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Aftbbthe Normaninvasionthegloryof thebardsrapidlydeclined.They still,however, continued to exist to a comparatively recentperiod,and,besides havingaddedlargelytobardicliterature,haveleftmany instances onrecord of the extraordinaryinfluences theycouldoccasionallyexercise. The magnificent balladof Davis hasmade every one familiar with the story of "Silken Thomas."Coming to Dublin for thepurpose of surrendering the swordofthe Lord Deputy,and announcing his allegianceto the BritishKing, he wasaboutyieldinghis intentionto the persuasionof hisfriends, whenhisbard, who waspresent,struck up anextempora-neouslay inhonor of theGeraldines. The younglordhesitatednolonger, but, flinging his sword uponthecouncil table,rushed forthintorebellion,whichendedhis life and almostruined the fortunesof hishouse. The Irishbards arenow nomore, As a social in-fluence theyhad ceased to cxii almostbefore the country hadfallen a prey to theinvading 1..man. But thebrotherhoodofsonghad beenbroken for many . daybeforeits members disap-peared. Even on the vergeof -^r own century, some gray oldfigures maybe seen, looking II incarnations of time,bendingsadly over theharp whichfor so

-
£ hadbeentuned to little ekethan sorrow. Of these, by far

- " most eminent was TurloughO'Carolan. He was born in the ."ounty Westmeath, in1670. Inthe littlechurchyardof Kilnoran,mthe countyKoscommon,with-out astone tomark hisresting jJace, lies thelast and one of thegreatestof thekings of Irishsot g. Hadhebeenan Englishpoet,his remains wouldhavebeen interredwith honor andcommemo-rated withsome costly memorial. WestminsterAbbey wouldhavereceived him into its glorified earth,and his countrymen wouldhavoturnedaside from the shows of fashionable life to pay withgratitudeandreverence their tribute of respectto the sacred dustof genius. Gone as they all now are, we should think of theseancient poets of our country with pride. Notwithstanding theevils incidentalto thebardicsystem, we cannot help feelinggrate-ful for the precedenttheyhave left us,when the bard, by themagic of his swayovertherude spiritsofhis age, assertedat oncethe dignity af intellectand thepower of song, when triumphantoversocialdistinctions, heexemplifiedinhis career the majesty ofthat great principleofamore enlightened period,the sovereigntyof themind, when throughout the hindhe journeyed beneath thesafeshieldof anation's love, in cot or castle awelcomeguest,theapostleof gladnesstothe heartandhomesof all,
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?l he*&'butxt was by the they arechainedtotheearth, throughitwe receivedthemeansof sustaininglife,andahealthyand well regulated body was necessarytoahappyandcontentedmind. The soul was constituted of the intellect, thewill, andmemory. The objectof theintellect wastruth, andthatintellectbecame themore perfect inproportion to the numberoftruths andthedegreeof theirvalueandhigh order. The highestof alltruths werethose taught by the JCatholic Church, throughher menobtainedthe knowledge of God andof his life, andthatwhencomparedwithworldly civilisation was the grandest of alltruths, forworldly whenit haddoneallitcouldleftnothingworthhaving. There wasmoresublimity in the poorpeasant whocouldnotreadaletter,but liftinghis eyes to heaven said,"IbelieveinGod-,' thanthere wasinall the truth graspedby the mostexaltedintellect of the scientificatheist,aknowledgeandbeliefin the HolyTrinity,aglorious andmysterious truth, the foundationandsourceof Christian civilisation, fell alike to all, to rich and poor,3only tobeattainedby man throughdivine revelation. Thewhole*world had believed in the divinity of Christ,and the CatholicChurch was the trueguardian of that faith. Throughthe instru-mentalityofthat Church the civilised world had receivedallthegiftsof learning andof science. The rev.gentlemanthenreviewedtheatomic theoryandmolecular action as explainedby ProfessorTyndall, and saidif thattheoryweretrue manwasbutanautoma-ton,andconsequently thepossession of everyvirtue wasinamoralpointof viewnobetter thanthe most vicious anddepravedinthesocial scale. He hopedthose men who asserted these things werenot inearnest;if they really meant these statements they weremonsters on thefaceof the earth. As the object of theintellectwas truth, so the object of the will was good;the instincts orappetitesof thebody were through the influenceof theintellectorreasonto bemade subject to the will. The thirdelementof thesoul,memory, wasthe storehouse of the intellect, andinorderthatitshould beproperly trainedit should not receive or retainanythingbutgood. He censured, most severely, thepublicpress aspandering to theevil passions and morbid tastesof theprofane,that itdragged vicefromthe obscurity to which it shouldbecon-signed,andparadeditin vivid colors, polluting the minds of theyoung. Heheldupthe CatholicChurch asthe friend ofprogressandofscience, solongas science waskept withiuitspropersphere,andthe wildandspeculative theories of men werenot taught asscience in direct antagonism to the revealed will of God. Withregard to the body, it craved tco much indulgence to be muchneglectedor readily forgotten,thegreaterdangerwas thatit wouldbe over indulged and the most indulgence to be feared wasthrough the viceof drunkenness,thissin the civilisationof Chris-tianity taught them toreject. Thus it would be seen thatChris-tianityimbuedtheintellect with vigor,the body withhealth,andthewill, with the desire for Truth.
As soonas tie applause, which followed the conclusion oftheaddress had subsided, Mr ThomasEedwoodmovedavoteof thanksto the Chairman.
MrHenderson briefly acknowledged the compliment, and saidbeforethe meetinggave him any thanksbe thoughtacordial votewasdue tothe learned lecturer, whohadgiven themsome foodforearnestthought.
The votewas carriedby acclamation, and themeetingseparated.— '
MarlboroughExpress.'
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