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Effects of the New Legislation.— "Bavaria rendered the first
hodman'sservice in the new" undertaking. In that country the
Ultramontane party did not always carry on the conflict with
politicaland religious Liberalism in the mildest temper, and,in
conformity with the population, many arough termwas inuse in
thepulpits. The BavarianMinister Lutz brought in an excep-
tionallaw against clergymen that was greetedwith joy inPrussia.
On the10thof December,1871, the following law promulgatedas
paragraph130aof the penalCodeof the German Empire :—:

—
"'An ecclesiastic or other minister of religion who, in the

exercise, or onoccasion ofthe exercise of his profession, publicly
before anumberof persons, or who,inachurch orotherplace in-
tendedforreligious meetings,in the presence of several persons,
makes the affairs of the Statethe subject of an announcement or
exposition calculated to disturb the public peace, is punishable
with imprisonment in a gaol fortress up to the term of two
years.'

"
"At the same time, of course the clergy weresubject, and re-

mained subject,to the usualpenal laws against such excesses in
the pulpit, as well as to the disciplinary regulations of their
superiors. Andon the top of this thereexist thebye-laws andor-
dinances of localmunicipal authorities, some desecrating the Sab-
bath,some banishing religion fromthe schools, somerejecting the
religiouscharacterofmarriage, someestablishingundenominational
consistories for the different religious communions, and the like.
Shouldany of thesemattersbe treatedinthe pulpit in a manner
not quiteconformable to the spiritof the age, the clergyman wto
has enteredon suchreference canbedenouncedby anyill-disposed
vestrymanor town councillor, or even,by the sextonor teacher, or
by anypolicemanwho happens to be present in the church, and
the secular magistratemustproceedtotheinvestigationof the case
by examining the clergymanand thedifferentmembersofthe local
;board. Evenif acquittal follows, and necessarily follows, canthe
influenceandrespectof the clergyman help suffering in the eyes
of theparish,andespecially if the magistrate,who maybelong to
anotherreligion,deals with harshness with the affair? And, in-
deed,is itnot leftaltogether to the personal likings of themagis-
trate whetherhe declare an accusation to be well founded, and
whetherhe shallinflict punishmentor not,inasmuch as the words'disturbance ofthepublicpeace

'
arecapable, fromtheirvagueness,

of anyinterpretation?"InParliament there reigns unconditionalfreedomof speech;
andout of regard, forsooth, for the views whichhappentobepre-
dominantinpoliticaland legalcircles, mustno affair of the secu-
lar Statebe impartially consideredby the light of God's Word in
the pulpit withoutthe constant fear of being onthat account con-
demned by the civil tribunals for 'disturbance of the peace?

'
What a temptation for ecclesiastics of infirm character tobecome,
contrai*y to the ordinance of the Holy Scriptures, the 'servantsof
men

'
(i Cor. vii. 23);and,on the other hand,howprobableis the

danger that the community will regard the preachers not as the
servantsof God whoproclaimHis Word,butmereservantsof the
secularpower, who,evenwhen they exhorttoloyaltyandobedience,
must appear todo so only by virtueof their office ?

■SecularInspectionofSc7tools.— "Followingthesame tendencies,
another measure was taken tobreak the influence of the clergy,
and,in the first place, ofthe clergy of the Catholic Church. That
Churchwasparticularly reproachedwithhindering theGermaniza-
tionof thepopulationin thePolish provinceof Prussia, andalaw
waspassedby the Prussian State on the 11th. of March,1872,by
whichthe inspection ofschools was everywhere,andinthecase of
everydenomination,monopolisedby the secular nower, Thisn>
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School was concluded on Tuesday. The scholars were putthrough
exercises in all the leading subjects in which they have received
instruction during thepastnine months. Inevery,case the result was
of the most satisfactory nature

—
the pupils snowing considerable

advancementinthevarious branchesof education;butmoreespecially
in the Christian doctrine— reading, arithmetic, grammar, writing,
history, andgeogpraphy. The Catholic portionof the pupilshave a
veryexcellent knowledge of all the leading tenets of theChristian
doctrine— reading, spelling, &c, being most satisfactory. In the
mathematicaldepartment, viz.,elements ofalgebra,euclid,squareroot,
and mensuration, the seniorpupils (bothboys andgirls) showedaccu-
racy in their answers, and seem to hare a fair knowledge of the
essential principlesof this science. In grammar— parsing, construc-
tion andanalysis of sentences

—
there was almost general correctness.

The caligrapliy was of a very good description. In ancient and
modernhistory, the pupils appeared to havea soundknowledgeof
what they evidentlystudied with care. Geographyappearedto be a
favored study, especially among the junior classes. As to theNew
Zealand geography, the children familiarly pronounced the Maori
namesof the various rivers, mountains, lakesand bays in a manner
that wouldreally astonish the greatest linguist in the Maori idioms,
and wereas much at home in physical, political, andmathematical
knowledgeof itas if they hadbeen residents in the Colony since its
foundation. The number of scholars on theroll is sixty;the daily
averge attendance is fifty-four.
Icannot close this,my notice of the examinationof St. Patrick's

School, without expressing my entire satisfaction in witnessing the
orderand good management, united to the excellent proficiency,of
thepupils. From whatIhave seen of MrH. J.Sproule's capabili-
ties as presidentof this school,Iwillingly on this occasion award to
himmyhumble meed of praise. The school duties will be resumed
on the18thJanuary,1875.— Iam, &c,

ESIANTTEL ROYEB,'Chronicle.' CatholicPastor.

