
country;" and yet, whenmatters take a differentcourse,we find the*
opinionsof the'Star

'
tobe that the result of the meetingwas soun-

importantas tomake comment needless. Just so,and truly further
commentonboth'Star'and

'
Guardian

'
is equallyneedless.

The followingspecimen fromthe'CromwellArgua
'
isuniqne:— "TheTabletis exceedingly wroththatwe shouldpreferCham-

bers'Encyclopaediato its ipsedixitas an authority about thebirth-
day of Daniel O'Connell, and devotesin last number nearlyhalf a,
columnof space toput itselfright. To effect this, our iratecon-
temporaryquotesfromthe 'DublinEveningPost' of1827, wherein
itstates aletterappearedfromO'Connellhimself,notifying to~all
whomit mightconcern thathewasbornon- the 6thday of August,
1775. We are not prepared to dispute this quotation of the
Tablxt,ourchronological knowledge not being equalto 50 years
back,nordo weconceive tliatit makes much, difference lo thepre-^
sent generationwhetherthe illustriouspatriot cameintothe world
on the 6thor the9lh. The authority wegaye

—
Chambers

—
is one

ofworld-widereputation,seldomin error,and implicitly trustedas
areliablesourceof information. We can readily understand that
itwouldneverdo for the Tablet-to allowitself tobe shakenas to
itsknowledgeof thelife andworksof the great Irishman, andas
it seemslikely to lose credit for correctness amonghis country-
men, weconcedethepointgracefully, and cast Chambers to the
dogs. Wemay, however, remark that wehad looked for bettev
things fromthe Tablet t̂han mixing up the revered name of a
manwhose memoryit professed tohonor and glorify withribaldry
and pointless jest,which neither strengthen our contemporary's
argument,norgracehis columns." We give theparagraphin its
entirety, so as to be acquitted of unfairness, and may therefore
makea few-selections withoutbeingaccused of alteringthe sense.
The 'Argus,'afterhaving commenced the controversy in which, it
hasbeenworsted,nowunconsciously lampoonsitself in the follow-
ing1 words:

— "Nor do we conceive that it makes muchdifference
to the presentgeneration,whetherthe illustriouspatriotcatne into,
the worldon the6th or the 9th." True, O King;and hadyou
heldthe same opinionwhen you thought you loere right, you would
nothave now to make the above

" graceful
"

apology. Butcir-
circumstancesalter cases, and what appears a matter of little
moment, now that theTablet is right and the 'Argus

'
-wrong-,

bore quite adifferentaspect whenit was hoped the positionswere
reversed. The 'Argus

'
tellsits readersthat,havingbeen proved

in error,it"concedes the point gracefully." Perhaps so;but we
imagine mostpeople who read the above will come- to the con-
clusionthat the"gracefulness

"
of that journal is on a par with

the correctnessof its statements. One more word and we have
done. The " Argus

' says we have " ribaldry and pointless jest,
whichneitherstrengthen ourargument nor grace our columns."
We areafraid the editorof the "' Argus

'
has devotedmuch valu-

able timetoporingovertheEncyclopaediato theneglectof the dic-
tionary. We donot seek to"grace

"
our columns as the'Argus

'
does withwords, the meaning of which we are ignorant, and our

'arguments are strengthened by one quality sadly lackingin those
of ourcontemporary

—
reliability.

Mr.Stout, the newly-elected member for Caversham,made
hismaiden speech'in the House of Representativeson the 27th
ult.,and thecorrespondentsfrom the seatof Governmentareunani-
mousintheir termsof commendation. Althoughcontaining many
excellent and telling points, and thoroughly logicalthroughout,
theportionofhis speech telegraphed.to the Dunedin journals loses
much of its effectby the jerky,disconnectedwayin whichitis put
together. This, however, must be attributedto the telegraphist
ratherthan to thespeaker. Mr.Stoutspoke for overanhour,and
was frequently interrupted by-cheers from the Opposition, the
wholeHouse joiningintheapplauseauits conclusion.

