
Friday, August 20,1875.]
THE DAY AT ST. BATHANS.

We are compelled to abridge the report which appears in the
■ Chronicle/ and confine ourselves to giving the speeches of the
evening.

Mr.Mitlvey, Secretary to the Committee, said:Ladies and
Gentlemen

—
Onbehalfofmyself andseveralmembersof Committee

Ibeg tooffer you our warmest thanks for your presencehere to*
night. lamwellaware that many of you have come along dis-
tance, and at considerable inconvenience .to yourselves, and for
what? Not altogether to enjoy yourselves,Iam sure;andtho
Committeearenot vain enough to think for a moment thatyou
came just because theyhave askedyou. No,ladiesandgentlemen,
we have, merely sounded the talismanic name of O'Connell,and
beholdhereyou are todohonor to his memory. Who wasO'Con-
nell, and what good did hedoinhis lifptime todeservethismark
of your respect? are questionswhich would take up muchtimeto
answer,and much more ability thanIcan lay claim to. Iwill
merely ask you to look backat one greatgood thing whichhedid.
You know that before O'Connell's time all the subjects of the
Crownin Great Britain and Ireland were notequalin theeye of
law

—
oneportionof themmight fill the highest positions in the

iland, andnot one of the others wouldbe allowed to collecteven
jhe water rates say of such places as Naseby or St. Bathans.

O'Connell sought todo away thisscandal,tomake all thesubjecta
of the Crownequal;andhehada difficultbattle to fight,by speech,
by pen, and sometimes, too, ladies and gentlemen, pistols and
coffee were in request; but^he overcame all difficulties. In the
hour of his triumph Ican imagine some of his great political
opponents with nobility of soul enough comingforwardandsay-
ing:

— "O'Connell, wehave fought you to thebitter end; backed
by theprejudice and usage of centuries we thought your defeat
was certain;but, insteadof that, you have triumphed over us.
Youfought nobly and deserve your victory, becauseyourquarrel
was just. Youhavegiven tomillionsof peoplein this Kingdom of
GreatBritainandIrelandaright hithertoshamefully deniedthem,
viz., the right to worship God, and look their fellow-manin the
face without fear,as consciencedictates and as Heavenintended
they should do. We congratulate you upon your greatvictory;
youdeserveit,for yourquarrel was just." Yes,ladiesandgentle-
men,hisquarrel was just, and weare told that

vThrice ishe armed who hathhisquarrel just, »
Andhebut naked, thoughlockedup in steel,
Whose conscience with injustice is corrupted.

Yes, O'Connell's qiiarrel was just, and that fact, backed up by
favorable circumstances, enabled him to obtain a great victory
against greatodds. When thenews of this greatvictory reached
the emancipatedmillions intheirhomesgreatweretheirrejoicings.
Oh! ladies and gentlemen, we,assembledhere to-night,can have
no idea ofthe depth and sincerity of those rejoicings, particularly
in thelandof O'Connell'sbirth. Slavesyesterday,freemento-day,!
They lithugebonfires in the valleys and on the hilltops;vast
processions and congregations of men and women thronged the
citiesand highways from sea to sea. Ibelieve they wouldhave
crownedO'ConnellKing ifhehadpermitted them. As itwas they
bestowedupon hima title more glorious, and more suggestiveof
thegood he had done;they called him theLiberator. (Cheers.)
When thenewsof thegreatpolitical victory reached thecontinent
ofEurope, the joy of millions of people there,too,wasgreat,but
for adifferentreason. In everycountryofEurope where millions
ofsubjects laboredunder wrong,or sought the removalof griev-
ances,those millions and their leaders blessedO'Connell'sname,
and sanghispraise in every tongue,because he had just led the
way

—
hehad just shownthemhow theymight gain greatpolitical

triumphs,and work out great changes for the generalgood, with-
out an appeal to the sword. For this,if for nothing more,his-
namedeserves the respect of posterity. Such was the man,ladies
and gentleman, whose memory you honor by your presence here
to-night;butIhave detainedyou toolong;other gentlemenwill
address you. Once more,ladies and gentleman,Ithank you all
for yourpresenceon thisoccasion. (Cheers.)

