
GENERAL NEWS.<-+
The new CatholicChapelatPicton was openedon Sunday last,

whenbishopRedwood officiated, and a large number of personsworepresent fromBlenheimand the neighborhood. Anticipatingthe event, the 'Marlboroug-hExpress' had the following remarks,
to which we areglad togive still wider publicity :— " Father Pez-
anthas laboredhardandsuccessfully toprovidea suitable place of
worship torthepeople towhom he ministers,and on Sunday nextwhenthebuilding is formally opened he will be gratified to find
that his labors have not been unrecognised,and thatmany who
do not protessthe same creed, are willing witnesses ofhis effortstoadvance the causeofreligion. Bishop Redwordhas obtainedanenviablename in "Wellington as an eloquentpreacher,as a liberal-
minded expounder of religion, and as one who, while naturallybelieving that the churchof whichhe is soworthy amemberis thebest for all to profess, desires to be in comnmnication with allclasses, irrespectiveof creed. Hehasno tinge of bigotry, andhisdesire is to work amicably with all, and by precept and example
shows that a man may be a,high dignitary in thechurch herepre-sents, andat the same time be sufficiently liberal-mindedtohold
those professing a different creed in thorough esteem. He willpreach the opening sermon on Sunday, and his reputation,irres-pective ot any other cause, is sufficient toensurealarge congrega-tion,but to make the service as completeaspossible,severalof themembers of the BlenheimPhilharmonic Society will take part intlie singing.

The 'Avoea Mail' reports that a curious incidentoccurred atthe Liamplough rush notmany dayspast. One of the partieshadjust washed off a machinefulof dirt, which yielded 3.\0z., and thegoid was safelydepositedin a small box by one of the"mates, whothenpUeediton the tablein his tent. Having occasion to leavethe tent for about a minute,he was surprised on retm-nino- to findthat the box and gold hud disappeared. The missing box wasfoundat last inthe dog's kennel amongst a lot of oldbones. Asimilar circumstance happenedtoa lucky miner in the palmy days°1 210210 ?mtJUsh'whena floS talkedoff with arollof bank notesof the valueof £uo, andaddedthem toa. collectionof light articlesot clothing which he hadpurloinedfromhismaster's and neighbor-
ingtents. °

The 'Kynoton Observer' reports that tlxe sheep at an out-station on Goongarrybeing- found in a. scattered state, search was
mode tor theshepherd, andhisbody was foundhangm<>- by the le<>-
ui the fork of a sapling. He had, for some purpose,climbedthetiee, but losinghis hold,had fallen, with one knee catching in aforked branch Near the tree lay his watchand clasp-knife,andliehad evidently been endeavoringtocut away the branch inorderto extricate himself. Failing in this, he hadendeavoredto <>-ive
S^???rt1° fc!10 othor lo§'by ifc to the sapling withhis shirt.
All his efforts wereuseless, and hemust havedied a lino-erino- anddreadfuldeath in his solitude. When found, his head wasnearlytouching theground, andone hand,evidently in the death a«'onyhadclutcheda tuftof grass.

"
The 'SpringfieldRepublican' latelyamuseditselfby giving anextract trom the Hartford< Churchman' on the subject of religiousschools as opposedto the public schools,in which,by the substitu-tion ot the word "

Catholic" for the phrases used by the Episco-palianpaper,itbecameevidentthat the objections felt by religiouspeople against the public schools are by no means confined toCatholics. The « Churchman' implied very plainly that under thesystem pursuedinthoseschoolsboys grow up"dishonest,untruth-tul and vicious," and consequently called upon all ri"ht-iuindcdparentsto consigntheir children to church schools,if they wouldhave them "
trained in the direction of purity, manliness, hi<>-h-nundedhonor and sincere piety." If the Hartford journal luufasquick a tense of humor as its Springfield contemporary, it, toowouldhave■ seen with how dangerous a we.iponit wasplaying if itdidnot wish toput it to its proper use. Thatit had nointentionot doingthat becomesevidentfromits latestissue, whereinita<niinappears mitsnatural andbecomingattitude concerning the designs