The demonstration in Melbourne in commemoration of the
O'Connell Centenary extendedover four days, andprovedinevery
wayaBuccesa. The address was deliveredin St. Francis' Churoh.
by theBey.FatherO'MalleyontheSunday following. The church,
wascrowdedto its utmost capacity, it being estimatedthat2500,
persons werepresent. A small oil painting of the greatliberator
was hung in the pulpit,and agreen pot of soil from the tombof
O'Connell, in which, grew a flourishing sprig of shamrock, was
placedbesidethepreacher.

Th» Albion withthe Suezmail onboard'arrivedat theBluff
at noonon the 27thult.,after arunof three daysseventeenhours.,
being the fastestpassageonrecord. The intelligencebrought has
been, however, in a greatmeasure forstalled by the Californian
mail. Itisheart-rending toread thedetails of the disastrous in-
undations in France,

—
the sacrifice of life and property being

almostunparalleledinmagnitude. Upwardsof 3000 valuablelives
have beenlost, andpropertyto the extentof over twelvemillions
sterling, destroyed. Whole villages have been swept away,and
where some few months since happy families and contentedcom-
munities weregatheredtogether, there now remains butdevasta-
tionanddestruction. Closeuponone hundredthousandpeoplearc
destitute and homeless, and in Toulouse alone twenty thousand
have beenleft withoutaroof. The thriving littlevillage of Ver-
dun,whichnumbered500houses,has almostentirely disappeared,—

but five now remaining to tell where the village oncestood.—
With regard to the proposed trip of His Boyal Highness, we

noticethatnomentionhas been made of his visitingAustraliaor
New Zealand. The routeset downhas beenBombay,Poona,Cey-
lon, Hyderabad, Calcutta, Nepauland Benares. It is possible,
however,that thedistinguished visitor will include thecoloniesin
his route. The newly-acquired dependency of Fiji is steadily
assuming all the responsibility of a Crown colony. It is now
blessedwith gubernatorialpresence,and weseeacompanyof th«
BoyalEngineers embarkedforNasovainthe Whampoa.

A cobrbspoxdbnt from Nelson sends us the following, under
dateAugust 9th:

—
The week just past ha* beenanunexceptionable

Friday, September 3, 1875.] NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
lie resumed hie seat. The plea that was urged against Mr.
Hoopertakingpart in the proceedings was that hisnamedidnot
appearupon theElectoral8011. Itwas stated,however,thatMr.
Hooper'snamewasupon thelast revisedroll, andconsequentlyhe
■wasentitledto alltheprivileges of a ratepayer.and anelector.

—
Mr.Murray wasthefirst speaker who was allowedtorise tohislegs
onbehalfof Provincialism,but althoughhe was'grantedthatcon-
cession, thedo%en Abolitionists, whohadsecuredprominentplaces,
andwhosevoices andhands were afterwardsuplifted for the.mea-
sure, weredeterminedhe shouldnotbeheard.

—
Mr.Isaacs followed

Mr.Murray,andalthough he had much difficulty inbeing heard
at theoutset,beforehehadconcludedhehad succeededinsecuring
theear ofthemeeting, and givinghisopponentsafew goodhome-
thrusts. Amongst the latter,he explained to those presentthat
"the reason tin' large leaseholders who held land since the year
1865 were so eager for the change was that if Provincialism
werecontinued, their large runs on the expiryof the leases would
becut up for pastoral purposes.

— Mr. Keith Bamsay then came
forwardandproposed the following amendment:

— "That, in the
"opinionof this meeting,itwas the duty of the city members to
have consulted the constituency befere supporting so grave a
reform, andone involving important constitutionalchanges." In
the courseofhis remarks,Mr.Bamsay alluded toapromise made
by oneof the members for the city

