
THE ENGLISH OPERA COMPANY.
Thkotjgh the continuedillness of Miss AliceMay, whichrendered
her unable to appear in public for some time, the opera season
came toaprematureclose

—
atleastfor a time

—
on Saturday night.

Before, however, taking such a step no effort was sparedby the
management tocompensate for tlie enforced absence of theprhna
donna,andasuccession of light andsparkling operettas,admirably
suited tothecompany,were submitted for thepublic delectation.
The response, however, to the efforts of the stagemanager were
not of suchanature as to inducehim to continue the season until
such time as the healthof MissMay would admit of herre-appear-
ance. OnThursday week Miss Lambert appeared in the role of
the GrandDuchess of Gerolstein, and we confess we were most
agreeably surprised at the clever manner in which the character
was sustained. Ofcourse, as an actress and vocalist, thereis no
comparison to be drawn between that lady and Miss May,Miss
Lambert lacking that graceful vivacity which forms such anat-
tractive feature in allMiss May's delineations, and inaddition to
this she wasplacedat a disadvantage in assuming acharacterin
whichMissMayhadgained such, deserved laurels;but, standing
by itself alone,it wasanexcellentpieceof acting,andtothose who
hadnot seen the latter in the same character it couldnot fail to
havebeenotherwise than pleasing. Fritz andWanda wererepre-
sentedbyMr VernonandMiss Howe,and weare bound toconfess
thatneither charactersufferedby the change of cast fromitspre-
sentationona former visit, there being amplescopefor the comic
abilities ofMrVernon asFritz,an opening of which it is just to
say heavailedhimself to the titaipst. As Wanda, Miss Howe ap-
pearedtomore advantage than Miss Lambert in the same cha-
racter,the naivete of the peasantgirlbeing admirably pourtrayed
and warmly applauded. As Baa-on Puff Mr Wilkinson was ex-
tremely amusing, and although exception might be taken to
the somewhat overstrained burlesquing of the character, we
havebutlittle doubt but that such a license was freely forgiven
for the amusementwhich Mr Wilkinsonafforded to theaudience.
On Friday evening the " Crimson Scarf" was submitted, followed
by amusical versionof"Box andCox," theprincipalcharactersin
the formerbeing sustainedby Messrs Hallam and Levison, and
Miss Howe. The scene is laid inVenice, and,asmight havebeen
expected,is largely composedof conspirators'plottings andlovers'
pls-us;nevertheless themusic, "without beingof the highest class,
embraces someremarkablypretty airs. On the closingnight the
triimveretta of "Coxandßox Ji>precededthe "RoseofAuvergne,"
bev,terknownas "Spoiling tie Broth." In the former the comic
abilitydisplayed by Messrs Vernon and Templeton was warmly
ap;olauded,the eccentricitiesof the former gentleman causingno
small amusement to those present.

Thedistinguishedconvert, theMarquisofRipou,isatpresentvisit-
ing theLakes of Killarney.

tionand social standing to what they were four yearsago. Were the
laboursof that time againrequiredofhim he wouldgladly undertake
thsm. Itwason receipt of informationat 12 o'clock one day that
tho wantsof the diocese couldnot be met that, in less thananhour
anda-half afterward, he was en route for Europe. He hadsince
travelled36,000 miies. He left with the uneasy feeling that the
Bishop might succumb in his absence ;and this troubled him the
whole of the journey. They had expressed their gratitude tohim
(FatherColeman),but itshouldhavebeen to the Bishop for sending
him. The object of his mission was to procure, priests, nuns,and
Christian Brothers,and to establish students incolleges tosxipply tho

.wants of the diocese in the future. From information ho hadof the
six clergymenhe got— information givenby those who were bound to
Bupply itcorrectly, and fromhis ownpersonalknowledge for years of
one of them

—
he knew that they would be an honor to the diocese.

They had all volunteered to come here, and it was only men
influenced by a desire for the advancement of religion who
would give up home-comforts to do so. He had also pro-
cured two nuns and two postulants to educate the children,
and they, with the nuus already here, would have tin effect
on the generation to come. More than a year ago he was
told by persons who differedfrom them in religion, that thefe-
uiales attending these schools could beknowninthestreets "by
thej:demeanour. He hopedthathe hadbrought them, a treasure
■which, would be valued at its proper worth, whenall those who
■werethen listeningto him weredead andgone;andthat theim-
pressions and good sentiments, the modesty of demeanour, and
holiness-of life, for which the Irishpeopleand the Catholicpeople
of the Old World wereremarkable, would become natural to their
children fromthe training they wouldhave received,and that in
the future, more than the present,would the seedwhich, wasnow
"being sown bring forth fruit. The Christian Brothers, who were
to teach the boys, he regretted to say, were not to be had, butbe
great efforts he had succeeded in getting a promise thatthe diocese
could get twoor three in abemt eighteenmonths fromthis date. His
Eminence Cardinal Cullen had done all he could iv thematter for
him, and the diocese should lie grateful to his Eminence. He then
referred to the courteousreception be had experiencedinHonolulu,
America, andEurope. His Eminence Cardinal Cullen hadreceived
him into his house,andhad treatedhimhospitably. Amongst others,
theCardinalPrefect of the Propaganda and the headof the Irish
College inRome hadreceived him well. Two places weregranted to
this diocese in the College of Propaganda,which was no small mat-
ter. He then gave a description of the churches of Rome, theper-
secutions suffered by theCatholics there, and the confiscations made
by theGovernmentoi"Victor Emmanuel. Itmightbe asked— Whydid
theRomans submit to such oppression? andinanswering this question
he gave as thereason, thatfor centuries theRomanpeoplehadenjoyed
peace— their thoughts were not turnedon deeds of war or of blood,!
butratheruponthe fine artsandpainting. They found it difficult to
realise the state to which they werereduced. He thenreferredto the
appropriationby the Italian Governmentof ChurchpropertyinRome,
mentioning that the religious hadbeenbrought to greatmisery. He
hoped,from what he had observed, this diocese would contribute
more liberally to the Popein future. He had seen theHoly Father,
who wasaprisoner in the Vatican,and he had givenhis blessing to
be bestowed on this diocese. Catholics here were doubly taxed—
taxedfor schools they could not send their children toas wellas for
their own;but there wasa fair andenlightenedpublic opinionform-
ing that would ultimately right that. No people were more in
earnest to promote the -welfare of the diocese than theCatholics
werej none rejoiced more than they did io see this Province
prosper. They didnot want to interferewiththeeducationof any
person outsideof their ownbody. The Church did not wantthat
Catholic children should be tamperedwith, and their minds pre-
judiced against their Bishop,priests,teachers, andthereligion that
Catholicsprofessed. Itwas an injustice to the Catholics of the
Colony andProvince to have topay for schools that were purely
irreligious and materialistic, and, where they were not so, were
essentially denominational, andopposedto the Catholic faith. Let
others teach theirchildren what theypleased,but theyhopedthey
would teachthemnothing wrong. AllCatholics wanted wasa fair
share of their own.money. (Applause.) Hehoped that the time
was not far distant when those whodiffered.from them would see
the justice of the Catholic claims, and be more ready to co-
operate in procuring redress. Those who differed from them
hadlearned to respect tlieir consistency and perseverance. It v,-as

