
At a meeting of the Councilof the AcclimatisationSociety,
heldonTuesday afternoon,areportwasreceivedfromthemanager,
showing thenumber of trout which had been distributedduring"
the seasonup to the present time. The total was 9750 fishand
7800 eggs, sent to various localities within and beyond thePro-
vince. A well-executedphotographbyMessrs.Burton Bros, of the
salmontrout recently caughtin the harbor was laidon the table,
together withareportby Professor Coughtrey of thecontentsof
thefish's stomach. The followingresolutionwas passed:

— "That
an effortbe made toprocure, from America, the eggs of theEast
Coast salmon andof some of the most valuable of the American
Lake fish, and withthatobject the sum of £100 bo forwardedto
theUnitedStates' Commissionersof Fisheries witharequestthat
he would forwardaconsignment of its eggs to the Society. The
chairmanwas requestedto write to the Salmon Commissionersof
Tasmaniawitha view to ascertaining what facilities the Society
wouldobtainduring theensuing winter for obtainingsalmontrout
eggs,and at the same time for searching theBranchesof theDer-
went forthe eggsof thesalmon. Itwas also resolved thiitaletter
shouldbe addressedtohis Honor the Superintendent, requesting
him toreservefrom saleas many road lines aspossiblewhichrun
alongthebanks of thestreams into whichfishhave beenturned.

At the HarborBoard's fortnightly meeting, heldon Tuesday,
the Engineer reported that the work of deepeningand widening-
thp channeloff Rattraystreet wharf is gradually deepening,and
thatin thecourseof thepresentmonthat least500ftof additional
berfchage, affordingadepth of 9ftat low water,will be available
alongside the new wharf;thatseveralcontracts hadbeenprepared
for approval,comprisingwharf extension, removalof training Avail,
additionalpuntsandconditionsuponwhichtenderswillbe received,
for ironhull for dredgeNew Era, and that the plates for the new
dredge arrivedper Zelandia,and that the work of preparing them,
for use in the hull was being proceeded with. The Inspector
reportedthat during November the two dredges had lifted9877
cubic yards of stuff at a totalcost of .£582, which, was much above
the average caused by repairs, etc. The Secretary furnished a
returnshowing the work doneby the dredges duringthepast five
months. InJuly 965G cubic yards weredredgedat acost of £o2I ;
inAugust, G766 yards atacost of .£435 ;in September, 7531yards
ata cost of .£so4< ;inOctober (five weeks), 9577 yards atacost of
.£531 ,- and in November, 9577 yardsat a cost of .£582. Total,
=82575. OnMr.Tewsley's motion, itwas decidedtolevy wharfage
ratedunder the Board's Act of last session in place of the dues
imposedunder the Superintendent's delegatedpowers.

During the past week, the revenue officers of Dunedinhave
beendoing a largebusiness. At last there seems to be a proba-
bility of putting a stop to sly grog selling. Itis anotoriousfact,
thatfrom thebeginning, Dunedinhas,in onewayor another, boon
the special patron of this trade, and in spite of the strenuous
effortsof itspolicetoconfine theselling of drink within the limits
of the law, somany obstacleshave atall times beenraisedup, that
it hashithertobeen impossible to do so. Abatch of convictions
may tella tale.

Opposition is the life of trade. So say theX. Y. Z.Company,
wlio,having recently comeover from Tasmania,have startedbusi-

ness as butchers, and are advertisingatprices calculatedto cause
a panic among the Dunedin butchers. Rumour says that the
trade generally are determined to take astandagainst thesenewinvaders, and combine, with a view of driving them back to the
island from whence they came. Of course all this meanscheap
meat

—
at anyrateforaseason. 'Tisanillwind thatblowsnobody

any good.
Another deputationhave waitedupon his Honor the Superin-

dent, andpresentedapetition signed by 219 householdersout of 269
hi the district, asking that South Duuedin might be proclaimed a
municipality with as little delay as possible, and in. accordance with
the terms of thepetitionlodgedandgazetted somemonths ago. Mr.
JMaloney, whowas one of the deputation,explained that only fifteen
househoidoishad actually refused to sign thepetition.

—
HisHonor

said thatas there wasnow evidently a large majorityin favor of the
municipality beinggranted, there wasnodoubt that the wishes of the
petitioners would be acceded to. The matter had prove.] to bea
troublesome affair, andhe was very gladthey had got to theendof it.
Inconsequence of the counter-petitions which ha,d been presented,
Mr. Sessionshad to be appointed to visit the householdersfor the
purpose of ascertainingthe real facts of the case.

—
Mr.Maloney said

that originallyalmost all theresidents were infavor of amunicipality,
but the trouble was producedby peopleoutsidewhomeddledwith the
affairs of the district. He said that he now regretted that anything
hadbeensaid at themeeting atForbury to hurthisHonor's feelings.—

His Houor said that he did not think that there hadexistedany
occasionfor the strong language useAat that meeting. He would
lay the matter before the Executive, and if they approvedof it, the
municipality Avouldbe at onceproclaimed.

We are glad to rce that some of the shanties whichdisgraced for
so long aperiod the entrance toour city arebeingremoved. Werefer
tothe wretched looking places oi" residence that existed this side oi:
Pclichct Bay Station, and which couldnot fail to give visitors a very
bad impressionof Dunedin upontheir firstarrival. Stilla largenum-
berremain, and the sooner they, too, are removed tomake war for
buildings of a more respectable and pretentiouscharacter the better.
We trust someday to see the site of these wretched-lookinghovels
occupied bystately warehousesand stores.

