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WAIFS AND STRAYS.
—— e e

Corrrering Acoounts.—The following notice to subscribera ap-
pears in the ¢ Chieago Pilot’ of the 7th Dee. which we have no deubt
will enable the proprietors to dispense with the eervices of civil bill
officers :—"Subaeribers and patrona of the ‘Pilot’® are hereby notified,
that our duly anthorised agent will call on them sometime during the
coming week, for the purpose of eollectingwehe amount that may be
due to ua on account of subscription, &e. o really trust that every
one will be prepared to ‘balance books,’ and not smbject wms to the
unnecessary trouble of calling agsin. XIf we are obliged to do so, the
expenss ettending it will nearly consume the amount of the subscrip-
tion. 'We would also remind our friends that, if they are obliged to
be ebsent from home, the sum due to us i3 so very small, they can
leave it at the house, or if more couvenient call at the office and leave
it thero, but in any case comply with our request, and in that way
eave ua the necessity of calling twice.

 Breathes there a man with soul so dead,
‘Who never to himseli has said,
¢I'll pay before I go to bed,

The debt I owe the printer.

¢ There's many a man we know full well

That never such a tale can tell,

But he we know will go to~——, well
The place where there’s no winter.

‘W should be sorry, very sorry, to think that any of our patrons
wers 80 ‘ dead’ to our interests, or s0 blind to their own, as to come
under the above condemnation. Still more would we grieve if the
fato above depicted is in store to anyone who is indebted to us. IEit
is, that if you had ‘paid the printer,” you would not have gone to
w—=well, come down to the office and we will tell you the reat.”

Tae SANITARY CoNDITION OF WATER.—There is no mote
prolific source of disease than bad water; but to distinguish
whether the fluid is unfit for consumption or not is somewhat diffi-
cult. Water from a certain river, spring, or well, may be repulsive
to the senses, and yet harmless to the stomach, in comparison to
other water which has a much ore attractive appearance. | Per-
haps the best mode of determining the guestion is to examine the
condition of the organismg dwelling in the proposed source to be
utilized. If, for example, an industrial establishment or a collec-
tion of dwellings empties refuse into the stream, and as a result
figh disappear or are found dead npon the surface, it is certain that
that the water is strongly and injuriously affected. The gradual
infection may be notéd by the fish first rising to the top, apparently
ill at ease, and subszequently dying. In vitiated water molluses
also perish, and their bodies decompose rapidly. In the air they
seem to dry up and retain life, though torpid for some time, hecom-
ing revivified by return to water. Cresses cannot live in corvupt
water, and their existence is a sign of purity in the water, while
again, deprived of their green color, indicate ahsclute corruption.
M. Gerardin, in reference to this subject, i a recent note to the
French Academy, states the best method of measuring the degree
of purity, or infection in the water is by determining the amount of
oxygen in a given guantity., Water containing a large per centage
of the gas is pure and geod ; when little of the latter is present
the water is decidedly deleterious to health.— Beientific American.’

Tre NrEp oF CarTHOLIC PapEns.—Is there a Catholic parent
who is not daily exposed to such questions from his child at these:
“Father, the ‘Herald’ says Pope Piug is an expelled Freemason.
The < Timen' says that Irish and German Catholics are ignorant, and
slaven to the priestheod, who in twrn support corrupt politicians.
The ¢ Nation ’ eays that Cardingl Cullen taught, in a paper edited by
him in Rome, that the earth stands. "The ‘Tribune's’ correspondent
makes fun of the Irish Bishops who reply to 'yndell and Huxley.
The *‘Evening Post’ intimates that priests are, or have been, no
botter than they ocught to be; some other papers say the same of the
Bisters. Are these statements true, and if they are not, what am I to
aay to the boys on the street who repeat them to me.” We fear that
the Catholic parent who does not take o Catholic paper, will a hundred
times a week find himself unable to answer such gquestions and re-
proaches as these addressed to him by kis children and acquaintances.
= Catholic Review.

