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ceeds of their Crown lands? What is the word of such
politicians worth ?  What security can an Act of Parliament
give, which is at the mercy of such men? None whatever.
The people who, in less thun six months, have changed from
rabid Provincialists to determined opponents of Provincialism,
are nob to be trusted,  An Act of Parliament passed by such
anen is not worth the paper on which it is printed—the
‘security it affords as to the destinaiion of the monies accruing
from public lands is futile. It is the interest of the people
-of Wellington, of all the Provinces in the North Island, and
Nelson, Marlborough, and Westland, to repeal this clause
which purports to secure the Jand funds of Otago and Can-
terbary, and wothing is more certain than that they will
“ultimately do what is for their intecest.

Canterbury and Otago may regard themselves, therefore,
for the present at least—mo one cau guess what the remote
future may bring—as specially set apart for the purpose of
producing revenue to provide the other Provinces with the
weans of puying their debts and building their railways.
Their land fund, which by solemn compaet, is rightfully theirs
alone, will be made common property limmediately, and their
surplns custows revenue will be seut to Wellington never to
return even in part.

All this may be eminently wise and just.  This is not the
«question we are now discussing. Bus we place these things
before the electors for their consideration. Wlhat we have
stated orve facts and probable eventualities. 1If the people are
«ontent to have abelition pure and simple—if they ave pre-
pared to chunce the future—if they prefer to be governed from
the North Island, vather than by themselves in their own
Provinees, well and good ; there is nothing more to be said
on the subject. '

But if not, they had beiter be up and doing, there is no
time to be lust, and they should roject during the olections
now near at hand, all candidates who voted for the Abelition
Bill, and all who are in favouwr of it.

NEWS OF THI WEEK.
—

Ir was the intenlion of Hisz Lordship the Bishop {o havoe dis-
continued the collection in conncetion with the Christian Brothers
Tund until after the holidays, but it was formd that large numbers
of subseribers came on last Sunday propared to pay the irst instal-
ment of amounts promised, and the collectors find that to disgon-
finne the Het would prove an ineonvenience to subseribers, therefora,
is Lordship has decided that the gentlemen who have heen kind
enough to act as collectors will continue to attend, for the purpose
of receiving money on hehalf of this fund. Our readers will he
pleased 1o learn thabairengementshave been made for commencing
the Christian Brothers’ School, and we may expect to see these
bhrildings completed during the fortheoming holidays.

Tne Igyach family have been doing their best to draw the
patronage cf the Dunedin publie during the past week by discoursing
some of the sweelest music. The great novelty of music produced by
bell-ringing is a featnve in their enterlainment that should establish a
desire with all who are admrers of music te see and hear them. It is
not every day that one has an opporlunity of seeing such wonderful
feats of poculiar dexlerity that arc displayed in the manipulation of
these hand-bells; and, independent of the beautiful amd familiar
mustc {0 which we have been treated, it is worth all the money Lo see
ihe performers working at the bells. Although we ure of opinion
that the comic clemens of the performance is somewbet at varisnce
with the high-cluss character of the flest parh of the programme, there
.con be do doubl as to the apprecintion of the audience. Iach even-
ing this part of the programme clicits loud applause, and the common
verdiet of all who witness the comic business of Mr. Keely is summeod

~ap in the phroase peeuliar to the colonics—immense. 'We soe by on
advertisement, whick will be lound in enother colomn, Llat Alv,
Tiynch has made arvangements Lo visit the goldfields, and we are in g
position to promise our readers in those districts o genuine treat.

Am dir. Reynolds’ meeting considerable mmusenent was cansed
Iy & guestion being put asking, first: If Mr. Reynolds could
inform the meetihg as to what was the annnal appropriation for
the New Zealand University? The answer was, £3000. ‘Where-
upon enguiry was made, Where ig this University to e found?
Here the guestioner put on a look, whick plainly said, I have you
now!—whilst poor Reynolds looked sheepish for o while, and then
replied, That ke could not give the lecality of the instibution, o
say whether it wos really in existence or not, althongh he was
aware that £3000 was the annual approprintion.

Trr fifth aunual meeling of the Hibernian Ausiralasinn Calbolic
Benefit. Bociely is appointed io take place in Melbonrne on the third
"‘Wednesdoy of Febinory, 1876, Business of more than usual impor-
Lanee o the Now Zealund Brauches is to be brought forward, the pro-
position to sbolish District Boards being the most important.  There
is no doubt that the present systom is unnccessarily expensive, and
perhaps the Sociely would be betier without thew, but it will be

necessary for the branches in New Zealand Lo express an opinion on
the subject. We believe there is a gencral desire Lo have the branches
consoliduted under one governing power, and it is slaled that the
Society could be governcd by the Executive direclory at enc-lalf the
expence which it tokes at present wnder the District Board system,
Ifgwerer, if the Socicly is Fully represented ab the next wnmanl moeet-

ing there is no doubt a system of government will be devised that
will be acceptable to all the hranches.

