
Itis a somewhat prevalent ideaamongst the community that
persons are to be envied who have had the good fortune to
have been takenunder the paternalwingof the GeneralGov-
ernment. This may, and no doubt is, correct inisolated
cases, where placeshave been made for the favored few, but
it isa fallacy with regardto at least one class of the servants
of the State. Some short while since we drewattention to
the eccentric regulations in force in the postal department,
and this week we giveour readers a few facts regarding the
treatmentandremuneration of one section of its employe's.
We allude to the letter-carriers who constitute the Dunedin
staff. We think it will be admitted by those whohave been
resident in this city for the last decade that during that
period itsproportionshavebeen fully doubled,and during the
past three years, the rate of living, &c. has materially in-
creased. Taking these two facts, then,intoconsideration,it
is butnatural to supposethat to keep pacewith the marchof
progressan increase in the number of the staff wouldhave
been necessary, andina spirit of justice to its servants, the
Government wouldhave felt it incumbentupon it to see that
its employes werenotplaced at a disadvantageby increased
expenditurerequired, consequentupon thegeneralprosperity
of the colony. The Provincial Government, under whose
control isplacedthePoliceForceof Otago, viewed the matter
as we do, and some six'months ago, on the recommendation
of the Commissioner, increasedthe pay of everymember of
the Force, from the head of the department down to the last
constable. Butthe letter-carriers of Duoedin areunluckily
for themselves the servants of the General insteadof the Pro-
rincial Government,and the powers that rule at Wellington
donot see such matters with theeyes of ordinarymortals, or
Jnore likely stillare quiteoblivious of the increased duties of
the hard-worked letter-carriers of Dunedin. Whois to blame
in the matter weknow not;but this we do know

—
and our

authority for the fact is the Postmaster atDunedin
—

that the
staff is totallyinadequate to the requirmentsof thecity. As
aproof of its truthit may be started, thatunless when pos-
sessed ofaprivateboxat the post-office, upon the arrivalof
the Englishmail,no less than twenty-sixhours elapsebefore
itsdelivery,and that to persons withinfour hundred yards of
thehead office. And now for a few facts as to its cause.
Our readers will scarcely believe

—
but wehave it on thebest

authority—
that whilesix yearsago, when the city wasbut of

half itspresentdemensions, the number of postmen weresix;
now, to keeppace with itsrapidanddaily-increasing growth,
the number has been increased to four. A similar logical
and equitable decision has been arrived at inthe matter of
remuneration. Half a dozen years ago, when the work was
comparatively easy to what it is at present, when the hills
round about wherenot dotted with habitations,and with six
to do the work, the salary per man was fixed at £150 per
jrear. To-day, in consideration of thefacts set forth their pay
has beenraised to onehundred and thirty pounds. Isit any
wonder to hear, then, that under such paternaland consider-
ate treatment, two out of the four have handed in their
resignatiens,and leave the departmentat the close of the
presentmonth. In thePolice Force provisionismade for a
retiringallowance to its members after a termof years,but
nosuchcompensation is allotted thehard-worked andpoorly-
paid class to which wehave alluded. One of the two whose

, resignations havebeenhanded in, hasbeen inthedepartment
for thirteen years,arid after that lengthened term of service
he now quits itwith the consolation of knowing, that while
the whole community has been participating in thegeneral
prosperity,his meritshavebeea recognisedby increased work
and reduced pay. No doubt the vacancies thus made can
be easily filled,but will theybe filled, at least for a consider-
able time, in amanner to givesatisfaction ? Humble though
thepositionmay appear in the eyes of some,itisundoubt-
edlyone of trust and responsibility, and the policy which
causes trained servants of tried integrity to throw up their
appointments indisgust ismore thanquestionable. Itmaybe
that thehead of the departmentinDunedinhasnotthe neces-
sary authority toincreasehisstaff oritspay,but wehavenot the
slightest hesitation insayingthat wereproper representations
made by that officer to the Postmaster-General as to the total
inadequacyof the staffat 'his commandto meet the require-
ments of the city, the evil would be soonremoved. Inany
case,nomatter in whose hands1 the matter lies, steps should
atonce be taken to put a stop to the£ anomalous'stateofaffciniwe^havedescribed, aridiplace'the "departmentupon
something likeaWorkable.footing, : 7

-

NEWS OF THE WEEK.
Thefollowingis the daily average attendance of scholarsat

theCatholic schools at Queenstown andLawrence, whichproves
thatnotwithstanding the difficulties tinder which they areplaced
by the Government, the schools are largely attended:

—
Queens-town,averageattendance,65;number on theroll, 75;Lawrence,

attendance,120;'ontheroll,140
Sombmonths since weadvocated the initiation of

"
Saturday

eveningentertainments," pointing out how successfulsuch sources
ofamusement'hadprovedinother cities. We are pleased tosee
that stepshavebeentaken tocarryoutthe suggestion, the firstof
a series coming offat theOddfellows' Hall this evening. If pro-
perly managed,there canbe littledoubtof theirprovingasuccess,
andproviding a wholesome source of amusement. HisWorship
the Mayorhas consentedtooccupy the chair on this the opening;
night.

