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teeth.” Mr. E. Crossley suggests as the origin of the word * hum-
bug” the Irigh ** uim-beg,” pronounced *nm-bug,” literally * soft-
copper’”’ or © worthless money.” James II. issued from the Dublin
Mint a mixture of lead, copper, and brass, so worthless that a
sovereign was intrinsically worth only fwo pence, and might have
been bought after the vevalution for o halfpenny. Sterling and
um-bug were therefore expressions of real and fictitions worth—
merit and hambug,

PresTER Joun.—During the middle ages, mueh was written
concerning o prince, called Priest John. An active controversy
was carvied on respecting his ovigin, his native place, his religion.
He was thought to bo a Christian, but tainted with heresy. The
truth is that the Tartar chief of the Keraite tribe, dwelling near
the desert of Gobi, had been converted to the faith by the Nestor-
ians driven from China. The name of John given him was a cor-
ruption of Kkayn, the title borne by all Tartar princes; hence the
never-ending life of Prince John, They spoke of him during two
centuries as if he had been immortal. He had not the character of
o priest, but had nsurped the litle, as the Pagan emperors, who
caused themselves to be called Supreme Pontifis.—* Annals of the
Holy Childhood.’

WowpeRrs o IxsEcT LirE—~So voried and wonderful ave these
heings in their operations that an author has described them under
the following heads : architects, masons, npholsterers, pupermakers,
joiners, paste-hoard makers, hydraulic engineers. Some dislike
work, and are veritable pirates, being always engaged in war or
pillage ; others are of iinmense size—five andsix inches long ; then
they are formed so small as only to be seen by the aid of the
magnifying glags, Some appear exactly like the leaves of trees, so
that they deceive the very hirds while moving on the ground, they
look so like janimated leaves. Their brilliancy is such that they
can only he compared te the most benutiful jewels. The purest
gold and silver glisten on thelr wings and corsages; their tints
mingle and imperceptibly shade into each other. Muny of them—
such as the “Buprestide ” aud “ Carabi”-—are nsed in India and
China as trinkets for women, The wonderful organisation of the
sting of a gnat is well worth describing. The weapon with which
the ingeet makes its attack is o long and slender prohoscis, which
projects from the mouth, like a very fine bristle, appearing to the
naked eye guite simple. Under the magnifying glass, however. it
iz seen to be o flexibie shealh inclosing six distinet pleces: two of
these are cutting blades or lancets, two are notched like a saw with
reverted teeth, and of the remaining two, 'one is a tubular canal,
and the other—the central one—has an excesgively fine point,
which is tubular. The way Lhe gnat brings this formidable com-
pound weapon into operation is as follows. The tip of the weapon
with the sheath is browght to press upon the skin into which it
presently enfers, the sheath remaining without and Lending into
an angle as thelancets descend. When the weapon has penetrated
to ite base, o distance of one-sixtlr of an inch or more, the lancets
move laterally, the saws moving up and down at the same time,
and thus cut the flesh on either side, producing a flow of hlood;
at the same time an iritant fluid is poured into the wound, which,
by diluting the hlood, renders it more capable of Howing up the
central tube into the throat of the insect. It then sucks lo reple-
tion, if undisturhed, and leaves a painful tumour accompanied with
an intolerable itching,

THE Samr QLD CHURCH.~-The Church is not only ome and
unchanging from age to age in her doctrine, spirit, sacraments, and
morals, but she is nnchanging in the opposition to her fram with-
out. Her Founder was slandered fivst, and delivered to death next,
and time has shown that the disciple is not above his Mastzr. There
are many bodies professing to be Christian. The Cathoelic Church
is the cnly one that has the opposition of all. The pagans of China
and Japan mske martyrs of her priests and faithful lay people; the
crowned. heads of Europe unite to oppress her; the wild beast brood
of ntheistic communists—Guoribald’'s moh--ery “orucify;”” The
power of Satan which unites these jarring elements of hate, as well
as the power of Jesus Christ which resists and shatters them,
seems to us anopen manifestation of the supernatural.~— Columbian.’

Datry Lire or Tax Pore.—The daily life of the Pope is thus
gketched by an Ttalian paper:—His Holiness is stivring at $.30a.n.,
and by 7 o’clock he enters the private chapel, where he celebratos
one Mass and hears another.  After chapel he has his early break-
fast. By 9 ¢’clock the Pope is always to be found sitting in his
arm char under his canopy, before o large writing table, on which
stands o cruncifix and an Immaculate Conception, hesides papers,
and an inkstand. Then comes Cardinal Antonelli, who communi-
cates despatehes, roceives instructions, collects the pious obilations
of the preceding day, snd withdraws in half-an-hour, with his
hunds full of gold and hank notes, Then wrrives the post, with
letters and papers. A prelate, on service, opona and vewds the
setters; some journals the Pope glances over himself with his eye-
glass,  The andiences follow, but lass until noon enly. The Pope
iakes & litile exercise in the long galleries until dinner time,  T'he
pontificial dinner hour is about 2 ¢’clock, after which he retires for
ihe afternoon sieste of two howrs.

