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of the third century and in the form of books, Thiu and the Virgil
are considered the oldest manuseripts in existence. Here also is
ong of the three great Biblical manuscripts which contend with
each other for the greatest antiquity~-the * Codex Vaticanus.”
It gontains the Old and New Testaments, with various omissiona or
chaams, and is written in capital letters. Bach page has three
columns, except in some places of the Old Testament. It is placed
usually at the middle of the third or'the forth century, This great
Biblical and textual autho:ity was removed by the French Com-
minsioners to the Imperial Library of Pazis in 1797, together with
five hundred and one other maunscripts, among which wers the
famous Virgil, Terrence, Homer, Ceesar, and Piantus of the Vatican,
besides obher rare books. But in 1814 mnd 1815 these were all
restored. Among the rare manuseripts of Hebrew Bibles is very
large Hebrew Bible formerly in the library of the Dukes of
Urbino ; for which, though it is so ponderous as to require two men
to carry it, Venetian Jews are said to have offered its weight in
gold, A Greek manuscrips of the Acis of the Apostles, written in
gold letiers, and presented t¢” Innocent VIIT. by the Queen of
Cypress, is worthy of note. The “ Annals” of Baronias, in twelve
volumes written with his own hand; a copy of Dante’s * Divina
Comedia,” in the handwriting of Boeceacio, and sent by him to Pet-
varch, with his corrections; and another autograph of Tasso, in-
cluding a sketch of his “ Gieursalemme Liberats,” written when
nineteen years of ags, are all to be found in this antograph collec-
tion. To this list might be sdded Henry VIIL’s love lotters to
Anne Boleyn, nine in French and eight in English. Here, also, is
FPyneon's dedication copy, on vellum (London, 1521), of the same
sovereign’s treatise against Luther, which won for the king the
title of “ Defender of the Faith.”— Ladios’ Repository.’

WAIFS AND STRAYS.
D el = —

ADYERTISEMENTS V. COMMERCIAT TRAVELLERS.—An American
journal writes thug lovingly of itself and its confreres as vehicles
for advertisements to the frade addressed:—An advertisement if
Your businees paper has most of the merits and nane of the vices on
commercial travellers, besides many advantages entirely its own.,
1st. It travels in all divections at onee, and visits your oustomers
punctually, 2nd. It interests them in every town, and is building
up the general prosperity, while it is foithfully transacting your

articular business. 3rd, It talks with thousands of tongues, and
as the confidence of its hearers. 4th, It does’nt get drunk. 5th,
It doea’nt bet, or play at billiards, pool or loo. 6th, It does’nt
bring in any supplementary fancy bill of expenses. 7th, It requireg
no commiasion. 8th. It does’nt swell roand on the credit and name

of your house. 9th. It never gets mad and threatens to transter |
10th. It never sets np |

its good-will to & competitor in business.
in business itself on the credit it has built up at your expense, or
has artfully filched from you. 1lth, It dezs’nt add so much to
your éxpenses 28 to reduce to gzere the margin you would like o
offer to good customers. 12th. Tt does’nt cost many hundreds of
pounds a year, but brings customers to you and makes them your
personal friends.

- Tux Lowpor Ponice—No man is admitted to the Tondon
Motropolitan Police who stands less than five {eot seven imches
without ghoes or stockings, and it is rather amuaing to it by and
guietly watch, as one after another they come up to the standard,

e is conacious of a good couple of inches to spare, aud stalks up
with adigmified self-eomplacency ; the next evidently has his doubts
about it, and comes forward with & face full of anxicus concern.
He stretchon up his eyebrows, purses his under lip, sticks out his
thumbs with painful rigidity, and finally endeavors to make = littls
use of hig toes. This won’t do, however. “ Turn up your toes,” ia
the stern mandate, and down he drops, =

! nd perhaps a quarter of
an inch below regulation height. If with the toes turnad up there

seoma to be & donbt about the heels being fairly on the ground, a
alip of paper is put underneath, and lightly pu{led. Tha raising
of the heels will of course liberate the paper,