Eprmmive A Newsparer.—The following old but good article
conveys a good idea of the pleasures and ease attending the editing
of a newspaper. “ Editing a paper is a very pleasant thing. If it
contains too much political matter, people won’t have it. If the
type is too large, it don’t contain enough reading matter; if the
type is too mmall, they can’t read it. Tf we publish telegraphic
reports, folks say they are nothing but lies ; if we omit them, they
say we have no enterprise, or suppress them for political effect.
It we have in a few jokes, folks eay we are nothing but rattle-
heads; if we omib jokes, they say we are old fossils. If we publish
original matter, they blame ug for not giving them original selec-
tions; if we publish original selections, folks say e are too lazy
for net giving them what they have not read in some other paper.
If we givd a man a complimentary notice, we are censured for
being partial; if we do not, all hands say we are a great hog. H

we speak well of an act, folks say that we dare not do otherwise; |

if we censure, they call us & traitor. If we stay in our office and
attend to business, folks say we are too proud to mingle with ot
fellowa. If wu do not pay all bills promptly, folks say we ave not
to be trusted ; if we do pay promptly, they say we stole the money:»

AN INTERESTING DIZCOVERY.—Nome workmen, while engaged in
laying water pipes in Cividale, Ttaly, recently encountered a large flat
stone. On raising this, o bed of mason work was revealed, in which
was placed o stone sarcophagus covered with a marble lid. Within
the recepincle were the remsins of a human skeleton, some portions
of which were yet perfect. Beside the body lay a sword, lance, helmet
spears, a gold clasp and ring, o piece of very beauntiful tissue, and a
ﬂE:k of water, which was still remarkebly clean. The removal of
¢lay from the bottom of the grave brought out the letters GISYL—

from which archeeologists have decided that the remains are those of
Gisulf, Duke of the Lombard Marches of Friuli, who fell in battle in
611, while repelling an invasion of the Avars.

Tar Losr Muriuro.-—Mention has been made in the jour-
nals of the strange dssappearance of the famous picture of the
Spanish painter, the *Saint Anthony of Padua,” stolen
from the Cathedral of Seville in spite of the double row
of railings set up to protect it from the too zealous admiration of
the faithful. The ‘Francais’ publishes some curious details about
that chef & @uvre.  « Saint Anthony was one day reading the Holy
Bcriptures on his knees in his Franciscan cell, when his faith was
staggered by a passage of which he could not seize the hidden
meaning. He implored the child-God to come down in person and
explain it, and the Saviour, yielding to his ardent prayer, deigned
to descend, surrounded by a splendid halo and » legion of angels
into the humble abode of the anchorite. Such iy the subject o
Murillo’s picture. Nothing can be finer than the suppliant expres-
gion of the saint, or more touching than the divine love which
beams from his eyes: nothing more noble than the countenance of
the child Jesus, who, while preserving his delicate features, bears
in his aspect s majesty which is not of this world. Theophile
Ganter, in his work, « Tra los Montes,” says, in speaking of this
picture, « Never was the magic of painting carried further.”

