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of wise and elaborate confrivance, and a8 well fitted for the opprea-
sion, impoverishment and degradation of a people and the debase-
ment in them of human nature itself as ever proceeded from the
perverted ingenuity of man.”

And this horrible machinery of persecution was worked with
fit results, It was mitigated in its action by the kindly feelings of
those whose supremacy it was invented to sustain ; but it brought
the country to the deepest depression, and Jleft it spiritless and
impotent, ot the mercy of its task-masters. I look back from the
happier present to the intnlerable past inno spivit of bitterness, and
with no desire to perpetuate the memory of wrong ; hut, if we would
judgefairly of O’ Connell’s character and history, we must Imow what
obgtacles he had to encounter, what enemies to confront, from what
a depth he was eadled to lift his people, and what facultics he
neceded to compass his achievement.

IRELAND AN OUTCAST IN HER CHAINS.

Irveland lay, as T have deseribed her, without hope or hLelp--
the outeagt of the nations! But the hour of her deliverance came
—the hour and the man created to deliver her. O'Connell was
born into a world which was soon to see convulsions, disturbing its
ancient order and shaping its destinies anew ; aud, in the scheme
of providence, thesc were to give oceasion for the use of his singular
encdlowments, which, but for them, might have rusted in inactivity.
The year of his birth witnessed the outhreak of the American war
of independence; and the hattle of Lexinglon wag lhe herald of
events, the memory of which gives owr transatlantic brethren occa-
sion for a centenary festival as happy as our own. The spirit of
the insurgents passed across the seas and poured new life into the
outworn nationalties of Europe. Their success animated the efforts
of men struggling for freedom, and compelled attention to claims
which had been Houted with contempt. Thus it came to pass that
the penal laws were partially relaxed ; and when the revolution of
France broke forth

T¢ BMPIIASISY THE THACHING OF AMERICA,
the privileres of the Irish Callholics reeeived great eniargement;
the vital right of voting was hestowed : and 1793, when O Conuell
was just of an age to take advantage of the boon, he found himself
permitted to hecome a harvister. The preparation was complete.
If he had lived carlicr he would not have had a ¢hanee of develop-
ing his genius and marshaliing hiz countrymen for their political
deliverance. Bul the concessions of the Irish Parliament gave
him instruments of action. Ilis admission to the Bar cnabled
him to use them, and, afier a moral struggle without precedent in
kistory, he employed the franchise of 1523 to master the Cabinet
of Peel and Wellington, and found in the freeholders of Clare the
irresistible pioneers of emancipation
THE YOUTHFUL ADVOCATE OF UNIVERSAL FREEDOM.

(O’Connell came to the Bar in 1793, and almost from the open-
ing of kis carcer hie devoted himself to the public service. o had
no foree to aid him in the gigantic task he underiook ; physical ov
moral help was cqually denied him. He led no army. There was
no trained and organized opinion to stimmlate his cfforts ov vewnrd
them by applause. His lot was cost with an utterly prostrate
community—wanting all strength of self assertion, alinost without
tho comuge (o complain. Indeed, they had fallen so low as to
declare, while they grovelled hefore the throne, that they “res-
pecied from the botlom of their hearls” the infamouns laws under
which they sullered. But, in himself, O’Connell had limitless
resonrces—iu Luoyanl mature, unsleeping  vigilance, untiring
energy, patience inexhaustible, invention without hounds, faith in
his cauze which nevor faltered, and zesolution which no reversc
could dannt and no disconragement snhdue. And, so aceoutred, he
prepared to play the part of the mighty Jew of old :—

The dread of Twinel's foes, who, single combatant,
Tuclled their armigs ranked in proud nrray.,
Ilimaselt an army !

His brain and tongue were at first his only weapons, but the
brain was massive and fertile, and the tongue in many worys has
never had an equal. He had, perhaps, greater variety and eom-
pleteness of contlrol over his auditory than any speaker of ancient
or modern times. Gthers have been pre-eminent in special gifts,
but he had singular command of the widest range of persuasive
eloquence. He had humour and pathes and invective and argu-
ment, and he could pass from one to the othey, sweeping across the
human heartstrings with an astonishing facility and o sure res-
ponse.  1Ie was not an artist in oratory. He rogarded his facility
of speech as an instrument and not as an end, and had little pride
in it, save for the means it gave him of working ont his purposes.

IS GRCAT POWELR A8 AN ADVOCATE AND ORATOR.

Tie waos indifferent 1o his reputation as o speaker, and took no
pains to correct or preserve lis addresses, and perhaps the only one
really representing what he was 1s his defence of Jolm Mageo, which
—1lie told me during {he state trial—he had himsell written out while
he wailed up Lo start for his cireuit on the morning after the delivery
of it.  He impre-sed himself upon his hearvers, not by niee attention
io the form of his sendences or the selection of bLis words, but by
vigorous repetition of the views he desired to inculeate, in such
language n» was mosl suited 1o those whom he addressed. Thus, Le
dealt. Tnbitually with juvies; and it was this repelition, in every
variety of phraze and with every aid of illustration, which enabled him
to fill the popular mind with his own coneeptions and meuld it aceord-
ing to his will. Ilc had the rare endowments of a stately presence
and a veiee almost unequaled in melody and compass; and these,
with his shill in reasoning and affluenceiof wit and fancy, commended
Dhim to all sorts ol people wherover he appoaved.  Once ho came down
as specinl counsel Lo a novihern county, and he was regavded as the
vory inearnation of evil by jurors who had known lhim in only their
irreconcilable political anlagonist. Lhey locked askance al Lim, and
would seareely hiear him ; but hefore he had concluded his speceh
he had won their adrivalion and their verdict, and established
kindly relations with them which were long maintained. T saw
bim in Edinburgh speaking Lo o mullitudinous asscembly of Scotch-

men, who had small love for the Irish agitator, and no aympathy
with his religion or his race, but when his voice rang out like a
trampet round the Calton Hill, he moved them to a passion of
enthusiasm such as I have rarely ever witnessed in his Irish
meetings.
Listen to