of Rome upon the public schools. The establishmentof denomi-national schools, to be paid for by a pro-mla division of publictuncls, it declares to be "
simply intolerable,withoutany pretextofjustice or right," and"utterly repugnant to the whole systemofAmerican government." Yetit is onrecord as sayingthatin thoseschools, whichmits judgment fairly interpret that principle,boys

fjrovr up to be "dishonest,untruthful, and vicious/and teachesthat there is no refuge from the corruption engendered by themImt the sale shelter of an educationimpartedby religious teachers.According to the Sydney 'Evening News' MadameKistori's en-
gagements with the members of her company terminate ear'y in.December next,and itis probable that several of them will accept en-gagements uponthe colonialstage. Signori Majcroniand Alectti are,we believe, "ngaged to Mr.Bennett, of the VictoriaTheatre, andarcatuclymg the English language with a view to appear inSbakspearian
characters m the r original tongue._ The Order of Trappists is the severestintheChurch. Perpetual.silence isone of their vows, anddispensationis given to speakonlywhennecessity demandsit, or to those few of the brotherswho fillr»ftices m the monastery which demand occasional conversation.J. hey arenot allowedmeat, eggs, butter, cheese,fish, or oil. Theysleeponnarrowbeds ofstraw,raised a, fewinches from the oTOund1hey dig and refill anddig againandrefill from timeto time theirmvn graves as a reminder of their mortality. They rise hoursI.elore dawn,and after prayer and meditation,betake themselvesto their respective employments. Among them are blacksmiths,shoemakers, tailors,carpenters,farmers,dairymen,andmillwrightsIn1864,before the appearanceof theEncyclical,M.Deschaurpsaddressed a letter to the Pope in connection with his friendsMontalembert, D« Falloux,Albert de Broglie,Cochin, andothers'Init headvocatedas strongly aspossiblethe policyof silence. HeMayperhapsbe clearedof the chargeof Gallicanism,buthe wasan
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Inopportunist. Heattributes his change of opiniontothe goodness
of God, andacknowledgesin the wannest terms the wisdomof thePope. "NowIcan see my error. lamsureof my faith,but lamless sure of my opinions. My opinionsIlovedearly;they aremysisters— but my faithIlove much more;it is mymother." Theuniversalityof the lastCouncil,its entire freedomanditsunanimousresult shook him forcibly. Its decision made a vast impression onhim, and convinced that this decision was tlie direct effort of
heavenly inspiration,he bowedhis head and believed. Whatever
doubtshehad felt weresoon dispersedby a careful readingof t'<eHistory of the Councils of theChurch, from the daysof the Apostlesto our own. This study scatteredeverymisgiving, as it must dointhe minds of all who doubtbuthave the courage to followM.Dcschanips' example andponder the mighty folios"of that history
which proves how jealously the Church guards her flocks fromheresy, evenat the risk of rending from her sway wholenationsandpeoples.

The financialreportof theNew Yorkagency for the Society ofthe Holy Childhood,shows a fallingoff of nearly a thousanddollarsin the receipts as compared with those of last year. The timeshavebeendull, it is true,and thepennies of the poor, -which form
the main sourceof the income of this society and that of the Pro-pagation of the Faith,have been more hardly earned, and morehardly parted with than usual. Yet the needs of tlxe foreignmissionshaveneverbeenmore pressing than sinceFrance, so lon»-the generousalmoner of Christendom, lias been in toogreatstraitstodo all thathashithertoheenherwont.