Ar a meeting of the Council of the Acclimatisation Society,
held on Tuesday aflernoon, a report was received from the manager,
showing the number of trout which had heen distributed during
the season up to the present time. The total was 9750 fish and
7800 eggs, sent to various loealities within and beyond the Pro-
vinee. A well-executed photograph by Messrs. Burton Bros, of the
salnon trout recently canght in the bharbor was leid on the table,
together with a report by Professor Coughtrey of the contents of
the fish’s stomach. The following resolution was passed :-—* That
an effort be made to procure, from America, the eggs of the East
Coast salmon and of soire of the most valuable of the American
Lake fish, and with that object the sum of £100 be forwarded to
the United States’ Commissioners of Fisheries with a request that
Le would forward a consignment of its eggs to the Socisty. The
chajrman was requested to write to the Salmon Commissioners of
Tasmania with a view to ascertaining what facilities the Society
would, ohtain during the ensuing winter for obtaining salmon trout
eggs, and ab the same time for searching the Branches of the Dex-
went for the egos of the suhmon., I was also resolved that a letter
should be addvessed to his Honor the Superintendent, requesting
Lim to reserve from sale as many road lines as possible which ran
wlong the hanks of the streams into which fish have been turned.

AT the Harbor Board’s fortnightly meeting, held on Tuesday,
the Engincer reported fhat the woik of deepening and widening
the channel off Rattray street wharf is gradually deepening, and
that in the course of the present month at least 3008t of additionnl
berbhage, affording a depth of 9ft at low water, will he available
alongside the new whart; thatseveral contracts had bheen prepaved
for approval, comprising wharf extension, removal of training wall,
additional punts and conditions upon which tenders will he received.
for iron hull for dredge New Era, and that the plates for the new
dredge arrived per Zelandia, and that the work of preparing them
for vse in the hull was being proceeded with. The Inspector
reported that during Wovember the two dredges had lifted 9877
cubic yards of stufl at a total cost of £382, which was much above
the average caused by repaivs, ebe. The Secretary furnished a
return showing the work done by the dredges during the past five
menths. In July 9656 cubie yards were dredged ab a cost of £321;
in August, 6765 yards at a cost of £435; in September, 7531 yards
at & cost of £304; in October (five weeks), 9877 yards ob a cost of
£531; and in November, 9877 yards at a cost of £582. Total,
£2575.  On Mr. Tewsley’s motion, it was decided to levy wharfage
rated uuder the Board's Act of last session in place of the dues
imposed under the Superintendent’s delegated powows.

Duriwe the past weeck, the vevenue officers of Dunedin have
heen doing a large business. At last there seems to be a proba-
hility of pubting a stop to sly grog selling. 1t is o noborious fact,
that from the beginning, Dunedin has, in oue way or another, heen,

the special poatvon of this trade, and in spite of the strenmous

efforts of its police to confine the selling of dvink within the limits
of the law, so many chstacles have ab all times been raised up, that
it has hitherto been impossible to do so. A habeh of convietions
may tell o tale.

Orrostrron is the life of teade. 8o say the X. Y. Z. Company,
who, having recently come over from Tasmania, have started husi-
ness as butchers, and are advertising at prices calenlated to canse
o panie amorg the Dmiedin butchers. Rumonr says that the
trade generally are determined to talke a stand against these naw
invaders, and combine, with a view of driving them back to the
island from whence they came. Of course all this means cheap
meat—at nnyrate fora season. “Tis an ill wind that blows nobody
any good.

AxoTuER depulation have waited wpon his Houor the Superin-
dent, and presented o petition signed by 219 householders out of 269
in the distict, asking that South Dunedin might he procleimed a
municipulity with as litlle delay as possible, and in aceordance with
Lhe terms of the petition lodged and gnzebted some months ago.  Mr.
Aulovey, who was one of the deputation, explained that only fifteen
housecholdors had actually vefused to sign the pebition.—ITis Honor
said that as thers was now evidenily o large majority in favor of the
municipality being granted, there was no doubé that the wishes of the
petitioners would be acceded to. The matter had proved to be a
troublesome affair, and he was very glad they bad got to the end of it.
In consequence of the counter-pelitions which had been presented,
Mr. Bessionshad to be appointed to visib the housebolders for the
purpose of ascertaining the real fucts of the case.—Mr. Maloney said
that originally almost all the residents were in favor of a municipality,
but the trouble wus produced by people outside who meddled with the
offairs of the district. 1le said that Lie now regretted thabt anything
Liadl been said b the mecting ab Forbury to hurt his Honor’s feclings.
—His Houor said that he did not think that there had existed any
oceasion for the strong language usci at that meeting. He would
luy the matter befove the Hxeeutive, and it they approved of it, the
muunicipality aould be at once proclaimed.

‘WE are glad to ree that some of the shanties which disgraced fov
so long o period the entrance to our city arve beingremoved. We vefer
Lo the wretched looking places of residence that existed this side of
Pelichet Bay Station, and which could not fail to give visitors a very
bac impression of Dunedin npon their first arrivel.  8till o large num-
bor yemain, and the sooncr they, too, are removed to make way for
buildings of a move respectable and pretentious claracter the better.
We trust some duy to see the site of these wratched-looking hovels
oecupied by stately warehouses and stores.

Lae agent of flna di Murska, the songstress, was o passenger by
the s.8. Hero. ‘The great singer iz expected to arrive in New Zealand
early in Januwary. A musical treat of a high order may therefore be
looked forward to by the people of Dunedin.

‘'HE Provinee of Canterbury, up to the present time, shows by
fur the greatest amwount of political activity in preparation for the
coming general election. TG 13 move than probable that every seat in



