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 GENERAL NEWS.
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Justiano Roxas, the Californian centenarian, died at Santa
Cruz in that State recently ab the age of one hundred and twenty-
two years. In his latter days he became almost hideous to look
upon, being very like'a living skeleton. His eyes were sunk deep
in their sockets, and his hands had sluivelled and shyunken aw.y
till they resembled the claws of a hawk. For many months
previous to his death the old man slopt upon a henrth, keeping
himself warm by a wood five, which was never allowed to go out.
A special feature of his casc was that his age was well authenti-
cated, as eighty-six years ago he was baptised in Mission Church
at Santa Cruz, and the record shows him to have been fhirty-six
yeaxs of age at that time. .

Fonr hundred thousand pounds for o head of hair is a startler.
QOur readerz do not believe it ? Well, then, they must have 2 gus-
picion of the correctness of what appears in the newspapers. If
we aro to believe a paragraph which has gone the rounds of the
press, Madame Nilsson possesses o head of hair which she might
readily turn into £400,000. According to a medical jonrnal (says
the Universe) there are from 160,000 to 200,000 hairs in a lady’s
head. Madame Nilsson possesses a splendid head of hair, and
probably has the full complement of individual hairs. We are
informed by the same journal that the gifted Nilsson sold a hair
from her heand for £2, and that “in a few moments the Swedish
songstress was surrounded by admivers anxious to buy a hair at
the same rate.”” The sale took place al a fancy fair in New York,
and, we are glad to find, in the cause of chariby. Just imaging
the numher of chavitable institulions that might be established
if the 200,000 hairs were sold at tha same rate? A valuable
natural head-dress, lraly.

A recent letter in the * Germania’ gives the following account
of the process of * conversion” to the Russian sechism, which is
still in full operation in Podlachia. “A hand of Cossacks rides

" from a converted’ village to an unconverted ome, where it puls
in practice the scourging system until the peasants scem to per-
celve that the Oithodox Chureh must he the troe one, and declare
their willingneas to subseribe a statement that they arve mewmbers
of ib. ¢ Now, Karl, you are ab last Ovthodox, says the Converler,
but see that you do not forget that you have willingly subscribed
the deslaration, for otherwise 16 would he necessary for you to {zel
the Imout again’ Conversions of this kind took place on the 5th
and 6th of BMay in the rillage of Rudnia, near Biala. The Cos-
gacks beat the peor peasants se unmercifully withoub convineing
them that a fine young man was three times beaten to the earth,
80 that at last he expired under the blows. The uame of this vie-
tim is Josaphat Spus. Those who doubi the story of ihis and
similar ¢ conversions’ may refer to one of the Consuls at Warsaw,
who are in a position io verify them.” According o the Russian
theory, all this resistance is cansed by & simple nttempt to restore
the liturgieal purity of the Sclyvonic rite. The Ruthenians of
Podlachia mush indeed be a strange people. They let themselves
be knouted and shot rather than allow their litvrgy to Le assimi-
lated 1o the Russian, and yet they declarc themselves  willing to
be converted’” to the Russian Faith,

The Brussels correspondent of the *Eall Mall Gazetie’ writes:
¢ A marvellons exhibition is taking place at present at the Cercle
Arvtistique Litbernive at Brussels. Some months ago, Frederick
van de Herkhave, the son of a corn merchant of Brages, died at
the age of ten and a-half years. Ie bad always heen sickly, and,
therefors, was not sent to school, hut allowed him to roam about.
His ohief amusemént was to paint with such rough painting mae
terials as he could procure. The paintings left hy him, of which
about o hundred are now exbibited al the Cercle, were discovered
since denth to be productions which the host landseape painter of
the age woull not disown. In Brussels good jnudges of avb ave
astonished that an untutoved child should have equalled and cven
surpassed some of the most celebratod masters. In all those of the
pictures wheve there is a viver, a little boy is represcnled angling
representing, of course, the deceazed. Large sums have been
offered for the collection, but refused.

