
BELGIUM.
A Brussels paper gives a painful account of the ex-Empress
CharlotteofMexico. Herphysical health is good,buthermental
conditionis hopeless. She lives in constant communicationwithimaginarybeings, and dislikes thepresence of a,ny living person.She speaks only when obliged to do so, and gives orders toher
attendants in writing. She dresses herself without sufferingassistance,takesa fixedwalkin thepark,everymorning whenfine,
frequently plays on the pianoforte, and sometimes draws andpaints-withdecided taste. She recognizesnovisitors,not evenherbrother,KingLeopold,or the Queen. The latteralways accom-panies the physician on his monthly visit, when, in reply tohisinquiriesas to herhealth, theEmpress coldly says she is well,andimmediately retires. She has become stouter, and shows atendencyto corpulency, butat present it is stated that thishasonly increasedherbeauty,which is now trulystriking.

"Twelve poitnds for a threshing machine!" exclaimeda> toy
whenhe saw thecardon one for sale.

"Why, mother onlypays
fiveshillingsapair for her slippers \"

Plato'ts schoolwa3not open alike to the youth ofbothsezea
though one might suppose there were young ladies among hia
pisciples,wehear bomuchof Pla-tonic attachments,

JSTEW TABLET. [Friday, September to, 18^5.
THE EDITOR OF THE DAY.

Tiim actualeditoris avastly inferior being to themarvellousone
conjuredup by the fine fancy of a sagacious public. Oneroom
contains him, and his lips fail to penetrate through the walls.
During the day ho is a charitable public- institution. He is
credited withbeing inrespect of knowledge anincarnate encyclo-
pedia, duly indexedforreferenceor anendoweddispensarywhereat
information and advice may be had by all comers gratis. His
purse andhis patience arcbelieved to be inexhaustible,andhe ia
resorbedtoas if he were apump,to which empty vessels may go
da,y by day andcome away replenished— the generalnotion being
that there is a perennial supply of wealthdeep down inhim,and
that ithasbe reachedas wellsinkersreachwater,by 'boring.'.It
ishis misfortune,not his fault, that there exists anindestructiblo
superstition by which- his broad-sheetis lookedcupon as an un-
enclosed common,upon whichthe villagers may.turntheir geese
and their grunters, or expatiate-in freedom unrestrained. No
vigilance of his can disabusesome outsidersof thenotionthat the
correspondencecolumnis like one ofthose bitsof.wasteland which
need'filling tip,' andupon whichthere is a board thus lettered

—
'
Rubbish may be shot here.' He is called upon todecidebets.

Hereceives every week as many applications for place or employ-
ment,or privatefavor, as ifhe had just been elected presidentof
the American Republic. His specialafflictionconsistsof thepeople

j feveredwith'afad
'— inventors,incipientbards,hobbyists— writers.'

whocannot write,and amateurs who aresurer of theirgenius than.
! their grammar. Persons come to him sleek, smiling, andsmooth
|of speech, andmost suspiciously civil,to express theiradmiration'
of his journal,and tolay before him ahappy thought of theirs

—
a

thought inspired by their desire to serve him. Visitors of this
complimentary kind generally want,tinder somepretextof public
spirit, to air a private grudge, (o indulge an animus against a
business rival, to secure a valuable advertisementwithoutpaying
for it,or to 'improve,' or 'to addanew and attractive feature to

'
your paper"for 'a consideration;

'
and when you so far fail to

appreciate their courteous solicitude as to tell them that your
waste-paperbasketnightlyreceivesitshalf-bushelorso of 'respect-
fully declineds/ they depart convinced that the freedom of the
press is a figment,and that the great wantof theage is aninde-
pendentpaper.