LORD LYTTOX'S DESCRIPTION OF O'CONNELL

ab a monster mesting :—
“ Oace to my sight the giant thus was glven,

Walled by wide air and roofed by boundless heaven ;

Benecath his fect the human ocean lay, ’

And wave on wave flowed iuto space awny,

Methoughl no clarion eould have sent jts seund

en to the contre of the hosts around ;

And, as 1 thought, rose the souorous swell,

As [rom soine church-tower swings the silvery Dell.

Aloft and elenr from airy tide to tide

It glided easy as a bird may glide—

To the last verge of that vast audicnee sent H

Tt played with each witd passion as it went ;

Now stirred the uproar—now the humor stilled,

And sobs or langhter answered as it willed,

Then did I know what spells of infinite choica

To rouse or lull has the sweet human voice.

Then did T leatn to send the sudden clew

Ta the grand, t:oublous life antique—to view,

Under the rock-stand of Domosthenes,

1Fnstable Athens heave her noisy seas.”

A QUARTER CENTURY OF IRELAND’® DARENESS——ATLMOST TO DESPAIR.

Pitt unable to fulfil his promises to Ireland, abandoned at
the King’'s bidding the scheme which might have given her a
happier future, and ultimately renounced a1l efforts to remove her
relipious disabilities. The peried which followed was very dreary
for her. Ii gave mo prospect of reliel. Bub for five-and-twenty
years hoping against hope, she still pressed onward, maintaining
her hootless struggle—uow in associations, again in committees,
often in populor assemblies, sometimes in the law cowrte—her
modes of action always varying, her objects always the same. It
was not a time of progress, hut a time of preparation. There was
continual movement, but little advance. The multitude was made
familiar with the story of their wrongs, and encouraged to seek
redress by hopes which were often baflled, but always revived.
(’Connell had not et attained that leadersnip which was ungues-
tioned in after days. Bubt he was momnting towards [it. He was
building up his legal reputation, and commanding more and more
the public confidence. Wherever work was to be done, or counsel
fo be given, or opposition overborne, in assertion of the Catholic
claims, there was he, ready fo speak or act, eager to sustain thejr
friends, audacious « l¢ owtrance, in defiance of their adversaries.
Associnted with able and frusted men, he was already the animat-
ing spivit of the movement. But for him, also, it was only a time
of preparation. He was nerving his strength and training his
energies for the supreme effort which was to win for him the name
of * Liberator.”

-

PLUNEETT AND GRATTAN.

Time went on, but the cause of the Catholics did not prosper
much, It had in the Imperial Parlinment the advecaey of Plun-
kett and Grattan—the firat astonishing the House by a masculine
vijror and a trenchant logic to which it had seen no parallel, and
the second displaying in hig latest years the unbroken power of
that electric eloquence which in his youth had stirred a nration’s
heart to passionate enthusiasm and high endeavor, and given him
a claim to Byron’s eulogy :—

With all that Demosthenes wanted endued,
And his vival of victor inallfhe poscossed.

The advozacy of such men was a providential agency, inforni-
ing the mind of England and dissipating the prejudices on which
soctavian ascendancy was based. And they were sustained by a
great party, of which I may now say without offence to anyone,
that, to its immortal honor, it refused to succumb to the in-
tolerance of royalty or purchage office at the expense of principle.
For many a long year the place of the friends of the Catholics was
in opposition, and they held that place with self-sbnegating faith-
fulness beyond all praise. In our own island

THE LIBERAL FROTESTANT

wag ostracized by the government, and systematically denied
emolunient of distinetion. Yet men like Robert Holmes and Louis
Perrin and Maziere Brady—-dear friends of mine, whose memory I
hold in reverence—were always found mindful of their duty and
careless of themselves. They hold aloft the banner of religio
liberty, round which we all profess to rally new, in evil days, when
to be its beaver was to defy authority and court exclusion; and
Catholic Ireland will be, indeed, disgraced if the time shall ever
come when she shall cease to be deeply grateful for the services
and sacrifices of those who did not share her faith or how before
her altars, but stood by her in her weakness, to their own grievous
injury, because they believed in the justice of her elaims.

THE ROYAL VISIT.

Wuch Lad heen accomplished by speech in Parlament and
writing in the press, and much by the example of steadfastness
displayed by honest men in the face of all discouragement. Its
opponents were led, at least, to consider the reasonableness of the
Catholic demand. Put its concession seemed indefinitely post-
poned ; and the people, tantalized and disgusted by the alternation
of tair hopes and bitter disappointments, sunk into a miserable
apathy. The visit of George IV.—an event of evil memory—
galvanised them into feverish expectation for o time. Butb they
soon learned that the King, hefore whom they had humbled them-
selves so slavishly, loved them as little as his royal father, and
they fell into the abject condition deseribed by one of the best and
most accomplished of them ail, Sir Thomas Wyse :—* The Catholic
spirit had totally prssed away.

THE DEAD BODY
ouly was loft behind.”  DBut

"Lisulways the darisest hynr neavest the dena