IBERNIAN AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLIC BENEFIT
HOCIETY. : :

(Registered under the Friendly Societics Aet of Victoria, New
Bouth Wales, Quaensland, Now Zealand, and South Australia),

. and at present ..
NUMBERING ONE HUNDRED AND TEN BRANCHES,

3

AND ABOOT .
FIVE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED MEMBERS.

(LEATANCES ARE GRANTED AT No EXTRA CHARGES 70 MEMRERS,

THE SOCIETY IS FOUNDED UPON THE BiINANCIAI:“;
BASIS OF OTHER BENEFIT SOCIETIES.

THE ENTRANCE FEES AND RATES OF SUBSCRIPTION
Will be found to compare favorally with those
CHARGED BY OTHER SOCIETIES,

And are as Moderate as practicable, having due regard to the

benefits sccured, a synopsis of which iz subjoined —

A Benefit Member receives duwring illness £1 per week for
twentiy-six consecutive woeks, 158 for the next thirteen weeks, and
105 for further period of thirteen weeks; on death of wifs £10, ab
his own death his relatives roceive £20. He has medical attend-
pnce and medicine for himself and family immediately on joining.
If a single man with a widowed mother, and brothers and siste;s
{under 18 years of age), he has medical attendance and medicine
for them. A Member removing can have a clearance which will
admit him into any branch of the Society in the locality to which,
he may remove. Homorary and Life Henorvary Members ave pro-
vided for, and may, on payment of a small weekly contribufion,
seenre medical atlendence. The Society is also for the purpose (as
ibs name indicates) of cherishing the memory of Ireland, and pro-
moting the religious, soccial, and inbtellectunl condition of the
members. Any person desirous of having a branch opened shall
make application to a branch, verified by signatures of nol Iess
than thirteen persons not members, whe wish to beceme members
theveof ; algo the signature of the resident Priest, if available, and
ab the same time forward the sum of 10s each as proposition fees.

Branches ovo established at Invercargill, Lowvence, Dumedin,
Naseby, Oamaru, Christehureh, Greymounth, Charleston, Addisona,
Brighton, Greenstone, Weimes, Hokitika, Wellington, Reefton, One-
hunga, Otabuhy, Anckland, Napier, Akaroa, and Liyttelton.
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BUSINESS NOTICE.

BIG to nofify to my numerous Friends and the Public generally
thal I have this day

RECOMMENCED BUSINESS

|

A8 A
WHOLESAL AND RETAIL PRODUCE AND PROVISION
MERCITANT,

) Temporary Stores (pending iho building of new premises in
Princes-street South)-—

CORNEER OF HOFE AND STAFFORD STREETS,
Opposite the new Church of England.

JOEHN GRIFFEN.
Tuly 26, 1875, _
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Having now epened the whele of their WINTER SHIPMILTS,
Ganaisting of over
FIVE HYUNDRED CAEES,
Are now showing lic largest assorbment, aud bost value to be obiained in Dunedin, of NOVELTIES, PURNISHINGS,
BOMRESTIC GO DS, OLOTHING, UNDERCLOUTHING, &c., &e.

IiNSPECTTIO

N INVITHRBD. /

—_—

Cheap Blankets
- Cheap I'lunnels
Chenp Plaicinga
Cheayp Calicoes
Cheap Iollands
Chenyp Bkirlings
Cheap Shirtings

Cheap Hosiery
Chenp Sitks
Cheup Mantles
Cheap Millinery
COhezp Winceys
Cheap Tartans

. Cheap Tartana
G TWENTY-FIVE CASES Now Tweods and Cloths added to the Tailoring Department.

Chesp Boys' Clothing
Cheap Men's Clothing
Cheap Underclothing
Cheap Skirts

Cheanp Waterprools
Cheap Hats and Caps
Clieap Lies, Collavs, &c.

Perfect it Gruranteod, _

Wors.—Our Jarge shipments fov Lhis season, coming in during re-building, compels us to use every moeons to move our stock a8 soon as
porziblo. To cifeet this, wo ave marking everything at very low prices this winter, in order to induce gll buyers to assist us to reduce our

mmense stock.
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WIOIOLESALE AND RETAIL DRAPERS AND OLOTHIERS, DUYNEDIN