necessary to have schools and a house for the Christian Brothers. A
purse of sovereigns was very useful, and, like other people,he could
findause for it.— (Laughter.) But he did not want money. ICo
knew that as long as he laboured faithfully for the Catholics of this
diocese, or any other Catholic people, that he shouldnever wantfor
the necessaries of life. Hebegged to offer the 210 sovereignstheyhad
presentedMm to his Lordshipas the foundationof a fund toprovide
accommodation of the Christian Brothers when they comehere.—
(Greatapplause.) But ha would retain the purse as a mementoof
their kindness.

FatherColeman thenhanded themoney to theChairman.
The Chairman, on-behalf of'the congregationandthe diocese,

thanked Father Colemau for his munificent gift— forit was amunifi-
cent gift. Itwasa large sum of money he might have kept for him
self

—
(Father Coleman:Iam only sorryitis not tentimes asmuch.)

Father Coleman on his mission to Exu'ope had been far moresuc-
cessful thanhe (,he Chairman) hadexpected. The diocese wasunder
obligations toFather Coleman for the exertions^he hadmade duivng
thepast four years,especially for the way hehadmanagedaffairs on
his late mission, there beingnow, a sufficient supply of priests. They
hadyettoprepaie for theChristianBrothers,and tomake sacrifices in
tie causeof education. They had to make sacrifices, but what "n ould
be the goodofliving without sacrifice. He didnot thinktherewould
beany".use in that sort of life— it would be mere veftebaticn. They
must; fight andbe prepared to prate sacrifices, andthey woxUitlon
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have the consciousnessof doing their duty. They shouldbe assured
that they were rearing up a fine .Catholic race. The world wasad-
vancing every day, and he believed each generation wasbetter than
the previousone. He once believed in the goodold times, but did
not do sonow. The present was better, and the future wouldbe
betterstill. He was determinedto improve on the past,andhad not
the least doubt whatever that they wouldco-operate with him. The
congregation was outgrowing the present church. They must geta
new church, and two or three others also. He then suggested for the
congregation to think over it.that the church be used asaschool for
the Christian Brothers;thatportionof a new churchbe erected and
used for divine worship;and that the present school buildings be
taken down and removed to South. Dunedin, where they couldbe
used as a school and church. The new church could be proceeded
with gradually on a plan-, and the part first erected need not be
finished inside. Hehadbought apiece of ground in SouthDunedin
for £200, and shouldbe only too happy to offer it to the congrega-
tion for the purposefor which he boxight it— as a site for a church,
(applause.)

MrJoiin Caeroil said that when he attendedthemeetinghe
intended tohave beenbut a silent spectatorof theproceedings,but
he hopedhe shouldbe allowed to make one or tworemarks withre-
gard to the generous conduct of Father Coleman inhandingoversuch,
ahandsome gift to his Lordship for the wants of the diocese.■ He
was quitesure that suchanaction wouldnotbe lostupontheCatholics
of Dunedin, and the solidfoundation laid by Father Colemanwould
be an incentive to everymember of the congregation tocome forward
and generously aid the good work so nobly begun. Hehadmuch
pleasure in proposing a vote of thanks to the Vicar-General forhis
handsome donationtowards the proposedefforts beingmade to pro-
vide Catholiceducation.

MrJ.J. Connor said that, like the preceding speaker,he had
not come that evening to take part iv the discussion, butto testifyhis
hearty sympathy with the object for which they had assembled.
However,the generous conduct ofFather Coleman hadcausedhim to
alter that intention. Reference had been made by the rev.speaker
to the unjust treatment of the Catholics as a body on thematter of
education,buthe was assured that the fairandequitable quota of that
fund, whichall impartialminds mrstadmit they- wereentitled to,was
buta matter of time. Catholics had proved to the community at
large that, on the all-important question of education they were
thoroughly sincere, of which the many great andheavy sacrifices on
its behalf gaveample proof;and the noble and generous self-denial
oftheir worthyVicar-General was not one of the least. Hebegged
most cordially to second theproposition.

The motion was carried by acclamation, as was also a voteof
thanks

—
proposedby MrDtrNGAN, and secondedby Mr Cakroli,

—
to

his Lordship for his occupation of the chair, and the proceedings
terminated. ,
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