
of wise andelaborate contrivance,andas well fittedfor the oppres-
sion, impoverishmentand degradation of a people and the debase-
ment in them of human nature itself as ever proceededfrom the
pervertedingenuity of man."

And this horrible machinery of persecution was workedwith
fit results. Itwas mitigated inits actionby thekindly feelings of
those whose supremacyit was invented tosustain;butitbrought
the country to the deepest depression, and left it spiritless and
impotent, at the mercy of its task-masters. Ilook back from the
happierpresentto theintolerablepastinnospiritof bitterness, and
withnodesire toperpetuatethe1110111017 ofwrong;but,if we would
judgefairlyof O'Connell's characterandhistory,wemustknow what
obstacles hehadto encounter,whatenemies toconfront, fromwhat
a depth he was called to lift his people,and what faculties he
needed tocompass his achievement.

IRELAND AN OUTCAST IN HER CHAINS.
Irelandlay,asIhavedescribed her, without hope or help—

the outcast ofthe nations! But the hour of her deliverance came—
thehour and the man created to deliver her. O'Connell was

born intoaworld which was soonto seeconvulsions, disturbing its
ancient order andshaping its destinies anew; aud, in thescheme
of providence, these woreto give occasionfor theuse ofhis singular
endowments, which,but for them, might haverusted ininactivity.
The year of his birth witnessedthe outbreak of the Americanwar
of independence;and the battle of Lexington was the heraldof
events, thememory of which gives our transatlanticbrethrenocca-
sion for acentenary festival as happy as our own. The spiritof
the insurgentspassed across the seas and pourednew life into the
outwornnationalties of Europe. Their successanimated theefforts
of menstruggling for freedom, and compelled attention to claims
whichhad beenflouted with contempt. Thus it came topass that
thepenallaws werepartially relaxed; and when the revolution of
Francobroke forth

TO EMPHASISE THE TEACHING OF AMERICA,
the privileges of the Irish Catholics received great enlargement;
thevitalright of voting was bestowed : and 1795, when O'Connell
was just of an age to take advantage of theboon,he foundhimself
permitted tobecome a barrister. The preparation was complete.
Ifhe hadlived earlier he would not have had a chanceof develop-
inghis genius and marshalling his countrymen for theirpolitical
deliverance. But the concessions of the Irish Parliament gave
him instruments of action. His admission 'to the Bar enabled
him to use them, and, after amoral struggle withoutprecedent in
history,lie employed the franchise of 1523 to master the Cabinet
of PeelandWellington, and found in the freeholdersof Clare the
irresistiblepioneersof emancipation

THE YOUTHFUL ADVOCATE OF UNIVERSAL FREEDOM.
O'Coniiollcame to the Bar in 1798, and almost from the open-

ingofhis careerhe devotedhimself to thepublic service. Ho had
no force toaidhim inthe gigantic task he undertook;physicalor
moralhelp was equally deniedhim. He lednoarmy. There was
no trainedand organized opinion to stimulatehis effortsor reward
themby applause. His lot was cast with an utterly prostrate
community— wanting allstrengthof self assertion, almostwithout
the couiagc to complain. Indeed, they had fallen so low as to
declare,-while they grovelled before the throne, that they "res-
pected from the bottom of their hearts

"
the infamous laws under

which they suitercd. But, in himself, O'Connell had limitless
resources— a buoyant nature, unsleeping vigilance, untiring
energy,patienceinexhaustible, invention without bounds,faithin
his cause which never faltered, and resolution which no reverse
could daunt and110 discouragement subdue. And, so accoutred,he
preparedto play the partof themighty Jew of old :—:

—
The dread of I-iiael's foes, who,singlecombatant,
Duelled theirarmies ranked inproudarray.
Ilimaclf 1111armj'!

Hisbrainand tonguewereat first his only weapons,but the
brainwas massive and fertile, and the tongue inmany wayshas
neverhad an equal. Hohad, perhaps, greater variety and com-
pletenessof control over hisauditory than any speaker of ancient
or moderntimes. Othershave been pre-eminent in specialgifts,
buthehad singular command of the widest range of persuasive
eloquence. He had humour andpathos and invective and argu-
ment,andhe couldpass from one to theother, sweepingacross the
humanheartstrings with an astonishing facility and a sure res-
ponse. He was not an artist inoratory. He regardedhis facility
of speechas an instrument and not as an end,and hadlittle pride
in it, save for the moans it gave him of working out hispurposes.

HIS OHEAT POWER AS AN ADVOCATE AND ORATOR.
He was indifferent to his reputationas a speaker, and took no

pains to correct or preserve his addresses, and perhaps the only one
really representing whatbe was is his defence of John Mageo, which— ho toldme during the state trial

—
he hadhimself written out while

he waitedup to blurt for his circuit on themorning after the delivery
of it. 1J0 impressedhiaisolf upon his hearers,not by nice attention
to the form of his sentences or the selection of his words, but by
vigorous repetition of the views ho desired to inculcate, in such
language a-> was most suited to those whom he addressed. Thus,he
dealt habitually with juries; and it was this repetition, in every
variety of phraeoand lib everyaidof illustration, whichenabledhim
1o fill the popularmind with his ownconceptions andmould itaccord-
ing to his v ill. Hehad the rare endowments of a stately presence
and a voice almost uncqualed in melody and compass ;and theso,
with his skill inreasoning and afllucnce^of wit and fancy, commended
him to all sorts of pooplewherever he appeared. Once he camedown
as special r-mmsrl to nnorthern county, and he was regarded as the
very incarnationof evilby jurors who had known him in only their
irreconcilable political antagonist. They looked askance at him,and
wouldscarcelyhear him;but before he hadconcludedhis speech
ho had won their admiration and their verdict, and established
kindly relations with them which Avere long maintained. Isaw
him inEdinburghspeaking toamultitudinousassemblyof Scotch-
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men, whohad small love for the Irish agitator, andno sympathy
withhis religion or his race, but when his voice rangout likea
trumpet round the CaltonHill, he moved them to a passionof
enthusiasm such as Ihave rarely ever witnessed in his Irish
meetings.

