
Thefollowing letterappearedinthe * Scotsman
'of Sept.,26th:

—
"Sic,— WithyourkindpermissionIwishtomakeafewremarks

on the firstpartof your leading article inthe 'Scotsman' of Sep-
tember 21,onLordEiponand his connection with Freemasonry,
reserving, perhaps,the second part, on the "PoliticalBelations
andProspectsofBritishEoinanCatholics," for a future occasion.
Youmadea statementanentLordEipon'sconversionwhichIcon-
sider, frommypointof view,unwarrantable, charging him, as it
does,with the worst kind of mental dishonesty, of hypocrisy or
dissimulation,or lying, forit comes tothat tosay that 'he treats
as evil whatheknows tobe good, and condemns as guilty those
whom heknowstobe innocent.' LordEiponwasa Freemason

—
he thought there was no harm in Freemasonryj he becomes a
Catholic. Now the CatholicChurch condemns Freemasonry, and
inbecoming a Catholiche mustcondemnitalso. Not altogether
because he seesanyharm in it— well, perhaps not

—
but because

theChurch condemnsit, andonce youadmit theinfallibilityof the
Church, there is no great mental aberration in submitting your
judgment, whichyouknow maybe wrong,to the judgment of the
Church, whichyouknow cannotbe wrong. You err in judging
LordEiponfrom yourown stand-pomt

—
not from his. You say

thatthemental aberration is inacknowledging the Church's infal-
libility;butthat is not the question. But what if Lord Eipon
now condemns Freemasonryasbadbecausehebelieves it tobebad,
althoughat one time hethought it was good? You say, indeed,
thathe stillholds ittobe good,butyoudonotpretendtogive any
reasonfor your assertion. Itsurely cannotbethathe stillholdsit
tobegoodbecause he formerlyheldit good. The same reasoncan
beappliedtohis conversion itself;for at one time he held Pro-
testantism tobegood. Can any oneimagine thathestillholdsit
good, althoughasaCatholic he isbound to condemn it as evil?
Ifhe still holdsit tobe good,he isagreater fool thanItakehim
tobein not sticking toit,when hegainsnothingbut losesallby
condemning it."But why does the CatholicChurch condemnFreemasonry?
Because itis forbiddenby the Third Commandment— 'Thoushalt
not take thenameof thy Godinvain.' The Catholic is taught in
his Catechism thatby this Commandment 'are bidden all false,
rash,unlawful, and unnecessaryoaths.' Freemasonry is founded
on arash oath. Therefore the Church condemns it. Therefore,
althoughitdoes nootherharm, one cannot become a member of
the society whichhe cannot join withouttaking a rash oath, and
therefore,apari,onecannot continue inthe society whichcompels
others to take such anoath without becoming accessory to their
sin, andthereforeLordEipouwas compelledin conscience towith-
draw fromFreemasonry. Was he wrong in joining Freemasonry
firstof all? Idonot sayhe was,because heacted in good faith,
but onbecomingaCatholic he was taught that the oath he took
wasarash oath,andso henow treatsas evil whatheknows to be
evil. Doeshe

'
condemn as guilty those whom he knows to be

innocent ?
'

He condemns no one,but trusts thatotherFreemasons
areas innocent in the matterashe washimself when he acted in
good faithandknewnobetter. Isit true*that Freemasonry com-
pelsitsmembers to takearash oath? Itcompels them to take
Godto witness thattheywill observesomething— whenthey donot
know whatthat something is>

—
and thatisarash oath,andsinful.

Ioncesaid toa Freemason
—

Tell me what the oathis, tellme first
whatImust observe, andIwill takeit ifIthink itright. Hesaid,
No. Take the oath first, andwe will tell youafterwards. A rash
oath. Ididnot take it,andso am NotaFreemason."

