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maintain with zeal their crusade against the Education
Act)’ . that “the laity, if they were left alone,
are quile content with the Aect, and would wish nothing
better than to take advantage of the benefils it affords.”
These words, in reference to the Iaity, are notoriously un-
true. The Catholie laity of Vieteria have unanimously de-
clared that they are discontented with the Edueation Act,
and have given the most undoubied proofs of their deter-
mination not to take advantage of the benefits it affords, by
refusing universally to permit their children to attend
Government Schools, and by establishing and maintaining
at very great expense, from their private resources, without
any aid from the Grovernment,and in the tecth of the scanda-
lous oppesition of the Government, schools of their own,
notwithstanding the enormous plunder extorted from them
by the Crovernment for the purpose of maintaining in their
midst a godless system of education.  All this is notorions,
and yet this correspondent of the ¢ Times’ has the andacity
to write that “ the Ialty, if they werc left alone, are quite
content with the Act.”

Again, this writer says :—“ A Roman Catholie paper, of
violent and bigoted character, printed in this cily, &o.”” He
refers to the * Advoeate’ All who habilually read this
paper know that this deseription is utterly untrue. The
¢ Advocate’ is the very opposite of violent: its charaeteris-
tic is mildness, and as a rule its atiitude iz that of mere
defence. Aund a busy time it has of 1t, refuting the ealum-
nies of the other Melbourne nowspapers, and labouring to
seb them right on Cathelie topies. As to bigotry, it is only
a correspondent of the ‘Daily Times' could accuse it of
anything of the kind. The ‘Advocate’ never attacks any
man’s relirion, never calumniates it, never misrepresents
it, never tries to insult i, or its ministers, never falscly
attributes odious motives, views, principles, or proceedings
to opponents.  But this is precisely what the other Mel-
hourne newapapers and Melbourne correspondents usually
do in reference to Catholies.

Thirdly, the correspondent of the ¢ Otago Daily Times’
writes to his employers in Now Zealand as follows :—* At
the public mectings they have held, their clergy have not
serupled Lo talk about likerty of conscience andindividual
frecdom, with the grossest forgetfulness of the known fact
that these principles have been solemnly cursed by Pore
Pivs IX., and declared to be irreconcilable with the true
faith.,” This is a moustrous lie.  Prus IX. has not cursed
liberty of couscicnee and individual frecdom, nor has he
declared them to be irreconcilable with the true faith, This
calumny of the Melbourne correspondent of the * Otago
Daily Times’ has been denied and refuted a thousand tines;
and 1t cannot be supposed that any one deemed capable of
writing for a daily newspap.r 18 ignorant of the fach At
$his moment such ignorance is impossible. Every news-
paper man has reaq all the literature of the recent contro-
versy provoked by Mr. Gravsroxe’s Expostulation : and,
surely, Dr. Nrwamax's replies have been attentively studied
by all.  The ¢ Daily Times’ correspondent must, thervefore,
have read the subjoined passage from this gifted writer in
answer to Mr. GLADSTONE—viz : “ When men advocate
the rights of conscience, they in no sense mean the rights
of ihe Creator, nor the duty to Him in thonght and deed, of
the ereature ; but the right of thinking, speaking, writing and
acting, according to their judgment or their humour, without

mtiny thought of Gop atall. They do not even pretend to go
by any moral rule, bub they demand what they think is an
Englishman's prerogative, to De his own master in all
things, and to profess what he pleases, asking no one’s leave,
and accounting priestor preacher, speaker or writer, un-
utterably impertinent, who dares to say a word against his
going to perdition, if he liked it, in his own way, Con-
selence has rights, because it has duties; but in this age,
with a large portion of the publie, it i the very right and
freedom of conscience to dispense with conscience, to ig-
nore 3 law-giver and a judge, to be independent of wnscen
obligations. Tt becomes a license to take up any or no re-
ligion, to take up this and that and let it go again, to go to
church, to go to chapel, to boast of being above all reli.
gions, and to be an impartial critie of each of them. Con-
gcience is a stern monitor, but in this century it has been
superseded by a counterfeit, which the cighteen centuries
prior to it never heard of and could not have mistaken for
1t, if they had. It is the right of self will.” And it is this
counterfeil called, by some writers, “liberty of conscience,”
that P1us IX. has condemued, not rcal liberly of con-
science,
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Taz entertainment in aid of the Library Fund of the Juvenile
Contingent, H.A.C.B.8., will be held cn Thursday evening next in
the_ schoolvoom. Mr. Chas. Sykes will preside at the piano, and.
we hope to see a crowded houvge,

Tuz * unemployed” of Dunedin, in public meeting assembled
have resolved to send a petition to the Danedin M.H.R.s, askine
them to use their influence to stop immigration from Great Britain.