Tiie agent of limadi Murska, the songstress, wasa passenger by
the s.s.Hero. The greatsinger is expectedto arrive inNew Zealand
earlyinJanuary. Amusical treatof a high order may thereforebe
lookedforward to by the people of Dunedin.

Thk .Provinceof Canterbury, up to the present time,shows by
far the greatest amount of political activity in preparation for the
coming generalelection. It ismore thanprobable that cvety seat in
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Itwas theintention of His Lordship the Bishop to haredis-

continued thecollectioninconnection with the ChristianBrothers
Funduntil after the holidays,but it was foundthat largenumbers
of subscriberscameonlast Sundaypreparedtopaythe first instal-
ment of amounts promised,and the collectors find that todiscon-
tinuethe listwouldproveaninconvenience"tosubscribers,therefore,
HisLordshiphas decided that the gentlemen whohave been kind
enough toact as collectors willcontinue toattend,for thepurpose
of receiving money onbehalf of this fund. Our readers will be
pleasedto learn thatarrangementshavebeenmadefor commencing
the Christian Brothers' School, and we may expect to see these
buildings completedduring the forthcoming holidays.

The Lynch family have been doing their best to draw the
patronagecf the Dunedinpublic during thepast weekby discoursing
some of the sweetestmusic. The great noveltyof music producedby
bell-ringingis a featurein their enterLaimnent thatshould establish a
desire withall Avho areadmirersof music to see andhear them. Itis
not every day that onehas an opportunity of seeing such wonderful
featsof peculiar dexterity that are displayed in the manipulationof
these hand-bells;and, independent of the beautiful and familiar
niusic to which wehave been treated, it is worth allthemoney to see
theperformers working at the bells. Although we are of opinion
that the comic clement of the performance is somewhat at variance
with thehigh-class character of the first partof theprogramme, there
"can be do doubt as to the appreciation of the audience. Each even-
ing this partof the programme elicits loudapplause,and the common
Terdictofallwho witness tne comic businessofMr.Koelyis summed

in the phrasepeculiar to the colonies
—

immense. We see by an
advertisement, which will be found in another column, ll'at Mr.
Lynchhas madearrangementsto visit the goldfields,and we arc in a
position to promise oar readersin those districts a genuine treat-.

AtMr.Reynolds'meetingconsiderableamusement was caused
by a question being put asking, first: If Mr. Reynolds could
inform the meeting as to what was theannual appropriationfor
the New ZealandUniversity? The answer was, ,£3OOO. "Where-
upon enquiry was made, Where is this University to be found?
Here the questionerputon a look, whichplainlysaid,Ihave you
now!— whilst poor Reynolds lookedsheepish for awhile, andthen
replied,That he could not give the locality of the institution, or
say whether it was really in existence or not, although he was
awarethat £3000 was the annualappropriation.

Tub fifthannual meetingof theHibernian AustralasianCatholic
Benefit Society is appointed to take place in Melbourneon the third
Wednesday ofFebruary,1876. Business of more than usual itnpor-

.tanca to theNew ZealandBranches is to be brought forward, thepro-
position toabolishDistrictBoardsbeing themost important. There
is no doubtthat (.lie present system is unnecessarily expensive,and
perhaps the Society would be better without them, but it will be
necessary for thebranches inNew Zealand to express an opinion on
the subject. We believe thereis a generaldesire tohave thebrunches
"consolidatedunder one governing power, and it is stated that the
Society couldbe governed by the Executive directory at one-half the
expencewhich it takes at present under the'DistrictBoard system.
However,if the Society is fully representedat the next annual meet-
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ceeds of their Crown lands? What is the word of such
politicians worth ? What security can an Act of Parliament
give, which is at the mercy of such men? None whatever.
The people who, in less thun sixmonths, have changed from
rabid Provincial]sts to determined opponentsof Provincialism,
arenot to be trussed. An Act of Parliament passedby such
men is not worth thes paper on which it is printed— the
-security it affords as to the destinationof the monies accruing
from public lands is futile. It is the interest of the people
-of Wellington, of all the Provinces inthe North Island, and
Nelson, Marlborotigh, and Westland, to repeal this clause
which purports to secure the land funds of Otago and Can-
terbury, and nothing is more certain than that they will

vultimately do whatis for their interest.
Canterbury and Otago may regard themselves, therefore,

for thepresentat least
—

no one cau guess what the remote
future maybring— as specially set apart for the purpose" of
producing revenue to provide the other Provinces with the
means of paying their debts and building their railways.
Their land fund, which by solemn compact,is rightfully theirs
alone, will be madecommonproperty immediately, and their
surplus customs revenue will be sent to Wellington never to
return eveninpart.

All this may be eminently wiseand jusfc. This is not the
"question we are now discussing. Bus we place these things
before the electors for their consideration. What we have
statedare facts andprobable eventualities. If the people are
■content to have abolition pure and simple—

if they are pre-
pared to chance the future

—
if theypreferto begoverned from

the North Island, rather than by themselves in their own
Provinces, wellandgood;there isnothing more to be said
"on the subject.

But if not, they hadbetterbe up and doing, there is no
time to be lost,and they should reject during the elections
now near at hand, all candidates who voted for the Abolition
Dill,and all who are in favour of it.

ing thereisno doubt a system of government will be devisedthafc
willbe acceptable toallthebranches.
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