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ancient and historic capitals as Vienna and Constantinople farbehind her in the race. And yet, her growth seemsno less sound
in bole than high inbranch andrichinfoliage. On comingback
into the cityaftersome years'absence, youarecaught by a surprise
at everyturn. Youmay not like tosay you leftthe city clay, andfindit marble;yet the saying would not seem a great perversion,
of the facts. Eight years ago,Ileftmany of my friends inbrickhouses, who are now dwelling in marble palaces. Take, as an
example,my friendG. W. Childs. Atthe time of my last visit,he
lived incosy lodgings— very cosy lodgings, Iadmit;buthenowresides in anedifice that wouldnot need to veilhis face before the
luxiu-y of Apsley House. The thoroughfares are rising intopomp
and show. Idonot speak just now of public buildings of excep-
tional characterand excellence— such edifices as Girard'sCollege,
the most perfect classical building in America, or of the new
Girardbridge, over the Schuykill river, the widest tind perhaps
the handsomest iron roadwayin the world— butof ordinary struc-
tures,such as clubs and banks, churches and law-courts, masonichalls, hotels andnewspaper offices. Twoor throe of thenewbanks
areequal to thebest things lately donein Lombardstreet, while
the great Masonic Temple puts the residence of our ownGrand
Lodge to shame. Nonewspaper office inEuropecancompare with,
the 'Public Ledger 'office in Chestnut street. The new churches
are mostly good in style, and rich in material, nearly allbeing
faced with either rough greenstone, or polished white marble.
The newbuildings of theUniversity of Pennsylvania— partly com-
pleted,are fine in exterior, being built of the rough greenstone
peculiar to the place, faced withred sandstone, as well as richin
apparatusandcollections, the departmentof physicsbeingparticu-
larly good. Broad street is not yeta rivalof Pall Mall,but Perm
square is both larger and better built than St. James's square.
Market street is not yet equal to the Strand, butChestnut street
is not unworthy torank with Cheapside, and in a few years the
business quarters of Philadelphia will vie in architectural effect
with that of the bestparts ofLondon, even Queen Victoria street
andLudgate hill.

But banks are banks and clubs are clubs. A specialbeauty
maybegained in onepartof a city at the expenseof others, as we
have seen in Blooinsbury and Belgravia, when thousands onthousands of the poor wererouted out in order to make room for
New Oxford street and Grosvenor gardens. Such tilings may
occur ingreatcities without being signs of growth. Thepulling
down of Paris, under Louis Napoleon, was no evidence of publichealth,butrather of a hectic glow andmorbidappetitefor change.
How are the ordinary houses built ? How are the mass of people
lodged ? These are thequestionswhicha statesmanandamoralist
ought to ask. Itis not enough toask whether,behind these banks
andpalaces, there are any Field lanes and Fox courts;it is of
more importance to see how the average classes of mankindarehoused.

Innoplace, either in America or out ofit, haveIseen such
solid work— such means of purity and comfort— in the ordinary
privatehouses,as inPhiladelphia. There seem tobe nosheds, nohovels, no impurities. In almost every house Ifind a bathroom.
Let noreader think the presence of a bathroom inahouse a little
thing. Itis a sign. A bath means cleanliness, andcleanliness
means health. In oriental countries we have seen the baths of
sultans andpachas;basins of marble, in the midst of shady trees,
with jetsof flashing water; luxuries for the rich, not necessaries
andconveniences for the poor. Here we have baths for everyone
wholikes to pay for water,- and Ihave read in the Water Com-
pany's report that more than 40,000 heads of famines inPhila-
delphia pay that company the water-rate for household baths.
That record is a greater honor tothe city— as implying many other
things, the thousandvirtnes that dependonpersonalcleanliness

—
thaneven thebeauties of Fairmont Park. Yet Fairmont Park is,
in its way,a wonder of the earth, even in these days of public
parks.— 'Dixon'sLifein America.'

