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‘been got through under considerable difficulties, the last score of
milea being performed when the feet of the walker were cut up in
# fearful manner, and he required strong doses of brandy during the
last few miles tokeep up the stimulus. Notwithstanding this draw-
back, however, he gamely struggled through to the end, and came in
f winner with time to spare. As Edwards made stoppages to the
extent of four hours, his speed averaged five miles per hour during
the twenty bours in which he wae engaged. We learn that the
same feat will soon be attempted by alad 14 years of age, named
Scott, and those who are in a position to know of his eapabilities
are pretty confident of the boy being sble to walk the distance in
the stated time.

Ir gelf-praise be no recommendation, the utterances of the
< Cookstown Herald,” grandiloguent though thay be, must be
veceived cum grono selis.  Our readers have no doubt read the fable
of the frog that distended its body to the size of a bull, and the
lamentable consequences thereof, a fate, we fear, dest-me_d for the
community so glowingly eulogised in the following strain :— No
wonder we are lond in our cncomiums-~we stand in the Preseaé
looking down the aisles of the temple of Futarily, the same as did
the founders of Rome, London, Paris, New York, Melbourne, and
Sydrgy—we see nought to regret, though experiencing much
depression on discovering that language fails us in the delineations
of the vista before us. There is nothing Eutopian about it, the
realities already realized in sueh a short space of time, are all too
polid in their component parts to be confounded with the phantagy
of an incongruous chimera.”

Tur King of Burmah is going to publish a newspaper, and
those of his subjects who decline to subseribe to it are to be
heheaded, A short time ago his Majesty gave notice that he
wanted a competent English editor, with Anglo-Indian experience
of journalism, to whom a thousand rupees a month would be paid.
He added that he would only make one stipulation—mnamely, that
the editor should pledge himself to follow with constant approval
the line of policy adopted by the Court, that nothing displeasing to
his Majesty should ever appear in the journal, and that in the case
of the rules being infringed the editor should beforehand sanction
hig Yiability to receive immediately five hundred strokes on the sole
of the foot with the * sluckkak wukk”.—whatever that may mean !
The capital of the Burmese Empire iz still in want of a news-
paper.

THE DRAMA.
it

AFTER & most successful run of close upon n week, the “Red Pockot-
book ™ was withdrawn to make way for “The Streets of New York,”
which was produced on Seturduy night. The piece is not new to a
Dunedin audience, and consequently having ne claim to novelty, aa it
decidedly had not to merit, it was replaced on Mondoy evening by o
most thrilling dreama ontitled “Bast and West? The plot is so
iniricate, and sensation follows sensation with such rapidity, that it is
a matler of impossiblity to follow the author throngh the incongruous
maze into which he leads the andience. This, however, has been pro-
ductive of o beneficial resnlt, inasmuch az it furnishes sufficient
oceupation during the long intervals between fthe acts in striving to
unweave the tangled web which has been submitted. In spite,
however, of the mass of absurdities which do duty for plot,
the piece br'stles with laughter-provoking situntions, and the diatogue
is crisp and razey. Tt mmy be that the author had some hidden
motive, which he deemed not politic to divulge to the audience, for
tho very great demand which {s made upon their imagination; or it
may be that {he drama was intended for an American aundience who
liko to indulge their propensity for “ guessing” As we have said,
the pieco hns no conlinuity. In one act the curtain drops on Charles
Raud and Mounisin Jim, as the possessors of o mine of untold gold,
only to rise and find the former forced to work for o master he loathes,
That net closes with the same person placed Zors de combat, only to
reproduce him in the final tableau radiant in spotless black with white
tie. By what means his altered fortune has been effected does not
appear, but this is only in keeping with the general lhaze which
o’ershadows the whole piece. Nevertheless, therc is ample scope
afforded in thoe drama for some escellent neting in the characters of
Mountain Jim, Paudbeen, aud the heroine. The hero would appesy
to belong to the feline tribe, and to be possessed of & plurality of lives,
for, notwithstanding he is thrown among tho machinery of a cotton
mill, place@ beneath the stampers of a quartz-crushing machine, net
to speuk of innumerable other hair breadth ’scapes, he always turns up
abt the right time sound of wind and limb. Indeed ithe very different
cireumstances under which he' disappears when the curtein drops in
one act, 1o what he is piaced in in the next, would lead one to suppose
thal were the auth: r to write & key to i{he dramna, the bere’s esperi-
ences when behind the scenes, and by which all those mysterious
changes have been wrought, would prove squally interesting with the
dramo itsclf. However, if the piece be nobt an instruetive one, it
suppiies mueh food for rellection, nnd many of the grotesquesituations
willh which it abounds are extremely ludicrous and amusing.

On Wednesday, the emotional play of “ The Marble Heart ™
was presented with e, Bates in the dual characters of Phidiag
and Raephael Duchalett. Mr.” Bates must be highly complimented
on his truly natural representation of the infatuated artist, whose
happiness is wrecked and life sacrificed through his insane love for
the beartless woman of the world—The Marble Heart. The drama
is one which would scarcely be a favourite with most persons,
owing to a preponderance of the tragic element. Although there
are over a dozen characters in the cast, there are in reality but
three or four upon whom any burden falls.. These are Mademoi-
solie Marco (Mrs. Bates), Raphael (Mr. Bates), Volarge (Mr.
Stoneham), and Veand Re (Mr. Saville), all the others heing
merely subsidiary to fill in the background, when an imposing
‘picture is depicted. As the cold calculating woman of .the world,
who crushes the natural promptings of her heart in the furtherance

