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THE RIFLE CONTEST OF 1875 AT DOLLYMOUNT
RANGE, NEAR DUBLIN.
——— -
VicTony onee mor: perches on the bamner of America in the
trial of sharp eyes and steady norves. In the international vifle
contest of 1875, which took place at Doliymount, June 29, the
American team defented its Trish competitors by a score of 967 to
929. Previous to the day appointed for the final test, the American
marksmen and their friends were treated to an unceasing round of
banquets, pleasure exzeursions, entertainments, and exhibitions of
all sorts. A banguet in their honor was. given by the Fellows of
Trinity College—bheing the fivst event of its lind in twenty years.
The preliminary practice of bhoth teams indicated that the match
would probably be = close onc; an opinion which was further
strengthened by the result of last year's contest at Crecdmeor. In
veland, however, the prevailing impression foreshadowed an
American vigtory. Doubtless, the sympathy of the masscs had
+ something to do with this, for} aromalons though it may seem, the
Americans, since their arrival in Dublin, have been the pepular
favorites. Theanomaly is readily explained. No man in Ireland
suspected of nationel proclivities is allowed to own or carry a fire-
arm. Hence it ig said that the Irish rifiemen (so-called) are West-
Britons in sentiment; else they would bo disarmed like their
neighbors. Dollymount
WHERE THE IRISH RANGE IS LOCATED,
stands on the horder of the Bay ahout four miles north-cash of
Dublin, and on the outskirts of the historic battlefield of Clontart
where “ Brian smote down the Dane” On June 29 ib was the
scene of a far different engagement, All throngh the morning
hours the road from the city to the shooting-ground was thronged
with vehicles and pedestrians on their way to the range. The
weather at firsh was somewhat hazy, but in the afternoon it grew
clear and pleasant as could be desired. The firing took place
under the same conditions as at Creedmoor lasb year. Six men in
each team ; ranges 800, 000, and 1000 yavds ; fifteen shots per-man
8% each range ; largets six feet high by twelve feet wide, the black
“bull’s eye” three fect squave, bounded by a “ centre™ six fect
square, the remainder heing ° outer’>—the “ hull's eye” counting
four points, the “centre” three poinls, and the “ounter™ lwo
points ; the Amerieans shooting with Awevican rifles, the Irish
with Irigh rifies, without telescope sights, hair triggers, or avtificial
vests. The following diagram shows the shapo of ihe target:

’ BULL'S
’ EYE.

QUTER.- CUTER.

CENTRE.
" EMLNID

COMPOSTTION OF THE TRAM.

The victorions American feam consists of Gen. T. 8. Dakin, Col.
John Bedine, Col. H. A. .Gilderslecve, Major Henvy Fulton, G. W.
Yale, and R. C. Coleman. The first five of these, with Mr Eep-
burn, constituted the winning party at Creedmoor last year. The
Trigh team of 1875 consists of Bdmund Johngon, James Wilson, Dr
J. B, Hamilton, . K. Milney, J. Pollock, and J. M‘Kenna. The
first four, with Rigby and Wulker, participated in the Creedmoor
contest. The markers for the occasion were a detachment of ex-
perts from the Fiftieth regiment. Iverylhing being in readiness,
the struggle besw at the 800 yaxds range about eleven o’cleck.
In two hours the result wos known: 838 for bthe Irish, 837 for their
rivals—admirably close and fine shooting. At four o’cleek the
shooting at the sceond range was finished, giving a scorc of 327 to
the Americans, against 292 to the Irish. This left the laiter 34
points in the rear, and practically decided the vigtory. TFor the
thonsand yards range the hulleting announced: Amoericans, 303 ;
Irigh, 209—muaking Columbia the victor by 38 points altogetherd
The following table presents the sepavate scores in detadl

SCORES OF THE AMERICAN TEAIN.

Yards Colonel H. A. Gildcrsleave. Totals.
BOO ... 3444434444343 44—56:
006 .., e 4444444334443 43—56
1000 ... 2444333448344 43-—59—164
. General T. 8. Dakin.
800 .., 4 4344444344444 458
000 ... 44834838444444334—55
¥ o0 o0 30334424444444 451164
Colonel John Bodine.
800 ... 4483444042443 444—52
900 ... ddddddsddldeddddd—B50
1000 ... . 444348343442 82334—51—162
Major Henry Fulton.
800 ... o 844444444844 44458
900 .., o 4444344444443 43—57
1000 ... w 834442043443 44 0—45—-161
G. W, Yale.
800 ... 2dd 43444444444 457
200 .. 2344383434434 44—52
1000 ... ien 4848434433324 43—51—160
R. C. Coleman, -
800 ... W A 334444444445 435G
900 ... v 8440444884408 44—48
1000 ... ves v 3344244844324 4 4—52—158
Total score of the American toam ... 067
SCORES OF THE IRISH TEAM. .
Yards. My, Janes Wilson. Totals.
800 ... " e 4 4443344444444 458
200 .. 3342443384333 44—50
1000 .., v 4443444444443 3355103

