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WHAT IT AMOUNTS TO.
Coxonistsnow know the nature of the measure for the
abolition of the Provinces. The Governmentproposes togo
beyond the resolutions of last session,which only affirmed
the desirability of puttingan end'to the Provincial form
of Government in the North Island. In the Bill sub-
mitted to Parliament Jlast week, provision is made for!
superseding Provinces in both Islands, and for concen-
trating the entire Government of the country in Wel-
lington.

The local institutions'which the various Provinces of
the NorthIsland have been recently unable to maintain
out of local revenue,are henceforward to be maintained
by the colony at large. This means, of course, that this
island shall supply the deficits of theNorthernExchequers.
It doesnot appear,however, to benecessary for this pur-
pose, that we should be deprived of our local legislatures,
unless itbe thought that the removal of these legislatures
will render the process of transferring Southern funds to
Northern institutions somewhat less striking, less odious,
and less likely to attract public attention and excite pub-
lic indignation, than would otherwisebe the case.

TheBill is very elaborate in reference to the Crown
lands. The revenue arising from these is to be entirely
localised. The General Government proposes to hand
over to localbodies, such as Municipalities, Road Boards,
and Shire Councils,all local rates, even licenses, tosupple-
ment these from generalrevenue with £1 for £\ ; and to
payProvincial debts andother liabilities, tosupport schools,
and tobuildbranch railways,&c, out of the proceeds of
land sales. Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes. It is too
good to be true. Let such as may be tempted by this
baitbear in mind the breachof faith as to the capitation
allowance. The promise was mr.de by Government, and
indeed enacted into law that this should be forty shillings
per head,but the nextyear sa^- it reduced to fifteen. The
arrangement proposed as to the disposal of the land
revenue would not survive two sessions after the passing.
of the Bill. A year or two at most,and the localising of
this revenue would be a thing of the past. Inavery short
time the patriotic centralisers of Otago and Canterbury
wouldhave the satisfaction of seeingmagnificent harbours
of refugeprovided at suchplaces in the North Island, as
New Plymouth for example,out of the proceeds of land
salesinthese Southern Provinces. Itmay be, too, though
we sincerely pray itmay not,that these gentlemenwould
have the consolation of teeling,in a highly .patriotic glow
of exultation, that their waste lands have fortunately
enabled the colony to bear, without much pressure, the
expensesof another native war.

This may be all quite right, as it should be. On this
point we do not care just now to give an opinion. But
nothing is clearer to us than that this is precisely whatthe
Provinces AbolitionBill amounts to. Itis a serious mat-
ter,however, for the inhabitants of these Provinces. There
isnotmuch incommon between them, and their Northern
brethren, their interests,except in a few matters,do not
seem tobe altogether identical,and thereare groimds for
fearing that financial arrangementswill engender lament-
able misunderstanding between them. Itwould be better,
now that acrisis has arisen, to sever the connection of the
two Islands,and establish two Provincesunited byaslight
federal bond, than carry this sweepingand most dangerous
measure.

IJnder such an arrangement as this every cause of
bickering and jealousy would be removed, each island
would have the entire control of its own resources, wouldhave its own destiny in its own keeping, and shall nolonger be at the mercy of men whoseinterests orprejudices
would be a standing menace toits well-being. It may be
said that this Fslandhas nothing to fear, inasmuch as its
population is greater,and its representatives more numer-
ous than those of the North Island. But what security
is there that this relative proportion will continue many
years. Thenit is notso certain thatif an accuratecensus
of the Maoris were taken, the balance of population is in
our favour,and that it may not soon be necessary to in-
crease thenumber of native representatives. Besides,the
NorthIsland possesses more than a counterbalance to any
superiority inourpart inhaving the Seat of Government
at Wellington. Every onecapable of judging on such asubjectkuows what anadvantage this possessionis already
to the other island,but should the Ministerial Bill becomelaw, the influence of "Wellington must become enormous.
The Legislative Assembly will be in session there for at
least six months every year,and when it is borne in mind
that Wanganui, Napier, and even Auckland will soon be
united with it by railway,and that none of these places
are more than two hundred miles apart,4itmust be evident
that Canterbury and Otago,indeed all this island, with the
exceptionof Nelson and Marlborough, would be placed at
animmense disadvantage,and unable to exercise a duein-fluence ineither legislation or administration. The Gov-
ernmentof the colony must practically fall into the hands
of the gentlemen in the North, who will not fail to pro-
vide handsomely for themselves, unless indeed more beexpectedfromhuman nature than experiencewarrants.

History teaches no lesson more emphatically than this:
that Islands,no matter how rich in -natural resources, orhow large, that aredeprivedoflocal legislationandgovern-ment, soon fall into comparative poverty and dependence.
Irelandis astriking case in point, so is Sicily, so is Sar-dinia. In every one of theseinstances,theloss ofindepen-dence,has been followed by absenteeism, the decadenceofmanufactures, decay of agriculture, anddependence ontheforeignState andgovernment. TheseIslands thus deprived
of their localGovernments, areregardedasmeredraw farmswheretherich,andeducated and fashionable arenotsupposed
toreside,so far aretheyremovedfromCourt,from thecentreofpolitical life, and from the stirring current of the eventsthat interest the world. England is a foreign country toIreland, although at one point they are only a few milesapart. Italy is a foreigncountry to both Sicily and Sar-dinia,and if the people of this Island part witfilocal self-
government,if they descend to the positiouofan appena^eof the North Island, they will soon find themselves intheposition of foreigners,in relation to the Empire Island;Whilst the population is small, the towns comparativelyinsignificant, and large fortunes not yet realised bymanythis may not take place; but it is the inevitable outcomeof a state of things, such as the Provinces Abolition Billcontemplates, and may not be delayed as long as somemay imagine. What makes caution the morenecessary isthat the contemplated change is of such a character, that'once effected, it will bemorally impossible to undoit.' Wehave beenalways convinced

'
that there are toomany littleParliaments,butare equally convincedthatonly one wouldbe a still greaterevil. One, however, for each Island isrecommended by nature herself, by policy, history andstatesmenship.

But thereis another reason,andVverystrongone itisfor our opposition to this AbolitionBill. Itis destructiveof popular rights, and tricky. Provinces'are not inreality,tobe abolished, they are to continue:neither areSuperintendents to be abolished: and, in truth, the Bill
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NOTICE.

Now Ready.
SPLENDID LITHOGRAPHIC PORTRAIT

OF
IRELAND'S LIBERATOR.

By aLeading Artist.

Pronouncedby competent judges to be thebestlikeness extant.

PERSONS desirous of ordering Copies should communicate with
the undersigned without delay, as only a limitednumber can

be supplied.
Price, - - ss.Single Copy,by Post, 6s.

On Wholesale Orders aLiberalDiscount will be allowed.
J. A. MACEDO,

Peinces Street South,
DUNEDIN.

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS.

SUBSCRIBERS removing from onepartof the Colony toanother,
will please notify the same by letter, and thereby save them-

selves andus unnecessary troubleand expence
It is requested that any irregularity in the delivery of THE

TABLETbe notifiedto the .Manager, so Lhatmeans maybe takento
rectify themistake.

We mustrequest those persons whose subscriptions are overdue,
toremitPost Office Order for amount. All chequesandPost Office
Orders to be made payable to Joen Dttkga:n, Manager, Tablet
Office,Dunedin.