—
Mr. Beynolds— which was

directly at variancewith hispresentconduct.
—
Itwasnot,however,

untilMr.Canickcame forwardthat theAbolitionistsbecamereally
alarmed. We havebut littledoubt that, wereitnot for the speech
of Mr.Carrick, the victory of Tuesdaynight wouldneverhavebeen
■cored,and, notwithstanding the opinions of themassesmight be
to thecontrary,so well -would clap-trap and bouncehave doneits
work that theshow of hands would have been otherwise thanit
was. Mr.Carrick'sspeech was clear, logical, andconvincing, and,
carryingwithit the convictionthatitwas the utteranceof a man
who thoroughly believedevery wordhesaid,itexertedaninfluence
on themeeting -which wasperfectlyamazing. Even the turbulent
spirits whohadyelled themselves hoarse were awed into silence;
and, afterbeing accordedan uninterrupted hearing, theapplause
whichgreetedhim continued long after he concluded. Mr.Car-
rickpointedout that in the whole history of ConstitutionalGo-
vernmentthere was nota single precedent of a dying Parliament
-attemptingthecourse pursuedby the Government. Hesaid,and
truly, thateven were it necessary that Provincialism should be
sweptaway,itbecametheduty of theHouse tolay thematter be-
fore thecountry before taking so important a step, and theonly
reasonfor not doing so was the fear that the country wouldnot
"approve of such a measure.

— A rather laughable little episode
occurred during theproceedings, which was richlyrelishedby the
meeting. A Mr. McLaren, who is well-known as a political
-agitator,and towhose energetic conduct on -behalf of Abolition
much of the"excitement

"
of the evening was due,loudly called

for Mr. Hallenstein to address the meeting. A rival champion
thereuponfeltboimd '" torise to order

"
and protest against that

"gentlemanbeing permittedtospeak;but the superior quality of
Mr.McLaren's lungs carried the day,and themember for Queens-
towncame to the front. To the' disgust, however, of the unfor-
tunatewhohadstruggled bohard toobtain a hearing forhim, Mr.
Hallensteincommenceda mostvigorous anddeterminedonslaught
against the Governmentpolicy. This was borne in silence for a
time,buthumanpatiencehasits limits, and Mr. McLarenbeing
buthuman,his stock was soonexhausted, and his dissatisfaction
evincedinasomewhatforcible manner. When all the speakers
hadconcluded,andthe issue was put to the meeting, a perfect
forestof hands wereheldup to registerthe voteof censure. When
theother sideof thequestion was proposed, the numberof those
votingamountedtoadozen. Aperfectpanicseemed to take pos-
sessionof those -who had baen so boisterous and jubilant buta
short whilebefore. Uponthe Chairmanputting the originalreso-
lution aB a substantivemotion, itwas negativedby an overwhelm-
ingmajority,Liltlvngh there seemed to be an accession of some
half-dozenoverVhoso votingagainst the amendment. We donot
knowhow many persons wereinthe hall,butsupposing there were
500,"itcannotbe deniedthat theGovernment,as far as the feeling
of opinioninDunedinis concerned, has beon defeatedby twenty-
fiveto one.

NEWS OF THE WEEK.
Those 'who worepresent at the mooting at the DrillShed, and-

<sOnßequently able to judge for themselves, -will no doubtsmile at the'
efforts ofboth

'Star
'

and 'Guardian
'

to ridicule and setat nought
the unanimous expressionof opinion there -witnessed. The

'
Guar-

dian' says "the opponents of the Bill did nob dare toput theques-
tion in the eiinple form

'
for or against/ but were contentwith an

entirely side issue." Now what is the truo state of the case:Tho
"ide-win1 which annihilated the Abolitionists ,was a distinct motion
brought forward by Mr.Bobert Gillies. That gentleman, in con-
junction with others, attended in order to stifle a fail1discussion of
tho question,and instead of allowing those who hadaßked the con-
Tening of themeeting to state the case, and then reply, heattempted
to carry the ri&y by a clever ruse, butunfortunately for himself found
thathe waa "hoist with-liisownpetard." The same journal charac-
terises the resolution, so overwhelminglycarried,as a

" barren,mean-
ingless resolution,"evidently forgetful that it emanated fromarabid
supporter of the Government,and that that gentleman was the cause
of eliciting the expressionof opinion whichthe

'
Guardian

'
wishes to

despite. We wonderif the public voice bad pronouncedotherwise,
andhad theactionof the representativesbeenendorsed, whetherthe
"Guardian's'estimateof the resolution wouldundergo achange. So
confident were the Abolitionists of themeetinghavingadifferent ter-
mination, that one of the speakers waxed quite eloquent upon tho
immenie weight the verdict of the meeting would carry with the

11