of her ambitious ends, Mrs. Bates was secen to advantage; and the
scene in which, hiding her passionate love beneath = stoical in-
difference, she xepudiates the affection of Baphael, was one of her
best efforts. Im Mr. Stoneham the wanagement have pecured a
most painstaking and reliable actor, and one whose appearance on
the stage is ever welcome. During the short term which has
elapsed sinee his appearance in the Princess Theatrs he has appeared
in a variety of characters, which he has sustained with a success
which is a good guarantee of. his versatility. His Volarge im
* Marble Heart’’ was a very excellent rendering of a very difficult
character, a verdiet which can also be pronounced wupon his Dies
genes in the prologue to the drama. Tt, as it is said, variety is
charming, it must be confessed Messrs Steele and Keogh have
spared no pains by the change and attractiveness of their pro-
grammes to earn the patronage of the public, and it must be ad-
mitted that they fairly desorve the measwre of success which hag
attended their efforts to please.

AFTER A STORM COMES A CALM.—LOVERY’
QUARRELS,.

. =+
Tug violent storm eaused by Mr, Glabstone’s pampllet canuot fail to
profit the Church in the end. It may, and most likely will, profit
Mr. Glodstone himeelf, and all men of good will whe, like him, have
opposed the Church hitherto under mistaken views of duty. Dr.
Newman, I notice, apclogises for Mr. Gladstons, and tells us that, in
his opinion, Catholica themselves are to hlame, and have provoked
him to write what he has put forth in his hostile pamphlet. Catho-
lics, some of them, have, for years, by their * wild words®” and ** over-
bearing deeds,” done much to place their prineiples in o falso light
beford the Protestant public. = They have excited unnecessary and
rensonsble alarm in the Protestant mind. This remark does not
apply to the FPope and the Roman Catholic Tpiscopate generally.
Mr, Hadstone’s pamyphlet, and the replies it has excited, will serve to:
bring about a better understanding between the Catholic and Protes-
1i:a.11t communiiy, and to remove many groundiess apprehansions in the
Future.

After the atorm there will be a calm, and the voice of truth will
have botter chance of baing then heard. It strikes me strongly that
the present quarrel between My, Gladstone and the Catholics is o
lovers’ quuivel, and, ke other quarrels of that kind, will end in s
reconcilistion when the mutnal affection will hecome warmer than
ever, and permanent. Blr. Gladstone took this part when the Catholic
party in the House of Commons rejected the University Bill, after all
he had done to serve them in the past. We cannot wonder at his
doing this, though we cannot blame the Catholic party for having
done their duty as conspience dictated to them. In spite of all the
harsh words and irritating insinuations on MMr. Gladstone’s side, and
notwithstanding all the ignorant language on the Catholic side during
thi: memorable and exciting controversy, it is plain that Mr. Glad-
stone and the Catholios both have the highest respect for each other,
The compliments that have passed between them are sven more con-
gpicucus than their hard words. It is impossible, or at least most
unlikely, that o man of such “a religious mind™ as My, Gladstone’s "
can for ever resist Catholic Truth, even though under present eiveum-
stances hie be nursing his wreath ngainst it. Man proposes, but God
disposes. Mr. Gladstone proposed, by Ius pamphlet, to inflict o
heavy blow on the Catholic Church as now constituted; to get up
within her what he calls a * conmstitutional parly,” to restrain the
ecclesinstical power, to place the Church, in fact, under the deminion
of a popular faction Ied by such men as himself. This is obviously
his dveam : the object of his ambition. But tho end will be most
likely that Mr. Gladatone himself will £ollow his friend, Lord Ripon,
into the Chureh, and become one of the nost devoub, the most
obedient, and the most exemplary of her sons. Mo ensure this end
humility is the only thing he wanis. Weall know that if any man
would receive the Truth of God he must receive it with the docility
ond humility of a ¢hild. It must be bard, indeed, for an intellectnal
giant and Protestant statesman, the pride of Prolestent England and
of tho established Chureh, like Mr. Gladstone, to divest himself of all
pride and human respect, as he must do if ever he enter the Romm;,u
Catholic Church.

But what way not tho Grace of God effect, espeeially when oper-
abing on o religious mind and a good and honest heart snch as helong
to Mr. Gladstone. Dr. Newmon's remark about the provecation
given io Mr. Gladstone to make a raid on the Catholie Church ought
not to be lost sight of.  Catholic principles, even when stated in mild
terms, are npt encugh to offend and alarm Protestants, and Protess
tants as we see, of good will and wot hostile to us. What then must
be the effect of stating these principles in wild and exaggerated lan-
guage, a3 no doubt is often done by Cathelic zealots. I mainisin that
tho .gh we bave many opponents, we have few or no enemies, and the
hoetility of conscientions opponents, however mistaken and prejudiced
or violent, such opponents may be, ought to bo, treated tenderly and
respectfully. which can be done without any compromise of prineiple.

Laxe.

A

The high water at the recent flood (says tho ¢ California Alta’) .
washed shout four feet of earth from ten to fifteen acros of land lying-
along the Termessee River, near Louisvills, Blount county, Cennessee.
‘When the water subsided a strange spectacle was presented. The
whole of the denuded aren waa covered with skeletons. Some were
straight, some reclining, some doubled np, and some in = sitting pos-
ture. There were the osseous forms of infants, of children, and of
full-grown persons, ovexr one thousand forms having been counted..
Persons who hove lived in the vieinity of this mysterious cemet
for more then half o, century never heard of any human bones being
discovered there before, and the skeletons are not found in & mound,,
or what appears to be unartificial formations of earth.



