
Itwas stated in the lobby of theHouse of Commons that the
narrow escape of the Government from defeat on oneof the clauses
of the Peace Preservation'Bill was owing to tho wire between the
House andSt. Stephen's Club, whore a number of. supporters of tho
Government wcro dining,havingbeen.cut. It is certain that some
derangement of tho wireprevented the notice-bellfrom acting.
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length he succeeded, the HolySee having appointed Dr. MacHale
BishopofMaronia;-inpartibus, andhis.consecration tookplace"on the".
sthof June,1825. Dr. MacHale was then 36 years ofage, eighteen
of whichhehad spentat Maynooth, sevenas a student,and elevenas
a lectureranda Professor. In1825, after his consecration, Dr. Mac-
Hale wasexaminedfor severaldays before the RoyalCommissionon
EducationinIreland,in reference to the authorship and publication
of thelettersof MHierophilus,"a charge of violation-of. the College
statutes havingbeenpreferredagainsthim forpublishing themwith-
out the authority of the President, and circulating them in the
College. His defence of his act, and of the political and religious
opinions in the letters is a masterly triumph. On thedeathof Dr.
Kelly,Di\ MacHale was translated from the See of Killala to the
ArchiepiscopalSee of Tuamon the Bth of August, 1834,havingthen
been Bish<p for nine years. "When the nationalsystem of education
was proposedinthe latterportionof the year 1831Dr.MacHale and
a few other prelates urged th&Hierarchynot to acceptit evenas an
experiment,andassuredthemthatif they held out a littlelonger the
Liberal Ministry of Earl Grey would grant a Catholic system of
education. Unfortunately timidity and temporizing prevailed; and
here we have thefons et origoof the mixed system,State modeland
training schools, Queen's Colleges, a secularized Trinity College,and
charterless and struggling Catholic University. Experience of ,44
yearshas affirmed the trulymarvelloussagacity ofDr.MacHale inhis
early condemnation of the mixed system, andhis Grace has lived to
witness the gradual conversion of Catholic Ireland to this opinion.
This consistency is the greatest,noblest trait in the Archbishop's life
and labors, a consistency to maintain which he incurred painful
enmities and estranged ardent admirers;but they were only tem-
porary,andhehaslived them all down. His Grace has published-
two volumes of "ChristianEvidences," translations ofmost.ofMoore's
melodiesinto Irish,and also of the earlier Booksof thePentateuch
into the" native tongue, winch he speaks with eminent fluency and
power Itis 68 years since he enteredMaynooth,61since he was
appointed to a Chair ef Theology,50 since he was consecratedBishop,
and 41 since he was appointed Archbishop of Tuam. More than
sixty IrishBishopsdied within the fifty years of his episcopate,so
that with thepresentlivingprelateshe has been the contemporaryof >