GENERAL NEWS.
Eeligious persecutions seems to have taken new life in

Turkey. Not only is the observance of the Mahommedan ritual
madeobligatory on the Turks,butithas recentlybeendecreedthat
Christians shallnolonger liveintheTurkish quarter cfConstanti-
nople. The police have ejected a great many Christians from
Stamboulina verybrutalmannerand without theleastceremony.
They were turned out of their houses withoutwarning,and their
furniture throwninto thestreets. Itis tobeobservedthatseveral
Germanresidentshavebeenthe victims of thishighly disagreeable
procedure. According toadegree publishedin1840, the law pro-
hibiting Christians living in theTurkishpartof the city was re-
pealed. M.Bismarck, who rejoices in persecutingCatholics and
Protestants alike,does nobseemtohave deignedhithertoto inquire
into this matter.

Whatever propriety there maybeinthe first partor the title
selected for his newspaper,nobody can denythatParson Talmage
is veryhard"at work

"
init. The labor hemust undergo in the

productionofhis facts alone wouldsuffice toweakenthe mostmus-
cular of "Christians." Hehas justbeenobliged, in theconscien-
tious performance of his arduous duties, to make Dr. Ddllinger's
friend, the Count Von Arnim, an

"
Ultramontane"and

"
a leader

of the reactionaryandUltramontanemovement." Hiscongregation
should give Mr Talmage some little time for needed relaxation.
He willhardly be able tobearmuch longer thebruntof themanu-
facture of somany new

" facts" as his emergencies seem to call
for. So far as he is concerned, his readers still believe that the
Jesuitsburned Joanof Arc,andthat PopePius IX.reignedathou-
tandor more yearsago, anddenied the immortality of the soul.
And now he saysthat VonArnim is "anUultramontane!" Mr
Bergh willbecompelled to interfere soon in the interests of this
overworked .

The 'Germania
'

gives the followingaccount of themannerin
which the priests imprisoned atNeuweid are treated. Itmust be
remembered that their only crime is that of performing their
priestly duties,andrefusing todisobey the laws of theChurch.:

—
"Ontheir arrival in prison eachpriest was closely searched. He
wasstrippedof coat,waistcoat,and shoes, andminutelyexamined,
They felt his breast,back, legs,even his toes. Then a door was
openedfor eachof them, andhe was left insolitary captivity. The
cells are twelve feetby six,containingonly abenchandastool. A
little semi-circular windowlets inascanty light through eighteen
ironbars. Inthe day time there was not even a palliasse in the
room;for thebed,consisting only of palliasse,strawpillow, sheet,
andoneblanket, wasbrought inatnightandremovedinthemorn;
ing. Untilthepriests were permitted to board themselves, they
werecompelledto liveonbreadand water, withalittle potatosoup
for dinner,and twice a week threeor four ouncesof meat. They
couldneverseeeachother,andtheir hour's walkinthecourtyard
wasinsolitude. Their reading was subject to the strictest scru-
tiny;three or four days each one of them was withoutbooks or
paper, andtwoof them weredeprivedof their breviariesfor three
days. They werenot only deprivedof sayingmass,buteven from
hearing it. Suchis actually the treatmentof thosepriestswhowill
notbreak theiroathtotheir Church and theirBishops. Inspiteof
all, their courageandcheerfulnessnever fail.