A correspondent of the *New York World’ has heen visiting
FKeeley—he of the wonderful metor—uand says that his workshop wus
strewn with broken models and pieces of machinery twisted as ihouch
n'Titan had played with them. Being asked what force curled upiron
in this way, Kecley recited the familiar pliases, “latent power in
waler,” “ mulliplieatlion of fores,” “ peneration of vapor.” Keeley is
iorly-five yeurs old. TFrom boyhood be has Lad an aflinity for
mechanies. At twelve he made n steam engine;  at fourleen he made
anotlier; then he be ame o elerk in a drug store, then a locomotive
engincer, and then o gymnast  1le has been blown info the water

break the backs of three ordinary men, vault o fence, and is, in fact, a
queer fellow. He may be tho grentest discoverer, or the greatest
crackhrain of the time.

WELLWOR O W I N G
MASTERS avp SERVANTS ecan nlways have their wantg
supplied Quickly, Cheaply, and Satisfactorily, at
BKENE'S LABOR EXCHANGE,
Princes-street, Dunedin.

T H K N

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT.

L
\,IESSRS CAREW & COMPANY wish to notify t& the Dun-
[\ edin publie that they have commenced business s

JERATED WATER AND CORDIAL MANUFACTURERS,
Grear Kmwe STREET,

And trust that, from their long and practical experience in the above
branches and by striet attention to business, to obtnin o large shere
ot support.

Observe thie Address—
GRETAT KIXNG STREET,
{Between Trederick and Albany streets).

1\ R. JOHN MACI, owner of sections 1, 3, 4, block XV, Hawks-
bury Town, please send your address to P. HANLY, Wai-
kouaiti Post-office.

NFORMATION wanted of Mrs. MARY CULITY, muiden name
Mary Lyons. who left London in 1365, for Auckland, N.Z.
When last heard of she was living in Auckland {about a year since),
in which city her hushand died. Any information concerning her,
by which her present address may be traced, will be thankfully
received if forwaided to this office; or to Mr. Patrick O’Brien,
No. 2, Chapman place, Chapman street, Charlesion, Massachusetts,
United States.

INFORMATION wanted of Mzs, MARY JONSON, maiden name

Mary Wudden, native of Coclross, Parish of Durreh, Lower
Ormand, County Tipperary, Ireland Any information concerning
her will be thankfully received by Mrs Sherlock, Westport, Letters
from home await hoer.

HIBERNIAN AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLIC BENEFIT

ROCIETY.

(Registered wader the Friendly Sccietics Act of Victoria, Wew
Bouth Wales, Queensland, New Zealand, and South Austvaliy),
and at present
NUMBERING ONE HUNDRED AND TEN BRANCHES,
AND ABOUT
FIVE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED MEMBERS.

CLEAEAWCES ARE GPRANTED AT No =EXTRA CHARGES To MEMBERR

THE SOCIETY IS FOUNDED UPON THE FINANCIAL
BASIS OF OTHER BENEFIT SOCIETIES.

THE ENTRANCE FEES AND RATES OF SUBSCRIPTION
Will be found to compare favorably with those
CHARGED BY OTHER SOCIETIES,
And ave as Moderate as practieable, having due regard to the
benefits secured, a sypopsis of which is subjoined (—

A Tenefit Member receives during illness £1 per week for
twenty-six eonsecutive weeks, 193 for the next thirteen weeks, and
10s for further peviod of thivtcen weeks ; on death of wife £10, at
his own death his relatives receive £20. Ie ling medical attend-
ance and mediciue for himself and family immedistely on joining,
It o single man with a widowed mother, and hrothers and sisters
(under 18 years of age), he has medienl attendance and medicine
far them. A Member removing ean have a clearance which will
o4dmit him into any branch of the Sociely in the loeality to which
he may remove. Honerary and Life Honorary Members are pro-
vided for, and may, on payment of a smail weckly contribufion,
secure 1medical attendance.  The Society is also for the purpose (as
its nume indicates) of chevishing the memory of Ireland, and pro-
moting the religious, social, aud intellectual condition of the
members.  Any person desirons of having « hranch openod shall
make application to a branch, verified by signatures of nol lesy
than thirteen persons not members, who wish to become members

-,

! thereof ; alwo the signature of the resident Priest, if available, and
"at the same time forward the swur of 10s each as proposition fees.

I

Branches ave cstablizhed at Invereavgill, Lawrence, Duonedin,

from a steamboat, has made two balloon ascensions, lived ot West in | Naseby, Oamnru, Christehurch, Greymouth, Charleston, Addisons,
Minnesotn, besn o rover, o troubadour, a restless sceker afler some- | Brighton, Greenstone, Waiimea, Hokitika, Wellington, Keefton, One-

thing new and strange.  1lc will toss a cigar Lo the ceiling and ketgh

bunga, Oteluhn Auekland, Napicr, Akavon, Tyttelton, Grabamstown

tha yight end in his teeth, fling acrose the yord o weight that wenld | and Nelaons



