
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN IRELAND.
Inround numbers thereare five and ahalf millionsof apopulation
in Ireland. Of thesenewly four andahalfmillions are Catholics.
Then about halfamillion areEpiscopalProtestants, and the other
half million PresbyterianandMethodists, withavery fewBaptists,
Congregationalists, and Quakers. Now the EpiscopalProtestants
never yet joinedin with the National School System of Ireland.
They have " the ChurchEducation Society Schools."

Itis only twelve years sinco the Wesleyans of Irelandunited
with the National Education System. Prior to that they and
Cardinal Cullen were in the same boat on this question. The
PrimitiveWesleyans are still tho very bitterest opponentsof the
national schoolsand wouldnot scud their childrento them,because
the Bible is not allowed to be read at all hours or any hour each
day. The entire Orangemen of tho North of Ireland arc opposed
to the national schools, as one man, and want denominational
schools. These "Northern Protestants,"' then,would not dread a
change todenominationalschools for them. Their objection is to
allowing anyother schools, inthewhole of Ireland,exceptintensely
Protestant schools where Papists shouldbe whipped into learning
passages of tho Bibleby the yard;being daily pointed out there-
from" tho errors of Popery."

All thatCardinalCullenhas everdemandedhasbeena division
of the public school funds amongst each religious denomination,
pro mla; and each church or sect to haveentire controlof their
ownschools, withgeneralgovernmentinspectioninsecularbranches.
This is about what the Catholichierarchydemands alsoinAmerica.
This is the system, too, whichpractically exists in England, and to
which the Cardinal sibvayspoints as anillustration of all that he
desires.— 'N. Y. Independent.'

NEWS BY THE MAIL.
Tho latestmail advices fromEngland contain gloomy reports.During the recent floods in the Midland Counties,at Nottingham

thirteenpersons weredrowned, and more than 3000 houses wereinundated, and fifty factories stopped. At Burton-on-Trent six
persons weredrowned,and at Derby tho wateris sbill several feetdeep intlie streets. Above Gainsborough the Trenthasburst its,
banks, andall thesurroundingcountry is flooded. The loss of pro-perty is enormous,. The main line of the Manchester,Sheffield,
and Lincolnshire Railroad was washed away. All traffic was
stoppedfor a time.
Tip type for the ninth edition of the "EncyclopediaBritanniua

"
isbeing seb by machinery,and is working successfully.

Nearly the whole of the i-ity of Virginiahas been swept away by
iirc. Theve is considerable distress amongst, the burnt-outcitizens.The railroad lines, placing carriages at their disposal free of charge,
take them to other parts of Union. Most of the mills have beenburned, and work will be limitedduring thepresent winter._ A letter from Hcniy Stanley, explorer, datedVictoria Kyanza,Africa, March 1, 1875, giving a highly interestingaccount of hi* 103
days' journey across the wilds of the African interior during his jour-
ney from 13agamogagt. At Kagohalii some of the party 'died
of fatigue, famine, dysentry, and fever, while a number had to
be left at Urimo. In the interior the people are noted for their
manly forms, andare entirelynaked. Pocock, a young English ex-
plorer, died at Chiwyn. I'ive of the party died* after four days'
march. Severallights occurred with wild tribes, in which both sides
suffered. Ihc natives of Xatura fought a three days' battle againstthe explorers. Stanley lost 21 men, and the natives 35 altogether
With wars, famine, and disease, he had lost 125 men, all Africans,
except Pocock.

Two hundreddwellings,a.synagogue,andliveschools in Widsy,
Russian Poland, have been burned. Some persons perished,and
3000persons are homeless.

Hopeis entertainedthat some of the passengersby the Pacific
may yetbe found.

Over 200 sailors have been lost during the late gales in theNorth Sea.
26,000,0001".weresubscribedtorelievethe distresscausedI>y the

recent inundations inFrance.
Mrs.Black, the originalof Byron's "Maid of Athens,"died inGreece, aged76._ The Kingand Queen of Denmark and Princess Thyra intendvisiting: England shortly.
Sixty tons of small arms and amunition fur tho Chinese harebeen shipped at London asmerchandise. The Governmentis after

the shippers.
Itis thought theGovernment will prosecute tho consignees of

arms shipped hence to China during the recent negotiations.
Severalcargoesarenow en route.

They are bettinginLondon that the Prince of Wales will I>e
assassinated inIndia.

A man in Dusseldorf, Prussia, lately murdered his wife and
daughter because theyridiculedhis redhair.

There is said tobeanaverage of (390,000 footpassengers cross
LondonBridge,and more than116,000horses ina week.

Two-storoyrailway coaches is the latest Swiss idea. Twelvecars are nowbeing made for a branch line, which weighten tons,
and havesixty-six seats each.

During one week recently the London health authoritiesseized
and destroyedtwo tons and twelve hundredweightof meat as unfit
for human food, that had beenexposedfor sale in the market.

Mr.Plimsollswar upon owners and agents of rotten sailing-
shipshasproduced some good effect at least. German consuls at
all Britishports havereceivedorders toprevent unsr.tworthy shipsflying theGerman flag fromputting1 out.

TheRussian Government has published an edict compelling
all Polish proprietorsin theprovinces of AVienna, Grodno, Keens',
Minsel, and Wilcpsk, to sell to Russian tenants the property
leased by tho latter.

Russia limits its exhibits at the Philadelphia Exhibition to
specialitiesunknownout ofRussia.

