
sister forsooth refuses to let him go -with the fleet? What doyou
think our feelings were when Rochester, whom we both love so
dearly, was sent to explain the Queen's pleasure 'that Prince
George was torelinquish his intention of going tosea, and let it
appear as ifhehaddone so of his own free will/ Then when she
foundhe wouldnotsubmit tosuchamessage, privately sent, there
comesone in form to forbidhis embarkation.""Tes, madam, andit is amarvel tome how youcanstibmit so
patiently, andafter givingup your place in. the succession, too,to
thatCaliban, as you so justly call him; how you can meet the
queenas ifnothing hadhappenedaftersuchsignalaffronts, fillsme
withastonishment;butI,madam, am not soplacable. The Order
of the Garter is but a due reward to my husband's merit, andin-
stead of taMng that into consideration, the queen refuses, and
couches herrefusal in the most contemptuous terms.""

Thereisnothing tobedone but to submit, my dear friend/
saidthe princess. "Icannothelpyourdisappointment. Youwell
know what we ourselves are called, on to undergo, and how my
sister'sanger has been excited by the pension of fifty thousand
pounds having been granted to me. We cannot help ourselves
whileCalibanlives."

Iprayyou,madam, do not troubleon my account," replied
LadyMarlborough. "Ido know what youand the prince have to
putup with, but a sunshiny day may yet come whenwe shallbe
reAvardedfor whatweare atpresentmade toundergo/

Lady Marlborough sat her down, and was buried in thought
fora few moments. Vague ideas were floating throughher mind
as to whether they could not conspire withother disaffectedones,
andsohurl the Dutch monarch and his consort from theposses-
sionof the regal power.

Meanwliilethe unsuspecting Anne was thinkingof Florence,
andwonderingwhy her sister should detainher at thecourt."

What think youof FlorenceO'Neil?" she remarked. "Isit
not strange thequeenshouldkeepher nearherperson. That young
Jacobite'sheadhas hatched plots already she tells me,youngas
sheis.""Nay,Madam, mayhapher majesty wishes to keeptheyoung-
ladyout of further mischief. She keeps a watchful eye on her,
dependonit. A long head too that girl has got. She does not
like Caliban,lam certain; she was soamused at certain anecdotes
Itoldher abouthim, and yet was silent herself."But tliequeen found her at mischief once/ replied Anne.
"My sister toldme herself that but for that girl saving her life
whenthepalace of Whitehall was on fire, she knew that about her
thatshe scarce thinks confinementin theTower wouldhaveatoned
for. She mayhavelearned a lesson of prudencesince then, and

v have awholesome fea,r of the queen'swrath."" And whata life for the girl to lead, madam. She is only
like a prisoner,youknow

—
a sort of captive,nothing else. Think,

too, what theSt. Germains peoplemustendure abouther. Why,
the late queenlovedthegirl as though she wereher own child,and
the queenknowsit. Then, too, she is kept unmarried;Ireally
pity her, But, do youknow, madam, such strangethoughts were
running through my head when you spoke to me of Florence
O'Neill.""

Andpray whatwas the tenor of your thoughts?" asked the
princess.

"If the king over the water were here, then we shouldnot
suffer at the handsofCalbian/'"Ah,no, themonster," said Anne, laughing at the epithets
which she and her favorite applied to the Dutch monarch when
together, unconscious that theyhad a householdspy in Lady Fitz-
harding, the sister of ElizabethVilliers, through whom the king
andqueen always knew, in a few hours, all thathappenedat the
Cock-pit, andalso everyhard and abusive name that wasapplied
to William.""Woulditbe quite out of the question toapply to the king,
madam;to thelateking,Imean?"

LadyMarlborough ifas coming more directly to thepoint she
hadinview.

Theprincess flushed verypainfully, her favoritewas touching
onadelicate subject. Anne had disseminated the vilest slanders
as to thebirthof thePrince of Wales, and haddone all that lay in
her powerto despoilher fatherof his crown;howshallshe retrace
the steps she has trod? howundo the mischief she has wrought r1
sincere repentancecanalone atone for the latter, the injury is far
"beyondherpower to repair.

The imperious favorite saw the agitation of her mistress and'
againreturnedto the topic.

"No moreof this,/ repliedthe princess, "Icharge youlet the
subject drop."

Lady Marlborough submittedforthe present,butonly tobriny-
it forward later, with whatresult the reader shallpresently become
acquainted.

CHAPTER XXIII.
run iiuKu ok tyrconnell,and sarspeld, lord i.ucan.
Itis sisoft, summer night, serene and peaceful, allnature is

hushed, the moonbeams play on the surface of the waters,and
light up the flowery dells and glades around Limerick. Not a
sound washeard for a few brief hours, when preparationswillbo
madefor thecoming strife.

There wasmuch sufferinginthe city. The foremosttorelievo
andsuccour, out ofher own store, was the brave woman, CatherineO'Neill, whohad in her own heart something of the spirit ofher
kinsman,Sarsficld.

This worthy general, now Lord Lucan, for King Jamos had'wenthim the patent of an earldom, had, together with LordTyr-
connell,put the town in a state of defence, and had inducedthe
officers andsoldiers tomake oath that they woulddefendthe rights
of James to the last. Butin. spite of thisoath, there werefactious
and despondingspirits whosewholethoughts were bent ona troaty
withthe DutchKing.

CATHOLIC NEWSPAPERS.

