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DEATH.
Btony.— On the 25th instant, at Nelson, Mr. Edward WilliamJBhiihj, aged fifty-four years.
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PRIVILEGED CLASSES.

schools towhich the Government refusbs all aid from thepublic revenues. Theadherents of the Churchof Englandhave also denominational schools which are equally ignored
by Government. But the Presbyterians have no schools.Why?, because the Government schools,maintained byfunds belonging to the community at large,are in reality
Presbyterian. In Canterbury and Auckland the systemof education is practically Anglican,but then the Presby-terians are satisfied,inasmuch as Catholics are excludedaudat the same time compelled to pay for their exclusion'So far, then, from the State here being what our contem-poray says it is, the contrary is the fact. In the three
provincesof.Otago, Canterbury,and Auckland,one of themain functions of Government is to protect certain privi-legedclasses inthe possession of their peculiaradvantagesItwill be necessary, therefore, for the 'Otago Guardian'to amend its definition of the State.

The newspapers of the colony are for the most partgreat advocates of education,provided however, the Gov-ernment, whilst excluding Catholic schools from all share
in tbe school rates', willmaintain a system approved ofbyone party only. According to these worthies,allmustpayfor Government schools, buta considerable portion of thepeople who pay for them must be excluded, unless theyapostatise from their principles, and discard their con-scientious convictions.

Nor is this all. These would-be guides of public
opinion,eveninthe presence of notorious facts, advocatea system of education which has already led to thedemoralisation of the people amongst whom it has beenestablished. This is the teachingof experience,and itdoesnot surpriseus,for what can godless education lead to butto godlessness.

THE NEW EXECUTIVE.<-+
The whirligigof timebrings about strange changes,and aglance at the State coach would perceive an odd lotseated upon the box. Ever since the late Treasurer re-moddled his former Ministry, to the exclusion of MrBastings, a Nemesis has been on his track, until theungenerons treatment has been repaid, and the despisedone now takes his place at the helm. "We have no doubtthe tactics employed to gracefully shelve the obnoxiouscolleague,willbe fresh in the minds of our readers TheExecutive of which Mr Tuenbull was the head,andMrBastings amember, resignedon theplea that the Provin-cn&\ becretary wasunable to devote sufficient time to theaffairs of office, through thepressure of privatebusiness.Were this really the case, and did ;his subsequent conductbear out the step, neither Mr Bastings nor thepublicwould have been at liberty to cavil at the decision " foralthough there are certain duties which every citizen owesto the btate,none areexpectedto assume publisoffices totheneglectof private interests. No sooner,however wasthe object attained by the resignation, than a reconstruc-tion was effected, which was notable for theretention ofonemember who,itwas;asserted, had been so anxious toretire,and therejection ofanother whowas just as anxioustoremain. Such being thefact,then,itwas quite apparentto morethan MrBastings that the step taken had beenbut a ruse to dispense with his services, and as humannature is weak, andmenseldomform the same estimate oftheir qualifications andabilities as thatheldby their neigh-,bours, itwas but natural to suppose that the ungracioustreatmentby his colleagues was neither forgotten nor for-
g^eu. That such is the case, the peculiar-phraseologyinwhich the want of confidence motion was framed, willtestify jandit would appear as if the conspiratorhad'care-fullypreserved thedagger of his opponent with which tostrike the death-blow. The causeof complaint set forth issupremely vague,buttheconcludingportionunmistakeablyfurnishes thekey to the motive by which it ia promptedThe terms of impeachment are as follows :—

"That in theopinion of this Council, the financial proposals broughtdown by the Government arenot satisfactory, and that th©present distribution of Executive offices has not beenfound tobe conducive to the properadministration of theaFair£i ° f the "PrO7irlce- T!*e Council therefore requeststhe Government to reconsider their present position,with a view to better financial and administrativearrangements being arrived at." It will be thusseen that the blow was aimed at individual members,rather than against the Executive as a body,and" taking
previous circumstances into consideration it is not

Ika recent article on Public Libraries, one of ourdailycontemporariessays, the aidgiven totliemby the ProvincialGovernment of Otago willnodoubt appearveryshocking tothe opponentsof GovernmentEducation. This willdependhowever, on thenature of the system of education niainltamedby the State. Itis quite conceivable that theStatemight be just, and that consequently no shock would begiven to any one. Butour contemporary meansof course,that the opponentsof theOtago systemwillreceive ashockon learning that the Government, supportedby all,durino-the last Session contributed beyond £500 out of thecommon funds oftheprovince to circulate books " inverymany of which the vilest falsehoods are statedinreferenceto thereligion,clergy,andpolicy ofoneportion of thecom-munity. And the sense of injustice thus provoked,willbe enhanced by the reflection that all aid is refused tothe members ot tins community, out of the moneys con-tnbuted by themselves. J

Such being the case, oursurprisehas been greatindeedto find alittle further on,inthearticle from which wehavequoted the following words-"The State is a co-operateassociation, waose main object is to render more efficientthe efforts of its members to obtain for themselves thegreatestpossible amount ofhappiness that canbe obtainedunder the circumstances in which theyareplaced If thisdefinition weregiven of any other 'State' than those ofthe British Colonies,or of the United States ofAmericait would,perhaps,not be a strictly correct one. In anyattempt, for instance, to define the < State 'of England
account would have to be takenof the fact that oneof itsmam functions is to protect certain hereditary privilegedclasses m the possession of their peculiar advantages"Therearenone so blind as [those that will not see Thewriterof theabove isclearly of opinion that here, in NewZealand, the Governments lender more efficient the effortsof coloniststo obtain for themselves the greatest possibleamount of happiness;and that oneof theirmain functions
is not to protect certainprivileged classesin the possessionof their peculiar advantages. What are the facts ? Inthe matter of education, for example,nothing could con-tribute moreto the greatesthappiness of Denomiuational-lsts than the appropriation to their own schools of anequitable share of themoneys they are compelled

"

to pay
for the purposes of education. This would be also inaccordance withthe primaryprinciples of natuial justice.

The Governments of Otago, Canterbury,andAucklandhowever, persistently refuse to do this, and devote theentire of the taxes levied for schools in support of theeducation of one sectionof thecommunity,to theexclusionof the other. The *Otago Daily Times 'of course, willtellus there is no schoolrate in Otago ;but it can notdeny
that the Government,out of the common State fund,sup-ports a system of education which one portion of thepeople does not and can not accept. As to Canterbury
aud. Auckland,however, the miserable subterfuge of the'Times'cannot be applied. Again, is it true that Govern-
mentshere donot protect certain privileged classesin thepossession of their peculiar advantages? Let us see.Here, in Otago, theEoman Catholics have,inmanyplaces
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