ToweartrRo has recently been very active, which has cansed
some speculation in sclentific circles. The <Post’ assigns two
plausible theories, one a determination that Iceland shall not out-
do New Zealand in the matter of eraptions, and the other that the
Maori gianl being o strong anti-Provineialist, and disgnsted at the
dilatory action of Parliament in »e abolition, is determined to take
the matter into his own hands., But might not the hypothesis be
hazarded that with land jebbings, miners’ vights’ swindling, Hall’'s
neadl service, and bauking disclosures, his howels are tro;bled for
the future of the country. The theory we advance is, we submit;
deserving of more weight than the other two, and we he}.ieve,
will be accepted by our politicians. :

It appeared during the late criminal sessions, that most of the
Chinese in Otago are Buddhists, and helieve in the transmigration
of zouls. °

Ix Terbert v. the Otago Waste Lands Board, in which the de-
fendanis moved to dissolve an ¢x parte injunction restraining defendants
from deoling with certain deferred payment Iands on the f{eriot Hun-
dreds, Iis Honor My, Justice Williams bas given Jjudgment, His
Homnor was “ clearly ” of opinion “that the plaintiff had ro equity to
come bo this Court for an injunction, and that the injunction must he
dissolved.” 30 ends the case, the motion for attachment iy which
caused so much excitement, and under which Messrs Reid Clark,
and Bastings were to be **committed Lo the common ga.ol.”' Howj
ever, if it is any eonsolation, as martyrs these gentlemen will doubt-
less bear “lecping ” till somo future time.  Good men are rave, pud
we nust preserve our land law reformers, ’

Hi1s Honor the Superintendent of Otago is to be entertained at o
banquet on his veturn from Wellington. A a meeting, ot whichtthe
banguet was resolved o, it was agreed unanimously, “That while we
admire Mr. Macandrew as a public man, we especially approve of his
late action in relation to the Abolition Bill,”’

It is the intention of a dozen of Aucklond’
take advantage of the Government offer of the
alter the session to challeage
choss tournament by wire.

8k Grorcr Bowrw's “blowin’” Lour is about dp
elose. Il leaves for his own dominion on Decomber
Once move Vietoria’s proud vice-regal halls w
words of sunny Greere, varfed with egotistieal gush of “ What 1 saw
in my travels.” Sir Fulius Vogel—we don’t know if there is anv-
thing in the coineidence—is to return with him, and the same sh}Y)
which brings Lo sorrowing Victoria its Iost governor will brin t%;
cqually sorvowing New Zealand its once idolised finnncisr, &

Tnr chief political event of the week lins been tlie evidence of
My, Bridges, now of the National and formerly of the Bank of N
Zealand, before the Public Accounts Committee. My, Bridges de-
clared it to be his opivion that by somo corrupt means the Govern-
ment had been induced to give more for the Port Chalmers mailwa
line than it was worth, and refused to be more specific unless indembf
nified. Subsequently, before the house, Mr. Bridges made a retracta-
tion, in which he said that he had since found his statements had been
made on erroneous and insuflicient grounds.  This, howerver, was not
considered satisfactory, and the matter is to be pushed ’01- ab all
events is to be apparently pushed further. We ahall ses.

Al [3 1] ? . -

'].I_iE G—ga.uhm} has numerons sub-le{ulers, verbose in qull
prose, intermixed with slale poetical quotations, lugged
how. Thesc sub-leaders are almost as flat, fearful, o
those in the * Daily Times” on manieipal topics.

WuiLe members of the Dunedin arbor Board arve
konorarinms, Rattray streel wharf remains unlighted, an
arrviving after dark run imminent visk of having [imbs bro
drowned.,  Surely this state of things should
unremedied.

Mesgrs Ropin & Co,, of the Octagon, have lately huilt o splendid
Jandau for o Dunedin gentleman. It is much admired, and, with the
increase of wealth in the country and the spirit of socinl rivalry, will
no doubt lead to others being built. Asa work of entirely L‘Ofonial
industry it is deserving of high praise,
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CrrTAIN Green Tsland colliery proprietors, taking exampl A
parently from the Harbor Board and the ballastmen, hga.ve waiI;:q'!g:;l
the Depuby Superintendant, arging that Lhe sliding scale necording to
which conls are conveyed long dislances be altered to a rate to he the
same per mile over any number of miles. They were afraid, it was
very evident, of compelition from the * Real Mackay ** and Kaitaneata,
ILis Monor plainly told them e thought the Government would nok
agree {0 their request.

In Sardinin as well as in Corsica, fends Letween families run
high, and many of the members of these inimical houses, who live
in the same swmall lown, have not heen scen to speak to cach within
the memory of man. Recently, however, the Bishops of Tempio
and Ozieri brought the chiefs of the contending families in their
dioceses together, and induced them to become friends in the pres-
ence of a vast multitnde at the foot of the cross. Surely, it may
well be said of these bishops, ©“ Blessed ave the peacemakers,”