Wb havereceived fromthepublishers,MessrsLangbridge and
Edgcumbe, theproprietorsof the 'Bay of Plenty Times/ "The
Handbookto the Hot Lakesof the Rotomahana and TaupoDis-
tricts," whichwill be foundamostuseful guide to visitors to th«
Bay of Plenty. The littlewort contains an excellent map of the
district,andthe letter-pressgives most interesting historiesofits
settlement;inaddition,anaccountof the variousboiling springs,
healingbaths,geysers,and intenniting fountains for which itis
celebrated. Consideringthe manynatural curiosities with which
itabounds,its easy access from the principalnorthernports, and
the veryreasonable charges for accommodation,theHotLakedis-
trict should be extensively patronised by tourists, to whom the
little guide just published will be found to be a most useful
travelling companion.

, Wa wouldremind our readers that onnext Tuesday eveninghis
Lordship theBishop will deliver his promised lecture in aid ofthe
erection of a church at Port Chalmers. Setting aside the laudable
objecttowards which theproceeds are to be applied, the subject is
one whichmusthave peculiar attractionsat the present time.

The writer of
"

Socialities
"

in the " Australian Sketcher
'

tells
the following curious story:

—
"Two or three abnshouses for the

receptionof indigent Jews werebuilt in a certain city, and a fund
providedthat wouldgive £1 per week each, in addition to the free
quarters, to the objects of thecharity. Fora long timeno one could
begotto livein them. A personal canvass was made by the pro-
moters of the charity on their poorer brethren, but none of the
chosenpeoplecouldbe foundmean enoughto accept the terms.

'
Say

£2/ at last a feeble oldmarine storedealer said,'andI'llgo in.' His
offer was thankfully closed, andthe conductors, in their annual re-
port; congratulated thesubscribers on the progress the goodcause
was making. But evenfor £2 they couldn'tgeta tenant to go next
door. Determinedtomake tlie thing a success, thebenevolentpresi-
dentbribed an»ged pedlarandhis wifewith the offer of anextra. £1
out ofhis privatepocket to become partakers of the charity. The
rage of the original pauper when he heard of the transaction sur-
passes belief. 'It's a downright swindle/ he cried to the committee
on theirnext visit, 'I'm done out of a pound a week,andIwon't
standit. Lookhere, ifIdon'tget the samewagesas the othercove*
I'llgo out onstrike."

We notice from our Canterbury exchanges that Baker's
Hibernicon are now appearing in Timaru, and with an equal
amount of success to thatachievedinDunedin.

A bbmaekable contretemps has arisen between the Provincial
Governmentof Aucklandand theLadies' Benevolent Society, incon-
sequence ofthe former discharging the matronof the Old Woman's
Home, whichis under themanagement of theladies. The latter took
thematronunder their protection. The Deputy-Superintendent (says
the 'MarlboroughTimes') wrote to theladies that unless thematron
cleared out before noon on a certain day, that a policeman would
expediteher departure. The ladies thereupon carted the wholeof
thebedding and fittings of the home, which are their property,and
left the Government with the bare bxiilding full of decrepit old
womeninahelplessstate. Howthe matterwillend is doubtful,but
public feelingfavors the action of theladies inresisting thearbitrary
measureofthe Government.

The Hew Zealandcensusfor 1874 is just out of thehands of
theBegistrar-General, The population of th« colony, on theIst
March,1875, was 299,514,ofwhom4,816 wereChinese. Themales
numbered170,281, and the females 128,5233. The Provincialre-
turns are: Auckland, 67,451; Taranaki, 5,465; Wellington,
29,790;HawkesBay,9228;'Marlborough,6,045;Nelson, 22,558j
lWestland,14,660;Canterbury,58,775;Otago, 85,113. Thepopu-
lationof thechief townsis

—
Auckland (without suburbs), 12,755 j

with the suburbs of Parnell and-Newton, 21,520; Wellington,
10,547; Napier,3,514; NewPlymouth, 2,044; Wanganui, 1,134;
Nelson, 2,806; Hokdtika,3,352;Greynaouth, 2,551; Christchurch,
without,suburbs, 10,294;including suburbs, 16,959;Lyttelton,
2,974; Dunedin, 18,499; Port' Chalmers, 1,535; Invercargill,
2,479;Oamaru, 2,819;the townof Thames;8;073.'

lT:isamatter forsurprieethat;amidthegeneralprosperitywhich
atpresent pervades the Colony, Auckland wouldiappear to be the
"nly city left out in the cold. Not only is herProvincialexchequer
worse than empty;not only does her education scheme threatena
failure^ for lack of means, but her' CityImprovementCommissioners
areequally impecunious,and, forlackofmean*,have beencompelled
tosuspendoperations,which,haringbeenbegun,must nowbefinished
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DIOCESE OF DUNEDIN.
CoNSBEBiTCE \rasheld,onWednesday last, in theBishop'sresidence,
Battray street,Dunedin. The following gentlemen werepresent:

—
The MoatRev.Dr. Moran, the Tery Rev. W. Coleman,theRevs. T.
Cro-wley,J. Keogh,W. Larkin,T. Higgins, J.Donovan, E.Ifcoyer.P.
O'Leary, M.Walsh, T.Lenihan,J. Gleasuro,andJ.Mackay.
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