Signor Eosa, whom the London
'Times'calls "agreatarchaeo-

logist," and whohasbeencommissionedbythe ItalianGovernment
tosuperintendthe excavationsatpresentinprogress intheRoman
Colosseum, has been guilty of telling a great untruth. Signor
Eosawas formerlyaservant inthe family of Prince Boghese. He
quitted the service of theBorgheseto enter thatof Napoleon111.,
whoappointedhim superintendentofthe excavationshehadunder-
takeninthe Palatine in the palaceof the Caesars. Upto 1870 he
alwayspretendedtobe exceedingCatholic in his sympathies, and
paidobsequiouscourt to the different bishopsandprelates. Since
that unhappy date he hasbeenthe devotedfriend and servant of
King Victor Emmanuel andhisMinisters^andhas been raised by
them toa very conspicuous position. The other dayCardinal de
Bonnechose was in Home, and visited the Colosseum. He had
scarcely beeninthebuilding tenminutes before Signor Kosa came
up tohim, andpolitely offeredtoescorthim around the buildings.
Buthis Eminence, with equalcivility, declined the honor. Eosa
persisted,andat last, togetridofhim, the Cardinal turnedround
andsaid sharply*"Sir, you have,to the regret of the Christian
worldandmyself,profaned the Colosseum. Youhavetakenaway
the greatcrossand the stations beforewhich weused topray. I
havethe honor of salutingyou." Signor Eosa,.not in the least
abashed,still persisted in followinghis Eminence, and took the
opportunity to explain away the fact of his having removed the
stations andcross,by assuring him that they were to be replaced
immediately. The nextday'FanfulT publishedanarticle dictated
by Eosa,inwhichavery glowing description wasmade of the Car-
dinal's visits to the Colosseum in companyof Eosa,' and asserting'
his approvalof alltheprofanations whichthat gentlemanhadbeen
guilty of. His Eminence, inconsequence, thought fit tocontradict
this falsehood, andexplainedthematteras above.

"In Canada," says the Independent,"the Eoinan Catholics
are in the majority,and theyhave a vastamount of money in-
vestedinChurchproperty. The Protestants ofthatDominionare,
therefore, by no means averse to taxing churches. 'It is to be
trusted,' says the Montreal

" Witness,' 'thatallProtestantbodies
willbeof one voiceas to the righteousness of making churches
andChurchpropertybear their share oftaxation.' Doubtless that
isa just sentiment,butit is pitifulto think that ourProtestants
in the Stateswouldsee its justicemuchmoreclearlythan theydo

MONUMENT TO THOMAS FRANCIS MEAGHER.
++

Wb are rejoiced to see that in Waterford, thelovedcity of his birth,
there is a movement afoot for erecting a mouurnent to Thomas
Francis Meagher. Ireland cherishes withpride the memory of

"
the

menof '48." They wererash;they were unwise ;they indulged in
dreams and phantasies;they disregarded the counselsof thegreat
chief and tribune and statesmen whohadledIrelandout of amore
than Egyptian bondage. But if they loved Ireland not wisely, they
lovedher well. In the material worldthey effectednothing— in the
mental worldmuch. They wreathed the cause of Ireland with an
evergreengarland of eloquence andsong which will be green for alltime,and which makes the cause that it encircles as deathless as
iteelf. The menof '48 made the causeof Ireland a centre ofinterest
tocivilisedEurope, andendowed it with a grace,a buoyancy, anda
brilliancy which it never can lose. Ireland has by more than one
conspicuousandpublic testimony shown that she doesnotforget what
Bhe owes to those children of hers, glorious in their veryerrors,to
whom muchis tobe forgiven— qttiamultum amarenint. A finestatue
of O'Brien graces one of the best sites in the metropolis. Davis
■leepsat St.Jerome, beneathone of the noblest ofHogan's marbles;
and now Waterford is about to reproduce in marble or bronze the
graceful form andopenbrow of the Irish Alcibiades. The career of
Thomas Francis Meagher closed at an agewhenother menhave only
ripened into maturity. Greater men have sprung from the Irish
carth—

none more interesting and captivating. Heaven had tipped
his lips with the golden fire of true eloquence,and hundreds will
still recall the thrill with which they yielded to the irresistible
eloquence of the wondrous boy who, a quarter of a century ago,
blazed like ameteoracross the Irish sky. Endowed withgifts which
would have secured for him the proudest place ambition has ever
coveted, Meagher gave to Ireland all hehad togive— his eloquence,
hie fortune,his future,his liberty. For her, the idol of his generous
heart— he stoodin the dock,he dared the gallows,hetrodthe convict-
thip,hediedin far-off exile. In that land of exile he upheld the
nationalhonor

—
he maintained thehigh reputationof Irelandinthe

field andat the council-board. His career was not free from errors,

buttime has obliterated their memory, Ireland only remembers the
brilliancy of his genius, the depthof his patriotism, the tender lore
anddevotionhe always cherished for her.

— 'Freeman.'
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