
teeth." Mr.E. Crossley suggests as the originof the word
"

hum-
bug" theIrish" -vim-beg," pronounced "urn-bug,"literally"soft-
copper" or ' worthlessmoney." James 11. issued from the Dublin
Mint a. mixture of lead, copper, and brass, so worthless that a
sovereign -was intrinsically worth only two pence,and might have
beenbought after the revalution for a halfpenny. Sterlingand
urn-bug were therefore expressions of real and fictitious ■worth—
merit and humbug-.

Prestek John.— During the middle ages, much was written
concerning a prince, called Priest John. An active controversy
wascarriedonrespecting his origin, his native place,his religion.
Hewas thought tobo a Christian, but taintedwithheresy. The
truthis that the Tartar chief of theKerai'te tribe,dwellingnear
the desert of Gobi,hadbeen convertedto the faithby the Nestor-
iansdrivenfrom China. The nameof John given him was acor-
ruptionof Khan, the title borne by all Tartar princes;hence the
never-endinglife of PrinceJohn. They spoke of him during two
centuriesas ifhehadbeenimmortal. Hehadnot thecharacter of
apriest,buthad usurped the title, as the Pagan emperors, who
causedthemselves tobe called Supreme Pontiffs.— '

Annals of the
Holy Childhood.'

Wonders oeInsectLife.
—

So variedandAvonderfulare these
beings in their operationsthat anauthor has describedthem under
thefollowingheads:architects, masons,upholsterers,papermakers,
joiners, paste-board makers, hydraulic engineers. Some dislike
■work,and are veritable pirates, being- always engaged in waror
pillage;othersare of immensesize— five andsix inches long;then
they are formed so small as only to be seen by the aidof the
magnifying glass. Some appear exactly like the leaves of trees,so
that they deceive the verybirds whilemoving on theground, they
look so like [animated leaves. Their brilliancy is such that they
can only be compared to the most beautiful jewels. The purest
goldandsilver glisten on their wings and corsages;their tints
mingle andimperceptibly shade into each other. Many of them—
such as the

"Buprcstidso" and "C-arabi"— areusedinIndia and
China fis trinkets for women. The wonderful organisationof the
sting of a gnatis well worth describing. The weapon withwhich
theinsect makes its attack is along and slender proboscis, which
projects fi'omthe mouth, like avery fine bristle, appearing to the
nakedeye quitesimple. Under the magnifying glass,however,it
is seen tobe a flexible sheath inclosing six distinct pieces : two of
theseare cuttingbladesor lancets, two arenotchedlike aseiw with
reverted teeth,and of the remaining two, '.one is a tubular canal,
andthe other

—
the central one

— has an excessively fine point,
which istubular. The Avay the gnat brings this formidable com-
poundweaponinto operationis as follows. The tipof the weapon
withthesheath is brought to press upon the skin into whichit
presently enters, thesheath remaining without and bending into
an angleas thelancets descend. When the weaixm haspenetrated
to its base, a distanceof one-sixth of an inch or more, the lancets
move laterally, the saws moving up and down at the same time,
and thus cut the flesh on either side, producing a flow of blood;
at the same time aniritant fluid is poured into the wound, which,
by diluting the blood, renders it more capable of flowing up the
central tubeinto the throatof theinsect. It then sucks to reple-
tion,ifundisturbed, andleavesapainful tumour accompaniedwith
an intolerableitching.

The Same Old Church.
—

The Church is not only one and
unchanging from age toage inher doctrine, spirit,sacraments,and
morals, butshe is unchanging in the oppositiontoher from with-
out. HerFounder was slandered first,anddelivered todeath next,
and time has shownthat the disciple is notabove hisMaster. There
aremany bodiesprofessing to be Christian. The Catholic Church
is the only one that has the oppositionof all. The pagans ofChina
andJapanmske martyrs of her priestsandfaithfullay people;the
crownedheads of Europeunite to oppress her; the wildbeastbrood
of atheistic communists— Garibaldi's mob— cry "crucify;" The
powerof Satan whichunitesthese jarringelements of hate, as well
as the power of Jesus Christ which resists and shatters them,
seems tous anopenmanifestationofthe supernatural.— '

Columbian.'
DailyLife of thePope.

—
The daily life of the Pope is thus

sketchedby anItalianpaper:
— His Holinessis stirring at 5.30a.m.,

andby 7 o'clock he enters the private chapel, where hecelebrates
oneMass andhears another. After chapelhe hashis early break-
fast. By 9 o'clock the Pope is always to bo found sitting in his
arm chair underhis canopy,before a large writing table,onwhich
stands a crucifix and an Immaculate Conception, besides papers,
and aninkstand. Then comes Cardinal Antonelli, whocommuni-
cates despatches,receives instructions, collects the pious oblations
of the preceding day, and withdraws in half-an-hour, with his
hands full of gold and bank notes. Then arrives thepost, with
letters and papers. A prelate, on service, opens and reads the
fetters; some journals the Popeglances overhimself withhis eye-
g-lass. The audiences follow,but last until :noon only. I'hePope
takes a little exercise in the longgalleries until dinner time. The
pontificialdinnerhour is about 2 o'clock,after which heretires ior
the afternoon sioita of two hours.