Some few weeks since Father Chevalier was received[by the
HolyFather. Our readers will remember that thisesteemedprieta
is the Superior of the Society of the Sacred Heart of Notre Dame
d'lssoudun. InJune last he visited Rome to beseech the Holy
Father to consecrate the entire Church to the Sacred Heart. The
Pope at this time gavehim everyhopethathe wouldconsent todo
so, and the father on his return to Issoudun wrotetoall the arch-
bishops andbishops of the worldandinvited them to induce their
flocks to sign anaddress to his Holiness, entreating him to fulfil
his promise. Itwas to presentthese signatures to the Pope that;
Father Chevalier obtained the interview we are about to describe.
The signatures are inscribed in thirty huge red volumes, and
amount tono less than3,000,000 of names. Of these, 160arethose
ofbishops. Each volumecontains miniatures of the patron saints
and arms of the various cities whose inhabitants have signed
the petition. The binding is of scarlet leather, andbears the arms
andmonograms ofHis Holiness andalso those of our Lady's con-
vent at Issoudun, Father Chevalier had not been long in the
Vatican before thePopemade his appearance, surrounded by his
court. Whilst listening toa fine address read to him by Father
Chevalier, tears were observed to flow down the cheeks of the
august Pontiff:"Threemillion of signatures!" heobservedat the
conclusion of the address. "That is an army. Iwillplace myself
at itsheadand weshallconquer the world. WhatIsay onearthI
desire andhopewill be recordedinheaven. We are still awaiting
the hourof victory,anditwillsurely come. We mustwaitpatiently
andGod will deliver us from our enemies. Letourbanner be that
of truth, for truthis sure to succeed and trampleupon falsehoodin
theend." The Popehasnot givenany definite promise as yet to
toFather Chevalier,as to whenhe will dedicate the Church to the
Heartof her Spouse,buteverything tends tomakeusbelieve that
the importantevent willtake placebefore long.

The latest aspects of the Keystone State, as Pennsylvania is |
proudly called, are, apart from passing politics, the amazing j
growthof her chief city, the creation of Fairmont Park, and the
preparationfor a centennial, to be held in the summer of187G.
The growth ofPhiladelphia is, in truth, amazing. Menare living
InWalnut street who recall a day when she was not so large as
Croydon. She is now bigger than Berlin— nearly as big asNew
York. In1830 sho was about the size of Edinburgh. Ten years
later she was as big as Dublin. In another tenyears she hadout-
grownManchester. In IS6O she was ahead ofLiverpool. At the
present moment Philadelphia is more than equaltoManchester,
Liverpool and Sheffield combined. If the population of Dublin
andEdinburgh,York, Lancaster, andChester werecountedinone
tale, they would hardly make up half the numbers who livein
Philadelphiaat this presentday. Ifsize is but another name for
pevver,the City of Brotherly Loveis metropolitan. Leaving out
of our account the more thandoubtful figures as to Chinese cities,
1hiladelphia claims tobe the fourthcity in the world,admitting
j.o superiorin size saveLondon,Paris, and New York. She over-
,in« all other rivals. She is bigger than Moscow andSt. Peters-
tus>, the twocapitals of Russia,put together. The three eupitalo
it xhe Austro-Magyor monarchy, Vienna,Pesth, and Prague, fall
i,ir below her numbers;nay,she has leftbehind her in the raceof
progress the four combined capitals of "United Italy

—
Rome,

Florence, Naples, and Turin ! She claims to have at thepresent,
hour apopulation somewhat exceeding eleven hundred thousand
souls-!

