
systemof government." After thepublicationofSirGeorgeGrey'saddress,Mr. Dargaville annoiuiced thatin consequenceof thenewandfavorable light thrown on Sir George's views, and thefactthat they coincidedclosely withhis own, he had decidedto with-drawfrom thecandidaturefor the Superintendency.
Despite the great expectations formedat the opening of the

Ohinemurigoldfields in the Auckland province,andnotwithstand-ing the sensational telegrams with which the papers havebeenfloodedduring the past few weeks, j.t now seems tobegenerallyconfessedthat up to thepresentthe"great goldfieldhas turnedout
"aduffer." We have been carefully informed of every vague
rumourconcerning good prospects andJthe'discovery ofgold,butno tangible results have yet been obtained. Many of thegold-
seekers whoimmediately visitedthecountrywhenfirst opened,arenowdevoting theirattention tokauri gum digging, which itis saidprovesmuchmore profitable thangold-digging in themuchpuffedOhinemuricountry. Mr. Mackay, who secured great popularitythroughhis successful efforts in opening thenewgoldfield, is oncemoreonbadterms withtheGeneralGovernment. He has resigned
his officialpositioninconnection withthemanagementof thegold-
fieldinconsequence, hestates,of the Governmentnot carrying out
hisrecommendations. The General Governmentdoesnot seemto
begaining muchpopularityamongthe diggers byitsmanagement
of the field.

A telegram fromLondon has beenreceivedby theGeneralGovernment, stating that the NewZealand4£ per cent,loan of■£4,000,000 hasbeennegotiatedthroughMessrs. Rothschild.
An addressto theHon. W.Fox,signedby all themembers ofthe House of Representativeswho votedwith him after theno-confidence debate againstthe Ministry of Mr. Stafford in 1873,

waspresentedto thehon.gentleman on Thursday by asmany ofthe members of the House as werein"Wellington.
The 'Daily Times' of Wednesday publishedthe following:—

"We yesterday publisheda telegram with reference to the sup-
poseddiscovery ofanew leadnearHokitika. The followingprivate
telegram,receivedin town yesterday,hasbeen placed atour dis-
posal::

— " Animportantrushhas set in to ground near Hau Hau,
which is commanded by theKanieriwater-race. The prospectors
bottomed on seven feet of washdirt, giving aresult of apenny-
weightof gold tosevendishfuls of dirt, and theybelieveit tobe anewlead. The ground is now pegged out for a distance of over
two miles, andif it proves tobea new lead,will supportalarge
population.'"

The funeralof thelateMrs.Macandrew,the wife ofhisHone*
the Superintendent of Otago, took place on the afternoonof Thurs-day, the 4thinst. The funeral was attendedby a largenumber i£
fliendsand leadingcitizens of Dunedin,andallplaces of business
in. thecity wereclosedduring the afternoon.

The second half-yearly meeting of the StandardInsurance
Company washeld inDunedinonMondaylast. Thebalance-sheet
showednet available profits to the amount of ,£2,927 15s. lid.,
"which was allowed toremain to the credit ofaccount inthe mean-time,as the Directors were of opinion that no dividendshouldbe
declaredatpresent.

Itwill be seen from our mail telegrams that the honor of
Knighthood has been conferredby Her Majesty upon the Hon.
MajorRichardson, Speakerof theLegislative Council.

Themuch discussed questionofthe appointmentstothevacant
seatson the Judicial Benchof the Colony, has at last beensettled,
the appointments of the Attorney-General Prendergast to the
Chief Justiceship,and Messrs. T. B. Gillies and Joshua Strange
Williams, topuisneJudgeships, having been gazetted. Mr. Jus-
tice Williamswill take charge of the OtagoJudicial District;but
thenextsessions of theSupreme Court inDunedin will beopened
"by theChief Justice.

A teahfux accident occurred on Monday last, in the Deborah
Bay Tunnel, which forms a section of the Dunedin and Moeraki
Railway. The following is the report given by the

'
Otago Daily

Times':
—
"It appears that two men, named William Stevens and

JohnM'Grath, were workingin the centre section of the tunnel at
thesouthside of the hill. They hadchargedahole withpowderand
were tamperingit,when,by accident, the fuse slipped into the hole
altogether, and before its disappearance was observed, the men had
tamperedoverit. This necessitated d-awing the charge, or, inotherwords,emptying the hole again. "Jumping" the charge out was
proceeded with,and thehole waskept full of water according to the
rules of the work. One of the Btanding orders of the contractors,
however,is, thatno charge shall be drilled out in the event ofa miss-fire, but another hole boredalongside of it instead. Inthe present
case, however, there was only one inch of tamping on th«
powdiT, and so it was thought that the operation might be
risked. The result, however, was lamentable; for notwith-
standing that the hole was kept full of water, the powder
ignited, an explosion followed, and the two men were hurled
backwards and received fearful injuries. Mr. M'Kenzie im-
mediatelyprocuredaconveyancefromPortChalmers toremovethe
menin— this being after dark, for the accidenthappenedat about
half past seven in the evening. By ten o'clock theunfortunate
fellows reached the Port, and wereattended upon at the Port
Chalmers Hotelby Drs. O'Donoghue and Gregg. Anexaminationfollowed, and it was ascertained that M'Grath wa3 fearfully
wounded, thedrill, or jumper, having been driven intohis chest
andpenetratedthe left lung. His lefthand wasblownoff, andhis
body andlimbs woundedin various places. Steveusescapedwith
less injury, althoughit is feared he will lose his lefthand,it is so
badly shattered,andhis face is also much scorched andswollen."
The men wereremovedtotheDunedinhospital,andlateraccounts
statethat Stevens's lefthand was successfullyamputated,andhe
is nowprogressingsatisfactorily,butM'Grathliesina verycritical-
condition.

empire, they willat least furnishblue books, which willbe fasci"
natingreading."