conveysnocensure upon.MrAllen, who,with the verylimited ac-
cessoriesathis command,put it veryfairlybefore thepublic. We
arequitesure that werehe to studyhis owninterestandthepublic
taste,hewill speedily withdrawbothopera andpantomime for the
substitutionof that high class music which was so thoroughly
appreciatedandso generouslypatronisedduring thelast visitof the '
company. On the openingnight the housewas crowdedto suffo-
cation, owing,nodoubt,toageneral wishto welcome the returnof
so deservedanduniversala, favoriteasMiss May;but the visible
falling offin the attendance during the succeedingnightsshouldbe
sufficientproof of theinjudicious selection which we havereferred
to. This is themore apparentwhen it is considered that during
thehist visit of the company the amount of patronage bestowed
wasevenmore liberal towardsthe close than it hadbeen at the
commencementof the season. The charmingballad of"She wore
awreath of roses"was rendered in such amanner as to amply
atone for manydeficiencies in thepiece, andnever failed to elicit
anenthusiasticencore. As to thepantomime, the least said the
better;but,as we remarked before,nodoubtMr Allen was not a
free agent inthematter,' but we trust to see that the pantomime
wUIbe soon replacedby what we feel assured will be far more
beneficialto thetreasury,as itundoubtedly willbeasourceof sin-
cere gratificationto thegeneralpublic. A pleasing featureincon-
nection with theentertainment is an"Entr' Acte,"edited by the
indefatigable agent of the company, MrM.L.Raphael, which is
distributedgratuitously,and,possessing information both instruc-
tive and amusing, admirably serves the purpose for which itis
intended. On Wednesdaynight,Offenbach'scomicoperaof"Blue-
beard

" was presented, and althougth the pantomime was with-
drawnon the occasion, theomissionappearedtocauseanythingbut
regret.

At the TemperanceHallthe popularandwell-knowncontributor
to juvenileenjoyment,Val Vose, openedonBoxing night, andman-
agedtosecure a fair amount of patronage.. He was supported by
Messrs Hobbs,Price and Verten, assistedby Mr Saunders, the emi-
nent harpist. Those whohavealready seen this cleverventriloquist,
and witnessedhis comicalities,do notrequire to be toldof his ability,
and those whohave not paid him a visit should do so to form a just
merit of his ability.

At the MasonicHall,Dr.Guthrie Carr took uphis quarters,and
althoughhis seances are anything but new to the Dunedin public,
judging from the numbers which have attended his entertainment
during the week, the doctor canhavebut little cause to complain of
the amount of patronage accordedhim.
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ANJrUAL EXAMINATION.
The labors of this school for the past nine months, during

which time it has been under MrH. Sproule'a management, were
brought to a very enjoyable close on Tuesday, 22nd ult., by the
distributionof prizes, which were of a usefidand instructivenature,
consisting of handsomelyboundbooks,etc. 'Wewere gladto see that
theprizes were so judiciously awarded, according to the respective
merits of thepupils.-

The Rev.Father Eoyer, the presidentof the school, openedthe
proceedingsby stating that, during the past week, thepupils under-
went a very close examination upon the various subjects taught.
He also stated that the final examination was concluded on
Monday, 21st inst., inpresence of many of the parents,andother
friends; but regretted that, owing to the election, the number of
visitors wasnot as numerousas probably would have been. The rev.
gentlemen thenreadhis report (which we append) upon theworking
of the school, and expressed great satisfaction at the result of Mr
Sproule's labors. Mr de Lautour, M.P.C., having beenrequestedto
preside,andpresent the prizes,addressed the pupils ina few appro-
priatewords, andparticularly expressedthe greatpleasureitafforded
him atbeingpresent on the occasion. After pointing out the great
benefits affordedby a good commonsenseeducation,and thenecessity
for continuedstudy, &c,referredparticularly to the creditable speci-
mens of writing, &c, displayedbeforehim, which reflectedthe highest
credit bothon the teacher and on the taught. Thewriting of Misses
Brooks, Donnelly, and Sproule were deservedly commended. The
presentationofprizes was thenproceededwith.

The successful prize takers were called in succession,beginning
"with the junior classes. The chairman, ina pleasingandencouraging
manner,expressed his pleasureinhanding them their awards. The
radiant smiles that preceptibly crept with such ecstacy over the
remarkably healthy, chubby-faced juveniles, as they watched the
wished-fortreasures, wasquiteamusing. The onlyobjection to book-
prizes, &c,is the difficulty and annoyance experienced in trying to
please,not the children, but some of the parents. "We arehowever
satisfied that there could beno reasonable cause to grumble in this
instance. The prizes, we believe were, the voluntary gift of the rev.
president— Father Royer, -whose indefatigableefforts in the cause of
education are well known. After the distribution of prizes, Misses
CatherineMillar,ElizabethKing, MaryCogan, andMargaretDoorley,
recited some very pretty pieces. We were much pleasedwithMiss
CatherineMillar'srendering of Goldsmith's"DesertedVillage."

The teacher (Mr Sproifle) thankedMr deLautour for his attend-
ance,and also remindedthe children of their duties,&c, during the
vacation.

MastersBrookesandBleach,in trueBritish style,summoned' the
tarj'piercing hurrahs of their schoolfellows, and gave three hearty
cheers as only boj9 can for their pastor,Father Royer and accorded a
likeocmpliment for Mr de Lautour, ond. the other visitorspresent.

After being liberally supplied with buns, &c, the children
separated,allmuchpleasedwith the day'sproceedings.

The following is the rev.president'sreport:—
BEPOBT.
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