Yet there is nothing accidental in the growth of Philadelphia.
She hasnot been made a Royal residence like Rome, the centreof
a newImperialsystemlike Berlin. No great discovery of mineral
wealth has drawn to her neighborhood the enterprisingspirits of
all nations, like San Francisco. She has not become the chief
entry for immigrants from Europe like New York. Shehasnot
sprung into a fashion like Brighton and Sarratoga. Shehas not
owedher fortune to havingbeen made a freeport, likeLivorno,or
toherhaving taken the fancy of a Caesar, likeMadrid. Her growth
is natural growth. We notice anabnormal growthinmany towns.
A railway bridge secured prosperity to Omaha;a line of docks
made Birkenhead;a spring of oil gives life to Petrolia. Phila-
delphia owesher wealth to generalcauses, andher greatness is not
jeopardisedby the failure of a dozenindustries.

The sudden growth of modern Rome and the enormous
splendour of Berlin are not so singular as the growth and
splendour of Philadelphia. Rome is, in point of population, a
sixth-rate town. In three years, London adds to her num-
bers more people than cluster on the Seven Hills. In four
years Philadelphia does the same. For one supposes that
Rome will grow for ever as she is growing now. A new Govern-
ment, with a court,an army,anda Parliament, cannot enter every
year. Berlinhas also grown withan amazing swiftness, and the
capital of an imperial Germany may feel the impulse of events
longer than Rome;for Germany is a bigger country thanItaly,
her state system is less parochial,and more of her chief citizens,
both civil and military, will find their interest in being at the
Emperor's court. Yet, in Berlin, as in Washington,Madrid, and
other artificialcapitals, the limit of this accidental growth soonbe
reached. Berlin is not, like London and Philadelphia, a great
commercialcentre, witha port sufficientlynear the sea for purposes
of trade. Berlin is land-locked, like Madrid. Few things are
morecertainin this ageof change, than that the future capitalsof
the world will standonboth the elements, and be,asConstantine
said of oldByzantium,accessible at onceby hindandsea.

Philadelphiacan boast of her approaches both by land and
eea;yetof a situation free fromall theordinary chances ofassault
in time of war. The other day Isaw a calculation by a clever
hand in Pennsylvania, showing that in twenty-five years Phila-
delphiawill have passedNew York,as she has already overtaken
Constantinople, andintwenty-five years more will have overtaken
Paris;so that she will then be in a position, face to face with
London, owningno other rival on the earth. In England we are
treated twice or thrice a year toextracts from American papers on,the"phenomenal growth

"
of New York;and truth to tell, the

increase of that city is so rapid that a man who has beenabsent
fromthe island ton or twelve years may easily lose his ancient
landmarks. A member of the late Cabinet, who hadnot seenNew
York for fifteen years, toldme an amusing tale how hehad tried
to find bis wayabout andlost his clues at everyturn. The desert
had beco.ne a park,the swamp hadgrown into a line of wharves.
Where ho had left a squatter's hollow he found la fashionable
square. Hisfriendshadgone toliveup town. Oldmenremember
a time when Niblo'sGarden was in a suburb, like Cremorne, and
when the City Hall Park was thought as near the country as
CentralPark is thought to-day. Itis not long since Bleeker street
-was a fashiomble lounge. Some old families, who will not change
■theirquarteisWery generation, still reside in Bond street, buta
New York exqfcisite,withhis villa on theborders of Jerome Park,
affects the san* ignorance of Bond streetas the dandy inPark
lane affects of Iwssellsquare. Ten yearsago Fifth Avenueended
where the fashionable lady saysit now begins. Thatportionof
New York chic's forty years ago comprised the port or city is
reduced to a mewß congressionaldistrict, while the New Yorkof
the presentday extends, not only beyond the Harlem River,but
across theHudsonttandthe Sound. The circumference is not leas
thanforty miles. Incentral mass andscattered groups itbears a
ruderesemblance t<\Staniboul, but the American cityhas already
left behindthe imperialcapitalon the GoldenHorn.

This wonder is mmiliar toourthoughts;but we so rarelyhear
awordabouther rival on the Delaware that four persons inevery
five whoread these liWs will probably"be amazed tohear that, like
New York,Philadelphiaisso vasta plaot that she has leftsuch.
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