We areglad to loamthatnew life is to be infusedinto the H.A.C.B.S. of Wellington. A city such as Wellington should be able atleast tolay the foundationof a strong and enduring society. Whatwe wouldrecconimend to those who takeaninterest in the societyin
Wellington is, not tobe in too greata hurry to createa lodge witha
numerousmembership, but rather tobe contentwitha limitednumber
of good andsterling men,who will fosterthe society insuch amanneras to makeitpermanently successful.

We have receiveda long letter from a correspondentat Waikatoin reference toserious abuses of patronage and other mattersin con-
nection with thepolice force there. We hopeour correspondentisin
error,and think that charges ofsuch a character shouldbe first made
to theproper authorities,when doubtlessredress might be obtained.

TiiebeAvere fifty six applications for the office of Inspector ofPublicSchools inthe Province of Westland, which wasgainedbyMr.JohnCurnow, of Auckland. j
The Auckland farmers are reported to be " well pleased withtheircrops this harvest." Of potatoes there is a rich harvest;one

partyhopes (says the 'Herald,) torealiseas muchas £2000 fromone
field of them at the Taniaki.

The Catholic Bishop of Wellington, Dr. Eedwood, visited the
Paki Paki nativesettlement recently, and wasreceivedat therailway
station by a large assemblage of natives, who loudly cheered his
Lordship on alighting from theplatform. Dr. Eedwood then pro-
ceened to the pa, andbaptized severalnativeinfants. Beforeleaving
ho deliveredanaddress, which was interpreted by the Eev.FatherEeignier, in whichhe stated that the religious wants of the Maorisof
his diocesehadhitherto been neglected, a circumstance which the
Mother Church deplored,but which had been unavoidablethrough
the arduous duties and large district over which the Eev.FatherEeignierhad charge. HisLordship trusted that ere longbetter pro-vision for the spiritualwantsof the nativerace of this j)rovincewouldbe made,and while he complimented the Eev.Father Eeignieron theuntiring zealwhichhe haddisplayed in the cause ofreligion and edu-cation of both races, it was impossible for any one man, howeverzealous in the cause, to discharge the arduous duties ofa largeand
scattered district. A sumptuousrepast, in Europeanstyle, had been
providedby tbe Maoris.for his Lordship andsuite, and on his depar-
ture he wasaccompanied to the railway station by a largenumber ofnatives, who lustily cheered him as the train started forNapier —'
Daily Telegraph.'

Ateleven o'clock Mass, last Sunday inSt.Joseph's Church, theVicar G-eneral said that, as St. Patrick's Day (17thMarch) occurredthis year in Passion Week,he hoped the Catholics of the diocesewould see the propriety of deferring any public festivities untilEaster time. He also recommended the members of the congregation
generally to follow the excellent example of the members of theHibernian Australasian CatholicBenefit Society, who hadresolvedtohonor the anniversary of Ireland's patron Saint in anticipationbygoing toHoly Communion in abody on Sundaymorning next. As
preparations are being made throughout the Province by Irish
Catholics for the celebration of St. Patrick's Day, by meansof sports&c,itis to be hoped that thoEev.Father Coleman's suggestion will
be borne in mind;in fact, we have no donbb it will be generallycarried out, and we are glad to see that, not only have themembersof the H.A.C.B. Society in Dunedin resolved to postpone theirannual celebration until Easter week,but that the same coursehasalreadybeen followedby the residents of some of the up-country
districts.

News of another serious shipping disaster has been receivedby
the Tararua, from Melbourne. The well-kown steamer Gothenburg,
which for many years traded between Melbourne andNew Zealand
ports, was wrecked on Flinders 1-land, on February 25th, during a
cyclone, which she encountered on the passage between the ports of
Adelaide and Melbourne. Two boats, containing passengers, werepicked upnear PortDenison by the steamerLeichardt. Three otherboats, with90 passengers aboard, arestill adrift;anditis to be hopedthe surmise willprove correct— that thesemissing boats have reachedClevelandBay.

Sir George Grist's electionto the SuperintendencyofAuck-landniaynowberegardedascertain,MrDargavillehavingannouncedhis intention toresign. A deputationfrom Auckland waitedupon I
Sir GeorgeatKawauduring the early "part of the week,andpre-sentedarequisitioncontaining 500 influential signatures. Inthecourseof an interview with the deputation, Sir Georo-esaid:" The whole question of Constitutionalreform was nowopenedup,andmany largerpoints thanthe abolitionquestionwouldberaised!He doubtedverymuch whether,in colonies possessing responsible IGovernment, theoffice of resident Governor was either usefulornecessary, He believed it would be infinitely better if eachColony had thepower of electing one of their foremostcitizenstoreside inLondonas Secretaryof State for the Colony, with thepri-vilege of advising Her Majesty on all questions affecting the
Colony. In that Avay an avenue to great political discretionswould be opened to Colonial statesmen, the Home authoritieswouldbe far morecorrectly advisedonColonialquestions,andthusconnection with the mothercountry wouldbemadepermanentandsecure. Hehadalwaysput forth this view,and wasnmch pleased
toseeit hadbeenfavorably entertained by ColonialInstitutesatHome,only onemember opposingit. There were also many other
largequestionstobe considered, and he thought if we were to
haveachange itought tobe wellconsidered,sothat the neworderof things inthe Colony should be capable of lasting for along
time. Noplanof Constitutionalreform could becomplete whichdid not grapple with the questionof the constitutionof theUpper
House. The systemofnomination now in force wasindefensible,
andmust bechanged if we were to have a goodandsatisfactory
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