We commend the following,whichwe findinthe London 'Tablet *
of the 28th ult., to the attentionof ourco-religionists i

—
The proceedings of the Catholic Congress of Poitiers, -which

commenced its sittings last week, included a report sent by M.
Baudon, the President-General of the Society of Sb. Vincent do
Paul, on the duty of Catholics towards the press. M. Baudon
dwelton themelancholy factof the insufficient support given by
Catholics generally to their ownnewspapersandperiodicals. They
have thesepublicationsalone to look to for the defence of their
most cherishedprinciplesagainst theattacks so continuallymade
upon themby sectarians andunbelievers, andyet, strange tosay,
they arecontent for the mostpart to leave the organs of their own
body in a precarious position— a position of inferiority to their
opponents,thenarrownessof theirresources cramping their efforts
bothto theobtaining of early authentic intelligence, andas to the
employmentof superior literary talent. On the other hand, the
Catholicpublic (saidM.Baudon) is very exacting in its require-
ments from Catholic newspapers, andis verysevere onanymistakes
or shortcomings of which they may be thought guilty. At the
same time, Catholics toooften support with their own money the
hostilepress,under the excuse of wantingtoknow whatthe other
sidohas to say. Itis not considered.that if the samesupport were
"ivento Catholicjournalstheywouldbeat once placedinaposition
that wouldenablethem tocompeteonmuch moreequalterms with,
their adversaries, and to supportthe Catholic cause withfar greater
efficiencythan they can possibly do at the present. M.Baudon
concludedhis report with an urgent appeal

—
which was heartily

joinedinby the Congress— to Catholics to exert themselves to the
utmost in supporting and increasing the circulation of Catholic
journals"

NEW ZEALA.ND [TABLET.Friday, December 3,i875.]

ALARMING STATE OF AFFAIRS IN SICILY.

Thb success of the Governmentin having contrived to have theBill
forPublic Safetypassed by a maj 'rity, hu occasionedthe gieateafc
agitationin Sicily. Evenbefore the fact of its approralhadbecome
generally known the excitement wa,i inten«e. Individuals of all
clasiei wereequally concerned in the new bill, and their anxiety to
know bow the ditcuiiion had terminated gave riie to great distur-
bance! anddisorder!in thepublic squares and thoroughfares of the
principalcitiesof the Island. At Palermo, more than at any other
town, these demonstrations wei'e manifested. When, howerer, the
final issue of the debatein Parliament becamepublic,thepopulation
of the city ofPalermobecame frantic withfury against theministry.
Large crowds of roughs, smiths, andartisans collected on the square"
of the city. The shops wereshut. Seditious crirs wereheard onall
sides. The guards of public security were insufficient to calm the
threatened riot. A company of cavalry rode at full trot into the
principal square, swinging large carbines ontheirbacks. The erie! of
the mob redoubled.

"
Down with Minghetti!" "Down with the

Ministry!" "Long lire Taiani!" we>'e heard on all sides. The com-
mandant of the cavalry troophalted in the middleof the square,very
coolly orderedhis mento loadtheir carbines,a-'id, turning onthecrowd,
orderedall to dispersebefore the third trumpet signal, under painof
being shot. The crowd hesitated, cheered the soldiers, and very
quietly dispersed. Other disturbances, however,hare takenplacein
several other parts of Sicily, which were not of such a quiet nature.
Several battalions of infantry have been sent to the' disaffected
island, anda fleet,amply providedwithshell*, has anchoredoff T&ren-
tum, tobe ready atany emergency to rain down upon the headi of
the unfortunate Sicilians their bombs. Deputy Taiani, who so
strongly opposed themeasurehi Parliament, andwho revealedto his
horrified auditors the doings of G-overnment officials in the island,hat
been greatly applauded and cheered on his way home agaiu. At
Naples a regular demonstration was improvised in his favour. The
most ardent of the throng unharassed the horses of his carriage,and
conducted him in triumph over the townas far aa hi3dwelling, where
he wasobliged to app«ar at abalcony, inorder to satisfj the demand*
of the crowd.

POSEN AND THE HOLY SEE.
A letter printed in the Austrian journals, and copied under
reservein the " BienPublic,' states that theHolyFather has made
a communication to Cardinal Ledochowski, inviting him torepair
toKoineas soon ashe shall have obtained his liberationfrom Ma
presentunjust imprisonment. Uponhi3Eminence's arrivalin the
Eternal City the Cardinalitialberretta -will be presented tohimin
a specialConsistory, tobe held -with exceptionalsolemnity for that
purpose. We also learn that the Catholics of Posen have formeda
defensive organisation called the Polish Catholic Society, with
Prince Czartoryski,aDeputy to the Reichstag,as itsPresident. A
numerously attendedandenthusiastic meetingof themembers has
beenheld,at which a remarkable speech, delivered by aCatholic
artisan, was to the following effect:— "Ifought in the German
army;Iwasat the sieges of Strasburg a,nd of Paris;Ireturned
home tofind myself heavily involved in debt,incurredfor thesup-
portof my wifeand children whileIwashelping Germany to exact
that immense indemnity from France. Iworked hard,Ipaidoff
my debts, butIsuffer more now than when Iwas -with the army
abroad. Ihave returnedhome to see my religionpersecuted,and.
my clergy imprisoned, and my native language forbidden tobe
usedinthe schools where my children are compelled by law tobe
educated." A letter in the

'
Monde' says that the Statepersecu-

tion goes on with unabated rigour in PolishPrussia. Even the
mostinnocentpopularobservances, which harebeenpractisedfor
centuries-without offence to any Government, aTenowsternly pro-
hibitedby the Prussian police.
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