My, Bdmond -Johnson.
800 ... e v 3344444444444 4 4458
aso .. w 43444444433 438338—564 .
1000 ... o we 3 433444333.3,.3433—-50—162
D.. 1. B. Hamilton.
800 .., e 3444444434433 44—56
900 ... o 383848434444 4434—54
1000 .., , 3834444434334 404—51—161
My, J. Pollock.
800 ... e e 44 444443444444 450
200 ... e 4834443442483 445—53 .
1000 ... ‘e e 4 3434433334403 4—49—-161
Mr. John M<EKenna.
800- .., e 0344344443 44344—52
200 ... w 2033443408443 3 4—4d7
1000 ... e e 4443834488334 3344—53—149
Mz. J. K. Milner.
200 ... Tee \ 0444484444444 44455
200 ... o 004440300334 444—37
10006 ... . 3404433403048 383—41——133
Total seores by Irisk Team ... . - et 929
Total American Score e e . 967
Total Trigh Scove 920

‘Won by e 38

The Irishmen all used Righy's muzxle-loading rifles; the Ameri-
cang used Remington's and Sharp’s sporting rifles. By a glance ab
the foregoing table it will be seen that the overwhalming defeat of
the Ivish is due to Milner and MKenna, who seem 0 have un-
accountably breken down under the grand test, after having done
splendid shooting in their previous practice. Righy would have
heen a mueh more reliable shot than either of them. When the
last bullet was fired, and the final result announced, cheer after
cheer rurg out for the victors from the forty thonsand persons
agsembled on the sandy strip of sea-heach which constitutes the
range. American and Irish Sags fluttered in every direction, and
the victorious team was positively amazed at the enthusiastic
warmbh of the greebing accorded it. The fact is, as already been
meniioned, that the Irvish Rifle Clah is pro-British in sympathy;
for with reason the great mass of the peoplo weve delighted to see
Urele Sam trinmphant. : ’

Tas CrEEDMoOR Scorms oF 1874.

A cieaver idea of the comparative strength and capacity of the
rival tesons will be gained hy measuring their last week’s work
Teside which was achieved in the first international mateh at
Creecdmoor, September 26, 1874, Accordingly, we append the
aggrogate scores made on that oceasion —

AMERICAN Tean—1874.

. 213 Vee

Contlestants. 800yds. 900yds. 1000yds. Total.
" Henry Fulton ... . 58 67 86 — 171
G. W, Yale ... 55 56 51 -~ 162
John Bodine ... . b4 51 53 — 158
H. A. Gildersleeve ., . B3 51 51 -- 185
L. L. Iepburn . &3 50 46 ~— 149
1.8, Dakin .. .. B3 45 41 ~ 139
Total Sgore of American Team e 934
Insn TravM—I1874.
Jolm Rishy .. o B2 - BG 55 - 163
J. B. Hamilton e B8 52 50 — 160
Jawmes Wilson .., e Bl Bl 55 — 180
J. i AMilner .. b7 49 48 — 154
Edmond Johnson . 80 49 51 — 150
P, Walker 46 55 43 — 144
Poinl American Scere, 1874 .., o 934
Toinl Trish Score " er 981
Won by e . 8

When the Irisk shot for and won the Elcho Shield in I873, ab
Wimbledon, defeating Inglond, Wales, and Scotland, the total
score of their six highest marksmen was only 214. At Creedmoor
last year they scored 17 points better, making 931 to 934 of their
competitors—which was the best shooting on record wup to that
time. Bubnow ot Dollymount, while the Irish fall only two points
below their Creedmoor seove, the Americans outstrip their former
achievement by 83 poluts, making the unparalleled record of 967
out of & possible 1,0801 The marksmen and rifile-manunfacturers of
the United States naburally rejoice over so signal victory won by
American nerve and American arms; and the Irish people don't
gseem o whibt disconcorted or annoyed af the result. That the
whole affair will he fruitful of angumented good-will and fraternal
sympathy, is indicated in the comments of the pross both in Ire-
land and the United States. . -

On the following day. there was another competition at the
range, for the Spencer Cup, “open to all comers,” Nearly all the
members of both teams, with many fregh riflemen from various
quarters, enterod for the prize. It wasg borne away hy an Ameri-
can, B C. Coleman, who scored 47 out of a possible 50 at 1000
yards distance. The Lloyd’s of London have offered a fifty-guinom
cup to e contested for at Wimbledon by XEnglish, Irish, Scoteh,
and American eights at the time of the Elcho Challenge Shield
mateh, That will be the grand txial of skill, norve, and enduyance.
A hrief despatch, dated July 1, announces that Major Leech hag
resigned the Captaincy of the Irish team, which would seem to.
indicate a want of harmeny. Very many people will regret this,
gs Major Loech was a general favorite wherever he went.

In shooting for the All Treland Challenge Shield, on July 3,
{he Amcrican team was boabten, and the Shield wag won by the
Dublin Club. The following was the seore ;—