&

When Mr. Gladstone charged the Popewith having-practised
"one of the blackest frauds known in history" irpon theBritishCrown, the London 'Spectator'openedits columns toa contributorwho showed,by referring to theParliamentaryBlue-booksof thetime to which allusion was made, that the ex-premier had eitherforgotten or else never knew the subject of which he made soflippant and unjust a use. His morerecent panic concerning theCatholic law of marriage anditspossible effects onBritishsubjectshashad the result of bringing into prominence anotherof thoseawkward facts which Mr.Gladstone lias somehow omitted tosee,althoughthey fairly stared himin the face. He was so engrossedm the misrepresented case of "X,a male British subject," whomarried V,also a British subject,according toProtestantformsbutina Catholic country, that theaffair of the Dulceof Sussex,uncleto the Queenof England, who was married to LadyMurray,by aProtestantchaplainin the house of aBritishofficial atHome,quite
slippedhis memory. The English law which enacts thatno mem-ber of the royal family can be married without the previously
obtainedsanction of thehead of hishouse,has nooperationoutsideof the British Empire, and so far as that law was concerned the
marriage was valid. But when the duke's sou by this marriage
claimedhis inheritance after his father's death, it wasdisputedonthe ground that the marriage had not been validly performed.Several Catholic theologians wereexamined, and it was chiefly ontheir evidence that the marriage was set aside. Itwas invalid inSome, and hence invalid in England. So decided the courts ofProtestantEngland, in face of the fact that both parties to the
marriage wereProtestantsand the ceremonyperformedbya clergy-man of their own faith. But"X,amale British subject" was a
more convenientscarecrow thanthe lateDuke of Sussex, and morelikely to "fire the popular heart,"and Mr. Gladstone's freak of
forgetfulnessmust be excusedhim. He luus not beena <-' Christian
statesman

"
for nothing.

The famous ruins of the Isle of lona, Scotland, are bein°- verycarefully restoredby theowner,the Duke of Argylo. The remainsof Catholic times are exceedingly remarkable and consist of acathedralanda famous monastery, built in the year735, in honorof St. Columbian. The Isles oflona, Staffa and*Mullareamongst
the greatestcuriosities of the workl,aud have beenheld sacred forthousands of years, for longbeforethe Christiansheldpossessionofthem the Druids solemnly worshipped their godsbefore the stonealtars whichstillexistmingled with the remains of tlie tombs ofIrish, Scottish andNorwegiankings. The Isle of Staifa containsthe celebratedFmgul Cave andis also covered withruins of sacrededifices. The undertakingof the Duke of Ar^-yle is of groatvalue
to archaeology, for the monasteriesof lona andits adjacent islands
have occupied a very interesting and important portion in thehistory of the Church. The accumulation of dirt, stones andrub-bish whichhas beengathering in thenaveof the oldcathedralforcenturies, has beenswept away and the line vistais now clear towhere the altar oncestood. The cloisters,although muchruinedhave beenswept clean and agreat number of tombs havebeen laidbare. The workmenhave alsodug up atCoilloaclior the Cave ofthe Nun, the original designs of a number of the crosses whichstood m the venerable cemetery. The designs, roughly executedwitha sharpinstrumentonslate,contain thedates of the tombs andthe namesof smnoof their occupants.—' CatholicEeviev.'A few days since an assembly of Catholic deputies from variousdistricts ot Poland, was held at Pimitz. They discussed the condi-
tion oe the church, and made earnest, prote-ts against the fierce per-secution still so relentlessly carried on against their bishops, their
priests, and themselves. One of the speakers made a most stirringappeal to his fellow-countrymen,and urged them to aid tlio Catholicbodies in their efforts to procure for their country the religious free-dom of winchthey hadbeen so mercilessly robbed. In tbe courseofhis addresshe alludedto whatO'Connellhad achieved for Ireland by
hispeaceful and persevering1 efforts. He asked the Poks were they
content to remain inactive under the weight of the wrongs that were
so grievously crushing them; and brlioving that, they were not, hecounselled them to profip by the example of O'Connell— to unitetogether ina great effort for therepealof the iniquitous laws of May,andsecure for their church and theirpastors that libertyof life andofaction of winch they had been so cruellyplundered. There is everysymptom that the movement will be vigorouslyadoptedand followed
out*

9