A correspondent of the 'New York World' has been visiting
Keeloy— he of the wonderful molor

— and snys that his workshopwsis
ptrownwith brokenmodels and piaeesof machinery twisted as though
aTitanhad played with them. Being asked what forcecurled upiron
in this way,Keoloy recited the familiar phiases, "latent power in
water," "mulliplicntion of force," "generation of vapor." Keeley is
forty-five years old. From boyhood he has had an afllnily for
mechanics. At, twelveho mado a steamengine; at fourteen he made
another; thenhe be ami;a clerk in a drug store, then a locomotive
engineer, wd then a gymnast He has been blown into the wafer
from a tteamboat,has made two balloon ascensions, lived out, West in
Minnesota,bc»n a rover, a troubadour, a restless seeker aftersome-
thingnew and strange. He will toss » cigar to the ceiling andketch
theright end inhis teeth( fling acrose th« yard a weight that would
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break the backs of threeordinarymen, vaulta fence,and is,in fact,aqueer fellow. He may be the greatest discoverer, or th« greatestcrackbrainof the time.

VVT ELL WOETH KNOWING.
MASTERS and SERVANTS can always have their wants

suppliedQuickly, Clieaply, and Satisfactorily,at
SKENE'S LABOR EXCHANGE,

Princes-street, Dunedin.

IMPOBTANT ANNOUNCEMENT.

jV/TESSHS CAREW & COMPANY wish to notify td the Dun-LtJL edmpublic tbat they have commenced business as
DERATED WATER AND CORDIAL MANUFACTURERS,

Great King Street,
And trust that, from theirlong andpractical experiencein the abovebranches and by strict attention tobusiness, to obtain a largechare
ot support.

Observe the Address—
GREAT KING STREET,

(BetweenFrederick and Albany streets).

]\/TR- JOHNMACK,ownerof sections 1, 3,4, "block XV.,Hawks-
bury Town, please send your adclress to P.HANLY, Wai-

kouaitiPost-office.

MISSING FRIENDS.
TNFORMATION wantedofMrs. MAEY CULITY,maidennameX Mary Lyons, who left London in 1865, for Auckland, N.Z.
When last heardofshe waslivinginAuckland (about ayearbince),
inwhichcityher husband died. Any informationconcerning her,
by which her present address may be traced, will be thankfully
received if forwarded to this office; oi> to Mr. Patrick O'Brien,
No.2, Chapman place, Chapman street,Charleston,Massachusetts,
UnitedStates.

INFORMATION wantedoiMrs. MARY JONSON, maiden name
Mary Wadden, native of Coolross, Parish of Durrah, Lower

Ormand, County Tipperary, Ireland Any information concerning
her willbe thankfully received by Mrs Sherlock, Westport. Letters
from home await hor.

TTIBERNIAN AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLIC BENEFITXX SOCIETY".

(Registered Tinder the Friendly Societies Act of Victoria, New
South Wales, Queensland, New Zealand,and South Australia),

and at present
NUMBERING ONE HUNDRED AND TEN BRANCHES,

AND ABOUT
FIVE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED MEMBERS.

Cleaeances are Granted at no extra Charges to Members
THE SOCIETY ISFOUNDED UPON THE FINANCIAL

BASIS OF OTHER BENEFIT SOCIETIES.
THEENTRANCE FEES AND RATES OF SUBSCRIPTIONWill be found to compare favorably with those

CHARGED BX" OTHER SOCIETIES,
Andare asModerate as practicable,having dueregard to the

benefits secured, a synopsis of which is subjoined:
—

A Benefit Member receives during illness .£1 per week for
twenty-sixeonsecxitive weeks,15s for thenext thirteenweeks,and
]0s for further period of thirteenweeks;on deathof wife.£lO, at
his own deathhis relatives receive £2,0. He has medicalattend-
anceand medicinefor himselfand family immediatelyon joining.
It'a,single man with a widowedmother,and brothers andsisters
(under 18 years of age),he has medical attendance andmedicine
W them. AMember removing can have a clearance which will
i>'lvnithim into any branch of the Society in the locality to which
he may remove. Honorary andLife Honorai-y Membersare pro-
videdfor,and may,on payment of a small weekly contribution,
securemedicalattendance. The Society is also for the purpose (as
itsname indicates) of cherishingthe memory of Ireland,andpro-
moting the religious, social, and intellectual condition of the
members. Any person desirous of having abranch openedshall
makeapplication to a branch, verified by signatures of not less
thanthirteenpersons notmembers, who wishtobecome members
thereof;also the signatureof the residentPviost,if available, and
at the same time forward the sumof 30s each as proposition fees.

Branches are established at Invercsirgill, Lawrence, Du'iedin,
Naseby, Oanmru, Christchurcb, Grovnviutli, Charleston, Addisons,
Brighton, Greenstone, Waimea, Ilokitika,Wellington, Reefton,One-
hunga, Otahuhu Auckland, Jfnpior, Akavoa,Lyttelton, Grahamstowii
andNelson^