A special from Alexandrareportsthat Lho peopleof Kada and
WhiteNilehave revolted, anddefeatedtheEgyptiantroops,killing
"100 of them. Reinforcements willbesent.

SHIPPING.
For Otago— loading',cleared, and sailed:— Corona, 1,100 tons,

at London,August15;Margaret (xalbroith, 810 tons, sailed Sept.
28; Clive,846 tons, at London, September 6; Oxford,1,281 tons,
at London, September 20;Oamaru, 1,393tons, atLondon, Septem-
ber 24;Rakaia, 1,022 tons, sailed, September 33,Theseus, i)4S
tons, at London, September 21;Wiltshire, sailed, September 20;
Sir Lancelot, 1,(500 tons, tosail,November 10 j Orpheus, 2,000 tons,
to sail, December10; Meridamgen, 2,000 tons., to sail. November
30. The Oamaru is to sail on the 2Sth October.

Freight to Otago from Glasgow, 35s to 40s per ton;hulland
boxgoods from London, rough measurement 30s, tine 40s ;liquids
45s;cement, 50s;per cask-weight, 30s;bottledbeer, Is per doz.;salt, 35s per ton.

Improving the Danube.— The Austrian Government has com-
menceda seriesof improvements in the Danube .River, to nuikeit
navigable as far up us Vienna. The planof General McAljune,
of Albany,N.V., was chosen by the Austrian Government as thebest, andho was instructed to contract for thework inaccordance
with his specifications. A firm of New Yorkcontractorshaveagreed
to do the work, andhave just received their contract from tho Aus-trianGovernment. The contract amounts to5,000.000d01.

Father Cazet,S.J.,PrefectApostolicofMadagascar,haswritten
the following- letter from Tananarive:

—
The Catholic Churchhas

had in Tananarive, the capital of Madagascar, a most sign£t
triumph,one indeedwhich she has neverbefore experiencedin this
islandwhere heresy reigns supreme. We lmvo been able tocele-
brate tho processionof the MostHoly Sacrament. Our expecta-
tions were more than fulfilled. The procession was really very
beautiful. It wms long, and our neophytes, carrying splendid
banners, walkedinit hinging*hymns of praisetoourSaviour. But
what we most rejoiced at was that theprocessionno longer takes
placein the grounds of the faiun-houso of Ambohipou,but we felt
wo might make it quite public j so we conducted it round the
largestpublic square in the city, the Champs do Mars. Iasked
theprivilege andit wasreadily granted me. Tho Christians flocked
toseeit frommimymilesaround,and their joycanbowellimagined.
As the church, of St. Joseph of Mahamasina, although verylarge,
is too small to accommodate so vast a crowd, we erected in the
pubhV square a most beautiful altar. Itwas almost entirely con-
structed of flowers und banners, and was very effective indeed.
Aroundit was a kind of enclosed space made with garlandsof the
mostboantil'ul description. You would havebeen greatly touched
by the dead silence which reigned during divine service. Tue
crowd was very great and consisted of Catholics, Protestants,and
Infidels, and everybody seemed much affected by what they saw.
Itrust tho edifying spectacle of the first public Corpus Christi
procession in Madaguscar will produce its effect and bring some
souls into the flock."

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. [Friday,December 10, 1875.
PREVENTION OF SCARLET EEVER AND

CONTAGION.
The abovewas the subject of a lecture recently deliveredin the
Victoria Hall, Druinmond street, Carlton, by Dr. Girdlestone, the
health officer of Melbourne. Alderman O'Grady occupied the
chair, and there wasanumerousattendance. Thelecturerobserved
that scarlet fever was a disease more easily preventedthancured,
and this being the case it behovedeveryparentto study the leading
principlesof hygiene,andalso that theseprinciplesshouldbemade
partof the elementary instruction in schools. Scarletfever could
not be so virulent in a clean well-ventilatedhouse as in a place
where cleanliness and ventilationwereneglected,andin thesecases
the wordsof scripture were most applicable,"As amansoweth. so
shallhe also reap." The disease was given off inenormous quan-
tities by persons suffering from it,and the patientsrequired to be
isolated. The abolitionof cesspits, thedrainage of streets,and the
clearing away of filth by the public bodies, weregood remedies^but to make the remedy complete, assistance must come froirc
withinas wellas fromwithout. The authorities and householders
ought to Avork together. To keep off attacks of fever, the water
used by afamily must be pure. The appearance of water wa,s no
guarantee of its purity. Pure waterwas necessary for health;if
peopledrank impure water the toneof the health was lowered,and
they weremorelikely to catch an epidemic. He therefore advised
everybody to boil water before tising it, as the heat of boiling
destroyed thepoisonit might contain. He believedthatnumbers
of peopleplaceddark blindsat theirwindowsto savetheir furniture
from theaction of thesun,but he recommendedthem toconsider
their health before their furniture, and warnedthem that the sun
must enter if a room was tobe keptsweetandhealthy. Speaking
of the back premises of houses, Dr. Girdlestone urged that the
authorities should appoint an officer whose duty shouldbe to sec
theplans of everyhouse beforeit wasbuilt, and ascertain whether
there were proper means of drainagebefore allowing the building
tobe erected. Under existinglaws, it was oftenthe case that half
a dozen houses wereput together where thereshouldbe only three,
and it was found tobe impossible todrain them,and the occupants
suffered in health in consequence. Above all, the lecturer urged
upon his hearers to allow a continuous supply of fresh air toenter
th<j moms of their houses, as itdiluted thepoisonof the disease.
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