________«__«««_

THE FUTURE OF EUROPE.
The Tiew takenby the 'PallMall Gl-azcile'is that the fate of Europe
dependson the willand the lives of threemen

—
PrinceBismarck, the

Czar,and the Pope. "
Howmuch," Bays the

'Gazette,'" depends on
theduration of two of these livos;.how much might he changedby
the terminationof the third! And is thera even the averagesecurity
for the long duration of any of the thrco ? This week Pius IX.
entered upon his eighty-fifthyear. Prif.ce Bismarck is neither in
point of age nor in point of heall.li a life to which one could con-
fidentlyaddanother decade. Heis anoverworkedsuper-sensitiveman
of upwards of sixty, bearing a greater load of official anxieties and
responsibility than has been borne by any statesman of this century.
Heinarches under it— but less erectly and with not so firma step,
noticeably, ashe was wont to do. The Czar isnot old,biit thenhe is
not strong. Hehas been for somotune inthat stalewhich isdescribed
as 'giving anxietyto his friends ;'andobservers of his appearanceat
Berlinreport the improvement in his health in very guardedterms.
The lifeof no oneof these three iseuch that men of prudencewould
count upon its long continuance with any degreeof confidence, and
the death of any one of them might, and probably would,alter the
"wholeaspect ofEuropeanaffairs." The deathof thePopeno doubt,
might bemade a pretext Dy Germany for analterationinher policy
toward the Papacy

—
a policy which has destroyed her safety and

"trength. The death of the Emperor Alexander would be fraught
withmomentous consequences in another way. Itwould removethe
controlof the policy of Eussia from thehands of a Sovereign whois
at leaston a footingof personalsympathy with theGermanEmperor,
to placeit in thehands of a successor whose sympathies and likings
arebelieved to incline stronglythe other way. AndaCzar sympathiz-
ing with France would not be the most likely or the best qualified
moderatorof the hatredwith which a largeportionof.his subjects
regard Germany. The 'Gazette'says :—":

— "On the effects of the death
of Bismarck itis unnecessaryto speculate,for every onemust feel that
the removalof a statesman whose policyhas been more emphatically
personal than that of any statesman perhaps within living memory,
and whoseindividuality makes itself felt at every turn of German or
evenEuropeanpolitics, wouldbe far-reaching indeed. But the death
of the Emperorof Germany himself

—
another agedmm

— might also
seriously affect the future The strong will and the keenvisionof
the statesman would yet remain, but they would energize under
different conditions;thematerialuponwhich the ImperialChancellor
■would have to work would be altogether^changed, andtherewith the
resultsof its operation,probably."

In this relation we may say that there is no fear that thehealth
of the Pope is breaking down. The Roman correspondent of the'
Journal de Bruxelles' writes that in the course of a conversation

which he hadquite recently at the Vatican with one of the Pope's
medicaladvisers,that gentleman said to him :—":

— "Undoubtedlyhe is
eighty-four years of age, but his sight, hearing, memory, intellect,
vivacity of reparteeare those of aman in full vigor. His health is
good and resists incessant work, misfortunes and vicissitudes which
would bring down anordinary constitution. He is,in fact, inperfect
health, has no infirmities, &vA maystill live for many years. Imust
also declare that he submits himself willingly to our prescriptions,
whichhe didnot formerly. Last weekhe was bled,ashe is alwaysat
the changes of the seasons. His medical advisers follow the old

-practice, andhehas not to complainof it."— 'Pilot.'

VICTOR HUGO.
A TEW months since, M.Fouchei*, thebrother-in-lawto Victor Hugo,
a literaryman of much abilityand a Catholic, died and was buried
withall therites of theChurch. Victor Hugo was presout,and, totho surprise of all, seemed toenter entirely into the spirit of the cere-
monies, kneelingat the elevation,and usingholy wateratappropriate
times. This facthas greatlydispleasedsome of M. Hugo's friends,
who consider that itis a sign of areturn on his part to theChurchwhichheentered when a youth. The editors of the 'Rappel* mustindeedfeel annoyedat him for this "misbehaviourj" he ought to
havefollowedtheir exampleand to have stayed outside the church
during the funeral. This would have been more consistent, butM.
Hugonever wasandnever willbe consistont;his good sense tenches
him that the Catholic Church teaches tho true religion, andit is his
vanity alono which leads him astray. There is scarcely one of his
booksinwhichhe has not acknowledged the beauty and truthof the
Catholic Church, andyetalmost everything he has writtensince he
has beena man, has been with a view of injuring religion. Who
knows what thoughtspassed throughhismind whilst standing at the
footof M.Foucher's coffin and listening to prayers which were so
familiartohis .youth? It -would, indeed, be a great consolationif,
before ho dies,VictorHugo returns to the faithand publicly retracts
hismany errors.

