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empire, they will at least furnigh blue books, which will be fagei®
nating reading.”

We are glad to learn that new Iife is to be infused into the H.A.
C.B.B. of Wellington, A eity such us Wellington should be nble nt
loast to loy the fonndation of a strong and enduring society. What
we would reccommend to those who take an interest in the pociety in
Wellington is, not to be in too great a hrry to create a lodge with o
humerouns membership, but rather to be content with a limited nnnber
of good and sterling men, who will foster the soclety in such a monner
a8 to meke it permanently successful.

‘WE have received a long lotter from a corrospondent at Waikato
in reference to serious abuses of patronage and othor matters in con-
neetion with the police force there, Wa hope our correspondent isin
error, and think that chargos of such a eharacter should be first made
to the proper suthorities, when doubtless redrsss might be obtained.

TiERE were fifty siz applications for the offiee of Tnspector of
Public 8chools in the Province of Westland, whick was gained by Mr.
John Curnow, of Auckiand.

Tae Auckland farmers are reported to he “well plersed with
their crops this harvest.” Of potatoes thero is n rich harvest; one
yurty hopes (says the ‘ Herald,) to reshse as much as £2000 from one
fleld of them at the Tpmali,

THE Catholic Bishop of Wellington, Dr. Redwood, visited the
Paki Paki native settlement recently, and was received at the railway
stution by a large assemblage of natives, who loudly cheered his
Lordship on atighting from the platform. "Dy, Redwood then pro-
ceened to the pa, and baptized soveral native infonts.  Before leaving
he delivered an address, which was interpreted by the Rev. Father
Reignier, in which he stated that the religions wants of the Maoris of
his diocese had hitherto beex neglected, a nircumstanee wkich the
Mother Church deplored, but which had been unaveidable through
the arduous duties and large district over which the Rev. Father
Reignior had charge.  His Lordship trasted that ere long hetter pro-
vision for the spiritual wants of the native race of this provinee would
be made, and while he complimented the Rev. Father Reignier on the
untiving zeal which he had displuyed in the cause of religion and edu-
cation of both races, it wns impossible for any one man, however
zealous In the couse, to discharge the arduous duties of o large and
seatlered distriok, A sumptuous repast, in Huropean style, had been
provided by the Mooris for his Lordship end sunits, and on his depas-
ture he was accompanied to the reilway station by a large number of
natives, who lustily cheerod him o8 the train started for Napier.—
¢ Daily Telegraph.’

At eleven o’clock Mass, lost Sunday in St. Joseph's Chureh, the
Viear General said that, ns 8t. Patrick’s Day (17th March) oceurred
this yenr in Passion Week, he hoped the Catholics of the diocese
would see the propriety of deferring nny public fostivities until
Easter time. He also recommonded the members of the congregation
generally to follow the excellent example of the members of the
Hibernian Australasian Catholic Benefit Bociety, who had resclved to
honor the anniversary of Irgland's patron Saint in snticipation by
going to Holy Communion in o body on Sunday morning next. As
preparations are being made throughout the Province by Irish
Catholies for the celebration of St. Pntrick’s Day, by menns of sports,
&e., it is to be hoped that the Rev. Wather Coleman's snggostion will
be borne in mind ; in fact, we have no donbs it will be generally
earricd out, and we are glad to see that, not only have the members
of the ILA.C.B. Society in Dunedin resolved to postpone their
annual celebration until Haster weelk, but that the same eonrse has
already been followed by the residents of some of the up-country
disiricts.

NEews of another serious shipping disaster hins been received by
the Tararua, from Moelbourne. The well-kown steamer Grothienburg,
which for many years traded between Melbourne and New Zealgnd
ports, was wrecked on Flinder's 1-land, on February 25th, during a
cyclone, which she encountered on the passage between the ports of
Adeluido and Melbourne. Two boats, containing passengers, wera
picked up near Port Denison by the steamer Leichbardt. Three oller
boals, with 90 passengers abonrd, ave still adrift ; and it isto be hoped
the swemise will prove eorrect—that these missing bonts have reached
Cleveland Bay.

Sir GEorReT GRuY's clection to the Superintendency of Anck-
land may now beregordedas cevtain, Mr Dargaville having announced
his intention to resign. A deputation from Anckland waited upon
8ir George ot Kawoau during the esrly pmrt of the weel, and pre-
sented a requisition eonteining 500 inHuential signatures. In the
course of an interview with the deputation, 8ir George said:—
“ The whole guestion of Conslitutional reform was now opencd up,
and many larger peints than the abolition question would be rnised.
He doubted very much whether, in colonies possessing responsible
Government, the office of resident Governor was either useful or
necessary, He believed it wounld be infinitely better if each
Colony had the power of electing one of their foremost citizens to
reside in London as Becretary of State for the Colony, with the pri-
vilege of advising Her Mujesty on all guestions affecting the
Colony. In that way an avenue to great political discinctions
would be opened to Colonial statesmen, the Home anthorities
swould be far more correctly advised on Coloninl questions, and thus
connection with the mother country would be made permanent and
secure. He hod always put forth this view, and was much pleased
to see it had heen favorably entertained by Colonial Institutes at
Home, only cre member opposing it. There were also many other
large questions to be considered, and he thought if we were to
have a change it ought to be well considered, so that the new order
of things in the Colony should bo capable of lasting for a long
time. No plan of Constitutional reform could he complete which
did not grapple with the question of the constitution of the Upper

House. The system of nomination now in force was indefensibla,
and must be changed if we were to have a good and satisfactory

system of government.” After the publication of Sir George Grey's
address, Mr. Dargaville announced that in consequence of the new
and favorable light thrown on Sir George’'s views, and the fact
that they coincided closely with his own, he had decided to with-
draw from the candidature for the Superintendency.