Listen to
LORD LYTTON's DESCRIPTION OF o'CONNBLI(

at a monstermeeting:
—

"
Once tomy sight thegiant thus wasgiven,
AValled by wide oirandroofed byboundless heaven "
Beneath his feet the human ocean lay,

'
And -wave on wave flowed into space away.
Mcthoughlnoclarion could have sentitssound
E'en to thecentre of the hostsaround;
And,as1thought,rosethe sonorous.swell,
Ahfrom some ehuruh-tower swings thesilvery bell.Aloft and clear from airy tide to tideItglidedeasy as abirdmayglide—
To the last verge of that vast audience sent;
Itplayedwith each wildpassionas it went;'
Now stirredthe uproar— now the humorstilled,
And sobs or laughteranswered as it willed. " j^^HThendidIknow what spellsnf infinite choice

"^^^
To rouseorlullhas the sweet human voice.
ThendidIlearn to sendthe sudden clew
Tothe grand,tioublous life antique— to viewUnder the rock-stand of Demosthenes,
Unstable Athenaheavehernoisyseas."

A QUARTER CENTURY OP IRELAND'S DARKNESS
—

ALMOST TODESPAIB.
Pitt unable to fulfil his promises to Ireland, abandoned atthe King's bidding the scheme which might have given her a

happier future,and ultimatelyrenouncedall efforts toremoveher
religious disabilities. The period whichfollowedwas verydreary
forher. It gave no prospect of relief. Bub for five-and-twenty
years hoping againsthope,she still pressed onward,maintaining
her bootless struggle

—
now in associations, again incommittees,

often in popular assemblies, sometimes in the law courts
—

her
modes of action alwaysvarying,her objects always the same. It
was not a time of progress,buta time of preparation. There wascontinualmovement,but little advance. Themultitude wasmade
familiar with the story of their wrongs, and encouragedto seek
redress by hopes which were often baffled, but always revived.
O'Connell hadnot yet attained that leadersnip which -wasunques-
tioned inafterdays. But he was mounting towards "it. He was
building up his legal reputation,and commanding moreandmore
the public confidence. Wherever work was to bedone,or counsel
to be given, or opposition overborne, in assertion of the Catholic
claims, there was he,ready to speak or act, eager tosustain theirfriends, audacious a la outranee, in defiance of their adversaries.
Associatedwith able and trusted men,he was already the animat-
ingspiritof themovement. But for him,also, it wasonly a time
of preparation. He was nerving* his strength and training his
energies for the supreme effort whichwas to winforhim the name
of "Liberator."

PLUNKETT AND GRATTA.N.
Time went on,but the cause of the Catholics didnotprosper

much. Ithad in the Imperial Parliament the advocacy ofPlun-
kettand Grattan— the first astonishing the Houseby a masculine
vi^jor and a trenchantlogic to which it had seenno parallel,and
the second displaying in his latest years the unbroken power of
thatelectric eloquence whichin his youth had stirred anation's
heartto passionateenthusiasmand high endeavor,andgivenhim
aclaimtoByron's eulogy :—:

—
With all thatDemosthenes, wanted endued,
Andhis rival of victor inall|he possessed.

The advooacy of suchmen was a providentialagency, inform-
ing the mind of England and dissipating the prejudices onwhich
sectarianascendancy was based. And they were sustained by a
greatparty,ofwhichImay now say without offence to anyone,
that, to its immortal honor, it refused to succumb to the in-
tolerance of royaltyor purchase ofEco at the expenseof principle.
For many along year the placeof the friends of the Catholics was
inopposition,and they held that placewithself-abnegating faith-
fulnessbeyondallpraise. Inourownisland

THE LIBERAL PROTESTANT
was ostracized by the government, and systematically denied
emolument of distinction. Yetmen like RobertHolmes andLouis
PerrinandMaziere Brady—

dear friends of mine, whosememoryI
holdinreverence— were always found mindful of theirduty and
careless of themselves. They held aloft the banner of religion
liberty,round whichwe allprofess to rallynow,inevil days, wheii
tobe its bearer was to defy authority and court exclusion;and
CatholicIrelandwillbe, indeed, disgraced if the time shall ever
come whenshe shall cease to be deeply grateful for theservices
and sacrificesof those who did not share her faith or bow before
her altars, but stoodby her inher weakness, to their owngrievous
injury, because theybelievedin the justiceofher claims.

THE ROYAL VISIT.
Maichhad been accomplished by speech in Parliamentand

writing in thepress, and much by the example ofsteadfastness
displayedby honest men in the face of all discouragement. Its
opponentswere led,at least, toconsider the reasonableness of the
Catholic demand. 3ut its concession seemed indefinitely post-
poned;and the people,tantalizedanddisgustedby the alternation
of fair hopes and bitter disappointments, sunk into a miserable
apathy. The visit of George IV.

—
an event of evil memory

—
■

galvanisedtheminto feverish expectation for a time. But they
soonlearnedthat theKing, before whom theyhadhumbledthem-
selves so slavishly, loved them as little as his royal father, and
they- fell into the abjectcondition describedby oneof thebest and
mostaccomplished of themall. Sir ThomasWyse:

— "The Catholic
spirithadtotally passedaway.

THE DEAD BODY
only was loftbehind." But

'Tis always thedarkest hour nearest the clmui;

8