IS THE KEELEY MOTOR A FRAUD ?
Itisnot safe to conclude -with the 'Scientific American,'andthe vast
body of incredulousunscientific Americans, that there is nothingin
Keeley's new motor

—
but fraud. He was the most indifferent, of

smatierers who,-when a youngenthusiast, namedMorse, went lectur-
ing through thecountry to very indifferentaudiencesabouthis new
motor, electricity, couldnot prove that the telegraph was in the first
place impious,andin the second impossible. Itmaybe

—
we do not

caythatitis so
—

thatKeeleyhasfoundsomethingworthlookingafter.
His secrethas not beenauthoritatively madeknown, but itis said to
be the expansivepower,of carbonic acidgas. At 32 degreesFaren-
heit carbonicacid is liquidunder a pressure of 36 atmospheres. It
canbe solidifiedby being placedunder greater pressure ina freezing
mixture. From this solid proceeds a vapor with the most amazing
expansivoproperties. This subject has been investigated by a cor-
|respondent of the"' SavannahNews,' who gives the followingtable:—:

—
',- At 5 degrees Fabr. thepressureinpoundsper squareinch is 372.
I At10degrees Fahr.the pressureinpoundsper square inch is 403.

At20 degreesFahr. thepressure inpoundsper squareinchis 560.
At 40 degreesFahr. thopressureinpoundsper squareinchis 697.
At 45degrees Fahr.thepressure inpoundsper squareinch is1080.

iThe solidificationof carbonic acid gas was first achievedby Thilorier,
jinPans. The strengthof tho gas maybe judged from the fact that
acast-iron apparatusof enormous strength burst during one of his
experiments,killinganattendant. The bursting ofsoda-waterfoun-
tains,whichsometimes happen,is aninstance of thewonderful power
of thisgas. The mysterious casualityiv Bostona few weeks ago, in
whicha large tenement building, the first floor of which was occu-
piedby a drug-store, was,blownto atoms withgreatloss oflife, leav-
ingno trace of the source of mischief, was beyond doubt anillustra-
tion of whatKeeley's motor can do if left to itßelf. The reservoirof
carbonicacidgas exploded. Here is a power far beyond that of
eteam. -Isitcertain that nothingcanbe done tomake itmanageable ?
The chemistries say that the tension given off by the vapor from the.
solidifiedgas is higher than that from any other known substance^*-
They differ, apparently, with the correspondent of the 'Savannah
News

'quoted above,in that they say that the tension of the vapor
is developedby lowering insteadof raising the temperature, asusual
withother gasea. Here is the power beyond a doubt;has Keeley
harnessed it ? We catcha resemblancein the description of hisma-
chine to the apparatus used by Thilorier. A fine hair tubeplays a
prominentpart in the Keeleymachine. Thilorierdiscovered that, if
hoallowedthe liquid gas to escapo through a small tube into abrasa
box,au. evaporationfollowed sopowerful thatit solidifiedtho rest of
the gas. This solidis the seat of tho expansive power that gas dis- ■

plays. Carbonicacidgas is very cheap.^t&caiibe made out of marble
and vinegar;itcan easily be liquified?;^ and. liquified,will freezeit-
Belf;frozen,it can be made to produce v a vapor" stronger thanthat
fromany other known substance. If Mr Keeley has not foundout
how to domesticate this creature, some otherinventor will be likely
to do it beforelong.— 'Pilot.*
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