Mr.BtrNNTthenaddressedtheassembly,andsaid:Icanasssure
you as anEnglishmanIamproudin taking a part

—
howeversmall—

at a demonstration inhonor of Daniel O'Connell's centenary.
O'ConnellwasbornatKerryon the 6thAugust,1775, andremark-
able to say,HenryGrattan, Ireland'ssplendidorator, tookhis seat
thatyearin the IrishCommons. O'Connellhad greatambition.
In1795 he writes thus tohis uncle,Maurice O'Connell—"lhave
Wo objectsto pursue:The one the attainmentof knowledge, the
other theacquisition of those qualitieswhich constitutethe polite
gentleman. Iam convinced that the former,besides the imme-
diate pleasure that it yields, is calculatedto raise me tohonors,
rank,and fortune;andIknowthat the latter serves as ageneral
passport. And," he continues, "as for the motives of ambition
whichyousuggestIcan assureyouno man can possess moreof it
thanIdo. Ihave indeedaglowing and

—
if Imay use theexpres-

sion—
anenthusiasticambitionwhichconvertsevery toilintoplea-

sure,and everystudy into an amusement. Though nature may1 havegiven mesubordinatetalents,Ineverwillbe satisfied with a'
subordinate situation in my profession." He was ever burning
withadesiretodo somethingwhich wouldmakehis nameimmortal,
andhe wasequally anxious thatsomething should be forIreland.. O'Connell's darling wish was realised, andIreland is grateful.

) O'Connell was open-hearted,generous, and humorous,but withal
s as irritable as a poet. After thepassing of theReliefmeasureof
i 1793, which admitted Catholics to the bar, we find O'Connell inLondon. In the spring of '98he was called,to the bar,and (touseLuby's words) the triumphs that he wonforhimself as abarrister
■ cast the lustre of renown over himself and the wholeIrishrace.On the 23rd June, 1802, O'Connellwas married to his beautifui
! cousin,MissO'Connell. Of herhe testified,"shegaveme 34yeara, of thepuresthappiness that man ever enjoyed." She wasanex-

ceedinglyaniiablo,strong-minded woman, sad Air.Q'Oonnell,iti

Borne ofthemherepresent, who canrecollectthescenesof whichI
speak— and men -whose familiesare endearedto meby a thousand
associations. These thoughtsappear tome tobe embodiedinthe
toast,"TheLand we live in." (Cheers). And from that toastI
maybe permittedtowandertoa certainextent,topass aneuloghun
upon the great man whose name we come here to celebrate

—
(cheers)

—
showingyou that the consideration of that willleadus

back again to thelandwe live in. Ihave seen that greatman,
sir j haveheardhim make some ofhis greatest speeches;butit is
difficult to estimate thegreatnessof a man in whosepresence we
stand, particularlyif the figure is a colossal one;

—
we require to

withdrawto somedistance, carefully todistinguishthe proportions
of sucha figure. InretirementIharethoughtmuchof thatgreat
figure, and some conceptions have presented themselves to my.
mind, and whichIhave never seendrawnby my fellow-men. The
greatgift possessedby Daniel O'Connell was an estimateof the
necessities of mankind— anestimateofnecessitieswhichhaveonly
recently been acknowledged by modern statesmen. He found his
countryin a most depressed condition. Hefound aracein alow
gradeof civilisationj he found it withbutlittleeducation. But in
thatracehe recognised everyelementof greatness,lyingdormant—

(cheers)
—

simply requiring to be calledinto life. Finding this,
he feltandfirst actedon this greattruth:thatcivilisedman,col-
lectedinto great communities, is nothing withoutpoliticalknow-
ledge— (cheers)