Homr ox HI8 owN PETARD.~ Perpetual motion has been
discovered by an old negro in Kentitcky who has fallen & vietim to his
own invention. It appesrs from the account given by the ¢ Franklin
Patriot’ (Kentucky) that the old negro some little time ago con.
structed s waggon a0 arvanged that it runs by itself by virtue of the
fact that the weight of gravitation ie thrown forwnrd of the centre of
motion, and the machine is consequently compelled to run. It was
bas intention to exhibit his waggon at the fair at Franklin on the 9th
ult, so that its value night be tested in the presence of the thousinds
of people there assembled, snd on Wednesday, the 2nd ult., he
mounted the machine, adjusted the bauds, tipped the balance-weight
over the centre of motion, gave the driving-wheel o shove, and started
for Frouklin to report to Mr. John B. Montague, secrotary of the as-
sociation, and have the machine regularly entered on the books. The
waggon went humming along the smooth sandy road at the rate of
about fifteen miles an hour; close behind it at a rattling pace came
an ordinary vehicle conteining coroner Martfield and a j who,
anticipating some fatel sccident, tock the precsution to follow the
wagpon, This anticipation waa unfortunately vealised, for, in makin
a turn just near a noted point called “ Red Pond,” at the forks of the
Cross Plains and Springfield roade, the starbourd front wheel
* eollided” with a heavy-set post ook sapling, and the rebound was so
powerful that the old negro was thrown forward over the dash-bonrd
and was at the same time struck by the flange of the driving-wheel
and precipitated with such violence against the fence panel on the
opposite side of the rond that he was killed instantaneously. The
machinve, after the accident, struck out with freedom, but near the
residence of a Captein Lea its progress was avrested by a large log,
which tilted the balance-weight back of the centre of motion, and when
overtaken by the coroner and his party the wild waggon was standing
quietly at rest. Since the death of the luckless old negro no onue has
dared to mount the waggon, but it was exhibited at the fair, and a
gencrel impression prevailed that it was a wonderful machine, destined
to play an importent part in the history of locomotion.—* Pall Mall
Gazette,”

Worrr Tone's Account oF mI1s Wike.—L would not have
desorted my ]flriuciples for the whole patronage of the Grovernment if
it were consolidated into one office and offered me ae o vewnrd, In
these sentiments T wns encouraged and confirmed by the incomparable
spirit of my wife, o whose patient suffering under adversity~—for we
had often been reduced, and were now well accustomed to difficulties—
I know not how to render justice. Women in general, I am sorry to
say it, ave mercenary ; and, especislly if they have children, they are
ready to make all sacrifices for their establishment. But my dearest
love had bolder nnd juster views ; on every oceasion of my life T con-
sulted her ; we had no secrots oue from the other; and I unvaryingly
found her to think and act with energy and courage, combined with
tho grentest prudence and diseretion. If T ever succeed in life, or
arrive at anything like station or eminence, I shall consider it ns due
to her counscl and example.

Uxper TRE Rost—There has arizen pretty mmuch controversy
sbout the common expression “under the yose,” and two different
ori%ins have been assigned. Bome persous assert that it ought to he
spelled “under the rows, for that in former days almost all towns
were builb with the second story projeeting over the lower one—a
sort of piazze, or row, as they termed it, and which may atill be seen
at Chester, and some old English towns; and that, whilst the elders
of the fomily were sitting at the windews gravely enjoying the air,
their sons and daughters were making love where they could not see
them, “under the rows.”” The other is much more elegant. Cupid,
it is snid, gave a rose to Harpocrates, the god of Silence ; nnd from
this legend originated the practics that prevailed amongst northern
nations of suspending a rose from the ceiling over the upper end of
the table, when it wes intended that the conversmtion was to be kephb
secret ; and this it was, nccording to otlers, which gave rise to the
phrase “under the rose.”

MiNERAL WEALTH oF THE UNprep Kivepod 18 tre YEAR 1873,
~From the “ Minoral Statistics of the United Kingdom,” Jusb issued,
we are favored by Mr, Richard Meade, assistant-keeper of mining
records, with the following swnmery of the quantities and valnes of
coal, salt and metals smelted from mincrals raised from owr mines in
1873 :—Coal amounted (o 127,016,747 fons; value, £47,601,280, Pig
“iron, 6,566,451 tons ; value, £18,057,780. Lond, 54,235 tons; value,
£1,263,375.  Silver obtained from lead, 524,307 ouuces; value,
#£181,077. Tin, 9,972 tous ; value, £1,320,766. Copper, 5,240 tons ;
value, £602,822. Zine, 4,471 tons; value, £120,099. Other motals
volue, £5,000. While the quantities of salt wam 1,785,000 tons ;
valuo, £802,500; and earthy minerals, includiug clays, valus,
£1,681,834. The aggregole yalue of the foregoing Leing £71,615,493,