100 Irish Bishops, apart from at least fifty others who were called
from Ireland to fill colonial or other sees. Of few livingmembers in
the Hierarchy of the Church could such a marvellousstatementbe
made. Of thirty ArchbishopsandBishopsnow in Ireland,excluding
his Grace the Archbishop of Tuam, only onehas worna mitre for 27
and two for 25 years,while only fivehave beenmore than20 years on
the Episcopal Bench. Confining* myself to this outline statement,
which to many must be interesting,Ihave only to add that, the
coming jübilee willbe celebratedwithallthe warmthandenthusiasm
becoming the filial affe jtion and popular veneration entertained, by
..the Irish race,abroad andat home, for the illustrious and beloved
Archbishopof Tuam.— '
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IRISH FREEMASONS.
TheParliamentaryreturns obtained on the motionofLordRobert
Montaguewith reference to Freemasons in Ireland have justbeen
issued,andcontain matter of particular interest. They show what
.Masonic Societies or Lodges, or Friendly Brotherhoods, in this
country have orhave not"complied with the Acts 2nd and3rdVic-
toria, exempting these fraternities, on certain conditions, from the
penaltiesof the Act of Geo. IV. According to theprovisions of the
lattermeasures theconditions of exemption are that each Society or
Lodgeshall depositwith theClerkof the Peace a listof itsmembers,
andshall alsoregister itself by and before the expirationofthe 25th
day ofMarchineach year. Failing to fulfil these legal conditions,
every memberof every such Society or Lodge is, binder the earlier
Act, a felon, and is liable to a penal servitude for a long termof
years. Thestate of thelawbeing thus,it cannot be questioned that
the law has been broken. According to the official return signedby
the Clerkof thePeace for Dublin, it appears that for anumber of
years severalSocieties ofFreemasons in this country havenot com-
pliedwith the Act. Furthermore, itis required by the legal enact-
ment thatan affidavit, signed by two members of each Society, or
Lodge,orBrotherhood, should be deposited at the same timewith
therollandregister. Buthere, also, it appears fromthe return that
theGrand Master'sLodge, the high governing element of theBro-
therhood,has ignored the requirements of the Exemption Act since
theyear 1867, while No. 2 Lodge. (Grand Master's) has shown a
similardisregard oflawful conditions except in1869 and1873. The
other branches of the Brotherhood, whose members have been
seriously amenable to the law, include the Victoria Lodge, No. 25
Lodge, theEblanaLodge, and the Duke of Clarence Lodge. Uni-
versity Lodge and St.Patrick's Lodge have been equally remiss.
None of these have complied with the Act since1871. Everymem-
ber of these lodges is, therefore, a felon by the previous Act of
George. The GrandLodge itself,of which theLordLieutenantand
the IrishChief Secretary are members, together withseveral other
personsof highposition,has been ineffectanillegalassociation, and
every membervirtually a felon, who should, in the legal courseof
things, be atpresentworking out his sentence of penalservittde. Mr.
Gibson'samendment to the Peace Preservation Act, adoptedsome
time ago, protects defaultersagainst thepenaltiesof their violationof
the law. They incurred theguilt of membersof anunlawfulsociety,
and had they been treated according to the letter of the law, they
wouldbe at thismoment in Spike, orMount]oy,or Pentonville.

Laws arelike spiders'Svebs,poor flies remain;
v Therichandgreat breaklightly through again.

We don'tsay the distinguished functionaries who ought haveknown
theirbusiness better than to violate what they were appointedto ad-
minister ought to be punished for the felony;butit is unjust that a
heavy andunrelentinghand should be held over the people ofthe
country, while those whose place it is to set a good example may
break thelaws withimpunity. In this,as in other cases, a clear dis-
tinction is made between the people of this country and thoseen-
trustedwith its governmentandrepression.— 'Freeman.'