—
thatin truth, apoliticaleducation is thatwhich

most of all developesman'sintellect andrendershimuseful to his
fellow-man. And lookingupon apeople so sunk ashis countrymen
were,and so little educated, he believed that by educatingthem
hewouldfit themfor great and noble occasions. (Cheers). And
you willfind that his efforts werefor years directedto this point:
by visiting everypart of the country, by addressinglargo masses
ofhis fellow-subjects,to educate them inpolitical knowledge, and
in conceptionof the wantsof their fellow-men. For yearshe fol-
lowedthiscourse, for- years he educated them in politicalknow-
ledge,untilat length, in truth, they attained to politicalpower.
We may compare them,then, toanation shutup withinthe walls
of a city,withthegatesclosedagainst them. Inthatcityheheld
those masses quiet; in that city,by his addresses,he educated
them,until those outside the wallsheard from within thernur-
murings of avastmultitudeandtheconfusedmutterings of discon-
tentedmillions;until he thought it safer not to let themremain
any longer beleagured there,but to open the gates andlet them
passout. Therewereotherdiscontented,hostsoutside,who watched
with wonder that the gates so long closed were opened by the
powerof one man. And then from out those gatesissuedagreat

of great men— admirals, generals, peers, soldiers, and
'sailors

—
and issuedforth,led by O'Connell, to spreadthemselves

overthe whole world. (Prolongedcheering). There was nopart
of theearthcontaining evenasmall portionof the English-speak-
ingnation,inwhich this countless multitude did not spread,pre-
paredby thepoliticalj^knowledgei'they^hadacquired, to benefit the
wholehumanrace;andin a short time,inevery country inwhich
theEnglish tongue was spoken, the legislatures wereinstructed
by the eloquenceof these men. There was no Executive Grovern-
mentnot renderedstrongerby their wisdom,by theirquickness of
thought and daring in timeof difficultyanddanger;therewasno
battlefought in which they didnot perform prodigies of valor.
That was theresult of O'Connell's action. (Cheers). He taught
us a furthergreat trufh, and let us lay it to our hearts,for it is
a truthlittleknown or thought of— of great importance toman-
kind. He taught this:that a race not alloweda fair and proper
shareof political rights and privilegesmay becomesunk in know-
ledge,Bunk indomestic scenes, sunk in everything thatcan give
onemanapleasing aspect in the face of his fellows;and when
thus sunk, those who sank them will attribute it to apeculiar
religious faith, or to some incapacity inherent intherace toraise
themselvesfrom suchastate,but in which, in reality,theyhave
beenheld downby thraldom. They forget that it was theirown
oppressivelaws whichplaced thatpeopleinthesunken state which
they choose toattribute to apeculiarity of religion orrace. But
thatsplendidhost which O'Connell led forth have demonstrated
that truthirrefragably tomankind,thatmen ofwhateverrace can
attainequallygreatobjectsand endsif givena politicaleducation
andendowedwith equal political rights. Thisbringsmeback to
thepoint fromwhichIstarted. That agrarian race whichwent
forthfrom thebeleaguered city has a detachmenthere also. To
thatdetachment weareinnoslight manner indebted,notonly for!
theprosperitywehave as anationattained,but for the hospitality
obtainedhere te-night.

Band—" Cheer,Boys,Cheer."
'^TH* LADIES."

Sir JohnRichardsonproposed,"TheLadies" inahumorous
speech,in whichhereferredto the support given by O'Connellto
the movement for the emancipation of slavery, a subject which
hadnot beenreferredto by theprevious speakers.

Mr.Sheehanina concise.manner responded,and saidif everything they werepossessedof had as much truthinitas theladies
of New Zealand, they wouldhave no dlfficvlty in raisingloans to
any extent.

"THE PRESS."
Mr. Buckley was called upon to give "The Press," withwhichhecoupledthe name of Mr. Creighton, andinreferring to

thechangesinwhichO'Connellhad takenso activeapart,saidhewas of opinionthat those advantages wouldnot have been so soon
obtainedbut for themediationof thePress.

Mr. Cbbightonreturned thankabriefly.
Thisconcluded the ligt of toasts, and those whowereso dis-posed remained toenjoy alittlesocial conviviality.
The celebration was an undoubted success, and thatsuccess

waschieflyattributableto theindefatigableexertionsofMr.o<Shea,
o whom -was entrustedthe management.---'N. Z. Times/ *V "
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