Duserre the great expectations formed at the opening of the
Ohinemuri goldfields in the Anckland provinee, and notwithstand-
ing the sensational telegrams with which the papers have been
flooded during the past fow weeks, it now seems to be generally
confossed that up to the present the great goldfield has turned out
“a duffer.” Wo have been carefully informed of every vague
rumour ¢concerning good prospects and jthe ‘discovery of gold, but
no tangible results have yet been obtained. Many of the gold.
seekers who immediately visited the country when fivst opened, ave
now devoting their attention to kauri gum digging, which it is said
Proves much more profitable than gold-digging in the much puffed
Ohinemuri eountry. Mr. Mackay, who secured great popularity
through his successful efforts in opening the new goldficld, is once
more on bad terms with the General Government. He has resigned
big official position in connection with the management of the golds
fiold in consequence, he states, of the (tovernment not carrying out
bis recommendations. The General Government does not seem to
be gaining much popularity among the diggers by its management
of the field. '

A reEreeraM from London has been received by the General
Government, stating that the New Zealand 4} per cent. loan of
#£4,000,000 has been negotiated through Mesars. Rothschild, .

Aw address to the Hon. W. Fox, signed by all the members of
the House of Bepresentatives who voted with him after the no-
confidence debate against the Ministry of My, Stafford in 1878,
was presented to the hon. gentleman on Thursday by as many of
the members of the House as were in Wellington.

Tz *Daily Times’ of Wednesday published the following :—
“We yesterday published o telegram with reference to the sup.
poged discovery of a new lead near Hokitika. The following private
telegram, received in town yesterday, has been placed at our dis-
posal :—¢ An important rugh has set in to ground near Haun Hau,
which is commanded by the Kaniert water-race. The prospectors
bottomed on seven feet of washdirt, giving a result of a penny-
weight of gold to seven dishfuls of dirt, and they believe it to be a
new lead. The ground is now pegged out for a distance of over
two miles, and if it proves to be a new lead, will support a large
Population.” ™

TrE funeral of the late Mra. Macandrew, the wife of his Honc
the Superintendent of Otago, took place on the afterncon of Thuri-
day, the 4th inst. The funeral was attended by a large number of
friends and leading citizens of Dunedin, and all places of husiness
in the city were closed during the afternoon.

Tre second half-yearly meeting of the Standsrd Insurance
Company was held in Dunedin on Monday last. The balance-sheat
showed net available profits to the amount of £2,927 158, 114,
which waa allowed to remain to the credit of account in the mean.
time, as the Directors were of opinion that ne dividend should be
declared at present.

Ir wirL be seen from our mail telegrams that the honor of
Enighthood has been conferred by Her Majesty upon the Hom.
Major Richardson, Speaker of the Legislative Council.

Taz much diseussed question of the appointments to the vacant
seats on the Judicial Bench of the Colony, has at last been settled,
the appointments of the Attorney-General Prendergast to the
Chief Justiceship, and Messrs. T. B. Gillies and Joshua Strange
Williams, to puisne Judgeships, having been gazetted. Mr. Jug-
tice Williams will take charge of the Otago Judicial District ; but
the next sessions of the Supreme Comrt in Dunedin will be opened
by the Chief Justice.

A FEATFUL aceident occurred on Monday last, in the Deborah
Bay Tuunel, which forms a2 section of the Dunedin and Moeraki
Railway. The following is the report given by the *Otago Daily
Times':— 1t appears that two men, named William Stevens and
John M‘Grath, were working in the eentre section of the tunnel af
the sonth side of the hill. They had charged a hole with powder and
were tampering it, when, by accident, the fuse slipped inlo the hole
altogether, and before its disappearance was observed, the men had
tampered over it. This necessitated d-wwing the charge, or, in other
words, emptying the hole again.  “Jumping® the charge out was
proceedad with, and the hole was kept full of water according to the
rules of the work. One of the standing orders of the contractors,
however, is, that no charge shall be drilled out in the event of & mies.
fire, but anothesr hole bored alongside of it instead. In the present
case. however, there wns only ome inck of tamping on the
powder, ond so it was thought that the operntion might be
risked. The vesulf, however, was lumentable; for notwith.

-standing  thet the hols was kept full of water, the powder
ignited, an explosion followed, and the two men were hurlad
! backwards and received femxful injuvies, Mr., M<Kenzie im.
mediately proeured a conveyance from Port Chalmers to remove the
men in—this being after dark, for the accident happened at about
half past seven in the evening. By ten o’clock the unfortunate
fellows reached the Port, and were attended upen at the Port
Chalmers Hotel by Dra. O'Donoghue and Gregg. An examination
followed, and it was ascertained that M-Grath was fearfully
wounded, the dvill, or jumper, having heen driven into his chest
and penetrated the left lung. His left hand was blown off, and his
body and limbs wounded in various places. Steveus escaped with
less injury, although it ig feared he will lose his left hand, it is so
badly shattered, and his face is also much scorched and gwollen.”
The men were removed to the Dunedin hospital, and later accounts
state that Stevens’s left hand was successtully amputated, and he
is now progressing satisfactorily, but M“Grath lies in o very critical -
condition. ; -




