
Church ofRussia has, by the confession of its masters, become in-
capable of dischargingoven those duties of " spiritualpolice force

"
to

which every nobler object of a prieathoodwas sacrificed.

SECRET SOCIETIES IN RUSSIA
Tm« extraordinarydisclosuresof a thoroughlyrottenstateof societycontainedin the opening- statementof M. Zychareff, the ImperialProsecutor in the trial of the Nihilist conspirators at St. Peters-burg,areasuggestive commentary on the system of governmentpursuedby the schismatic rulers of Russh." J>y ovory momis intheirpower the Tsars have devoted themselves to the ta.-jk of sub-stituting theidea of the supremacy of the State for the ideal incul-catedby the Christian Church, and the result, we are now told ofthisshortsightedimpiety is the weakening of respect for the iiixtoamongthe massesof the.Russianpopulationtoan extent which the
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