THE JOAN OF ARC FESTIVAL AT ORLEANS.
On theBthofthismonththerewascelebratedthe446thanniversary
of the raising of the siege of Orleans— one of those national
festivals that haveacharacter j>eculiar to themselves. Amongst
allthecommemorationsthat have survived, the lapse of centuries
Ido notknow one that has the power— and rightly— of exciting
such'deep feelings, The frontof theoldCathedralof Orleans was
decoratedthroughout its wholeextent withhangings of tapestry.
Around thearmsandstandardof Joan of Arc theyweregrouped,
as onceon the fieldof battle,the standard and armsofDunois of
LaHire,ofHaintrailles,,andof the Sire de Raiz. Together with
themweredisplayed the arms of theEchevin Raoulde Gaucourt,
of theCity and Duchy of Orleans, of the Cathedral Chapter,of
PiusIX.,and of the Bishopof theDiocese,Monseigneur Daupan-
lonpj while abovethe high altar, and round the entire circuitof
thesanctuary, wereplaced "on a level -withthe loftyclerestry the
effigies of numerous saints, both male and female, whom the
Dioceseof Orleans is privileged to claim as its own,and amongst"
whomthenamesof Aignonand Coulmier's are inseparablyunited
to that of Joanof Arc. At 8p.m., the hour whenJoanmadeher
triumphant entry into the rescued city of Orleans, the Bishop
appearedon theparvisc of the Cathedral,surroundedby his clergy,
whochanted the AyeMaria, and aprocession was formed, which
traversed, the GrandeRue Jeanned'Arc accompaniedby amilitary,
oscorb,andfollowedby a vastmultitude, amidstthe glare of flam-
beauxandthe sound of drums and trumpets, and so returned to
the Cathedral, whichnowpresenteda magnificent spectacle. "The
ancientbuilding was illumin'atcdwith Bengallights in three tiers
fromits peristyle "to the summit of the Bell-tower, belonging"to
theperiodof Joanof Arc, and the- warlike clangof the trumpets
respondedto the tolling of the greatbellof the Cathedral,and'the
chantof the clergy to the salvos of cannon. The Bishopand the
Mayor embracedeach other,in tokenof that unionof religion and
country withoutwhich nothing is truly great. Here is afestival
suchas religioncanproduce, a festivalthatspeaks to theheartas
well as to eyes of men, and.calculatedto reanimate"the spiritof
true greatness of human nature. M. Bernard, chaplain of tho
Ecole Normale Superieur of Paris, ascended the pulpit, and
eloquentlymaintainedthethesia thatJoanofArcistheidealtype of
loveof country, as St. VincentdePaixlis 'of charity,St.Francisof
Sales of kindness, St. Francis of Assisi of holy poverty, and Sti
ThomasAquinasof learning.— 'Tablet.' /
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THE ARCHBISHOPOF TUAM.
The jubileeof his Grace the veneratedArchbishop of Tuam,celebrat-
ing the 50th year of his episcopate,falls on Saturday, sthJune, but
the day beinginconvenient to the clergythe festivities andceremonial
have been fixed for Tuesday the Bth. On that morningHighMass
willbe celebratedin the Cathedral,and Father Burke, the eloquent
Dominican, will have a noble subject to inspirehim. His Grace is
one of the most remarkable Prelates in Christendom. Born atTobernavecen, on the south-western shore of Lough Conn, under
Nophin,parish of Addergoole,diocese of Killala,in1789, he is now
86 yearsof age 5 yet the Archbishop appears to bo in the enjoyment
of a9unimpaired intellectual faculties and bodily activity as he was
in the prime of manhood. Buta few days agohis Gracepresidedat
the obsequiesof the lateBishopof Achonry,who was nearly his own

.age,butnot half as long in the Episcopate. He has never hada
coadjutor,andperforms all the duties of his extensive diocese with
activity and energy,havingonlylately administeredConfirmationin
I^..island parishes whichare in those cyclades,as Avan andClare,
iflV^em ClewBayand the westerncoast. The Archbishopof Tuam
is three yearsanolderman,andmanyyears anolder Bishop, than the
Holy Father. After abriefeducation of only two yearsinCastlebar
Le enteredMaynooth College on ihe 20thSeptember,1807, at the age
of 18, in the second class of humanity,and suchwas the diligenceand
ability thathe displayed that on Dr. Delahogue'shealth failing the
Rev. John MacHale, then 25 years of age, was appointed lecturer
underhim-in dogmatic theologyon the30th August,1814, and on the
21st June,1820, he was appointed successor to Dr.Delahoguain thatChair of Theology. From1820 to 1825, whenhe loft the college,ho
publishedhis celebratedletters, signed

"Hierophilus,"someof which
wereaddressedto theEnglishpeople,some to Mr.Canning, andsome
toDr.Magee,Protestant Archbishop of Dublin. These letters, like
those of the sameperiodbyDr.Doyle,Bishop ofKildare andJLeighlin(signed J. K. L.), caused intense excitement. Some of them were
answers to the Rev. Dr. Phelan, Fellow and Professor in Trinity
College (anapostate),who published severalhighly offensive phamph-
letsunder the.name ofDeclan, and toanotherapostate,Rev. MortimerO'Sullivan, to whom Moore devoted many of his satirical poorns.
Some of the letters are against the Bible societies, the proselytising
schools, and the New Reformation,as it was called, then opening.
Butperhaps the most remarkable topic discussed by him is the dis-
establishment and disendowmont of the Irish Protestant Church,
many years before Catholics wero emancipated,and -nearly half a
century before the Irish Churah Act of 1869 was passed. Dr.Waldron,BishopofKillala,being 'infirm,desired a coadjutor,andfor
two or. three years urged- the appointment thereto of ProfessorMacHale,ofMaynooth,as adistinguished subject ofthe diocese. At
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