Tex Peinrae’s Arr.—The following analysis of the contents
of one days’ number of the London * Times’ is given by the Spirit
of the ¢ Duily Preas” :—The * Times’ of May 19 consisted of twenty
pages—one hundred and -twenty columns of well-printed type,
seventy-three of which were advertisements. This mmount of
printing—eabout equal to five volumes of an ordinary novel—was all
accomplished in less than a day and night! Lat us see what all
this means, Calculated roughly, it meens 31,343 lines, 813,430
words, 2,203,910 letters ; or, inclusive of the metal slips betweon
the lines and paragraphs, not fawer than 2,800,050-—or perhaps
three millicn—separate and distinet picces of metal picked up
letter by letter, and pladed in reguolarand conse.utive order go that
sny reader may refer to any paragraph with eage, celerity, and
pleasure. This is the * Times’ newspaper of to-day.

Sax FBANCIZECO OF THEN PRESENT.—IN many ways San Fran-
cinco is & city of contrasts, In population, in amount of buminess
and wealth, in the developemont of its civiligation, in everything,
in fact, that goes to make capacity—it is old, while the years of its
life yet number less than thirty. ~Its streets are narrow and unin.
Souing; most of the houses of wood, in many places tottering to

ecay. One section of it is squalid and £lthy boyond vompare,
while alongeide of them the largest hotel in the world rears its
mansion walls, fanked by a dozen other insignifieant edifices ; liv-
ing snd the necessnries of life are expensive, but, for sll that, »
man can have an ample and luxurious lunch or dinner for nothing.
‘Tne men, as before remarked, are as a rule, courteous and polite to
ench other, but if a * difficulty” does unfortunately take place it
generally ends in the death or mutilation of ore or more of the
parties concerned. The climate, though equally removed from the
extremes of heat or cold, is yet subject to great and sudden changes
of temperature, and then, though no one complains of cold, every-

oo a4 b vule cotches colds The majority of the population of the

city is comparatively poor, but the wealthy men of San Francisco
are perhaps the wealthisst men of the world. There are plenty of
millionaires among them, while two individuals are supposed to
hare between them the astounding income of two million pounds
sterling anmually, 8o muech for a city which, twenty-six years ago,
was nothing but a few tents scattered along  sandy and somewhat
barren shore.

How 10 BraT THE SAVAeR.—The cunning Frenchwen has con-
trived & novel way to impress the barbaric mind. M. De Brazea,
who haa charge of the expedition to Semegal, carries an electrio
battery in his packet communicating with fwo rings on his hand,
tnd with other apparatus scattered whout his person. When he
shakes hands with a eavage chief, that chief will be very much
astonished, for an_electric shoek will fun up his arm, and he will
sos lightening playing playing about the head of his visitor.
Naturally he will think he iz being interviewed by the devil, and
will bo ready t> consent to anything in order to get away.

Irisz Bxrnzcs.—A lawsuit has been decided in London which
coneerned the disposition of some interesting Irish relies. The
guit was instituted for the administration of the will of the
Marchioness of Thomond in 1868, which contained a clauge giving
to Lugiuw O’Brian, Baron Iuchiquin, the family diamonds, four
bogoak tablets with the history of Brian Boroimhe, and various
other articles enumerated. The testatrix died on the 22nd of
October, 1874.  8ir Lucius O’Brien, Baron Inchiquin, died in May,
1872, and the defendant, Edward Donough, the present Baron
Inchiquin, his successor, claimed the diamonds and china plates.
The Vice-Chancellor decided that the defendant, Lord Inchiquin,
was entitled to the diamonds, ete., without prejudice to the gues-
tion whether he was entitled to them far life only or absolutely,
and the trustees must hand those articles over to him on his sign.
ing and piving an inventory of them; and there must also he s
declaration that the bog-oak tablets were given to Lucius O'Brien,
Baron Inchiquin, and lapsed by his death.

* ORIGIN 0F THE TxeM Cawakp.—The origin of the tetm Canard,
“duck,” in the sense of a journalistic untruth is by H. von Wurzbach
in his *“Historische Worser” attributed to u M. Egyde Aubert
Cornelissen, of Brussels, a journalist, who once published u little fable,
without any moral, on this wise: “The voracity of ducks is well
known, but up to the period of the following experiment, it eould nob
be caleulated with any nearness how much they could swallow, Oune
of & flack of twenty ducks was taken, killed, chopped up as it was and
thrown to the nineteen remaining ducks, who immediately devourad it
down. The same course was followed with the remainder Lill thera
was bub one left, gorged with the flesh and blood of its fellows.” This
story made the round of Kurope, and was re-imported from America
*s o new fact in natural history. 'The very unplessant cannibalistie
canard who came twentieth in the story, is, says Wurzbach, the pavent
of all lnter birds of the same feather,

Avexinorg Vo¥ Huxsoror.—This painstaking traveller waa
equally psinstaking ss & correspondent, Up to the age of eighty.six
| he conducted his own eorrespondence, which was an enormous one, in
¢ his own person. On account of Lis position at the Conrt of Berlin,

he was mide the recipent of letters, not ouly from scientific men, but
from all sorts and conditions of men. From his own country, from
Italy, England, France, snd Americs, he was bombarded with lettors,
He received sn aversge evary year of over thrse thousand, and
answored two thousand, his account for stamps running up to 560 or
600 tholers—£75 to £00 » year. In apite of the wearisomness of hix
correspondezce ke would not recsive the help of & wecretary,

How Biw Fuizomco wias Waman.—Thes vory vemavkable
book, * Genersl Bhermaw's Memeims,” coutains somse informasion as
$0 the manner in whick Ban Fraccisco obisined ite usine, whick we
do not remember to have seen in print before. Iu the summoer of
1548, Generai Sherman, then an artiilery Lioutsnant; was stationed in
Californis, and, in recalling reminiscences of thowse days, he _in}put:
the information of which we bhave spoken. While at Benieis, on
Carquines Straits, ke became aequainted withk Dr, Sempls, sn
IHingisan, who published the ¢ Californian,’ which afterwards became
the ‘Alts California' of to-day. This Dr. Semple, foresseing the
growth of » great city somewhers on the Bay of 8an Fraocisco,
selectod a site on Carquinez Strsits and laid out s city which wag
called Franciscs, in honor of the wifs of Geueral Vallejo. At thia
time, the name of the town near the mouth of the bay was Yerba
Buena. Some of the prominent men of the lstter placs, foresesing
that Francisca might be & zival, and thot there was something in a
name, induced the Council to change the mome from Yerba Buens ta
Hon Fraucisco, Gen. Vallsio was very much incenssd st the adop-
tion of o name so0 closely ressmbling Franciscs, and in turn changed
the name of his town to Benicis, which wae Mr. Vallejo's othor
name, ahd 3an Frauciseo and Benicia the two places remain to this
dey. General Shorman says: *“‘That Bonicia has the best natural
sito for & commercial city I' st satisfled ; and, had half the money
and half the labour since bestowsd upon San Franciseo been expendad
ot Benicis, we should Liava at this day » city of pslaces on the Car-
quinez Straits,

Tug Deuxxanp’s WiLL.~—“1 leave to sovisty s ruined character,
& wratched sxample and s memory that will soon rot, I loave to my
parents for the rest of their lives, as much worrow as humanity in s
feeblo and decrepid state can woll sustain. T leave to my brothers
and sisters aa much mortifieation a8 I could Lring upon them, I
lenve to my wife & broken heart, a lifo of wretchedness and shams, to
wasp over my premature desth. 1 give and bequeath to each of my
children ignorance and low charscter, aud the rememberance that
their father was o brute.”

Tea Carr or 01 Crorms-~—An oil cloth requires eaveful
treatment, and should never bo acrubbed with a brush, but after
being swept with the long-handled hair-brushes that are made for
the purpose, it should be carefully washed thh_ a large goft .cloth,
dipped into milk and water, holf-and-half, or it the milk ia not
obtainable, tepid water without sosp. The latter ruing oil cloth,
by taking off the brightaess of the point, and it ghould never be




